
Mark 1:40  Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him 

and saying to Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean." 41  Then 

Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and 

said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed." 42  As soon as He had spoken, 

immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed. 43  And He strictly 

warned him and sent him away at once, 44  and said to him, "See that you say 

nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for 

your cleansing those things which Moses commanded, as a testimony to 

them." 45  However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to 

spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was 

outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction. 

(NKJV) 

A lot of skin conditions were referred to as leprosy in the Bible.  But in our text Dr 

Luke tells us that this man was full of Leprosy.  This probably means he had the 

condition now known as Hansen’s Disease.  This disease is caused by a bacteria.  

95% of people are naturally immune to this disease.  It is not very contagious. 

Today it is completely curable with antibiotics.  It is not nearly the problem it was 

back in Bible times. 

This disease causes an inability to feel in the skin.  It also is an infection that leads 

to secondary infections that result in tissue loss.  So a combination of frequent 

injuries, because a person cannot feel the injuries, and secondary infections causes 

body parts to become shortened and deformed. 

In the time of Christ, people with leprosy were outcasts.  Contact with them 

rendered a person unclean.  So naturally, no one wanted them around.  And usually 

the condition of their skin made it such that everyone would soon know they had 

the disease. 

The moment that a person would realize they had the disease would be much like 

someone today finding out they had aids.  It is a disease with a social stigma and it 

would have a lot of undesirable consequences, including death. 

The law required, in Lev 13:45 that a leper would have his clothes torn, his head 

shaved, and that he would yell, “unclean, unclean” when anyone approached him.  

Imagine a life lived like this.  Instantly any means of providing an income would 

be gone.  In many cultures lepers would live at garbage dumps, just so they could 

find something to eat. 

Being unclean, lepers also could not enter the temple to worship or offer sacrifices.  

They were essentially banished from exercising their own religion. 

We can imagine the man in our text being a lot like us.  He was just minding his 

own business going through his life when he discovers, to his horror, an 

irregularity of his skin.  Then he would go through the procedure given in the Old 



Testament for the treatment of his condition and he would find that the spots would 

not go away. 

While he is going through this process, his friends and family are distancing 

themselves from him.    He would have faced the pain of losing much of what was 

dear to him, just because he picked up a disease that he could not prevent.  And 

worse than that would be the realization that many would assume that he did some 

sin to deserve this treatment from God. 

It is not hard to put ourselves in his position.  It would be a horrible thing. 

Then this man hears that Christ can heal people.  This man doesn’t have to think 

twice about it.  He has nothing to lose.  It isn’t like he has any pride or social 

status.  He is an outcast.  And he has everything to gain.  Christ might heal him of 

this disease and of being a social outcast. 

Something else is important here.  When we read Lev 13, we learn about the nature 

of this disease.  Leprosy is a picture of sin.  It is deeper than the skin.  It spreads.  It 

defiles and isolates.  It renders things only fit for the fire.  And it is declared, in no 

uncertain terms, to render one unclean in a way that one cannot fix.  There is no 

ignoring it.  There is no overlooking it.  The law demands distance and self 

proclamation of one’s condition. 

With this backdrop, we can enter our text with some understanding of how loaded 

a situation this was. 

Mark 1:40  Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him 

and saying to Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean." 
We see here a good example to follow when you recognize that you have a 

problem that only God can fix.  Do you have any problems that only God can fix?  

I think if we are honest, we all must admit that our efforts at solving many 

problems in our lives have been unsuccessful.  We cannot fix them.  If we could 

have, we would have.  So what should we do? 

This man, first, sought out Jesus.  How often in our lives is that our last resort?  

We have a tendency to seek out just about everything before we seek God’s help, 

before we rely upon Him completely for that which we need.  But this man did the 

right thing here.  He seeks out Christ.  And you can pretty well bet that was priority 

number one in his life.  He was not going to let anything stand in his way. 

If we need Christ to save us, that is how we should come to Him. 

Second, he approached Christ admitting the pitiful condition he was in.  This 

is a wonderful picture of repentance.  This leper does not come pretending he is not 

a leper.  He does not come pretending that he is not any worse than anyone else.  

