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GALATIANS 6:7-10 

#16 in Series, “Galatians: Living With Roots” 
 
“It was with the rediscovery of the Bible and of its message at the time of the Reformation…that a new impetus came to the 
development of science. This new impetus, flowing together with all that was best in Greek thinking, was to produce the right 
mixture to detonate the chain reaction leading to the explosion of knowledge which began at the start of the scientific revolution 
in the sixteenth century, and which is proceeding with ever-increasing momentum today.”                                —Malcolm Jeeves 
 
 
Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.” 
 
 
I.       The Law of the Harvest Stated (v. 7) 
 

1 John 1:8 (NKJV) “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 
 
Revelation 12:9a (NKJV) “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives 
the whole world…”   
 
Numbers 32:23b (NKJV) “…you have sinned against the Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out.” 
 
Job 4:8 (NKJV) “Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the same.” 
 
Proverbs 1:31 (ESV) “therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way, and have their fill of their own devices.” 
 
Hosea 8:7a (NKJV) “They sow the wind, and reap the whirlwind.”  
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.” 
 
 
 

 
II.      The Law of the Harvest Detailed (v. 8) 
 

A. We Can Choose to Sow to the Flesh (v. 8a) 
 
 

The flesh is simply the self life. 
 
“Every time we allow our mind to harbor a grudge, nurse a grievance, entertain an impure fantasy, or wallow in       
self-pity, we are sowing to the flesh. Every time we linger in bad company whose insidious influence we know we 
cannot resist, every time we lie in bed when we know that we ought to be up praying, every time we read 
pornographic literature, every time we take a risk that strains our self control, we are sowing, sowing, sowing to the 
flesh. Some Christians sow to the flesh every day and wonder why they do not reap holiness. Holiness is a harvest; 
whether we reap it or not depends almost entirely on what and where we sow.”                                           —John Stott 
                                                            
 
 



2 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses 
the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.” 

 
 
 

B. We Can Choose to Sow to the Spirit (v. 8b) 
 
 

1 John 5:20b (NKJV) “…His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.” 
 
 
 
 
III.     The Law of the Harvest Fulfilled (v. 9) 
 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:13 (NKJV) “But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 
 
 
“I feel as a farmer does about his crop: sometimes I think the seed is springing, and thus I hope; a little time blasts all, and 
my hopes are gone like a cloud. They were only weeds which appeared; or if a little corn sprung up, it quickly dies, being 
either choked with weeds, or parched up by the sun of persecution. Yet I still hope in God, and will go forth in His 
strength.”                                                                                                                                     —William Carey (1761-1834) 
 
 
Revelation 22:12 (NKJV) “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to 
his work.” 

 
 
 
 
IV.      The Law of the Harvest Practiced (v. 10) 
 
 

John 13:35 (NKJV) “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
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   The Bible is a book of truth and as truth it is trustworthy in what it says about any subject – science, 

history, philosophy, theology, and any other category of truth. The laws that God has set up in the 

physical world are the basis for modern science. Because God is a God of order (1 Corinthians 14:33), 

His creation is orderly. We communicate this by the term, “The Laws of Nature”. The concept of laws 

controlling nature came from the Biblical presentation of God as being both creator and lawgiver. The 



early scientists were acting on faith that the world they were studying was orderly and operated according 

to laws. That’s why many early scientists described their work as “thinking God’s thoughts after Him”. It 

is interesting that the rise of modern science with its scientific method is attributed by many historians to 

the renaissance, but the time frame fits something else that was going on during the rise of modern 

science – the Protestant Reformation. What was one of the five cries of the Reformation? It was Sola 

Scriptura – the Scripture alone is our authority. One of the great organizations that helped propel science 

and scientific advances was the Royal Society of London for Improving Natural Knowledge. It was 

founded in 1660. Most of its members were professing Christians. The society began in Gresham College 

in London. Gresham was not only a Christian College; it was a Puritan college and therefore taught from 

a purely Biblical worldview. Seven of the ten scientists who formed the nucleus of this group were 

Puritans [James Kennedy, What if Jesus Had Never Been Born? Page 98]. Dr. Malcolm Jeeves in his 

book, The Scientific Enterprise and the Christian Faith said, “It was with the rediscovery of the Bible and 

of its message at the time of the Reformation … that a new impetus came to the development of science. 

