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ISRAEL’S NATIONAL SALVATION 
 
Zechariah 13:1-6 
 

1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. 2And it shall come to 
pass in that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the 
idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered; and also I will 
cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 3And it shall 
come to pass that, when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother 
that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in 
the name of Jehovah; and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust 
him through when he prophesieth. 4And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he prophesieth; 
neither shall they wear a hairy mantle to deceive: 5 but he shall say, I am no 
prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for I have been made a bondman from my 
youth. 6And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds between thine 
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arms? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of 
my friends (ASV 1901). 

 
THE CLEANSING OF ISRAEL FROM SIN 
 
Zechariah 13:1-6 

 
1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness (ASV 1901). 

 
Zechariah is receiving additional revelation from the Great God of the universe that 
speaks to him about the events during Israel’s future national salvation. Israel had been 
guilty of the rejection of their Savior and had been suffering under a substantial amount 
of guilt over this. Their hardness of heart was keeping them from national belief in the 
truth of Jesus. Earlier in the text of chapter twelve Israel as a whole nation from the 
highest elected officials, the Temple guardians then down to the common citizens 
realized that their ancestors had caused the death of their Messiah Jesus. They too are 
guilty for perpetuating this lie. In one day and all at once those whom the Lord has 
chosen will be “Born Again” together. As the text says, “there shall be a fountain 
opened.” The Hebrew word used here for “fountain” is maqor. It is in this instance 
referring to a substantial amount of blessing, which God Himself will pour out to the house 
of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. His blessing will essentially gush forth to 
all Israel (Romans 11:26). We see the same usage of “fountain” used in Psalm 36:9: 
“For with Thee is the fountain of life”; and in Jeremiah 2:13 and 17:13 it is used as the 
figure of Jehovah Himself, “the Fountain of living waters.” It is clearly used here in 
addition to illustrating the abundance of God’s blessings to purify. Our text says that the 
reason for this fountain being poured out on is to remove sin and impurity. Not only will 
the purification cover bodily defilement from abominable practices such as drug and 
sexual abuse but moral and spiritual defilement (idolatry) as well. The blessed fountain 
is none other that our Lord the Jewish Messiah Jesus. On the day that our Lord was 
crucified God’s fountain was opened for all to see and partake. At the Second Coming of 
Christ the Nation Israel will finally partake in that fountain. Then finally all Israel’s 
spiritual regeneration will occur as well as the inauguration of the New Covenant 
(Jeremiah 31:31–37; Ezekiel 36:25–32; Romans 11:26–27). 

 
IDOLATRY AND FALSE PROPHETS WILL BE REMOVED FROM ISRAEL 
 
Zechariah 13:2 
 

2And it shall come to pass in that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, that I will cut off 
the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered; 
and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the 
land (ASV 1901). 

 
As part of God pouring out His Spirit upon the Israelites they will immediately realize that 
the false prophets and their idols are an anathema to them. God will cause them to be 
removed from Israel. False prophets prophesied lies (Jeremiah 6:13; 27:14; Zechariah 
13:3), deceived the people with their dreams (Jeremiah 29:8), prophesied by the alleged 
authority of Baal (Jeremiah 2:8; 23:13), threatened the lives of the true prophets (Jeremiah 
26:7), and dared to speak when they had not stood in the council of the Lord and received 
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a word directly from the Lord (Jeremiah 23:18). Typically, their prophecies promised 
peace when there was no peace to be had (Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11; 14:3; 23:17; Jeremiah 28:2 
Jeremiah 28:11; Ezekiel 13:10 ; Micah 3:5 ), for their visions were drawn out of their own 
demonically fed hearts (Jeremiah 14:14 ; 23:16 ; Ezekiel 13:2-3 ; 22:28 ). Some false 
prophets used magic (Ezekiel 13:17-23), others appeared to use divination, soothsaying, 
witchcraft, necromancy, and sorcery, which were all forbidden arts and practices in the 
classical passage that set forth divine revelation in contrast to such practices 
(Deuteronomy 18:9-13). The false prophets gave the people what they wanted to hear and 
thereby placed "whitewash" (Ezekiel 13:10-12 Ezekiel 13:14-15; 22:28) over every 
situation, no matter how adverse it appeared. In the Church Age there still many “men 
pleasers” rather than God pleasers in the pulpit (Galatians 1:10; I Corinthians 10:33; 1 
Thessalonians 2:15). 

