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Introduction 

1. To each church Christ introduced Himself with an image appropriate to the situation of that church from 

the vision in chapter one. 

2. To each He offers a word of encouragement before His word of correction (a great example for all who 

must rebuke the failings of others). 

3. Polycarp of Smyrna  

Tabletalk, the devotional magazine of Ligonier Ministries, informs us: 

“At age eighty-six, Polycarp, the second-century bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the apostle John, was 

brought to the Roman authorities and ordered to confess that Caesar was lord. Though doing so 

would have saved his life, Polycarp refused and was murdered, inspiring others to remain faithful.” 

4. Persecution is also a condition that faced the church at Pergamum. 

a. These believers persevered in holding true to Jesus in the face of grave danger. 

b. The danger was escalated by the death of Antipas (meaning “like a father,” of whom we know noth-

ing), Christ’s faithful witness (martyr). 

c. Nevertheless, the church doubled its resolve to remain faithful to Jesus Christ. 

5. Sadly, however, the church tolerated error in its midst. Although the offense was serious and required 

repentance, the Lord did not threaten to remove its lampstand. 

6. The message is very necessary to churches in every age; compromise is never acceptable, no matter how 

desperate the situation may seem. Idolatry is an ever-present danger. 

I. Satan’s Throne  

1. Pergamum had the distinction of being the location of Satan’s earthly throne (pagan) as Smyrna had the 

synagogue of Satan (Jewish). 

a. A usurper, Satan acts as the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2). 

b. The question here is whether Pergamum was the throne or merely a throne. 

c. Without question, Satan is the enemy of God’s kingdom and, thus, the church (Eph. 6:12; Rev. 12:10-

13). 

2. There are three possibilities to identify Satan’s throne in Pergamum (perhaps all three).    

a. Pergamum was the first city in Asia Minor to establish an altar for the imperial cult; therefore it be-

came a leading center of emperor worship.  

b. This city was also a center for the cult of Asclepius, the god of healing, whose symbol was a serpent 

entwined on a pole (still us as a medical symbol). 

c. Among the many altars to pagan deities, Pergamum also hosted a large temple to Zeus, the father of 

the gods.  

3. In is important to note, however, that outward opposition to the gospel was not the real danger to this 

church but the subtle deception of compromise from within the church.   

II. The Real Enemy  



1. The threat that the church must concern itself with was the sharp two-edged sword which Jesus was go-

ing to wield, not against Satan, but against those in the church who practiced false teachings (v. 16).  

2. The main concern was those holding to the doctrine of Balaam (v. 14; Num. 25:1-3; 31:16). 

a. Balaam’s name became attached to the principle that he used against Israel—false teachers who, for 

gain, influenced God’s people to ungodly practices (see Deut. 23:4; Neh. 13:2; 2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 11). 

b. The obvious connection with Pergamum is that some were teaching the church could have a closer 

connection to the pagan culture for whatever reason. 

3. The nature of the compromise is seen in the descriptive, “they might eat food sacrificed to idols and 

practice sexual immorality.”   

a. Eating refers to consuming something to nourish the body and, thus, may be symbolic here for what 

nourishes the soul.  

b. Sexual immorality is common to pagan practices, both literally and spiritually. Idolatry in any form is 

spiritual adultery. 

III. Judgment and Reward  

1. Jesus will not tolerate idolatrous practices in His church and will fight with the sword of His mouth 

against all who seek to establish such practices. 

a. It is interesting to note that Balaam was threatened with a sword by an angel (Num. 22:23, 31) and was 

ultimately slain by an Israelite sword (Num. 31:8).    

b. Toleration of those who practice such doctrines is clearly regarded as sinful, in spite of modern opin-

ions to the contrary (Num. 25:9; 1 Cor. 10:7-11). 

2. Pergamum also tolerated the Nicolaitan error (note 2:6).   

a. There may be a connection to the Balaam doctrine since Balaam means “one who consumes or rules 

over the people” and Nicolaitan means “victory or conquest of the people.” 

b. Without question, contemporary Christianity is rife with such errors and will be purged before He 

comes to finalize the salvation of His people.   

3. Jesus offers a glorious reward to those who hear and heed His warnings and threats.  

a. There is “hidden manna,” the true nourishment of the soul in contrast to the false food of idolatry. 

b. There is a “white stone,” the true righteousness of obedience. White stones were used for acquittal and 

as a pass to enter certain occasions. 

c. There is a “new name” or  new status given to those who share Christ’s character (see 3:8-10; Isa. 

62:2; 65:18).   

Reflections  

How can the church tolerate compromise in any form? 

1. Some compromise for supposed personal benefit, but how can a believer truly benefit from that which 

Christ opposes? 

2. As Lord of the church, Jesus will purge His people in order to prepare them for eternity. 

3. Loyalty to Christ necessitates careful inspection in order to assure full compliance to His Word and obe-

dience to His will.  

 


