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I would like us to turn now to Romans chapter eight—the eighth chapter of Paul’s letter 
to the Romans—and we will move away this morning from Genesis and look at what we 
have looked at before, but look at it from a different angle; Romans chapter eight and this 
morning I want us to look at verses 18 to 22 and then this evening to look and to follow 
on from that looking at verses 23 and to 25.  And the reason for doing such is in the light 
of recent catastrophes there in the Gulf of Mexico, that scene with BP disaster which is 
being considered to be one of the worst oil spills ever.  And to make things worse in 
China just recently there has been a disaster, another oil leak where they think may be on 
an equal or even greater scale.  
 
And we will ask ourselves this morning and then follow on this evening what does the 
Bible have to say about these things?   
 
If you made something that was extremely precious and valuable and then were to allow 
it to be subjected to destruction, one would think you didn’t think very much of the thing 
that you created.   
 
Some may ask the question in relation to God: If God has created the world—which he 
has. The book of Genesis is very clear that, “In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth,”1 and God made the earth. He made the world.  And then as he made each part, 
he pronounced it to be good.  So what God created and what God made, it wasn’t 
something that was ugly and [?] and therefore to say that that won’t do.  I will destroy it.  
It is not what I intended it to be.  It is not like an artist painting something as he is 
painting and he is working on his masterpiece and then all of the sudden something 
happens and it becomes distorted, maybe a slip of the pencil or the paint brush and he 
thinks, “Oh, that is a mess.  It has turned out to be terrible.  I am going to have to throw it 
away and start all over again.” 
 
When God created the world and he made it, it was exactly as he intended it to be made, 
perfect and spotless and just right. And when he completed the creation he rested then on 
the seventh day, not of course because  he was tired, but in order to symbolize that his 
creation work is complete and finished, no more to create or make It is done and 
                                                
1 Genesis 1:1.  
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therefore also to set a pattern to this world that one day in seven is to be a day of rest, to 
be a day that is different.  God did not make all days the same.  He made six days the 
same and he made one day to be different. 
 
And in the New Testament, of course, signified by the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead and now becomes what we call the Lord’s Day.  No longer the seventh day of the 
week, but the first day of the week because when Christ died and rose again from the 
grave and completed his redemptive work, that is grateful, isn’t it?  Even in creation.  
Creation is a great work.   But God merely spoke. 
 
Now if he spoke and he said something, that is the easiest thing, isn’t it?  He didn’t have 
to go out and to labor [?].  You live with someone who is maybe a manual worker and 
they work eight to 10 hours a day and they put a lot of energy, a lot of effort into doing 
things. And then maybe to bear up with someone who just maybe seeks, maybe someone 
who greets people as they come into the supermarket.  He doesn’t do anything. He just 
stands there and he just says, “Hello.”  That does take very much effort, does it?   
 
Well, when we live for God, God just spoke and the world came into being.   
 
That is something of God’s greatness, of how great he is.  And so, therefore, God made 
the world to be very good. And then when we look now at the world and the state it is in, 
we say, “Why has this happened? Why are there oil leaks? Why are there national 
disasters?  Why are there pollutions that seem to ruin the very creation that God has 
made?” 
 
And what does the Bible have to say about these things?  
 
Well, Romans chapter eight will let us into some insights into that.  The apostle Paul in 
verse 18, which he will use as a spring board, as it were, into the rest of the passage, but 
he [?] the apostle Paul says, “For I reckon,” I count up, “that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”2 
 
One of the warnings that Christ gave to his disciples when he was upon the earth was, in 
fact, that they would suffer.  He didn’t tell them, “Follow me and you will have a 
wonderful life.  Follow me and you will never have another problem.  Follow me and you 
will be popular amongst everybody.  Follow me and you will have a crowd following you 
and you will be spoken of well before men. They will love you. They will praise you.” 
 
No, Christ said the very opposite.  “Take up your cross daily and follow me.” 
 
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven.”3 
 
                                                
2 Romans 8:18. 
3 Matthew 5:11-12. 
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[?] to many trials and tribulations we enter the kingdom of God.   
 
Paul says, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”4 
 
And that was the very thing that Christ promised to his disciples, that they wouldn’t be 
popular.  And in many parts of the world throughout much of Church history, many of 
God’s people have suffered, have been persecuted, have been chased, have been hounded 
for the sake of the gospel. And therefore the apostle Paul is saying this fact regarding 
suffering.  He begins, of course, with the sufferings of the present time.  In this world, as 
we look in the world, he tells us.  These sufferings—it is my first point—are without 
compassion. 
 
He is saying that the sufferings that you will suffer, the things that you will endure, the 
sufferings that you will go through and the sufferings of this present world are nothing in 
comparison to what you will receive in heaven.  And we need to say that we don’t get to 
heaven because we suffer. Some people think that, well, I suffer a lot in this life so I 
won’t suffer in the next. I suffer in this life because I am paying the penalty for my 
mistakes and for my sins. And therefore, because I am suffering now will mean I won’t 
have to suffer later because it is cancelling out my debt. The more I suffer, the less I will 
have to answer for on the day of judgment. 
 
