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Psalm 11 (ESV)  

The LORD Is in His Holy Temple  
11 TO THE CHOIRMASTER. OF DAVID.  

 1 In the LORD I take refuge;  
  how can you say to my soul,  

“Flee like a bird to your mountain,  
 2 for behold, the wicked bend the bow;  

they have fitted their arrow to the string  
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart;  

 3 if the foundations are destroyed,  
what can the righteous do?”  

 4 The LORD is in his holy temple;  
the LORD’s throne is in heaven;  
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.  

 5 The LORD tests the righteous,  
but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.  

 6 Let him rain coals on the wicked;  
fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.  

 7 For the LORD is righteous;  
  he loves righteous deeds;  

the upright shall behold his face.  
 

Job 19:23–27 (ESV)  

 23 “Oh that my words were written!  
Oh that they were inscribed in a book!  

 24 Oh that with an iron pen and lead  
they were engraved in the rock forever!  

 25 For I know that my Redeemer lives,  
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.  

 26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed,  
yet in my flesh I shall see God,  

 27 whom I shall see for myself,  
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and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  
My heart faints within me!  

 

Job knows with complete confidence that absence from the body is presence with 
the Lord but more than this truth he will be in the presence of God with his resurrected 
body. He will see God with his own eyes. Indeed, the righteous will see God face to 
face, not in a mirror dimly, but with nothing to moderate or becloud our fellowship with 
him. Yet as we read the psalm before us we encounter a great "if." It seemingly strikes a 
blow to our confidence. The real world in which we live contains many enemies who 
shoot a barrage of mindless arrows seeking to undermine our faith and confidence in 
God. If the foundations of the righteous are destroyed, what can they do? Indeed, is it 
possible for the enemy to destroy the foundations of our faith? That is the question I 
want to deal with as we take account of our text in Psalm 11. What is David telling us as 
he raises doubts. with regard to our relationship to God. Are there grounds for believing 
there is even a small amount of uncertainty to the promises of God? Could it be that the 
enemies of God are right even a little bit? Is it possible that the false religions 
surrounding us on all sides are right to some extent?  

I want us to consider the "if" of verse 3 in two ways. I want to consider that this is a 
simple "if" statement; a simple subjunctive statement; a might, would or could. Then we 
shall consider much broader ramifications of the statement, "If the foundations are 
destroyed, what can the righteous do?" First of all we must consider that there are 
certain foundations that can never be removed. These are never conditioned with an "if." 
We have already seen that the upright shall behold the face of God. After all that David 
mentions in Psalm 11, his conclusion is that we will with absolute certainty see our 
heavenly Father face to face but the foundation upon which this certainty rests is the 
word of God. We are instructed that the word of God abides forever. It cannot be 
destroyed. 

Isaiah 40:7–8 (ESV)  
 
 7 The grass withers, the flower fades  

when the breath of the LORD blows on it;  
surely the people are grass.  

 8 The grass withers, the flower fades,  
but the word of our God will stand forever.  

 

But for the sake of argument we may ask what can the righteous do if the word of 
God fails? If the word of God does not abide forever, if it is not in fact the word of God, 
then we are hopeless and lost. If it fails, the Bible can be no better than the Koran, or the 
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Upanishads and we cannot be saved. The Bible as special revelation instructs us in 
matters pertaining to our sin and our need for the Savior. Though nature informs us of 
the existence of God and through our study of the world about us we come to the 
inevitable conclusion that there is a designer behind it, we can, from nature, never know 
how to be saved from the penalty due to us for our sin. The Bible alone provides us with 
information that leads to salvation. 

