
WHEN GOD ABANDONS MEN
ROMANS 1:24-32

Introduction
In the previous verses we have seen the downward spiral of men who turn
their backs on a loving God—A God Who has so graciously manifested
Himself to men!

God has shown Himself in man’s conscience so that that which may be known
of God is actually revealed or shown unto them—A God consciousness!

God has also shown Himself in His own special creation of the universe that
man has been blessed to live in!  That manifestation was enough that men
could clearly see and even understand God’s eternal power and His
Godhead, but many have rejected and changed this revelation from God—
So men are without excuse before God!

In verses 21-23, we saw a six-step downward digression into sin’s darkness
that began with God revealing Himself to man:
When They knew God! (That was the beginning point!)
1. They glorified Him not as God!
2. They were unthankful!
3. They became vain in their imaginations!
4. Their foolish heart was darkened!
5. They professed themselves to be wise while becoming fools!
6. They changed the glory of God into an image!

Understand how dangerous it is to reject God’s revelation of Himself to you!
Light obeyed increases light!  Light disobeyed increases darkness!

In fact, there comes a point where God will begin to abandon you to your
sinful darkness and desires!  

When man's rebellion against God grows strong, he determines to go his
own way!  Man's freedom though is not without responsibility! We are held
responsible by God for choosing to follow our own way!  God will allow man
to have his own way but turns him over to the results of following his own
way! 
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When man antagonistically abandons God, God eventually will abandon
man to his fallen nature and the resulting consequences of sin!

Verses 24 through 32 reveal the degrees of divine abandonment in three
additional downward stages each of which is marked by the phrase, “gave
them up” or “gave them over.” 

The result of leaving the One True God and following false gods or making
your own gods or even being your own god is shown starting in verse 24!

I. GOD GAVE THEM UP TO UNCLEANNESS!  (Vs. 24-25)
“Wherefore” refers back to the preceding reason given in verses
18-23!   Men choose to ignore or suppress the knowledge of God
that is within themselves and within God’s creation! 

Since men refuse to worship the Creator God they worship the creature
even if that creature happens to be themselves!  (Humanism)

Since they willfully rebelled against the clear knowledge of God, God
gave them up to their uncleanness! (Uncleanness = Impurity)  
i.e.  "God gave them up" to be controlled by the things they preferred
to serve in place of serving Him! 

When men defiantly desert God,  God stops hindering them and
leaves them to their own self-determination which leads to
self-destruction, which is the price man pays for demanding moral
freedom! 

Proverbs 11:3  The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the
perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them. 

Proverbs 11:5-6 5  The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his
way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. 6  The
righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors
shall be taken in their own naughtiness. 
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Proverbs 13:6  Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way:
but wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 

The withdrawal of God's restraint sends men deeper down in sin!

Proverbs 5:22  His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and
he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. 

(Remember the demand for moral freedom back in the “free love”
generation of the 1960's and 1970's?   We are now reaping in this
country what was sown back then!)

When men abandon God, God abandons them to the consequences of
rejecting God!  The punishment for sin is simply letting you have go
and have your own way!  Sin carries is its own recompense!
Sin when it is finished, bringeth forth death!  (James 1:15)

Man is just like in an UNTENDED GARDEN, where the weeds
overtake the good plants!  When man is left to himself the bad always
chokes out the good, because that is the inclination of his fallen nature! 
Man has no capacity in himself to restrain the weeds of his sinfulness
or to cultivate the good produce of righteousness!  

Man's natural development is not upward but downward because of
his sin nature!  He does not evolve but rather devolves!  Mankind
does not naturally  ascend upward to God, but rather descends
downward away from God! 

Humanity has, by and large, continued a downward spiral of depravity
throughout history, getting worse and worse!   And one day soon,
when the restraints of the Holy Spirit are removed during the
Tribulation period, evil is going to break loose on this earth as never
before as it reaches its ultimate stage!

When man stubbornly continues in his rebellion against the
knowledge of God, God let's go of man!  
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But even in God's divine relinquishment, He allows the effects of sin to
smite people that they might tire of their sin and turn back to Him
(repent!) and be healed!

Gross immorality is the bitter fruits from rejecting God’s revelation of
Himself!  It even happened to God’s people, Israel:
Psalm 81:11-12 11  But my people would not hearken to my voice; and
Israel would none of me. 12  So I gave them up unto their own hearts'
lust: and they walked in their own counsels. 

This surrender took place because of  the desires of their own
hearts!   God does not give a man over to uncleanness until that man
first gives himself over!

When men leave off honoring God and listening to His voice, God
gives them up to their own desires and shameful dishonor!

These people had already wilfully deserted God!  (Vs 25)
1. “Who changed the truth of God into a lie...” =  There is no

God!  (Psalm 14:1; 53:1)

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

2. “...and worshiped and served the creature more than Creator.”

GOD GAVE THEM UP TO UNCLEANNESS...
II. GOD GAVE THEM UP TO VILE AFFECTIONS!  (Vs. 26-27)

VILE AFFECTIONS = SHAMEFUL, DISGRACEFUL PASSIONS
The second abandonment is a result of changing the truth of God into a
lie—God gave them up to vile, shameless, disgraceful passions! 

