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Message:  False Teachers and Precious Promises Kept By God’s Righteousness
Text:        2 Peter 1:1-4   

Introduction

  A.  Peter, Christ’s apostle, is writing a second time to his initial readers, apparently the same
largely Gentile churches in what is modern day Turkey who received the letter we call 1
Peter.

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who
have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ:

2 Peter 3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am
stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,

1 Peter 1:1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 

  B.  Why is Peter writing again to these believers?

      1.  The threat to believers addressed in 1 Peter comes from outside the church in the form of
persecution and intimidation.

1 Peter 4:3   For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of
the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing,
drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  In all this, they are surprised that you do not 4

run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you; 

      2.  The threat to believers addressed in 2 Peter comes from inside the church in the form of
false and destructive teachings that entice people to follow sinful passions while claiming
assurance of salvation.  cf 2:1,2

2 Peter 2:1  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be
false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying
the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

2 Peter 2:13  ... They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and
blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you,  having eyes full of 14

adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed,
accursed children; 

      3.  And so we see Peter at the end of his letter summarize his purpose for writing.



2 Peter 3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that
you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own
steadfastness,  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 18

To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

  C.  Our world is sinking in lies, not surprising, since “the whole world lies under the power of
the evil one” (1 John 5:19), who “is the father of lies” (John 8:44).

      1.  Virtually everyone practices lying! 

Psalm 116:11   I said in my alarm, "All men are liars." 

Jeremiah 9:5   "Everyone deceives his neighbor and does not speak the truth, they have
taught their tongue to speak lies; 

Isaiah 59:14  Justice is turned back, And righteousness stands far away; For truth has
stumbled in the street, And uprightness cannot enter. 

      2.  It is hard to find someone you can trust, who tells what is true and keeps his/her promises.

    Proverbs 20:6   Many a man proclaims his own loyalty, but who can find a trustworthy
man? 

  D.  How can God’s people know what is true, what is the way of curse and death and what is
the way of blessing and life with so much falsehood being spread around and among us? 
Who can they/we trust for our present and future life?  If Jesus is, as He said (John 14:6),
the way, the truth, the life, how can we know that?  Here’s how.

I.  We have received from Jesus Christ the same precious faith He gave to His apostles.

2 Peter 1:1   Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior,
Jesus Christ: 

  A.  The same faith they all received

      1.  Faith here is subjective versus the objective faith of the gospel.  It is the faith in Christ that
Peter and the readers possessed within their hearts.  Cf. 1:5, where subjective faith can be
added to.  The objective faith of the gospel can never be added to.

2 Peter 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply
moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,

      2.  Subjective, personal faith in Christ is something we are granted by and “receive” from the
Lord so that we can know Him who is true.  His New Covenant promise includes, “they



shall all know me, from the least to the greatest” (Jeremiah 31:34).

Acts 16:14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a
worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the
things spoken by Paul.

Philippians 1:29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in
Him, but also to 

  B.  Peter understood during Christ’s earthly ministry that the Lord granted faith to him and his
fellow apostles and disciples among the Jews to see and receive Jesus as God’s
Christ/Messiah.

Matthew 16:16  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God."  And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and 17

blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

  C.  It was after Christ’s ascension that Christ convinced Peter that the Gentiles were granted to
receive the same faith as believing Jews by having him preach the gospel to the Gentile
household of the centurion Cornelius.

Acts 11:15  "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did
upon us at the beginning.  "And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to 16

say, 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17

"Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?"  When they heard this, 18

they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the
Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life." 

II.  We have received from Jesus Christ this same precious faith He gave to His apostles as
the result of His righteousness in fulfilling what He has promised.

2 Peter 1:1   Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior,
Jesus Christ: 

  A.  The difference between our righteous Lord and unrighteous humanity is that we are
covenant breakers and He is a covenant keeper.  We break our promises, He keeps His. 
We lie, He cannot lie.  Isn’t He a blessing?

  B.  God promised to not only bless Abraham, to bless and preserve his posterity, to give him
and his posterity a land, and also to make him a father of many nations, to bless the
Gentiles in his seed.  

      1.  God’s own glorious virtue of righteousness motivates Him to fulfill what He has 



promised.  E.g., ...

a.  God promised to preserve the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel).  In spite
of their rebellion and Babylonian invasion and captivity, He preserved a remnant
who returned to the land.