This new impetus, flowing together with all that was best in Greek thinking, was to produce the right 

mixture to detonate the chain reaction leading to the explosion of knowledge which began at the start of 

the scientific revolution in the sixteenth century, and which is proceeding with ever-increasing momentum 

today” [Quoted in James Kennedy, What if Jesus had never been born? Page 94]. Not only is the Bible 

not in conflict with true science; a biblical worldview laid the foundation for modern science.  

   It is very interesting that the prevailing view of truth today in our culture is relativism. This view says 

that there is no absolute truth. Truth is relative to each individual. Something may be true for you, but not 

for me. I find it amusing that they never apply that view to scientific laws such as the law of gravity. 

Imagine someone standing on a 20 story building without a parachute preparing to jump. You say, “Look, 

if you jump, the law of gravity takes over and you will go down fast and splat all over the street below”. 

The jumper says, “Hey, the law of gravity might be truth for you, but it’s not my truth; I don’t believe that 

so called law.” If they jump, they won’t have a happy ending; they will demonstrate the reality of the law 

of gravity. Here is what I want to get across to each person: the same God who established the scientific 

laws established the moral laws of the universe. The Lord’s laws in the unseen world are as real and 

absolute as the ones in the visible creation. Verses 7-8 proclaim a law that is just as real and consistent as 

the law of gravity. 

   When God’s moral and ethical laws are violated, there are consequences. Author and adventurer Earnest 

Hemmingway (1899-1961) became famous for snubbing his nose at morality and God. He even declared 

that his own life proved that a person could do anything he wanted without consequences. Hemmingway 

considered the Bible to be antiquated. Moral and spiritual laws were considered religious superstition that 

had no relevance. In a mocking parody of the Lord’s Prayer, he wrote, “Our nada [Spanish for “nothing”] 

which art in nada”. But like the man who jumped from the 20 story building, Hemmingway only proved 

that God’s moral laws were true. His sinful life led to such complete despair and hopelessness that he 

ended his own life. 

  The law of sowing and reaping is perhaps the most basic of God’s moral laws. I am calling it “The Law 

of the Harvest”. This law of God is never broken. Let’s examine the context of Paul’s statement of this 

law of God. The context of Paul referring to this law God has established is how Christian fellowship 

responds to a fallen brother. In the last message, we examined Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) “Brethren, if a man 

is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering 

yourself lest you also be tempted.” There is urgency in restoring this fallen one, because if they don’t turn 

from their sowing to their flesh, there will be tragic consequences. To those who are listening to this 

message that are in rebellion against the Lord, I plead with you to repent and be restored to an obedient 

walk with the Lord before your reaping devastates your life and witness.  

 

I.       The Law of the Harvest Stated (V7) 

   In some ways the first 4 words of this moral law is the theme of the book of Galatians. Do not be 

deceived by false teachers; do not be deceived by legalism; do not be deceived by license. The word 



“deceived” means to be led astray. There are three ways that we are deceived. First, we can deceive 

ourselves. We often call that “rationalization”. 1 John 1:8 (NKJV) says, “If we say that we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Second, false teachers can deceive us. These false 

teachers are called “savage wolves” in Acts 20:29. Third, Satan is ultimately behind all deception. Listen 

to his description in Revelation 12:9a (NKJV) “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, 

called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world…”  

   The phrase “God is not mocked” is important. It is horrible when a believer is deceived, but to refuse to 

repent of sin is to mock God! The word “mocked” is derived from the Greek word for a nose. It literally 

means to “turn up the nose at”. That is a timeless symbol that goes across language and cultural barriers to 

mean treating someone with contempt, to sneer, or disdain. For a Christian to allow sin to remain in their 

life is to turn up the nose at God, to treat Almighty God with contempt. The plain spoken evangelist, Billy 

Sunday called it “blowing smoke in God’s face”.  

   The actual law of the harvest is found in those words, “whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.” 

Just as that is true in the natural realm of botany, it is also true in the spiritual realm. In the natural realm, 

you don’t sow soy beans and harvest wheat. It is not the reaper that determines what the harvest is; it is 

the sower. In the spiritual realm, you don’t sow rebellion against the Lord, mock Him and then reap 

intimacy with Him, peace and blessings from Him. You find that law of sowing and reaping stated in 

different way in several places in the Bible. Numbers 32:23b (NKJV) “…you have sinned against the 

Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out.” Job 4:8 (NKJV) “Even as I have seen, those who plow 

iniquity and sow trouble reap the same.” Proverbs 1:31 (ESV) “therefore they shall eat the fruit of their 

way, and have their fill of their own devices.” Hosea 8:7a (NKJV) "They sow the wind, and reap the 

whirlwind.” When you sin against God, don’t expect a happy ending! 