                        The Adoration of the Golden Calf by Nicolas Poussin Cir 1665 
 
FOUNDATION FOR FALSE PROPHECY 
 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 
 

1 If there arise in the midst of thee a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and he 
give thee a sign or a wonder, 2and the sign or the wonder come to pass, 
whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou 
hast not known, and let us serve them; 3thou shalt not hearken unto the words 
of that prophet, or unto that dreamer of dreams: for Jehovah your God 
proveth (is testing) you, to know whether ye love Jehovah your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul. 4Ye shall walk after Jehovah your God, and 
fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve 
him, and cleave unto him. (ASV1901). 
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Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
 

15Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of 
thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 16according to all that 
thou desiredst of Jehovah thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, 
Let me not hear again the voice of Jehovah my God, neither let me see this 
great fire any more, that I die not. 17And Jehovah said unto me, They have 
well said that which they have spoken. 18I will raise them up a prophet from 
among their brethren, like unto thee; and I will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 19And it shall come 
to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words, which he shall speak 
in my name, I will require it of him. 20But the prophet, that shall speak a word 
presumptuously in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or 
that shall speak in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die. 21And 
if thou say in thy heart, How shall we know the word which Jehovah hath not 
spoken? 22when a prophet speaketh in the name of Jehovah, if the thing follow 
not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which Jehovah hath not spoken: the 
prophet hath spoken it presumptuously, thou shalt not be afraid of him (ASV 
1901). 

 
THESE TWO VERSES CONTAIN AT LEAST SEVEN DIRECTIONS REGARDING PROPHETS. 
 

1. If the prophet does a sign or a wonder, which actually occurs, while he encourages 
a belief in other gods leave him quickly. (Such as, the dark magic of Canaanite 
diviners, witches, and spiritists). 

2. God provides tests through these false prophets to let us know that we either love 
Him or we do not. 

3. We must serve the true God only who is called here Jehovah.  
4. Following a succession of God’s prophets after Moses the Lord God will raise up a 

prophet which will be as Him in the midst of Israel. This will be Jesus the Messiah. 
5. The prophets will be speaking God’s Word. 
6. If a false prophet rose in the midst of the Israelites they were not to be afraid of 

him. 
7. Finally that false prophet must be put to death. 

 
In the Church Age we do not have the legal ability to rid ourselves of false prophets 
through death. This is because Christianity is not a nation as the Israelites were who had 
Laws enacted by God in a theocracy. However we can test what they say by matching it 
with Scripture. If what they tell us to do is not Scriptural we must not listen to them, call 
them out as false prophets, and do not fear them. If they are the leaders in a particular 
fellowship we are in we must leave it. It is a test of obedience to God.  We have the 
example of the Bereans of Acts 17:11 to provide us with guidance. Always test what a 
prophet, pastor, or teacher says against Scripture. Make sure they live their life in 
accordance with their teaching (Matthew 7:15-16). 
 
Some examples of modern day false prophets are those who: 
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1. Engage in legalism, which is making non-biblical rules binding for salvation and 
or sanctification. 

2. Set dates for Christ’s return. 
3. Encourage immoral behavior, including abortion and sexual deviancy. 
4. Encourage fellowshipping with religious groups that do not hold to the inerrancy 

of Scripture. 
5. Follow after the occult and occultic groups. 
6. Deny the Deity of Christ. 
7. Deny the Second Coming. 
8. Deny the virgin birth 
9. Deny the authority of the Bible 
10. Deny the Substitionary Atonement. 

 
We must not be unequally yoked together (II Corinthians 6:14) with them and: 
 
We must separate from them. The Lord has commanded it. 

 
1. Separation is not an optional part of Christianity; it is a commandment (Romans 

16:17-18; II Cor. 6:14-17; I Timothy 6:5; II Timothy 2:16-18; 3:5; Titus 3:10; 2 
John 7-11; Revelation 18:4). 

2. Separation is not mean or unloving; it is obedience to God. 
 

a. “Mark them . . . avoid them” (Romans 16:17)  
b. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with” (II Corinthians 6:14) 
c. “Have no fellowship with” (II Corinthians 6:14) 
d. “Come out from among” (II Corinthians 6:17) 
e. “Withdraw thyself” (II Timothy 6:5) 
f. “Shun” (II Timothy 2:16) 
g. “Purge oneself from” (II Timothy 2:21) 
h. “From such turn away” (II Timothy 3:5) 
i. “Reject” (Titus 3:10) 
j. “Receive them not into your house neither bid them Godspeed” (II Jn. 10) 

 
3. We are to separate even from brethren who are walking in disobedience                

(II Thessalonians 3:6) 
 

Separation is a wall of protection against spiritual danger. Failure to separate from error 
leaves one open to the influence of error (I Corinthians 15:33). The reason a shepherd 
separates the sheep from wolves is to protect them. Likewise, a faithful and godly Bible 
teacher will seek to separate his flock from spiritual dangers that are even more 
destructive than wolves.  
 
