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Message:   Here Is the Perseverance and Faith of the Saints
Text:          Revelation  13:1-10

Introduction

  A.  Nik Ripkin, author of the book now turned into a movie, The Insanity of God, is a pseudonym to protect the

persecuted believers he interviewed.  After listening to a group of believers in the former Soviet Republic of

Ukraine tell their stories of imprisonment and persecution under the Communists, along with God’s

provision of grace for their endurance, Nik asked, “I just don’t understand why you haven’t collected these

stories in a book?  Believers around the world ought to hear what you have been telling me here today. 

Your stories are amazing!  These are inspiring testimonies!  I have never heard anything like them!”   After

Nik made this last comment, “I have never heard anything like them!”, he writes ...

“An older pastor reached out and took my shoulder.  He clamped his other hand tightly onto my arm, and

looked me right in the eye.  He said, ‘Son, when did you stop reading your Bible?  All of our stories are in

the Bible.  God has already written them down.  Why would we bother writing books to tell our stories

when God has already told His story.  If you would just read the Bible, you would see that our stories are

there.’  He paused and then he asked me again, ‘When did you stop reading your Bible?’  Without waiting

for me to answer, he turned and walked away.  There was no friendly smile, no encouraging pat on the back,

and no kiss on the cheek.  His convicting question still echoes in my mind.”

  B.  Well, today we are going to read our Bibles.  We are going to read the book of Revelation, where Christ    

gives us visions of repeated sweeps of history between His First and Second Coming to earth, a time of

tribulation, suffering, and conflict for His church, yet a time where His gives us grace and wisdom to     

faithfully endure until He returns for us in victory.

  C.  Last week in Revelation chapter 12 we began a new cycle of visions that ends in the victorious 2         nd

Coming of Jesus Christ in chapter 14.

1. Revelation 12 - The source of the conflict - the devil and his angels.

2. Revelation 13 - A call to wisdom, considering the devils weapons include the state and its institutions.

3. Revelation 14 - The outcome of the conflict - Christ returns, preserving His own and destroying all    

who do not belong to Him.

  D.  Christ out of love and grace gives us this 3  cycle of visions to purge our hearts from any compromise with ourrd

government or culture, to enlighten our minds to discern God’s truth from the Devil’s deception, and to

encourage our perseverance in faithfulness to Jesus Christ as Lord, in this way protecting our inheritance of

our place with Him in His eternal glory and kingdom.

  E.  We have seen in Chapter 12 that Satan is at the source of the present conflict between the world and the     

church.

Revelation 12:9   And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the

devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels

were thrown down with him. ...  So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off 17

to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to

the testimony of Jesus. 

  F.  Today in chapter 13 God wants us to be wise and understand what resources of the world the devil uses in      

trying to overcome the church through intimidation or deception, so that we will not fall prey to Satan’s     

devices.  What agents does Satan use to intimidate and persecute the church.



I.  Revelation 13:1-8  Satan authorizes the state as his agent to persecute the
church and to deceive the ungodly.

  A.  13:1  The dragon stands on the seashore.

Revelation 13:1 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast

coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten

diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.

      1.  A beast arising from the sea in the dragon’s presence symbolizes the dragon’s authority over and      

delegation of authority to the beast.  This is substantiated by the beast’s possessing the 7 heads and 10    

horns possessed by the dragon (Satan) in 12:3.  The beast reflects the image of Satan.

Revelation 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having

seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.

      2.  The sea in the OT and elsewhere in Revelation is a metaphor of the world of sinful humanity (Cf.               

Revelation 21:1 - no sea in the new heaven and earth).  So the beast emerges from the world of sinful     

humanity.

Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea, for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss

up refuse and mud.

Revelation 17:1 “Come here, and I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on

many waters, ... 15 And he said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are

peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.”

Revelation 21:1   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first

earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 

  B.  13:1-2  The beast = a kingdom

Revelation 13:1 ...  Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven

heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.  And 2

the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth

like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority. 

      1.  Imagery of Revelation draws heavily from Daniel 7, where the beasts = kingdoms (individual kings    

[horns] are representative of their kingdoms), Babylon (lion), Medo-Persia (bear), Greece (leopard),     

Rome (iron teeth, 10 horns).

Daniel 7:3   "And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another. ... 17

'These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth. ... 23

... 'The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the

other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.  'As for the ten 24

horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise ....’” 

      2.  In Daniel’s day the beast who fought against the people of God was Babylon  (later overcome by Medo-   

Persia).  

      3.  In the apostle John’s day, it is the 4  beast, Rome, which wars against God’s people. th

Revelation 17:3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting

on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.  ...  9 "Here



is the mind which has wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman

sits, 10 and they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when

he comes, he must remain a little while. ... 12 "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who

have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.

      4.  The beast has blasphemous names.  Like the ancient pharaohs of Egypt, like Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon     

(Daniel 3), in the first century AD. , Roman emperors were worshiped as gods.  They had their divine     

names on Roman coins, and temples built to them were in each of the 7 cities of  Revelation 2-3 by the     

end of the 1  century.  The Roman historian Suetonius (born 69 AD) wrote that Domitian (81-98 AD)     st

asked to be called “our Lord and our God” (Suetonius, Domitian 13).

