
“SINGING THE SONG OF MOSES”

I. Introduction

A. Rejoicing and music go hand in hand with each other.

1. We wish people a “Happy Birthday” by singing them a song.

2. We play music at parties.

3. We often hear our children singing or humming a tune when 
they are happy or excited.

4. The connection between music and celebration helps us to 
understand why singing has always played an important 
role in the life of the church.

5. As musicologist Calvin Stapert explains, “The news the 
church hears and proclaims is the good news of a rescue, 
and those rescued respond to their rescuer with rejoicing 
and thanksgiving.” [A New Song for an Old World, 16]

6. This is exactly what we see Moses doing in the passage that 
we have just read.

7. He composed this song to celebrate Israel’s rescue from the 
clutches of Pharaoh.

8. But this song was not just a one-time celebration.

9. It was sung by the people of Israel from that day forward.

10. The book of Revelation even says that the church triumphant 
will sing this song, along with the Song of the Lamb, for all 
eternity (see Rev. 15:3).

11. In light of this, we can say that the Song of Moses is not just 
about the exodus as an isolated event.
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12. It is ultimately about the victory that Christ accomplished 
for his people through his saving work, delivering us from 
our bondage to Satan, sin, and death and securing our 
eternal inheritance in God’s kingdom.

B. The Israelites kept on singing the Song of Moses in the wilderness 
as they looked forward to the day when they would enter into the 
Promised Land.

1. Future generations of Israelites learned about God’s past acts 
of redemption and about their future hope by singing this 
great victory hymn.

2. This illustrates what the apostle Paul teaches in Colossians 
3:16, where he says that singing is a means by which the 
word of Christ comes to dwell in us richly.

3. Christians are called to be a singing people, and the Song of 
Moses shows us some of the things that we need to be 
singing about.

4. This song teaches us to sing about what God has done, to 
sing about God’s power, and to sing about what God has 
promised.

5. These are the three points that we will consider as we work 
our way through this passage this morning.

II. Singing about What God Has Done (vv. 1-5)

A. We begin by looking at verses 1-5, where Moses leads God’s people 
in singing about what God has done for them.

1. This is a victory song. 

2. By calling the Lord “a man of war,” Moses is celebrating the 
fact that Israel’s God fought on their behalf when he brought 
them out of Egypt.
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3. The Lord conquered Israel’s enemies by causing the waters 
of the Red Sea to come over the Egyptians and destroy them.

4. As the song puts it, “the horse and his rider he has thrown 
into the sea.”

B. Now remember, this song was not just about Israel’s deliverance 
from Egypt.

1. It was ultimately pointing to the victory that Christ was 
going to accomplish on behalf of his people.

2. Jesus is our Champion.  

3. He fought in the great spiritual battle on our behalf.

4. He has vanquished all of our foes.

5. His victory is just as final as the victory that God achieved 
when he wiped out the armies of Pharaoh at the Red Sea.

6. Through his life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus 
has broken the hold that sin, Satan, and the world used to 
have over us.

7. If your trust rests upon Christ, then he is your strength and 
your song.

8. He has become your salvation.

9. And because this is true, you have something to sing about.

C. It may seem odd that Moses would lead God’s people in rejoicing 
over the drowning of all of those soldiers.

1. We might wonder how it can be right to celebrate the 
destruction of our fellow human beings.
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2. What we need to remember, though, is the context in which 
this song was being sung.

3. The Egyptians were the Israelites’ cruel taskmasters.

4. Pharaoh even decreed the murder of the male babies in 
Israel.

5. This was not just a matter of ethnic cleansing, though that 
would have been a great act of evil on its own.

6. The Egyptians were trying to destroy God’s chosen people, 
the people from whom God was going to send a Savior in 
whom all the families of the earth would be blessed.

7. By oppressing the Israelites, the Egyptians were setting 
themselves against God and his program to bring salvation 
to the world.

8. It was right for Israel to celebrate the annihilation of the 
Egyptian army because they were the enemies of God 
himself.

D. There are only two sides in the great conflict that has been taking 
place ever since the fall of man, the conflict that God described in 
Genesis 3:15 as enmity between the offspring of the woman and the 
offspring of the serpent.