He does not refuse to go to Christ until he can make some of his leprosy improve 

so it is not so distasteful.  No.  He approaches Christ fully aware and fully 

admitting what he is.  He is an unclean leper.  He has a disease that he cannot cure.  



He has nothing to give Christ.  He has only come to receive something from 

Christ that he has done nothing to deserve. 

If we need Christ to save us, that is how we should come to Him. 

Third, the leper comes begging, beseeching, imploring.  This man does not 

pretend that he is making some kind of deal.  He does not offer Christ anything.  

He doesn’t even pretend to.  Anyone looking on here knows exactly what is going 

on.  This poor spiritually offensive leper is the one with the need.  And He is 

completely reliant upon Christ’s grace.  He is resting his outcome on the goodness 

of God.  He is trusting upon it.  He is expectant of it.  He knows, without a doubt, 

that is his only chance.  He cannot make an argument from the principle of justice.  

God does not owe it to him to heal him.  He is begging Christ.  Because begging is 

the only thing he is qualified to do. 

If we need Christ to save us, that is how we should come to Him. 

Fourth, the leper came in humility, recognizing who he was in relation to 

Christ.  We see here that he kneeled down to Christ.  We don’t see the religious 

leaders approach Christ that way.  They regarded Christ as either an equal or 

someone they were superior to.  This man did not have any of those notions.  He 

came submitting to Christ.  He came recognizing that Christ was the Superior, 

Christ was in charge, Christ was worthy of worship and honor.  Christ was the 

provider and this man only had a need. 

If we need Christ to save us, that is how we should come to Him. 

Fifth, the leper came expecting that Christ could save him from his condition.  

Notice that the leper said- , "If You are willing, You can make me clean." 

The leper knew Christ’s capability.  He knew that Christ could heal.  He wasn’t 

coming to Christ examining his credentials, or interviewing him to see if He was 

the right one to come to.  This man was already fully convinced that Christ could 

provide him with what he needed. 

He said- you can make me clean. 

That is essentially what every human needs, more than anything else they think 

they need.  They desperately need to be clean.  And it is more than ceremonially 

clean, like the leper was asking for.  We need to be really clean.  Clean from sin. 

I think sometimes we fail to really get what Christ did in our salvation.  At least I 

know that I do.  I have a great many regrets that come back to haunt me at times.  

They are things that I think are offensive to my own view of myself.  I am 

embarrassed by them because they are true about me and I want to see myself as 

being somehow better than the facts of my life prove that I am.  I suspect it is a 

weird exhibition of pride. 

But the truth about my condition is truly astounding.  If God’s word is true, and I 

believe with all that I am that it is, my sins, every one of them, has been forgiven.  

I am morally clean.  Christ has forgiven me of all those things that were far more 



repugnant to Him than they ever will be to me.  I am clean.  All who are believers 

are clean in that sense. 

Do we really get that?  Do we realize just how big of a deal that is?  Even those 

sins that I regret because they destroy my idealistic view of myself, even those 

things have been forgiven by someone who has more skin in the game than I do.  

When these regrets come I can say yes, Jon, they prove you to be a moral jerk, an 

awful sinner.  In fact, if you knew it all you would realize your flesh has proven 

you far worse than you think you are.  So give it up.  Learn from your sin.  Don’t 

repeat it.  And at the same time, realize the magnitude of your Savior and His 

ministry to you.  He knew exactly what you were when He saved you, when He 

made you clean.  And make no mistake.  You are clean. 

As we go we must continue this process.  As we learn of new sins, we must 

confess those sins.  We must agree with God that they are sins.  They are things 

that would rob us of our communion with God, the peace of God.  But as we 

confess them, our communion and fellowship with God is restored.  1 John 1:9  If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. (NKJV)    

We were made clean and we are to walk in that cleanliness. 

Sixth, the leper did not presume to know God’s will, because God’s will in this 

matter had not been revealed. 