Jeremiah 31:36   "If this fixed order departs from before Me," declares the LORD,
"Then the offspring of Israel also will cease from being a nation before Me
forever." 

Ezra 9:15  "O LORD God of Israel, You are righteous, for we have been left an
escaped remnant, as it is this day; behold, we are before You in our guilt, for no
one can stand before You because of this." 

b.  Similarly, Nehemiah testifies to God’s righteousness in giving Israel the land he
promised to Abraham and his descendants.

Nehemiah 9:7   "You are the LORD God, Who chose Abram And brought him out
from Ur of the Chaldees, and gave him the name Abraham.  "You found his heart 8

faithful before You, and made a covenant with him to give him the land of the
Canaanite, of the Hittite and the Amorite, of the Perizzite, the Jebusite and the
Girgashite-- to give it to his descendants. And You have fulfilled Your promise,
for You are righteous. 

      2.  Faith is granted to both Jews and Gentiles by the righteousness of our God and Savior
Jesus Christ.  Why was/is it righteous for the Lord to grant faith to Jews and Gentiles? 
Because He had promised as much in promising to make Abraham the father of many
nations and to bless all families of the earth in him. That blessing comes by granting them
justifying faith in the Lord, now revealed in the crucified, risen, reigning returning Son of
God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Genesis 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will
curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."

Romans 4:9  Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also?
For we say, "FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS." 10

How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while
circumcised, but while uncircumcised;  and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal 11

of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be
the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be
credited to them,  and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the 12

circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which
he had while uncircumcised. 

Romans 4:13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir



of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.  For if 14

those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified;  for 15

the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation.  For 16

this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the
promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the
Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17

(as it is written, "A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU") ....

  C.  So we believing Gentiles have received the same blessing of justifying faith as did Peter and
his fellow believing Jews, all by the promise keeping righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1:1   Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ: 

Conclusion

  A.  Christ did not hesitate to humble Himself as God’s servant and came to earth to offer His
life as a sacrifice for sin to fulfill what God had promised, and in this way to magnify His
righteousness before the nations.

Romans 15:8   For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on
behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers,  and for the 9

Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, "THEREFORE I WILL GIVE
PRAISE TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, AND I WILL SING TO YOUR NAME.
....  Again Isaiah says, "THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE12

WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE
GENTILES HOPE." 

  B.  The apostle Paul was not ashamed to proclaim or expend himself in the furtherance of this
gospel which magnifies the righteousness of God.

Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it 17

the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE
RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 

C.  We live in a cynical world sinking in lies and suffering without hope.  They, as well as we in
the church, are being tempted with all kinds of lies - there is no God, all religions are the



same, long held convictions need to change with the culture, you’ll be blessed if you
cheat on your tax return, you be blessed and happier if you divorce your husband or wife,
you’ll be better off if you put your or your children’s needs before those of others.  You’ll
feel better if you get revenge.  Lying to avoid consequences is more blessed than
confessing and telling the truth.   

  Our world needs to hear that there is a righteous, covenant keeping God and Savior, Jesus
Christ, Who cannot lie, and Who will forgive, transform, and resurrect at His return, all
who take refuge in Him. They and we need to trust in His righteousness to do what He
has promised.

Psalm 31:1 In You, O LORD, I have taken refuge; Let me never be ashamed; In Your 
righteousness deliver me.

Psalm 103:17   But the lovingkindness (hesed = covenant keeping love) of the LORD is
from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to
children's children,  to those who keep His covenant and remember His precepts to do 18

them. 

  D.  Peter reveals to the church in 1 Peter 2:9 , 

1 Peter 2:9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, a royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION,
a PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies
of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

  E.  We need to proclaim the Lord’s righteousness to ourselves and to our world; we need to
believe what we proclaim, and live what we believe.  So with our lips and with our lives,
let’s fulfill our calling and magnify the Lord’s righteousness in forgiving our sin, in
breaking sin’s power over our lives, and in giving us a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (Unison)

Psalm 40:9-11  I have proclaimed glad tidings of righteousness in the great
congregation; Behold, I will not restrain my lips, O LORD, You know.  I have not 10

hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have spoken of Your faithfulness and
Your salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth from the
great congregation.  You, O LORD, will not withhold Your compassion from me; 11

Your lovingkindness and Your truth will continually preserve me. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