2 Timothy 3:14-16 (ESV) 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  

If the Bible is destroyed as the foundation upon which our faith in Christ rests then 
we are hopeless and helpless indeed. The Bible alone teaches us what we are to 
believe about God and what duty he requires of us. Without the Bible we have no sword 
of the Spirit with which to war against spiritual forces of evil. If the foundation Word of 
God is destroyed arrows of the enemy shot in the dark will readily find their mark and 
what can the righteous do? It would be better that we had never been born. There would 
be no lamp for our feet and no light for our path. There would be no balm for our sin sick 
soul. God would create us just to mock us in our misery if the Bible is false? But the 
Bible cannot be destroyed because it is in fact the word of God and his word will never 
fail and never return to him void. We need to hold it dear to our heart and meditate in its 
precious precepts. We need to be taught by it and reproved, corrected and trained in 
righteousness. But I fear that we do not study God's word as we should. All too often we 
treat it as if it was false. We don't memorize it as we should and it often is not our 
familiar companion. It is as if this foundation of our faith is destroyed or weakened so far 
as its influence on our lives is concerned. The Bible has come to us at great cost and we 
should treat it as something of great value. 

William Tyndale, first translated the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into English, 
making a Bible for the common people. In 1535 he was betrayed by a friend, taken 
prisoner to the castle of Vilford, and continued to work on his translation. He was unable 
to finish his work because he was sentenced to die a heretic’s death: strangulation and 
burning at the stake. On October 6, 1536 he cried out his last words, “Lord, open the 
king of England’s eyes!” and then he died. His prayer was answered within a year.  
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Is reading the Bible a necessary part of your day or does it have a low priority in 
your life? George Mueller, after having read the Bible through one hundred times with 
increasing delight, made this statement:  

“I look upon it as a lost day when I have not had a good time over the Word of God. 
Friends often say, ‘I have so much to do, so many people to see, I cannot find time for 
Scripture study.’ Perhaps there are not many who have more to do than I. For more than 
half a century I have never known one day when I had not more business than I could 
get through. For 4 years I have had annually about 30,000 letters, and most of these 
have passed through my own hands. Then, as pastor of a church with 1,200 believers, 
great has been my care. Besides, I have had charge of five immense orphanages; also, 
at my publishing depot, the printing and circulating of millions of tracts, books, and 
Bibles; but I have always made it a rule never to begin work until I have had a good 
season with God and His Word. The blessing I have received has been wonderful.”  

Another foundation that is certain and sure is the doctrine upon which our faith in 
Christ rests. This is a difficult consideration because there are many doctrines of the 
Bible which if destroyed would leave us in a helpless and hopeless condition. The true 
and living God consists in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and 
these three are the same in substance and equal in power and glory. All other gods or 
god concepts are false and do not exist. Faith in false gods is utterly useless and is an 
egregious sin against YAHWEH. Surely this is a foundation doctrine apart from which 
there is no possibility of beholding the face of God. However there are many who claim 
to believe in the Triune GOD but they believe they, to some extent, earn their way into 
heaven. They believe they contribute to the treasury of merit by the good works they 
have done on earth. So it would appear that the doctrine of justification by faith alone is 
a foundation without which no man shall see God. 

The great doctrine upon which our salvation stands or falls is this,  

1 John 5:1 (ESV) 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the Father loves whomever has been born of him.  

Romans 3:20 (ESV) 

20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

Romans 3:28 (ESV) 
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28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  

Therefore we hold that it is by faith alone that we shall behold the face of God in 
heaven. Holding this truth, that every soul who believes in Christ is thereby made a 
partaker of the merit of his passion and is saved, what joy and peace are opened up to 
us! Oh the blessedness of being justified by faith, and of possessing peace with God! 
But if that be removed, what can the righteous do? They can of course do nothing. 
There is nothing anyone can do to merit eternal life in heaven with God. If this 
foundation is destroyed we give up our peace, our joy, our hope and our very existence. 
Who can exist apart from the good pleasure of God? What can we do, having spent our 
lives in the service of Christ, believing that the blood of Christ atoned for our sins, if we 
are not, after all, justified by faith? My friends, we could only bow our heads and die in 
despair. What good thing can we do to merit eternal life when we are at best 
unprofitable servants? We are all by nature under the power of sin. If there is no pardon 
for sin and no imputation of the righteousness of Christ we must say with Paul, 
"Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?" And the terrible 
answer must be, "No one." In that case we would stand condemned for we would not be 
in Christ Jesus and there would be no Spirit of life to set us free. We would be most 
miserable of men. But praise God this foundation doctrine, this justification by faith, 
cannot be destroyed because YAHWEH Tsabaoth (The Lord of Hosts) renders it certain 
and sure. That we are saved by faith, not by works, is rendered certain because God 
himself works faith in us.  