1. In that context, the offspring of the woman are not all human 
beings in general.

2. They are those whom God has graciously appointed to 
eternal life in the promised Savior, the One who would crush 
the serpent’s head.

3. The offspring of the serpent is the rest of fallen humanity.

4. It is the world, which is a part of Satan’s rebellious regime.
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5. This is why Satan is sometimes described as the “ruler of this 
world.”

6. The world fights on Satan’s side in the warfare that he is 
waging against God’s people.

7. This is why Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:26 that the devil 
ensnares people “to do his will.”

8. This is why it is right for us to sing of God’s judgments over 
the wicked.

9. The church in the book of Revelation celebrates the 
destruction of Babylon.

10. The defeat of spiritual Babylon means the defeat of Satan 
and all of his offspring.

11. It marks our final deliverance from the powers that took us 
captive to do their will.

III. Singing about God’s Power (vv. 6-12)

A. We turn now to the next section of Moses’ song, where the 
emphasis is upon singing about God’s power.

1. God is the One who brought about this great salvation for 
his people.

2. It was not a joint effort between Israel and God.

3. The people did not help out in the parting of the waters of 
the Red Sea.

4. It was brought about entirely by the hand of the Lord.

5. This great deliverance was not synergistic but monergistic.

6. The term ‘synergistic’ describes two parties working 
together, while the term ‘monergistic’ describes one party 
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working alone.

7. The parting of the Red Sea was clearly monergistic.

8. God did it on his own.

9. This is emphasized in the Hebrew of our text by the fact that 
the pronouns “you” and “your” occur sixteen times in verses 
6-13 reference to the Lord.

10. “Your right hand… your majesty… you overthrow… you 
send out your fury…”, etc.

11. Moses makes it abundantly clear that it was the activity of 
God that brought about this remarkable victory.

B. Consider this in light of the fact that this song is ultimately about 
the victory that Christ has won for his people.

1. Moses’ emphasis upon the monergistic nature of the Red Sea 
deliverance reminds us that salvation is entirely God’s work.

2. Salvation is not a cooperative effort between us and God.

3. It is not that he does his part and we need to do our part.

4. God does it all.

5. Of course, it is true that we have an active role to play in 
some aspects of our salvation.

6. Paul makes this point in Philippians 2 when he tells us to 
work out our salvation with fear and trembling.

7. But Paul also says in that very same passage that our desire 
and ability to work out our salvation is brought about by 
God’s work within us.
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8. The Bible is crystal clear on this:  salvation is God’s work 
from beginning to end.

9. The gospel leaves no room for boasting.

10. God alone receives all the glory.

C. Moses makes repeated mention of God’s “right hand” in carrying 
out the Red Sea deliverance.

1. This does not mean that God has literal hands.

2. It is simply a way of describing God’s powerful intervention 
in what unfolded at the Red Sea.

3. It also stands in sharp contrast to what Israel’s enemy said in 
verse 9.

4. Egypt said, “my hand shall destroy them.” 

5. The Egyptians were confident in their ability to subdue the 
Israelites.

6. But at the Red Sea they came up against One whose hand 
was infinitely more powerful than their hand.

D. As we come to verses 11-13, we see Moses singing about how God 
revealed his character through the Red Sea deliverance.

1. God reveals himself through his mighty acts of redemption.

2. By parting the waters, the Lord distinguished himself from 
the false gods that people devise for themselves.

3. The idols of Egypt were utterly powerless, but Israel’s God 
demonstrated his authority over the forces of nature.

4. At the Red Sea, the creation did the bidding of its Creator.
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5. The wind blew where it was directed.

6. The sea covered over the Egyptians.

7. The earth swallowed them up.

8. In all of this, God demonstrated that he is “majestic in 
holiness.” 

9. He reigns as the God who is set apart from all else.

10. None can compare with him.

IV. Singing about What God Has Promised (13-21)

A. This brings us to the last part of Moses’ song, where the focus is 
upon singing about what God has promised.

1. God did not bring Israel out of Egypt and then leave them to 
fend for themselves in the wilderness.

2. He redeemed them for a purpose.

3. He continued to lead them and guide them.

4. It was God’s intention all along to bring them into their 
inheritance in the Promised Land, to the “holy abode” where 
they would live in fellowship with him.

