
1947 - PETER ESCAPES & HEROD DIES - Acts 12.1-25 

PRELIMS. The Antioch Church! Barnabas had been sent there, the growth was so great they had 
to fetch Saul from Tarsus! They were also able to send help to relieve the Jerusalem Church! 

STRANGE PROVIDENCES  

We can never fathom out the mind of God! We have here the untimely brutal death of James, 
brother of the Apostle John – and the miraculous escape of the Apostle Peter! Why did God 'allow' 
James to die at the hands of Herod (Agrippa 1) and spare Peter? Only the sovereign will of God!  

James was one of the brothers who asked Jesus for a special place at His right hand side in glory! 
Lovely request – but they did not know what they was asking! Well, James did die gloriously – the 
first of the Twelve to be martyred – and his brother John was exiled in Patmos! But they did not 
know that they were asking for suffering before the glory – for you cannot have glory without the 
suffering! 'Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?' you drink the cup' 'We are able'! (Mat 
20:20) APP Sometimes we just do not know what we are really asking when we pray! James/John 
were happy to drink of the same cup that Jesus drank - but they did not know it included Calvary!! 

Several Herods – this is Agrippa 1, grandson of Herod the Great who killed the children in Mat 2. 
Agrippa 1 was the father of Agrippa 2 who examined Paul and said his learning made him mad!  

Herod was zealously Jewish and therefore hated the Xns! He arrested some who belonged to the 
church (1) – only some! Which ones? Those who troubled Herod's master - Satan! APP Are we 
troubling Satan enough for him to stir up his agents to persecute us? How many at Dens Road? 
Having killed James, they arrested Peter with the same intent. Exactly as Jesus forecast delivering 
you up...to prisons...and some of you they will put to death (Luke 21:12-16) God's Word will stand! 

The authorities having already experienced Peter's miraculous escape by an angel in (5:19), do not 
want the same to happen again, arrange for 16 soldiers to look after Peter 4 squads of 4 soldiers (4) 
Note: Peter was bound with two chains (6) Why? He was not a physical threat to society! Rather it 
was out of fear of his escape again! But men of the world, do not reckon on God power to deliver!  

It is amazing that Peter slept at all that night - lying between two soldiers he slept soundly - the 
angel had to strike him to waken him up!(7) The whole incident is nothing but a miracle. Even if 
you believe it was a 'Messenger' as the word also means, it was a miracle! How did chains fell off? 

The POWER of PRAYER  

Of course we must never underestimate the power of prayer! As Luke says So Peter was kept in 
prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church (5) The Church, the collective 
people of God. That counts with God. When His people unite together, it makes a difference – not 
that God's will is ever frustrated. When they make a special effort! As this: for remember it was in 
the middle of the night  when everyone else was sleeping![6]!   

APP How would you feel if I rang you all up next Tuesday at 3am and asked you to come to church 
and unite in prayer? Oh, too early!! How about 5.45pm on Sunday evening? Are we keen enough? 
Is our commitment paper thin? The God that delivered Peter is the same God still - He can so 
wonders! How honest are we when we pray Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth?  

The power of prayer? Some times the answer is a definite 'No'! Because it is not God's will. End of 
story! My grace is sufficient for you for My power is made perfect in weakness (2Cor12:9)  God's 
power is most easily recognised as God's power when we are in a weak and impossible situation!! 

The power of prayer! We might think the answer is 'No' but not yet! Augustine's mother for 15yrs 
prayed for her wicked son. After 15yrs she prayed all night that he would not go on his planned trip 



to wicked Rome! But he did. Her prayers were now totally unanswered? No! It was on that trip he 
was converted! God works in mysterious ways! Never underestimate the power of prayer! 

Often when God is doing something wonderful, we are not aware of it! Look: he did not know that 
what was being done by the angel was real (9) - until afterwards! When Peter came to himself he 
said 'Now I am sure that the Lord sent His angel' (10) APP Isn't it true that we too have 'no idea' 
what God is up to - until afterwards! Augustine's mother had 'no idea' about that journey!  

In more recent times Dr Hoste of China Inland Mission prayed for 4hrs daily, mentioning each 
missionary and child by name, then in 1950 Chairman Mao evicted all 7,000 missionaries, leaving 
behind a fledgling church completely bereft of all help! Today there are 1,000 of believers in China 
who are amazed at our apathy towards Christ! 

EASY COME, EASY GO! 

Now you see him, now you don't! “...immediately the angel left him (10) Back to reality! Peter was 
now left to decide what best to do! For sure there would be a search party out for him! APP There 
are times when we too must decide what is best using our sanctified common sense! Sometimes 
God makes things easy for us, at times he tests us and wants to see us exercise faith/trust in Him! 

When things are easy, and we are conscious of God's presence, we think things will be easy all the 
time and that we will never doubt God again and that we will have no problems in the future. We 
feel strong in faith and that nothing will daunt us ever again. We say God will take us through 
anything. But then things turn out differently, and the angel vanishes from sight and God, and things 
are not easy at all!  We are, as it were, on our own once again! Back to normal service! Well, if you 
are a Xn, fact is that we are not alone, although it feels like it! Although it was an angel that 'did it 
all', Peter attributes the whole thing to the Lord (11,17) APP Do you see a Higher hand than the 
means God uses in providing for all your needs needs and mercies?  

Where else could Peter go but to be with the Lord's people. He went to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were 
praying (12) Note the contrast! Doors open for Peter without knocking – doors remain shut even 
when he is  knocking for all he is worth!  *Believe it or not, the praying church don't have much 
faith in the power of prayer! They cannot believe it!! You are out of your mind' (15) 

When the 'dust settled' Peter says “ 'Tell these things to James and to the brothers...and ...he went to 
another place (17) *Peter went to another place of hiding! We don't hear again of Peter in Scripture 

HEROD'S DEATH 

The man who put James to death, and who tried to put Peter to death, and the man who put the 
innocent guards to death (19), now dies himself  - unexpectedly and ungraciously! Although one 
might imagine an angel came flying down and struck him down dead on the spot – this is not the 
case! He just took ill! He died 5 days after being carried  into the palace!  It reads an angel of the 
Lord struck him down because he did not give God the glory and he was eaten by worms (23)  

Now angels are very often invisible! The worms were ringworms or as Dr Rendle Short says  
'intestinal worms' which can form a tight ball and cause acute intestinal obstruction! Josephus 
'uninspired' account tells us Herod wore a special  'garment made wholly of silver' linings which 
sparkled in the sun and the people hailed him as a god. He was praised as a god – and enjoyed it! 
But worse, he did not give God the glory - and being a Jew, he knew he should have given God 
glory for all the blessings he enjoyed! He enjoyed the flattery he received from the crowds, 'the 
king did neither rebuke them nor reject their impious flattery'! APP Because some events today are 
not dramatic, they may nevertheless be of the Lord and the work of an angel! Be ye also ready!  


