
Titus 2 (8): Motivation for all Christian Obedience                                 Hymns 238, Projected Hymn, 705 

 

Most of us would agree that there are certain key words associated with the Christian religion, that 

unfortunately can become taken for granted—I suggest the word GRACE is one of those words—the Christian 

faith is a all of grace... 

 

And yet, like other important theological words, grace isn't always that easy to define—it's a word with several 

layers—and thus I want to examine this passage under the theme of grace—Grace Appeared (v11), and Grace 

Teaches (vv12-14)... 

 

I.   Grace Appeared—v11 

II.  Grace Teaches—vv12-14 

 

I.   Grace Appeared—v11 

 

1. Here I want to explain v11 with the help of three questions—What is grace, when did it appear, and who 

did it appear to...  

2. [1] What is grace—grace is best defined as "God's unmerited love for sinners, or for those who deserve the 

opposite..." 

3. It's not merely God's unmerited love—but it's His love shown to those who actually deserve His just 

displeasure... 

4. For example—if someone came to my house begging for twenty dollars, that would be unmerited love or 

favor... 

5. But—let's say this person robbed my house the night before—for me to give him twenty dollars, would be 

grace... 

6. Thus—God's grace is His kindness (goodness) and love, shown to those who actually deserve the very 

opposite... 

7. Tit.3:4—"But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared"—that is, guilty 

man... 

8. Thus—to be technical—God's grace is His undeserved goodness and love, shown to hell-deserving 

sinners...   

9. [2] When did grace appear—well, I trust it's evident that this grace, kindness, and love, is all found in 

Christ... 

10. Christ is God's gracious gift to mankind—"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 

Son..." 

11. Thus—when Paul says "the grace of God has appeared" he refers to the fulfilment of OT promise and 

type...  

12. Christ, the grace and love of God, appeared in the fulness of time, in fulfilment of the first promise in 

Genesis 3:15 (that He would send the seed of the woman to crush the head of the serpent)... 

13. Everything in the OT, every single event and promise, all pointed to God's gracious purposes in Jesus 

Christ... 

14. Jn.1:17—"For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ"—this 

doesn't mean there wasn't grace in the OT any more than it means there isn't law in the NT... 

15. The point is—everything the OC commanded and promised—is fully realized and fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ... 

16. Thus, when Paul says—"the grace of God appeared"—he's not suggesting there was not grace in the Old 

Testament... 

17. He simply means—all the grace of God given in the OT, was given for the sake of Christ, who would 

come... 

18. No person was ever saved, OT or NT, but by the grace of God, as fully and freely given in Jesus Christ our 

Lord... 

19. Put another way—every person saved in the OT, was saved by believing God's promise, that Christ would 

come... 



 2 

20. Historically we refer to this promise as the Covenant of Grace—God's gracious promise that He would 

sent Christ... 

21. Thus—those who believed the promise had Christ and thus grace—they were saved by virtue of what He 

would do... 

22. Everyone saved, is saved by virtue of God's grace in Christ—this grace was promised in the OT and 

fulfilled in the NT... 

23. [3] Who did grace appear to—"to all men"—that is, this grace promised in the OT, has come to all kinds 

of men... 

24. This is another way of saying—the NC is not made merely with the Jews, but also and equally with the 

Gentiles...  

25. The grace of the gospel, is freely offered to all men, regardless of who they are or where they live—all 

men... 

26. It's likely Paul is referring back to vv9-10 and slaves and masters—all men, regardless of social or national 

differences... 

27. John Calvin—"God did not choose only the great, the noble and those who are esteemed; he poured out his 

mercy on the lowliest, on the rejected, the scorned and the disgraced. He chose to honor them by admitting 

them to the ranks of his children..." 

28. Patrick Fairbairn—"The salvation-bringing grace of God is without respect of persons; it is unfolded to 

men indiscriminately, or to sinners of every name, simply as such..." 

 

II.  Grace Teaches—vv12-14 

 

Here we find Christ in the gospel as our Prophet—He teaches us—every Christian is a disciple or a learner of 

Jesus Christ. To become a Christian is to enrol in the school of Christ—and Christ fundamentally has three 

subjects He teaches us—He teaches us about the present (v12), future (v13), and past (v14)... 

 

A. About the present—v12 

 

1. V12—"teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteousness, and 

godly in the present age..." 