That is not the Bible teaching.   
 
You see, the ministry of Christ himself was a ministry of suffering, wasn’t it?  Go into 
the [?].  When did he begin?  Well, the ministry of Christ, the cross of Christ that he was 
always before him, there wasn’t a moment where Christ was not conscious of what lay 
before him, the sufferings of the cross. And in that sense you could say that was a 
suffering and loving [?], isn’t it?  To know what is before you. 
 
Some people don’t know what is before them and they spend most of they time worrying 
about what may never happen, which is why Christ said, “Take no thought for tomorrow, 
what ye shall eat, what ye shall put on.  Leave those things take care of themselves.” 
 
But Christ knew what was before him.  He knew the horror of the cross that was before 
him and the horror of Christ’s ministry.  [?] riches for himself on the earth.  He suffered.  
He suffered and we notice [?]. 
 
Peter tells us that he is an example, that we should follow in his steps.   
 
Now we need to be careful when we live with that we mustn’t think that the Christian life 
as being one that I must make myself suffer.  I must starve myself so I can see my ribs. I 
must punish myself so I can somehow make myself more holy.  That was the great 
mistake, wasn’t it, of many in the early church and [?] holiness, the way to holiness was 
simply by suffering, by making myself suffer. So if I make myself go through 
tribulations, I mean life can be hard enough as it is without making ourselves suffer.  [?] 
                                                
4 2 Timothy 3:12. 
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path to holiness, asceticism.  I deny myself this, that and the other and then that will make 
me holy. 
 
No. The Christian life is to be one of self denial, but self denial in itself is serving others 
and serving Christ, not merely being selfish.   
 
But sometimes these things can be borne out of selfishness, can’t they?  We should be 
concerned about our own holiness, but not at the expense of others.  And you will find 
that the calling of many of the saints is to be that of suffering.   
 
And the apostle Paul writes, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time...”5 
 
The Romans wouldn’t have sat down and thought, “What is Paul on about?  ‘Sufferings 
of this present time?’ Is he going through difficulties we don’t know anything of?” 
 
No, they would have been very aware of what Paul was saying. They knew Sufferings 
that they suffered.  They knew the sufferings and the difficulties that would experience 
these things.  And often God’s people [?] and look at the sufferings and think, “Well, you 
know, where is God in all of this?” 
 
But Christ has said that the servant is not greater than his master.  [?] Christ in view of 
things then it mustn’t be a surprise that his people endure things as well.  And what the 
apostle Paul does—and we need to remember [?] sufferings of God’s people are not 
redemptive in the sense that they cancel out our sins. The only thing that cancels out our 
sins and gives us redemption is Christ himself who suffered on the cross.   
 
But because the world is alien against Christ, against the gospel, foreign to these things 
and God’s judgment rests on the world, there will be suffering.  And Paul is doing a 
calculation. He is being a bit of a mathematician and he is sitting down and he is 
calculating things out.  He is weighing the odds, as it were [?] sense in which the term is 
used to reckon, but are you reckoned that the sufferings of this present time...  He is 
saying, “I have [?]. I have calculated up these things, sufferings in this world, hardships, 
tribulations, trials, persecutions.  And I am counting it up in the light of eternity with a set 
of weigh scales or a calculator.  And my calculations when I press equal is that they are 
not worthy to even be compared.  He is saying that as for the world, its stress and its 
suffering, it doesn’t compare to eternity. 
 
When God’s people get to eternity we will wonder why we complained so much and 
wonder why we were so bothered bout things that, in the light of eternity, were so trivial 
and small and insignificant.  And we let them get the better of us and yet in comparison 
to eternity it means nothing.   
 
But there is also suffering here in totality.  In other words, by that I mean that there is not 
just man that is suffering, but [?].  The apostle Paul says it is not just mankind who 

                                                
5 Romans 8:18.  
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suffers, who has tribulations and sorrows and difficulties.  But in verse 19 he tells us that 
it is something else that suffers.  And he uses the word “creature.” 
 
Verse 19. Creature. 
 
Verse 20.  “For the creature...”6 
 
Verse 21.  “Because the creature...”7 
 
Verse 22. “For we know that the whole creation groans.” 
 
So he is telling us that in the world in which we live, it is not just people who suffer.  It is 
the whole world.  And that word there “creature” refers to the whole creation that is in the 
world.  It refers to the world that we have stood on, this globe that we call the world.  [?]. 
It includes the sea.  It includes the fishes in the sea.  It includes the birds of the air. It 
includes the animals.  It includes the insects.  It includes all of those things.  It includes 
the trees and the plant life.  In other words, the whole of creation that God made and 
pronounced on those six days to be very good, Paul is saying is that that suffers in this 
world.   
 
