
ASSURANCE: FIDELITY FOLLOWS FAITH (I JOHN 2:3-6) 
 
John now comes to test true fellowship with God; First, the test of 
obedience to God (2:3-6) and second, the test of love for the brethren (7-11). 
Assurance of salvation rests in “knowing” and is at the heart of the gospel 
(John 17:3; Philippians 3:8; II Timothy 3:7; Hebrews 10:26; I Timothy 2:4). 
John repeats this concept throughout his first epistle. The Gnostics (and 
modern-day Quakers) claimed to know God by the enlightenment of the 
gnosis, an esoteric, intuitive, mystical form of knowledge. John says 
however, (2:3) that we can know that we have come to know him; i.e. we 
can be sure we know him. John uses two words for “know” throughout his 
epistle, ginosko, which means ‘to come to know’ or ‘to perceive;’ and eidenai, 
meaning to ‘know as a fact’, not by perception but by self-evident truth. In 
this section John uses the word ginosko. This is a living knowledge - 
spirituality. Assurance of faith is not by profession only but by a possession 
of a living faith. In other words doctrine always has application and no 
religious experience is valid if there are no consequences (Titus 1:16). Every 
experience is not the true one, and we must be aware of this in these last 
days, when the father and master of deception is busy. How then, can I 
know that I have Christ? 
 
Obedience to God (Vs. 3-5a) 

The personal pronouns (him, his, etc.) denote God the Father in this 
passage. The word “keep” (Vs. 3) refers to an inward keeping rather than an 
outward observance. As in marriage, the proof of love is loyalty and 
fidelity. John says here that assurance of faith is not merely a matter of talk 
(“He that saith”) but experience ("know him"). But he goes beyond that again 
as further assurance and says it is not merely a matter of experience but 
practice ("keep his commandments"). 
 
Imitation of Christ (Vs. 5b-6) 

The use of the emphatic pronoun (ἐκεῖνος) used only of Christ in this 

book (2:6; 3:3, 5, 7, 16; 4:17) identifies the reference to Christ, rather than the 
Father. The character of God is manifested in the conduct of Christ. An 
inward compulsion to imitate Christ in the Christian graces of love (cf. 7-
11), compassion, sympathy, etc. is assurance of a living faith. John 
introduces two thoughts here, the idea of ‘walking’ marks the importance 
of daily practice and ‘abiding’ (John 15:1ff) marks the importance of fruit 
bearing (Matthew 7:20).   