Some people believe that God’s will in sickness is always to heal everyone who 

asks Him to heal them.  Yet Paul shows us that this is clearly not the case.  We do 

well to follow the leper’s example when coming to Christ for physical healing.  It 

is very troubling when we encounter those people who blame our lack of healing 

on our lack of faith rather than their lack of understanding of scripture.  The leper 

was actually a good example in this regard.  He said- If You are willing.  That is 

excellent theology.  The Lord taught his disciples to pray- thy will be done.  And 

that is often hard for us because our will is frequently different from God’s will.  

We must submit our will to God’s will.  This leper was appealing to Christ but 

understood that his request may not be something that Christ would respond to. 

The good thing is that we KNOW that while Christ may not heal everyone who 

asks, HE WILL SAVE everyone who believes.  There is no doubt about that.  

Christ revealed His will in that regard.   

John 6:37  All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 

comes to Me I will by no means cast out. (NKJV) 

John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

(NKJV) 

We know that those who believe in Christ, those who call out to Christ in faith, 

will be saved.  We don’t have to doubt that.  It is a promise of God. 



41  Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched 

him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed." 42  As soon as He had 

spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed. 
Now, before we go in, we need to realize a couple of things from Christ’s 

perspective. 

First, this leper did not do what the law required of him in his approach.  He 

brought his disease and his person into Christ’s presence.  He brought all the 

ugliness and danger of his condition to Christ, without so much as a warning.  He 

was violating the law to do this. 

Second, Christ knew that this man was not going to do what Christ directly 

commanded him to do.  When Christ saw this man coming, he knew the cost this 

man was going to have upon him personally.  This man was going to cost Christ a 

great deal of comfort.  Christ would, from this point on, have trouble staying in a 

city, or anywhere that he could be located.  This man would essentially make him 

an outcast.  From here on, the only peace Christ will get will be in the wilderness.  

And it would all be directly due to this man’s disobedience to Christ’s direct 

command. 

Now, if you knew all that, what would you have done?  And in what attitude would 

you have done it?  Wouldn’t you say that it would make no sense to show this man 

compassion due to his response to it?  That is probably what I would have thought.  

But let’s look at what Christ did with all this in mind. 

moved with compassion 

Mark is the only one who tells us what Christ was motivated by.  Christ was 

moved with compassion.  When Christ saw this man, he felt for what this world of 

sin had cost this man.  This disease had cost him everything that was important to 

him.  And through no fault of his own.  It was a relational riches to rags story.  If 

he had a wife and a family and a job, he lost them all, with no hope of regaining 

them.  That was not lost on Christ.  He had compassion for the way that sin 

punishes his creatures.   

Here is an excellent example for us to follow. 

Christ knew when this man approached Him what this man would cost Him.  He 

knew that this man would not obey Him.  He knew the implications for His 

ministry.  But that was overruled by His compassion.  His empathy for the man’s 

condition overruled the avoidance of the cost he was going to pay for this man.  

Isn’t that what love does?  We sometimes get a bit too objectively rational when 

what is called for is empathy for another human’s condition.  We call what we do 

“wisdom” but sometimes all it is is our own selfishness coming up with good 

excuses.  If we loved that other person like we loved ourselves, what would we do?  

That is the question that love asks. 



Are we ever moved with compassion to meet needs that we know, even in the 

meeting of them, that they are likely to be counter-productive? 

Then look what comes next- 

Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, 

What is the one thing that a good Jew would NEVER do to a person who has 

leprosy?  They would not, under any circumstances, touch that person.  In fact, a 

person with leprosy has probably gone through long years of experiencing no 

human touch.  The only people who might be free to touch them would be other 

people with leprosy. 

But Jesus does the unthinkable.  He touches the leper.  We all know what it is to 

have a compassionate human touch when we don’t expect it, but really need it.  It 

is kind of electric.  And deeply comforting.  Undoubtedly that is what this leper 

experienced. 

Now, technically, was Jesus unclean at this point? 

Anyone else would have been.  Everyone knows when a person whose clothes are 

clean rubs up against a person whose clothes are filthy, they both become dirty.  

