
Every day  

is not  

a  

great day 



Breaking the glass 



What do  

our church 

services 

reflect? 



A  

father’s  

letter 



Matthew 6:34 - “Each day has enough trouble of 

its own.” 

John 15:20 - “Remember what I told you: ‘A 

servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 

persecuted me, they will persecute you also”.  

John 16:33 - “I have told you these things, so that 

in me you may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 

world.” 

Acts 14:21-22 – “Then they returned to Lystra, 

Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples 

and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. 

“We must go through many hardships to enter the 

kingdom of God,” they said.  

 



From my column on Robin Williams 

 One important question we must all ask 

is whether we have room in our lives 

for normal sadness. Do we now live in 

cultures that encourage unrealistic 

expectations of uninterrupted 

happiness? Are we teaching young 

people the truth about how tough life 

can be? 



 “We need to develop the wisdom for living a life that 
is comfortable with being uncomfortable, and accept 
the fact that it sometimes doesn’t feel good to be a 
Christian....” 

  

 “many people believe God’s main job is to make us 
feel good about ourselves and remain happy on our 
journey…” 

  

 “In this approach to following Jesus, there is no 
place for ambiguity, tension, struggle or any sense 
of anxiety. It’s a lot easier to believe that abundant 
life comes without pain and struggle. This mentality, 
however, directly opposes the type of self-denying 
life Jesus lived (Luke 22:42), and the inward dying 
and external pain Paul wrote about (2 Corinthians 
4:7-12, Romans 5:3-5).” (By Zac Northen 

 



These Inward Trials 
 I asked the Lord, that I might grow  In faith, and love, and every 

grace;  Might more of His salvation know,  And seek more earnestly 
His face. 

 I hoped that in some favored hour  at once He’d answer my request, 
 and by His love’s constraining power  subdue my sins, and give me 
rest. 

 Instead of this, He made me feel  the hidden evils of my heart;  

 And let the angry powers of hell assault my soul in every part. 

 Yea more, with His own hand He seemed intent to aggravate my 
woe; Crossed all the fair designs I schemed,  Blasted my gourds, 
and laid me low. 

 ‘Lord, why is this?’ I trembling cried, `Wilt thou pursue Thy worm to 
death?’ `Tis in this way,’ the Lord replied,`I answer prayer for grace 
and faith. 

 These inward trials I employ - from self and pride to set thee free;  
And break thy schemes of earthly joy, That thou mayst seek thy all in 
Me.’ John Newton 



Six purposes for pain  

1. Pain captures our attention – “God 

whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our 

conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His 

megaphone to rouse a deaf world” (The 

Problem of Pain, C. S. Lewis). 

2. Pain cures our sense of independence 

– “it is good for us to be cured of the illusion of 

‘independence’” (Collected Letters, Vol. III). 

3. Pain crumbles our pride – “Man has to be 

knocked silly before he comes to his senses” 
(A Grief Observed). (see: II Corinthians 12:7-10 for 
#’s 2 & 3) 

 



4. Pain creates opportunities for our 

sanctification – “the redemptive effect of 
suffering lies chiefly in its tendency to reduce the 
rebel will” (The Problem of Pain). 

 

4. Pain confirms our faith – “You never know 
how much you really believe anything until its truth 
or falsehood becomes a matter of life and death to 
you” (A Grief Observed) 

 

4. Pain equips us to comfort others        (II 
Corinthians 1:3-4) 

5. Pain encourages us to long for heaven 

 (Romans 8:16, 22-23; II Corinthians 4:16-18 

 

 



Wisdom from 

J. I. Packer’s 

“Knowing 

God” 



• “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I 
obey your word…It was good for me to be 
afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.” 
(Psalm 119:67, 71) 

• “Suffering so unbolts the door of the heart 
that the Word has easier entrance.” (Richard 
Baxter) 

• “God frequently utilizes and blesses small 
acts of faithfulness in the context of deep 
misery to bring forth blessing we could not 
possibly have asked for but would have been 
happy to suffer for.”   (D.A. Carson, How 
Long O Lord, p. 241) 



God’s good purpose in trials 

1. The experience of Joseph:  To his brothers, he said, 
“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives.’ (Genesis 50:20). 

2. The experience of David: `Before I was afflicted I 
went astray, but now I obey your word….It was good for 
me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.’ 
(Psalm 119:67,71) 

3. The experience in all things: ”And we know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love Him, who 
have been called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

4. The experience of discipline:  “…But God disciplines 
us for our good, that we may share in His holiness” 
(Hebrews 12:10b). 



 “We note that Paul does not say here that all 
things that happen to us are good things. In 
fact, bad things happen to us. Painful things. 
Things that crush our spirits. Things that leave 
wounds and scars. Things that evoke grief and 
lead us into the house of mourning. Yet all of 
these bad things that happen to us are 
working together for our good.” R.C. Sproul  



• “It is better to go to a house of mourning than 
to go to a house of feasting; for death is the 
destiny of all men; the living should take it to 
heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2). 

 



• “The Bible does not give us a quick and easy 
answer to why God allows evil to continue in 
his world. But if we think back about how God 
involved himself in such a costly way in the 
ultimate defeat of sin and death (crucifixion), 
then whatever reason he may have, it is not 
that he is indifferent to the human 
race.”   (Seeing Through Cynicism, Dick Keyes) 



• D.A. Carson wrote, “The sovereign and utterly 
good God created a good universe. We human 
beings rebelled; rebellion is now so much a part 
of our make-up that we are all enmeshed in it. 
Every scrap of suffering we face turns on this fact. 
The Bible itself centers on how God takes action 
to reverse these dreadful effects and their root 
cause, sin itself, and the believer’s hope is the 
new heaven and earth where neither sin nor 
sorrow will ever be experienced again.” (How 
Long, O Lord?) 



• "And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away." (Revelation 21:3-4) 



Trials in life 

Romans 8:22-23 

 

“We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit,  groan  inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 
bodies.” 