The story is told of the old days when the government of England resolved to build 
a wooden bridge over the Thames at Westminster. After they had driven a hundred and 
forty piles into the river, there occurred one of the most severe frosts in the memory of 
man, which tore the piles away from their strong fastenings, and snapped many of them 
in two. The apparent evil in this case was a great good; it led the commissioners to 
reconsider their purpose, and a substantial bridge of stone was erected. It is a good 
thing when the worldly reformations of unregenerate people are broken to pieces, if thus 
they are led to fly to the Lord Jesus, and in the strength of his Spirit are brought to build 
solidly for eternity. Lord, if my resolves and hopes are carried away by temptations and 
the force of my corruptions, grant that this blessed calamity may drive me to depend 
wholly on your grace, which cannot fail me." 

There are other foundations of the righteous which cannot be destroyed. We have 
considered the foundation of the Bible and of justification by faith both of which are 
certain and sure which no power of evil or of men can destroy but let us consider the 
great basis for our faith seen in the fact that Christ the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us.  
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2 Corinthians 5:19 (ESV) 

19 -- in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  

Jesus the Messiah, took upon himself the form of a servant and was born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross, for us. Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners. He suffered for sin, the just for the unjust that he might bring us to God.  

1 Peter 2:24 (ESV) 

24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  

All this is to say that Jesus substituted himself for us. He offered himself up as the 
Lamb of God to make atonement for the sins of his people. And what will the righteous 
do with this great truth? Surely we will praise God for his mercy. Surely we will rest in 
our savior and say with the hymn writer 

Jesus, I am resting, resting 
In the joy of what Thou art; 

I am finding out the greatness 
Of Thy loving heart; 

Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee, 
And Thy beauty fills my soul, 

For by Thy transforming power, 
Thou hast made me whole. 

 But what if all this were not true. What if no atonement had ever been made for 
our sins? Then we would face eternal punishment in hell. Instead of joy and rest in our 
Savior, there would be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. If Christ had not 
been punished for our sins God would punish each one of us. We all would face the 
wrath and curse of God. He would be our enemy instead of our friend. If this foundation 
were destroyed, what could we do? If Jesus had not died in our place there would be no 
possibility of our being righteous, and the question, "What can the righteous do?" would 
be irrelevant because no one would be righteous. But the foundation of the righteous 
seen in the substitutionary death of Christ cannot be destroyed. It is absolutely certain 
just as the Bible and justification by faith are certain and sure. We know this and rest in 
this great foundation. It moves us to worship and service for our Savior. It is our great 
comfort in life and death. Indeed the death of Christ is our very life. 
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If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do? If the foundations we 
have considered were destroyed the righteous could do nothing. All would be lost and 
we would be helpless and without hope in our sins. But precisely because these 
foundations cannot be destroyed there is much the righteous can do. We can love THE 

LORD our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our might. We can 
serve THE LORD our God with gladness and come into his presence with singing. We can 
trust in THE LORD and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. We can 
delight in THE LORD and commit our way to him. Not only can we do these things but we 
must do them. 