2. He teaches us how and why we can live for Him in this present evil age—this present godless and wicked 

world... 

3. You know—sometimes people complain about Christianity, as if it has no practical focus for this present 

life... 

4. They characterize it as some "pie-in-the-sky" religion—as if Scripture has little to say about how we live 

presently... 

5. But surely brethren—this is a false description—for the Scripture says much about how we are to live 

presently... 

6. In fact—this is precisely what Paul just exhorted Titus to teach—exhort older women and men, young 

women and men, pastors, and servants... 

7. That is—exhort them how to live in this present age—remind them of their specific duties in their specific 

callings... 

8. Now—I want to suggest, Christ in the gospel of grace, teaches us two things about living in this present 

age... 

9. [1] He teaches us to hate sin, v12—"teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts"—saying no 

to sin... 

10. Christ teaches us, by His word and Spirit, the true nature of sin—He shows us why we should say no or 

deny it... 

11. To "deny" sin is to refuse it—to chose something else instead—to refuse, reject, decline, avoid, or 

renounce it...  

12. To NIV renders the phrase—"teaching us to say NO to ungodliness and worldly lusts"—saying no to its 

suggestions...  

13. Now—Christ does this by showing us the true nature of sin—of showing us its passing and empty 

pleasures... 
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14. Oh my Christian friend—you will never deny "ungodliness and worldly lusts"—until you see sin for what 

it is...  

15. [a] It has relation to us—it defiles our conscience, hides God's smile, and leaves us liable to His loving 

chastisement... 

16. By this I mean—Christians should reject and renounce sin, because of the effects that it has upon 

ourselves... 

17. This goes back to what I said last week about Christians and needing forgiveness (the same reasons should 

motivate us not to sin)... 

18. [b] It has relation to others—it temps others to sin, saddens those who love us, and destroys our 

testimony...   

19. By this I mean—Christians should reject and renounce sin, because of the effects that it has upon those 

around us... 

20. I really don't think we give this point enough thought—failure to walk in truth grieves those who love us 

most... 

21. [c] It has relation to God—that is, sin dishonors God, grieves His Spirit, and necessitated the death of His 

Son...  

22. This is really the best reason Christians should hate, reject, and renounce sin—because of the way it relates 

to God... 

23. It dishonors God, grieves His Spirit, and killed His Son—how can we not hate sin as it's the cause of these 

things...  

24. Oftentimes, we have an aversion to things associated with the death of a loved one—as it reminds us of 

their death... 

25. For example, thing of a young married couple, who are in a car accident, sliding over the side of a little 

bridge near their house... 

26. Well—let's say for the sake of illustration that the wife alone survives the wreck, and her beloved husband 

dies... 

27. Well—since that bridge reminds this lady of her beloved husband, she avoids driving on it, for the rest of 

her life... 

28. Even though this means she takes the only other route to her house, which is almost twice the distance and 

time... 

29. So too, sin is the cause of our Beloved's death, and thus for the rest of our lives, we ought to avoid it at all 

cost... 

30. [2] He teaches us to love purity, v12—"we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 

age..."   

31. Paul structures v12 so as to imply—we are to deny "ungodliness and worldly lusts" in preference to 

purity... 

32. In other words—one primary way we deny "ungodliness and worldly lusts" is to behold the beauty of 

godliness... 

33. These three words "soberly, righteously, and godly" are a summary of the exhortations found in verses 1-

10... 

34. Furthermore, taken together they summarize the whole of our duty, with reference to ourselves, others, and 

God... 

35. [a] Ourselves—"we should live soberly"—this word is a diverse word meaning—soberly, sensibly, and 

self-controlled... 

36. [b] Others—"we should live righteously"—that is, we should live rightly toward others, as defined by the 

law...  

37. [c] God—"we should live godly"—that is, God-focused—we should live our lives in communion with 

Him...  

38. John Benton—"This trio of virtues can be seen as covering all the relationships of our lives. Self-control  

refers to our relationship to ourselves and our behavior. Uprightness refers to loving honesty in all our 

dealings with other people. Godliness refers to a humble, reverent and obedient walk with God who is at 

the center of our lives..." 

 

B. About the future—v13 
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1. Christ not only teaches us our the present but future—He teaches us to look forward to His glorious 

second coming... 

2. Here Paul speaks about a second appearance—there are two comings or appearances of Christ—to die and 

to reign... 

