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Introduction 

1. John’s prophetic commission (vv. 9-11) 

a. The commission to record the vision from an earthly perspective (chps. 1-8; see 9:1, 11) 

b. John’s identification with his readers in tribulation (v. 9) 

c. John’s situation described (v. 10) 

d. John’s summons to write (v. 11) 

2. John’s vision of the risen and exalted Lord (vv. 12-16)  

a. Follows the typical pattern of OT visions (Is. 6:1-7; Jer. 1:11-14; Dan. 8:3-27) 

b. Related to all preceding prophecy 

c. The vision interpreted 

d. The vision develops the themes of suffering, kingdom, and priesthood.  

e. Christ is portrayed as the eschatological heavenly priest and the end-time ruler and judge.  

f. His kingship primarily concerns His rule over the church, which must maintain their 

function as priestly kings through their faithful witness to the “testimony of Jesus.” 

The main message: If we remain faithful under just persecution, we are assured to 

overcome our supposed defeat in the same way Jesus did.   

1. The Vision Documented (v. 12) 

1. Seven golden lampstands 

a. In Zechariah 4:2-6 the lampstand is figurative, standing for the whole temple. 

b. In Revelation they show that the latter-day temple, the church, has already been 

inaugurated. 

c. The shift from one lampstand to seven shows the expansion of the true Israel from one 

nation to all nations.  

2. The description of the Son of Man  

a. He is the heavenly Priest attending the lampstands (see Daniel 7:13, 14 and 10:5, 6). 

b. His glorious aspect described 

1) His eyes were a flame of fire (v 14), speaking of His role as Judge, seeing all in 

relationship to truth and righteousness (see 19:12). 

2) His is among the churches as a constant presence either for blessing or judgment (see 

Daniel 10:6, 16). 

3) His feet of burnished bronze (v. 15) speak of His moral purity as the foundation of the 

church (3:18).  



4) His white head and hair reflect the Ancient of Days before whom the Son of Man stands 

in Daniel 7:9, which shows both can be viewed in similar terms. 

5) His voice, like the sound of many waters, signifies power and authority, which also 

applies to the Almighty (Ezekiel 1:24; 43:2).  

6) The sharp two-edged sword coming out of Christ’s mouth speaks of His right and ability 

to execute judgment (Isaiah 11:4 and 49:2) on both the disobedient church (2:16) and 

the world (19:15).  

7) His face, shining like the sun in full strength, shows Christ as the ideal end-time 

messianic warrior. 

c. Seven stars (angels) in His right hand 

Why should we think the angels here are the pastors or some kind of message carriers as 

most modern interpretations suggest? 

That they are angels may also represent the church’s simultaneous heavenly and earthly 

existence. 

11. John’s Response  

1. Upon seeing the vision, John falls on his face in fear and dread but is strengthened and given 

further information. 

2. John is comforted in his tribulation by information that God is sovereign over all human 

history (see Isa. 41:4; 44:6; 48:12; see also Rev. 1:8). 

3. John is informed that Christ now rules over death and has the keys of death and hell (Isa. 

22:22) so that all in Christ will likewise be victorious. 

111. A Concluding Statement  

1. Therefore, John is to write down (1) what he sees; (2) what is now; and (3) what is soon to 

take place. 

2. The mystery is now unfolding as the lampstands are identified as the churches and the stars 

are identified as attending angels to remind the church of her heavenly calling. 

Reflections 

1. The church’s business to be a faithful witness of Jesus in this ungodly and spiritually hostile 

world, knowing that because Jesus rules, we can overcome the world by the Spirit. 

2. Believers already exist in the heavenly dimension; their real home is not with unbelieving 

earth-dwellers. 

3. The church meets to be reminded that believers are to model the heavenly worship of the 

angels of the exalted Lamb.   