Considering the broader implication of the question before us, we must see that 
there are foundations that can be destroyed. The temporal foundations of our lives not 
only can be destroyed but often are. The foundations of which I speak are the 
foundations of civil government, the foundations of commerce, the foundations of one’s 
possessions, and the foundations of trust between human beings. On all sides we see 
the turmoil of terrorism and warfare. We see treachery and dishonesty in our civil 
government. Our incomes and possessions are in deep trouble and we are hard 
pressed to find anyone on earth to trust. These foundations of our lives seem to be very 
unstable and tenuous and often on the brink of destruction. If such foundations are 
destroyed, what can the righteous do? On the one hand the great spiritual foundations 
of which we have spoken cannot be destroyed so the righteous can come to God and 
serve him with gladness and delight. On the other hand the temporal foundations of our 
lives can be destroyed and often are destroyed and the righteous can once again come 
to God for grace. 

Our temporal foundations having been shaken, the world around us becomes 
terrified and panic filled. Our social fabric is tearing itself into pieces and society is 
shaken to the core. Nuclear war may break out between Pakistan and India. Israel and 
Palestine appear to be involved with interminable bloodshed. The president of Iran 
Ahmadinejad and Ayatollah Khomeini say that Israel is an insult to humanity  and are 
preparing to wipe Israel from the face of the earth. There is the frustrating invisibility and 
elusiveness of great Islamic enemies and the mass weapons factories of Iran. We can 
add the tensions in Egypt, North Korea, Sudan, Libya, etc. In all of this what can the 
righteous do? 

He can do just what other intelligent and informed men do in national crisis but he 
can do a great deal more because he has resources that are only available to the 
people of God. If he loses his business and property he can say the Lord gives and the 
Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord. If his ship is wrecked he knows his 
treasure is not aboard. If the banks crash he knows that his true treasure is in heaven 
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where neither moth nor rust destroys and thieves do not break in and steal. The heart of 
a righteous man is where his treasure is, in heaven. He remembers the exhortation of 
the apostle Paul, 

Hebrews 13:1-6 (ESV) 

Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, 
as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 
body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, 
for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep your life free from love of 
money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, 

             “The Lord is my helper; 
                    I will not fear; 
               what can man do to me?” 

With Job, who did not sin with his lips, the righteous man will say, "Shall we 
receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” If the worst comes, the righteous 
man can still fold his arms and say, “It is written, ’I will never leave and never forsake 
you’; and so long as I have bread to eat and clothes to put on, so long will I bless the 
name of the Lord Most High from the rising of the sun to its going down”. Now, my dear 
friends, is this what you would say if it should happen to you? Do not do as the an 
ungodly man does, who puts his hand to his fevered brow and says, “I am utterly 
ruined!” You cannot be a ruined man. Do not say, “I have lost everything!” you cannot 
lose everything; all your being is in Christ, and Christ is not to be lost. Just accept the 
blow; kiss the rod; touch the hand that strikes you, and say, “Blessed be my God and 
Father, for it is of  the Lord.” 

“If the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do? They can do what is 
right. Remember the words of our text, 

Psalm 11:4-7 ESV 
 
4      The Lord is in his holy temple; 
          the Lord’s throne is in heaven; 
          his eyes see, his eyelids test, the children of man. 
5      The Lord tests the righteous, 
          but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. 
6      Let him rain coals on the wicked; 
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          fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. 
7      For the Lord is righteous; 
        he loves righteous deeds; 
          the upright shall behold his face. 

YAHWEH the Lord is righteous and he loves righteous deeds. He hates the wicked 
but loves the righteous. The righteous cannot tell whether they will fail in business or 
not. They cannot tell whether world affairs will injure them as they very well may do but 
they can tell that their love for the Lord and zeal for his kingdom and his laws will bring 
honor to the Lord Jesus who loved them and gave himself for them. Many there are who 
gain the whole world but lose their soul but not the righteous man made righteous by the 
righteousness of his Savior and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. We need to keep 
our eyes fixed on Jesus the founder and perfecter of our faith who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God. What can a man give in exchange for his soul? Come what may, 
trust God and do what is right. 