If there is no God, then there is no judgment!
If there is no God, then anything goes!  

And that is what we see here in this passage!  And that is what we are
seeing in our own society!  The degrading or degradation of society!
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Verse 26 shows the degradation of the women while verse 27 shows
the degradation of the men!  Into the vile, shameless, disgraceful
passions of lesbianism, homosexuality, transgenderism, and even
beastiality!  

Even as transgenderism is gaining ground in our nation and in the
world, I’ve seen news clips that have said that even the wicked
psychologists and psychiatrists of our day have said that
transgenderism is a mental illness!  

(You watch, that tune will change once society bullies them into
accepting it as OK and a normal thing!)  And that is what we are seeing
these who have been given over to their sin do!  They want to bully the
rest of society (INCLUDING CHURCHES!!!)  into acceptance and
they have made major headway into doing that with the administration
that has been in charge of our country the last 8 years!  And Hillary
Clinton has already said she’s coming after the Churches on this one!

There is sufficient history to prove that this is the surest way to bring a
nation down.  A study of heathen nations show this!  A study of Israel
shows it!  A study of collapsed nations shows it!  And now we can
presently see it in our own nation!  We are being brought down!

GOD GAVE THEM UP TO UNCLEANNESS...
GOD GAVE THEM UP TO VILE AFFECTIONS!  

III. GOD GAVE THEM OVER TO A REPROBATE MIND!  (Vs. 28)
In Romans 1:27, we have the terrible results of men and women who
accept a lie instead of the truth of God!  He lets go of them!  Men
and women fall into the very depths of immorality and perversity when
they abandon the truth of God! 

Homosexuality should never be looked on as anything less than a
perverse degradation of man and a shameful sin!  The fact that our
society excuses it makes it no less sinful before God!  It is a mark that
God has given them up to vile affections!
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The third and last stage of divine abandonment is found in Romans
1:28-32!   God gave them over to a reprobate mind—a mind that is
condemned and rejected and worthless! 

Understand that their rejection of God was both deliberate and
determined!  In verses 29 to 32 we have the moral condition of
those whom God has given over to a reprobate mind!

The last state of man’s fall is that he is no longer able to
distinguish between right and wrong!  (Many are already there in
our own country!  There may be even some in this room!)

That which we have previously looked at opens the very flood gates to
the awful list of sins which follow!  These are the sins which make the
headlines in our daily papers and the radio and TV news broadcasts!
“Being filled with” —  “filled to the brim with”

“All unrighteousness”— “active wickedness”

“Fornication”— includes any and all forms of immorality.

“Wickedness”–– signifies all kinds of evil and depravity.  

“Covetousness”–– the sinful desire to have more, greediness,
including the use of fraud and extortion if needed to obtain more.

“Maliciousness”— or inward viciousness of disposition.   Badness.

“Envy”–– ill will, jealousy, spite.  Discontent with the sight of
another’s superiority or advantage.

“Murder”–– including both murder and even the thought of murder.

“Debate”–– quarreling, wrangling, strife.

“Deceit”–– to decoy, trick or bait.  A deliberate attempt to mislead.
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“Malignity”–– an evil or malicious disposition; bad character or
nature; mischievousness.

“Whisperers”–– those who slander.  It means to secretly convey
information, whether true or false, that is detrimental to the character
or welfare of another.

“Backbiters”––literally means evil speakers.  To be talkative against.

“Haters of God”––means to feel and show hatred to God and those
that follow Him.

“Despiteful”–– means an insulter.  It implies that an injury is done to
another.  To treat badly.

“Proud”––means haughty or arrogant and signifies “to show oneself
above others.”

“Boasters”––a braggart.

“Inventors of evil things”–– Inventors of evils. 

“Disobedient to parents”–– Means not to be persuaded by parents
(unpersuadable).  This denotes moral and social revolution.

“Without understanding”––A lack of discernment.  It is the same as
being senseless or foolish.  A person who is unable to be reasoned
with!

“Covenant breakers”–– Making agreements and then breaking those
agreements.

“Without natural affection”––means no love for loved ones.  Hard
hearted towards loved ones.

“Implacable”––truthless or untrue to one’s promise.
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“Unmerciful”––without mercy.  Absolutely no spirit of forgiveness.

Conclusion
Verse 32

Men have a revelation from God and they flagrantly defy it by defying the
judgment of God against such gross sins, in not only continuing to practice
them, but in actually applauding and approving those who do the same thing.

They have become calloused or insensitive to sin which shows them to be in
the depths of depravity.

The Gospel of Christ provides the only way to escape this life of sin!

Wicked passions lead to wicked acts and from this to wicked characters! 

May God help us to continue to be His faithful remnant in this time in which
we are being bullied to change to accept the wickedness of those around us!

What do we do?
Trust God!
Serve God!
Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good!
Preach and share the Gospel of Christ!
Get ready for Jesus to come soon!
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