
 

Live As the People of God –  (1 Peter 2:4-10 –part II) 

• 1 Peter 2:1-10 see the high calling of God’s people before we receive instructions

• People of God: spiritual temple, living stones, united to Jesus Christ: living Stone

• As God’s dwelling place the church has both a status & a ministry 

• He describes our standing before God. We’re a spirtual house & holy priesthood 

• A chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession 

I. A People For God 

• God saved Israel out of Egypt, redeemed them & claimed them for Himself  

• A people for Himself, distinct from all peoples: a holy nation, a kingdom of priests

• God brought Israel into close fellowship with Him, their access to Him is priestly 

• God dwells in their midst. They are holy because God is holy (1 Peter 1:15,16) 

• The people rebelled & God judged them with curses of the covenant (Hos 1:10) 

• Yet God promised a marvelous restoration. Israel was again made holy(Isa 61:6) 

• The prophets of God describe the marvel of God’s restoration in the latter days 

• Not only will the remnant of the nations, even enemy nations, will be gathered 

II. A Priesthood of All Peoples, by His grace 

• Peter is proclaiming this fulfillment. The temple of the new covenant is spiritual  

• If Israel through sin had become no people, then the grace which  can restore the 

Israelites to their forfeited inheritance is the same grace that saves the Gentiles  

• Now the Gentiles are included in God’s nation of priest, their access is spiritual (5)

• How can Gentiles gain this priestly privilege? they are no longer aliens (Eph 2:19) 

• Jesus’ atoning death fulfilled all the temple sacrifices, His blood purifies his people

• Our approach to God in worship is coming to: living Stone of God’s appointment 

• It is not a physical approach to some edifice, it is the spiritual approach of faith 

III. A People for God’s Own Possession 

• Church of the new covenant is not only a holy temple and a priesthood enjoying 

the presence of God, it is also an elect people of God’s own possession (9) 

• God’s elect have no grounds for boasting (1 Cor 1:28,29; Deut 7:7,8a) 

• We are God’s possession, His personal prized possession because of His love  

• Even though God’s people rebelled, God would gather them in (Ezek 37:3-6) 

• Christ the Good Shepherd will gather all His sheep in and they will be one fold 