5. God purchased Israel out of their slavery in Egypt in order 
that he might bring them to his mountain, Mount Zion, the 
place where he would establish his sanctuary.

B. While this is true, it had not yet taken place when Moses composed 
this song.

1. In fact, almost all of the adults who first sang this song, 
including Moses, never entered the Promised Land.
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2. Yet Moses sings about this in the past tense.

3. He speaks of it as if it has already happened.

4. He says, “you have guided them by your strength to your 
holy abode.”

5. Moses can sing about the future in this way because he 
trusts that God cannot fail to keep his promise.

6. Moses is confident that the Lord will bring every single one 
of those whom he redeems into the heavenly city that was 
foreshadowed by earthly Zion.

C. As we consider this part of the song, we can see how relevant it is 
for us today.

1. As Christians, we are living as a pilgrim people in a 
wilderness age.

2. While we have been redeemed from our slavery to sin, we 
have not yet fully entered into our inheritance. 

3. As Paul says in Ephesians 1, we have the Holy Spirit as “the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it.” (v. 14)

4. Like the Israelites in Moses’ day, we need to be reminded of 
the inheritance that God has promised us.

5. We need to be reassured about the certainty of our 
inheritance.

6. This is why it is so important for us to be singing about our 
future hope.

7. The more you sing about such things, the more will your 
soul be assured that you have “an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith 
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for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (1 Pet. 
1:4-5)

D. One other way in which Moses’ song underscores the certainty of 
God’s promise being fulfilled is the way it describes the fear that 
the parting of the Red Sea instilled in the hearts of those who were 
living in the land that Israel would eventually possess.

1. We see this fear expressed by Rahab the prostitute when she 
says to the Israelite spies, “I know that the LORD has given 
you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you.  For 
we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red 
Sea before you when you came out of Egypt.” (Josh. 2:9-10)

2. Rahab said this forty years after the Israelites came out of 
Egypt.

3. The parting of the Red Sea was not easily forgotten.

4. It demonstrated God’s power, and in doing so it struck fear 
in the hearts of the nations.

5. It paved the way for God’s people to enter into their 
inheritance.

V. Conclusion

A. The Song of Moses teaches us to sing about God’s mighty acts of 
redemption.

1. Singing can be a very powerful activity.

2. It can even be revolutionary.

3. I love the scene in the movie “Casablanca” where the Nazi 
soldiers start singing a nationalistic German song in Rick’s 
American Cafe.
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4. When the resistance leader Victor Lazlo hears this, he leads 
the rest of the customers in singing the French national 
anthem, and they quickly drown out the Germans.

5. The Nazi in charge realizes how dangerous this is, and he 
immediately orders that the cafe be closed.

6. This is a picture of what singing does in our lives as 
Christians.

7. It drowns out the songs of the world.

B. Singing is also one of the ways in which we come to see how great 
the gospel really is.

1. It helps us reflect upon the plight from which our God has 
rescued us.

2. It stirs up our hearts to see the greatness of God’s grace to us 
in Christ.

3. We need to be reminded of this, because we are quick to 
forget amid the cares of life.

4. In the words of Richard Sibbes, “We are never in the 
condition in which we ought to be, unless grace is glory to 
us.  And when is grace glory to a sinner?  Oh, when he feels 
the weight and burden of his sin and languishing desires.  
Oh, that I might have a drop of mercy!  Then grace is glory, 
not only in God’s esteem, but in the eye of the sinner.  
Indeed, we are never soundly humbled till grace is glory in 
our esteem; that is, until it appears excellent and 
victorious.” [Richard Sibbes, Glorious Freedom, 82-3]

5. One of the chief ways in which you will see more and more 
of the glory and excellence of God’s grace in Jesus Christ is 
by singing about it.

6. So let us make sure that we keep on lifting up our voices, 
and let us sing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.