3. In His first coming He came in humility to die (v11)—in His second coming, He comes in glory to reign 

(v13)... 

4. Thus, he describes it as a "glorious appearing"—that is, Christ will return as a glorious and victorious 

King... 

5. Paul describes Him as—"our great God and Savior Jesus Christ"—affirming His full divinity with the 

Father... 

6. Now—before I said, that Christianity is NO pie-in-the-sky religion—it has concern and relevance to the 

present... 

7. But—having made that clarification—I also must say—it's a religion that ultimately points us to another 

world... 

8. That is—Christ teaches us that ultimately speaking this is not our home, that the best is reserved for His 

return... 

9. NC Christians are living between the two comings of Christ—He has come, and one day, He will come 

again... 

10. Christians are expected to do two things—WORK and WAIT—they work for Christ and they wait for 

Christ...  

11. 1Thess.1:9-10—"For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how 

you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom 

He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come..." 

12. Christians are working and waiting—they are living for Christ now, and they are waiting for Christ to 

return... 

13. Now—here I want to underscore, that the expectation of seeing Christ again, brings present benefit to the 

soul... 

14. Thus, Paul describes this "glorious appearing" as the "blessed hope"—or, the hope that brings blessing 

with it... 

15. It brings blessing with it when Christ returns—but dear brethren, it also brings blessing with now in this 

life... 

16. In other words—our present hope of seeing Christ again, brings present blessing to us as we wait His 

return... 

17. [1] It rejoices the heart, Rom.12:12—"rejoicing in hope"—that is, rejoicing in the prospect of seeing 

Christ... 

18. The confident expectation of seeing Christ and being delivered from this world and remaining sin, rejoices 

the heart... 

19. For example, think of a newly wed woman, who's husband was forced to go over seas to fight radical 

Islam... 

20. As she endures the regular struggles of everyday life, the though of his soon return, brings gladness to her 

heart... 

21. [2] It motives the will, 1Jn.3:3—"And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 

pure..."  

22. Think again of our newly wed woman—as she ponders her husband's return, it motivates her to keep 

everything clean and ready... 

 

C. About the past—v14 

 

1. Christ not only teaches about the present and future, but also the past—He reminds us of His redeeming 

love... 

2. Verse 14, is one of those gospel verses that contain an entire world of divinity—at its heart is the word 

REDEEM... 
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3. [1] Its meaning—"that He might redeem us from every lawless deed"—to redeem is to deliver by way of 

price... 

4. It brings with it the imagery of the slave market—by nature we are all enslaved to sin—sin is our native 

master... 

5. Thus two things are essential to the concept of redemption—deliverance (liberation), and payment 

(ransom)... 

6. [2] Its payment—a redemption necessitates a payment—we have been bought from slavery by way of 

price... 

7. V14—"who gave Himself for us"—that is, He gave His own life as the ransom to redeem or purchase us 

from sin...  

8. 1Pet.1:18-19—"knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 

aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot..." 

9. Now—let me clarify that Christ pays this ransom or payment to God—it was our sin against God that 

brought us into bondage... 

10. Thus—through His cross work, Christ paid our ransom—He purchased us out from the slave market of 

sin... 

11. [3] Its purpose—redemption is not only FROM but FOR—that is, the person who redeems you now owns 

you...  

12. V14—"and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works"—they are now His 

possession... 

13. Christ has redeemed us "from every lawless deed"—that is, He delivers us from the guilt of our lawless 

deeds... 

14. Christ died to free us from both the guilt and filth of sin—His blood not only justifies but it also 

sanctifies... 

15. Thus—those redeemed by Christ, are delivered from slave market of sin, to become slaves of 

righteousness... 

16. Rom.6:18—"And having been set free from sin (as a master), you became slaves of righteousness (of 

Christ)..."   

 

III. Applications  

 

1. Here I want to come to Paul's main point in vv11-14, and remind you the relation they have with verses 1-

10... 

2. Within verses 11-14, Paul provides the way in which Christ teaches or enables His people to obey verses 

1-10... 

3. Christ—teaches us about His person and work—in order that we might be able to comply with these 

responsibilities... 

4. This is beautifully underscored by the first word in v11—"FOR the grace of God that brings salvation has 

appeared to all men..."  

5. In other words—verse 11 provides the HOW and WHY Christians at Crete were to obey their specific 

duties... 