But that is the thing.  When Jesus rubs up against someone who is unclean, they 

both become clean.  That is the nature of Christ. 

So Christ did not become unclean in this venture.   

and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed." Christ, driven by informed 

compassion told the leper of His will.  I am willing.  At this point there is no 

difficulty.  There is no obstacle.  We really need to get that into our heads and 

hearts.  When God is willing to do something miraculous in our lives, there is no 

effort on God’s part required.  Nothing is hard for God.  Even those things that are 

impossible to man are not even hard for God.  In fact we can’t even say that they 

are easy for God.  It is not a matter of easy or hard.  It is as simple as deciding.  

And for God that isn’t even what we experience when we decide.  When you 

know everything, you simply exert your will.  It is not even a decision like we 

think of it. 

That is the power that is at work in our lives.  We can’t lose sight of just how 

omnipotent God really is.  If He wills it, it happens.  Pure and simple. 

  42  As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was 

cleansed. 

First it is good to notice how Christ did healings.  When he healed someone, most 

of the time, they were completely and instantly healed.  This could not be 

attributed to any kind of natural process or any medicine.  It was a display of His 

supernatural power over illness and matter.  Everything responds to His command 

and His will. 

Now, put yourself in this man’s place.  This is a massive “woohoo” event.  This 

man has had his life restored.  He can go back to his wife and family and 



neighborhood and job and temple worship and synagogue.  He can get back 

everything he lost.  This gift would be absolutely amazing.  There is no way we 

can get the implications unless we allow ourselves to use our imaginations.  Put 

yourself in his spot.  This would be the best day of this man’s life.  He looked at 

his skin where there was only corruption, and now he sees vibrant new flesh. 

You see, what happened to this man physically, is what happens to every believer 

spiritually when they come to Christ.  They are made clean.  The ugliness of their 

corruption, of their sin, is removed.  It is paid for by God’s wrath executed upon 

Christ.  And now we are free of the power and condemnation of sin.   

We are handed new lives.  We are handed lives where we can get back to the 

unhindered relationship we had with God in the garden.  And we can look forward 

to an eternity in His presence.  We no longer have to be removed outside the camp.  

We can live in close communion with God. 

What the leper received that day, we have received a million times more.  We 

have been granted life… true life with an earnest expectation of God’s reward. 

And it happened the same way.  We went to Christ with our problem and he 

responded by providing our solution.  Miraculously and freely and instantaneously. 

43  And He strictly warned him and sent him away at once, 44  and said to 

him, "See that you say nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to 

the priest, and offer for your cleansing those things which Moses commanded, 

as a testimony to them." 45  However, he went out and began to proclaim it 

freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the 

city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every 

direction. (NKJV) 

At this point Jesus was sharp with this man.   

The word used for strictly literally means to snort like a horse.  It means “ to be 

very angry, to be moved with indignation  Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament. 

Why?  Why would Christ heal him in compassion and then angrily dish out 

commands to him?  I think it because Christ knew exactly what would happen.  

Maybe he wanted it understood for all time that this man was very very very 

clearly warned what to do and what not to do.  Maybe this whole event was to 

make an example out of what we cost Christ when we disobey Him. 

Whatever the case, this man knew EXACTLY what Christ wanted Him to do. 

Christ wanted Him out of His presence, out of this crowd, he was to go straight to 

the temple to see the priest on call and to go through the process of being 

pronounced clean. 

What he was not to do was to tell anyone else anything.   



Isn’t this something?  One commentary made a very good point.  Christ told this 

man not to tell anyone about Christ, and he told everyone.  Christ told us to tell 

everyone, and we tell no one.  That is about what you can expect from humans. 

This man was to offer the proper sacrifice for being pronounced clean.  It was two 

birds.  One would be killed and the other set free.  We don’t have to think about 

that very long to understand it.  That is exactly what happened to us.  That is how 

we are declared clean.  Christ died for our sin and we were set free of it. 