      5.  In our day, the beast is the kingdom of this world, in whatever form of ruling kingdoms/countries.  Some     

leaders in Japan, North Korea, Nepal *untl 2008) and called gods.  Countries blaspheme God when they    

call evil what He calls good, and call good what He calls evil, when they deny He is the one true God     

and Creator of all, when they deny Jesus is His divine Son.

  C.  13:3-4 The beast caused itself and the devil to be worshiped.

Revelation 13:3   I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was

healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast;  they worshiped the 4

dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying,

"Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" 

      1.  “as if slain” = as having been slain  Cf. Revelation 5:6 (Where the same Greek phrase is used of Christ)

Revelation 5:6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders

a Lamb standing, as if slain ....

      2.  Perhaps a reference to Nero’s death in 68 A.D. and subsequent recovery of the empire’s power by                  

Vespian (69-79 A.D.),  after a period of turbulence and uncertainty (3 emperors from 69-69 A.D., Galba,     

Otho, Vitellius)?

  D.  13:5,6 The duration of Satan’s opposition through the beast lasts beyond the Roman empire up to Christ’s     

Second Coming.

Revelation 13:5  There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and

blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.  And he opened 6

his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is,

those who dwell in heaven. 

      1.  42 months (1260 days, time, times, half time)  Cf 11:2,3; 12:6,14; 13:5  - metaphor (this period is     

qualitatively like that of Daniel 7:25) for period of persecution of the saints which began at Christ’s     

ascension (12:6) and will end at His 2  Coming.nd

Revelation 12:5   And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod

of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.  Then the woman fled into the 6

wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for

one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

      2.  Arrogant words and blasphemies - blasphemy involves slandering or defaming/dishonoring the name of       

the true God.  To attribute anything unrighteous to God or to attribute deity to any other but God is     

blasphemy.   The people of God are also blasphemed - called atheists and cannibals in Roman days,     

bigots, homophobes, narrow in our day.

  E.  13:7-8   The beast will overcome the church circumstantially, but not destroy her faith.



Revelation 13:7   It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome

them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. 8

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written

from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. 

1 John 5:19 W e know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil

one.

II.  Revelation 13:9-10  A call to wisdom that leads to perseverance in faith.

Revelation 13:9   If anyone has an ear, let him hear.  If anyone is destined for captivity, to 10

captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is
the perseverance and the faith of the saints. 

  A.  13:9  Call to wisdom

      1.  The world is not on God’s side.  The devil’s accomplice is the beast.

      2.  Christ has appointed persecution and death for his saints at the hands of the beast and its accomplices -

the institutions and general culture of this world’s kingdom.

Revelation 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast

some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be

faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  'He who has an ear, let him hear 11

what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.'

Revelation 6:11   And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they

should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren

who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also. 

  B.  13:10  Being willing to suffer and die in the face of the world’s opposition is what it means to have perseverance

and faith in Jesus.  (Cf. 14:12)

      1.  Our American church culture has generally not had to face this like the church in other parts of the world    

and in other epochs of history.  Nik Ripkin interviewed the son of a Ukranian pastor, who shared his     

father’s last words to the family the day before the Communists were to arrest him.

       “He hugged each one of us.  Then he said, ‘All around this part of the country, the

authorities are rounding up followers of Jesus and demanding that they deny their faith. 

Sometimes when they refuse, the authorities will line up whole families and hang them by the

neck until they are dead.  I don’t want that to happen to our family, so I am praying that once they

put me in prison, they will leave you and your mother alone.’  “‘However,’ and here he paused and

made eye contact with us, ‘If I am in prison and I hear that y wife and my children have been hung

to death rather than deny Jesus, I will be the most proud man in that prison!’”

    Ripkin writes, “W hen he finished his story, I was stunned.  I had never heard that kind of

thing in my church tgrowing up.  I hand never encourntered that in my pilgrimage.  I was sure that

I had never been told that a father should value his faith over his family.  Almost immediately,

though, I caught myself and I thought of some biblical examples of that very thing.  I guess that is

part of our story, I silently concluded.  But it’s a part of the story that we have kept very hidden.” 

      2.  Is the call to suffer for Christ’s sake being largely hidden from American churches?  We are not going to    

hear about this call from those who preach a prosperity gospel - trust Jesus to give you health, wealth,      

and circumstantial happiness in this life.  Few Christian radio stations who proclaim and brand     

themselves as “uplifting and encouraging” will encourage us to fulfill our calling to suffer for Christ’s     

sake, following His example, as found in 1 Peter 2.

1 Peter 2:21  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,



leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  W HO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR 22

W AS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 23

while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges

righteously;

      3.  But here is the wisdom Christ would have us embrace:  Perseverance in Christ-provided, Spirit- 

         empowered faith in the midst of worldly defeat is in fact the spiritual victory that overcomes the

world.

Luke 9:24   "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My

sake, he is the one who will save it.

1 John 5:4  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has

overcome the world-- our faith. 

Not a faith in ourselves, not a faith in our faith, but a faith in our great God and Savior, Jesus

Christ, W ho died in our place for our sins, and rose again for our justification.
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