6. How are older men to be sober, older women to be reverent, young women to love their husbands, and 

young men to be sober, and servants to obey their masters... 

7. V11—"FOR the grace of God has appeared"—this is both the WHY and HOW of our obedience to vv1-

10... 

8. Older men be sober...FOR the grace of God has appeared...older women be reverent in behavior...FOR the 

grace of God has appeared... 

9. Put another way—everything mentioned in vv11-14, is intended to enable us obey what's commanded in 

vv1-10... 

10. Thus—at this point I want to suggest a single observation—that I want to expand upon by several 

applications... 

11. Observation—GOSPEL TRUTH BEGETS LAWFUL LIVING—the gospel fuels obedience to God's holy 

law... 
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12. Now—this presupposes some things—first of all it presupposes the Scripture contains both law and gospel, 

and it presupposes we know the difference...   

13. Friends, if we are still not clear on what the gospel and law are, then it's evident we have allot of work to 

do... 

14. GOSPEL—the gospel is the good news about what God has done for us in Christ—it concerns the person 

and work of Christ... 

15. LAW—the law is a summary of our moral obligation and responsibility to God—it includes our duty to 

God and man...  

16. Thus when I say—the gospel begets lawful living—I mean, the gospel empowers and motivates us to obey 

the law... 

17. The law and the gospel necessarily go together—the law tells us what to do, and the gospel shows us how 

and why... 

18. It's for this reason, both the law and gospel must be preached—it's the task of ministers to preach law and 

gospel... 

19. Zacharias Ursinus (Larger Catechism of 1598)—"Q. 268. What must ministers preach? A. Nothing but the 

Word of God contained in the law and the gospel..."  

20. That is—fundamentally, ministers are to tell you WHAT you are to do, and HOW and WHY you are to do 

it... 

21. Now—I suggest this is precisely what we've been considering for the past few months, throughout Titus 

2... 

22. Paul is writing to the younger Titus, exhorting him what to teach—he must teach the law (vv1-10) and 

gospel (vv11-14)... 

23. Thus—here in closing, if the gospel begets lawful living, then I want to suggest three practical 

applications... 

24. [1] It must be UNDERSTOOD—this of course is fundamental to all else—Christ first and foremostly 

engages the mind... 

25. It's absolutely essential to see—if the gospel is to empower or motivate, it must be understood with the 

mind... 

26. Let me ask you this question (and I want you to be honest)—could you explain the meaning of Titus 2:11-

14... 

27. Fundamentally, Paul describes Christ as our Prophet, Priest and King—Prophet (v12), Priest (v14), and 

King (v13)... 

28. And here is a concern of mine—some of us complain about our lack of growth but do very little to remedy 

it... 

29. Earlier I mentioned that every Christian is a disciple or a learner of Christ—to be a Christian is to be a 

student... 

30. And Christ uses a single text book in this school, the Bible—and He has two subjects, the law and the 

gospel... 

31. In v12 Paul says that Christ teaches us to hate sin and love purity, and He does so be teaching us about His 

two comings... 

32. His first coming was in humility to die for our sins—His second coming will be glory to glorify His people 

and destroy His enemies... 

33. Perhaps I can put it this way—He teaches us to look back to His death, and forward to His second 

coming... 

34. His first coming in humility, fills us with gratitude, and His second coming in glory, fills us with 

expectation... 

35. [2] It must be BELIEVED—that is, it must be embraced from the heart—it must be applied to your own 

soul...  

36. For example—let's say you have some serious wound that's infected—after researching, you find a 

remedy... 

37. Merely knowing about the problem and solution isn't enough—you must personally apply the remedy to 

the wound... 

38. So too, merely knowing about the gospel is not enough—you must personally believe the gospel for 

yourself... 



 7 

39. Thus—here I want to ask the question—how do Christians get the truth from their heads down into their 

hearts... 

40. Well, God has provided two means for this—meditation and prayer—deep, prayerful pondering on 

revealed truth...   

41. These great gospel truths have to become sweet to our taste—we must allow them to percolate within our 

hearts and minds...   

42. [3] It must be LOVED—the gospel isn't merely a set of doctrines or truths, but at its very core is the 

person of Christ...  

43. This is why the school of Christ is unlike every other school—in this school the Teacher teaches about 

Himself... 

44. In fact—it isn't merely doctrine that must be embraced—but it's Him Himself—this is the goal of His 

doctrine... 

 