GOD DEALS WITH THE FALSE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL 
 
Zechariah 13:3-4 
 

3And it shall come to pass that, when any shall yet prophesy, then his father 
and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou 
speakest lies in the name of Jehovah; and his father and his mother that begat 
him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth. 4And it shall come to pass 
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in that day that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he 
prophesieth; neither shall they wear a hairy mantle to deceive:  (ASV 1901). 

 
At this time God will be starting the Millennial Kingdom. His Theocracy, which will have 
His will, enacted into Law. One of which is the elimination of false prophets. In this verse 
it is quite clear that even parents who find one within their children will kill him with 
some spear like object at the point they begin their false prophetic diatribe. During the 
Great Tribulation and even leading up to it there will be a seven-fold increase in false 
prophets due to the intense demonic prevalence of this era (Matthew 12:43-45). The 
greatest evidence will be the world’s worship of the Antichrist and the False Prophet as 
evidence by and culminating with Israel’s treaty with the Antichrist (Daniel 9:27). 
Therefore they, shall no more be remembered (v.2). So their parents will not mourn these 
demonically controlled children. 
 
As a result of this divine pouring out of God’s Spirit many false prophets will turn to feign 
righteousness, claiming to be ashamed for what they did. They will even put off the attire 
of a righteous prophet, which they wore in their deceptions. Previously they wore the 
hairy mantle to deceive. This would be the garb the false prophet wore as he deceived the 
people. Elijah wore such a mantle of rough seep or goatskin called an addereth meaning to 
be wide or great. Elijah cast his off and gave it to his successor Elisha (II Kings 19:13, 
19). The false prophets of future Israel will act ashamed that they put on the genuine 
prophets clothes in their deception. This is the elimination of the sheep’s clothing used by 
the wolf. 
 
FALSE PROPHETS AVOID DETECTION 
 
Zechariah 13:5-6 
 

5 but he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for I have been 
made a bondman from my youth. 6And one shall say unto him, What are these 
wounds between thine arms? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends (ASV 1901). 

 
When the false prophet is confronted with his deception he will claim to be a farmer. He 
will even claim to have been bound to another as a servant since he was a boy. They will 
do anything to avoid execution. Execution will be the only way Israel in the theocracy can 
deal with them or they will continue to falsely prophesy. The Bible demonstrated how 
sexual and false teaching is dealt with. Only death will eliminate them. The only 
difference between the Mosaic Law’s dealing with a false prophet will be the manner of 
execution. 
 
Deuteronomy 13:5-11 

5And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death, because 
he hath spoken rebellion against Jehovah your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of bondage, to draw 
thee aside out of the way which Jehovah thy God commanded thee to walk in. 
So shalt thou put away the evil from the midst of thee. 6If thy brother, the son 
of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy 
friend, that is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and 
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serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; 7of the 
gods of the peoples that are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from 
thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth; 8thou 
shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity 
him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him: 9but thou shalt 
surely kill him; thy hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, and 
afterwards the hand of all the people. 10And thou shalt stone him to death with 
stones, because he hath sought to draw thee away from Jehovah thy God, who 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 11And all 
Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wickedness as this 
is in the midst of thee (ASV 1901). 

 
 
Those confronting the false prophet will use the scars on his arms and chest as evidence 
that he is indeed a false prophet. He will only be able to put forth a feeble lie saying he got 
them from his friends. Incisions on the body were characteristic of pagan cultures in 
ancient Canaan. In response to this sign of paganism, God warned the priest, prophets and 
people of Israel not to do such things in the interests of maintaining pure faith (Leviticus 
19:28; Deuteronomy 14:1). The purpose of these self-lacerations was associated with 
pagan rituals to induce certain action by their gods. Consider the contest between Elijah 
and the Baal prophets at Carmel. After those false prophets had prayed and pleaded for 
Baal to ignite their sacrifices, with no success, they became frenzied and began to cut 
themselves until the blood poured from their veins and arteries (I Kings 18:28). In the 
latter days of the Church Age and the rise of neo-paganism we see an abundance of body 
markings including the cutting and scaring of skin to make symbols. This is additional 
evidence of drawing closer to the practices of the pagan cultures that are removed from 
God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: THE ISRAELI REMNANT IS SAVED BY JESUS THE MESSIAH 
 

Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
Info@pentwaterbiblechurch.com Toll Free 877-706-247 
 
 