   Before we go any further, let me share something glorious. I was originally going to wait until the end 

of this message to share what I am about to share, but I can’t wait. I have been applying this law of the 

harvest to Christians, but how does anyone escape reaping eternal separation from God because of the fact 

that we have all sowed sin. The Gospel of grace does not contradict the law of sowing and reaping. Here 

is how grace works in salvation. The law of salvation in Jesus Christ is the ultimate example of the law of 

the harvest. Jesus in His earthly life sowed perfect obedience to God’s law in word, thought, and deed. He 

reaped righteousness and acceptance by the Father. On the cross, Jesus took all that we sowed – sin in 

word, thought and deed, and He suffered the reaping of our sin – the wrath of God. All who repent of their 

sin and savingly believe on Christ, trusting His provision at the cross, are united to Christ and His death is 

now reckoned ours because we are in Him; His righteousness is now reckoned ours because we are in 

Him. Hallelujah! He reaped what we sowed that we might be united in Him and reap what He sowed. Oh 

glorious Gospel! 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 

we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  

   While the adopted children of God through faith in Jesus Christ will not experience the ultimate reaping 

of our sins (an eternal suffering of the wrath of God in hell), we do reap the temporal consequences of our 

sin. This reaping includes the discipline of God and the natural scars, heartache, and pain that come in this 

world from sinning against our Father. For example, when as a Christian you sow dishonesty, you will 

reap the breaking of relationships and the resulting loneliness. When you sow envy and jealousy, you will 

reap the loss of contentment and the sweet intimate fellowship with God that is our highest earthly 

delight. When you sow marital unfaithfulness, you will reap the scars, the mistrust, the barriers that will 

be established in your marriage, and the knowledge that you have damaged the relationship that God 

chose to picture the relationship between Christ and the church. God’s grace does not remove or allow 

you to escape the earthly reaping of the sin you sowed. However, when you repent and confess your sin, 

His grace covers you and allows you to suffer the earthly consequences while rejoicing in a restored 

fellowship and intimacy with Him.  

   We see the Law of the Harvest Stated. 

 

II.      The Law of the Harvest Detailed (V8) 



   This verse simply adds more details to verse 7 by showing the two fields in which you can sow. 

A.   We Can Choose to Sow to the Flesh (V8a)  

   As a reminder, for a Christian, the flesh is living the Christian life in our own strength and being 

controlled by the habit patterns programmed in us by the old man (sinful nature). Even if you were saved 

at an early age, you developed ways of coping with painful circumstances and ways of getting your own 

way. At salvation, you receive a new nature and the Holy Spirit comes to indwell you to empower you to 

walk in the Spirit and not walk in the old ways and desires of the flesh, but the pull of the flesh is still 

there. The flesh is simply the self life. When you pander to the self life by putting it in the control center 

of your life instead of denying self and taking up your cross daily as Luke 9:23 says, you will reap 

corruption. The seed sown in the field of the flesh is primarily thoughts and deeds. John Stott does a great 

job describing what sowing to the flesh looks like. “Every time we allow our mind to harbor a grudge, 

nurse a grievance, entertain an impure fantasy, or wallow in self-pity, we are sowing to the flesh. Every 

time we linger in bad company whose insidious influence we know we cannot resist, every time we lie in 

bed when we know that we ought to be up praying, every time we read pornographic literature, every time 

we take a risk that strains our self control, we are sowing, sowing, sowing to the flesh. Some Christians 

sow to the flesh every day and wonder why they do not reap holiness. Holiness is a harvest; whether we 

reap it or not depends almost entirely on what and where we sow.” [John Stott, The Message of Galatians, 

170].  

   The word translated “corruption” means rottenness or decay. Sowing to the flesh brings rottenness into 

our life. The desire of every believer is to be described by 2 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) “Now thanks be 

to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge 

in every place.” When we sow to the flesh, instead of “the fragrance of His knowledge” we diffuse the 

stench of death and rottenness. When you are sexually active before marriage, your corruption is a 

damaged capacity for true intimacy. When you hold on to a wrong done to you and refuse to forgive, you 

reap the corruption of damaging every other relationship in your life. When you sow a love of money you 

reap the corruption of a self centered life that is enslaved to money. When you sow TV over the Word of 

God you reap the corruption of a stunted spiritual maturity. When you sow any unscriptural action or 

thoughts, you will reap some type of corruption. 