And this was to be a testimony to them.  Maybe it was to be a testimony to the fact 

that this man was truly cleansed.  Since Christ had commanded him not to tell 

anyone about what Christ had done, maybe all Christ intended is that this man 

would have verifiable evidence of his healing that might be used in the future to 

prove the miracle of Christ.  The priest pronouncing the leper clean would be 

irrefutable evidence of the miracle. 

But alas, that is not what happened. 

Now why did Christ not want the man to tell anyone?  Probably because Christ did 

not prefer the limitations it would place on Him.  He had plenty of people who 

were showing up for “the Jesus show”.  What he wanted was those who followed 

with ears to hear and eyes to see.  What he ended up with, in large part, were just 

spectators. 

." 45  However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the 

matter,  

Now, why did this man tell everyone?   

Two probabilities come to mind. 

First, maybe he was the kind of person who could not shut up.  Maybe he was not 

the discerning wise type, but just had to share his exuberance simply because he 

felt it so strongly.  He probably wanted others sharing in this life experience with 

him.  It was probably a hodgepodge of human reactions to this wonderful thing 

happening to him.  And he lacked the restraint and self control to be obedient. 

But I would bet you that there was also something else going on.  This man 

thought that he was doing Christ a favor by disobeying Him.   

When you read scripture, do you find there are certain people you just want to 

reach out and smack for being so evil or so stupid.  Like when Judas betrays 

Christ, doesn’t that make you react emotionally? 

But when you read this and you see that this man tells everyone about his good 

fortune, do you feel that way toward him?  I don’t.  Because I can, and have, seen 

myself do exactly the same thing.  I am given very clear instructions.  But I think I 

know better than God.  I think if we are honest we all have done this same thing. 

What this man displays is the resiliency of the seemer. 

Scripture says that there is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is 

destruction.  But it is so terribly hard for us to believe that.  We, by nature, think 



that our seemer is some kind of God given compass.  And we think we can rely 

upon it, without help from what God has specifically said, to guide us in our 

lives.  And yet every instance in scripture of this sort of thing has a bad result.   

To this man, it would have seemed that he was helping Christ to talk about what 

an amazing thing He did.  Christ should have credit for this, this thinking would 

go.  Christ told me to be quiet.  But surely he does not mean it.  The fact that He 

snorted it in very clear words in anger plays no part against the seemer.  We 

typically regard the “seemer” as infallible.  Our seemer will tell us, surely God 

does not want me to accept this kind of treatment, when scripture clearly tells us 

that we should and how to think about it.  Our seemer tells us, we really shouldn’t 

tell the truth in this situation, when God’s word tells us where and how we should.  

Our seemer tells us I can react in any way I want in the face of my strong 

emotions, when God’s word clearly tells us how we are to respond.   

This man probably thought he was doing Christ a favor by following his seemer.  

But we find here what we always find.  God knows what He is doing.  He says 

what He means.  And we cannot and should not ever trust our seemers when they 

go against what God has clearly said. 

I would venture to guess that every single one of us could point to a series of 

tragedies in our lives when we have followed our seemer.  We did with our bodies 

what we should not have done.  We did with our relationships what we should not 

have done.  We have done with our children what we should not have done.  And 

we did with our church members what we should not have done.  But it seemed 

right.  And it wasn’t.  When will we learn to trust God?  Really.  When will we 

learn the He means what He says?  What he says about the Body, He means.  What 

he says about marriage, He means.  What He says about the world, He means. 

Look what happens here.  

so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted 

places; and they came to Him from every direction. (NKJV) 

The consequences when we obey our seemer rather than God are always greater 

than we think they will be.  This man, singlehandedly, limited Christ’s ministry 

and caused Him a great deal of discomfort.  Are we doing the same thing to the 

Kingdom of God by our lives?  Are we following our seemers into situations that 

cause the name of Christ to be slandered instead of glorified?   

As a result of this man’s disobedience, the only place where Christ could find any 

peace was in the middle of no man’s land- the dessert.  

I hope we take with us this morning that if we need to come to Christ, we do well 

to follow this man’s example.  But in following Christ, we would do much better to 

simply trust God’s word above everything else in life. 