B.   We Can Choose to Sow to the Spirit (V8b) 

   Sowing to the Spirit is to daily walk in the Spirit (as we saw in Galatians 5:16). To sow to the Spirit 

means living for God’s pleasure and glory and not living a self centered, self empowered life for our own 

pleasure and glory. We sow to the Spirit when we deny personal ambition to serve others. We sow to the 

Spirit when we give to get the Gospel to the unreached instead of spending it on our own toys and 

trinkets. We sow to the Spirit when we choose to forgive that person who wounded us and begin to pray 

for them and return good for the evil done to us. We sow to the Spirit when we risk rejection to share the 

Gospel with a neighbor, co-worker, or friend. We sow to the Spirit when we love our spouse with Christ’s 

love, even when they have disappointed us and have “let us down” in some area. Any time we act in 

obedience trusting in the enabling of the Holy Spirit and do the deed for the glory of God alone, we have 

sown to the Spirit.  

   Notice the results of sowing to the Spirit. We reap everlasting or eternal life. What is eternal life? There 

is only one eternal life (no beginning and no end) and that is God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Eternal 

life for believers is presented as Christ’s life. 1 John 5:20b (NKJV) “…His Son Jesus Christ. This is the 

true God and eternal life.” When we sow to the Spirit, the Spirit lives out Christ’s life through us. What 

will the life lived out through us look like? It will be characterized by “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). That fruit of the Spirit is a 

perfect picture of Christ’s life. When we sow to the Spirit, we reap eternal life, Christ’s life which looks 

like the fruit of the Spirit. 

   There are the choices – corruption if we sow to the flesh or love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control if we sow to the Spirit.  

   We have seen the law of the harvest stated and detailed. 



 

III.     The Law of the Harvest Fulfilled (V9) 

   The main thing I want you to get in this verse is that you don’t sow and reap on the same day. There is a 

time period between the sowing and the reaping. The Lord knew that we would need a lot of 

encouragement in this area, so He gave us multiple promises dealing with this principle. 2 Thessalonians 

3:13 (NKJV) “But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 

(NKJV) “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” We live in a world of instant everything, but the 

Lord says that the reaping will come in His time. Sometimes the reaping waits until heaven. We must be 

very careful that we do not get discouraged because of the delay between the sowing and the reaping.  

   William Cary (1761-1834) is often called the father of modern missions. From the time that he arrived 

in India in 1793, Cary began to teach the Bible to anyone who would listen. He continued translating the 

Bible into the various Indian languages and teaching to all who would hear for 7 years. During that time 

he did not see a single conversion to Christ. Cary (as you would expect) struggled with discouragement. 

In a letter back to England he wrote: “I feel as a farmer does about his crop: sometimes I think the seed is 

springing, and thus I hope; a little time blasts all, and my hopes are gone like a cloud. They were only 

weeds which appeared; or if a little corn sprung up, it quickly dies, being either choked with weeds, or 

parched up by the sun of persecution. Yet I still hope in God, and will go forth in His strength.” In 1800 

he finally began to see some reaping of what he so diligently sowed as he baptized his first Hindu convert 

in the Ganges River. Today, over 200 years later Cary’s influence can be seen all over India and in many 

other countries because of the missionaries that he influenced. 

   Whatever your ministry, whatever your endeavors for Christ’s sake, don’t grow weary in well doing for 

in God’s time there will be a reaping. [If time, give illustrations of Mrs. Alexander and Lucille Beeler]. 

The law of the harvest is real! The reaping of what is sown in the Spirit will come. Revelation 22:12 

(NKJV) "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to 

his work.” 

   We have seen the law of the harvest stated, detailed, and fulfilled. 

 

IV.      The Law of the Harvest Practiced (V10) 

   The phrase “do good” of course refers to making disciples of Christ because that is the greatest good, 

but it is more than that. Our “doing good” is doing whatever love discerns is their real need. This love is 

to be directed to “all”, but the priority is to those of the household of faith – those in the church. Doesn’t 

that seem a little selfish? Why not those on the outside first? It is because this is the God ordained way 

that the church shows the world that we are disciples of Christ. John 13:35 (NKJV) “By this all will 

know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." From letters written during the first 

century by non-Christians, we see that one of the things that attracted unbelievers to Christ was the love 

and care that Christians had toward one another. This giving priority to those in the faith family is not a 

matter of being selfish; it is a matter of witness.  

CONCLUSION 

   In a sense the Gospel is God sowing His only begotten Son on the earth to reap a harvest of those 

who would repent of their sin and trust in Him alone for their salvation. 