So that is man that suffers, but he is telling us of this other.  And in one way it suffers 
because as we look, as we see these great oil spills and we see the fishes dying and we 
see the birds there trapped in the oil and the suffering that is [?] upon it.  We see that [?] 
are suffering as well.   
 
You see, the whole earth is subject, Paul tells us, to these very things.   
 
Then verse 20 
 
“For the creature was made subject to vanity.”8 
 
We say, “Well, right. It never rebelled against God.”  
 
The birds and the pelicans never flapped their wings and strutted out their necks against 
God and said, “We rebel against you.”  
 
The creatures and the spiders never looked up to their Creator and said, “We are in 
rebellion.” 
 
The trees never waved their branches and their leaves and said, “We do it in defiance of 
the one who created us.” 
 

                                                
6 Romans 8:20.  
7 Romans 8:21.  
8 Romans 8:20. 
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And that is right and that exactly what Paul says.  They are subject to the wrath of God 
and to the punishment. And they have been included in the sufferings and the results of 
what we call the fall, not willingly.   
 
So you look at the creatures and the creation and you say, “Well, the seas never rebelled 
against God. The oceans never rebelled.” 
 
And yet they are subject to the result of the fall. 
 
Who is to blame? 
 
Mankind. He has rebelled against his maker and, therefore, nothing escapes the wrath or 
the judgment of God because, you will remember back in Genesis, God [?] and these oil 
leaks and these disasters that we see are a result of God’s curse upon the world in which 
we live.   
 
You see, [?] voluntary.  Creation, the creature, the world that God made never rebelled 
against his Creator.  But we did.  Mankind rose up against his creator, rose up in rebellion 
against the one who made them.  Therefore we see the suffering in the world. 
 
But, you know, the suffering that has taken place, Paul tells us, in the midst of that 
suffering there is an expectation. There is a waiting for something.  It tells us that in verse 
19. 
 
“For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth.”9 
 
So there he is telling us that creation—and he includes the planets, the sun, the stars, the 
moon, the trees, the plants, the animals, the insects—it is waiting for something.  And 
what is it waiting for?   
 
Even [?] well, it is just a, you know, it is just evolution. It is some dies and then 
something else comes back to life and it is no real meaning or purpose.  It is just an 
accident of nature.  
 
It doesn’t give you much hope, though, does it, for the future?   
 
Yet Paul tells us that the world, the creation is awaiting a transformation.  It is waiting to 
be transformed. 
 
“For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth.”10  What does it wait for?  “For the 
manifestation of the sons of God.”11 
 

                                                
9 Romans 8:19.  
10 Ibid.  
11 Ibid.  
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So when we see all the suffering and all the terrible things that have happened in the 
world to our planet, and we are feeble and maybe their attempts are commendable to try 
and save our planet. Well, that is ridiculous. They won’t be able to save our planet. You 
can’t save this planet. 
 
Why?  Because god is cursing.   
 
Greenpeace and other organizations cannot reverse what God has cursed.   
 
Don’t get me wrong. We are made to be spiritual [?].  We are meant to be good stewards.  
We are meant to take care of the planet.  [?] to take care of something that somebody has 
put into your trust, not by our own selfish gain or cutting corners in order to save costs.  
[?] that often results in the greater tragedy and the loss of life because of man’s greed.  
But creation in the midst of its suffering, waiting for something.  It is waiting for 
something.   
 
What is it waiting for?  It is waiting a transformation.  It is waiting a transformation.  
 
The skeptic will tell us, what, in a few million years, a billion years time this world will 
be no more.  It will be gone because it needs energy. It will run down.  The sun will burn 
up and that will be it.   
 
Oh, how different is the Bible’s account of these things?  The world is waiting a 
transformation.  It is waiting to be taken out of its sufferings.  You see, because the 
present state of things is not permanent.  The present state of things of our world is not 
permanent.  Therefore it is waiting something.   
 
The judgment of God is come upon our world and the curse that was put on the earth is 
not permanent.  And God cursed the world, he cursed creation.   
 
And yet Paul tells us in Galatians 3:13, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.”12 
 
So the present curse that God has put on the world that we are seeing the results of such 
in our world today was not meant to be permanent.  God would temporarily curse the 
world, curse creation, judge the planet [?] which we are on.   
 
As it wasn’t meant to be permanent, there is hope for the world.   
 
We say, “Yes, we know there is hope for the saints because they will be in heaven.” 
 
You know, there is hope for those who are resting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation 
because he has died for them.  But Paul will tell you that is what there is hope for this 
world as well.  There is hope for this world that is cursed and suffers as the result of 
                                                
12 Galatians 3:13.  
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man’s rebellion.  And therefore the creation is waiting for something and it is waiting and 
that waiting produces a truthful expectancy.   
 
You see where Paul speaks of our creation groaning and being burdened in verse 22. 
 
“For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now.”13 
 
We see that pain laid out before us in oil spills and sufferings and creatures attacking 
creature all played out before our eyes as evidence of God’s curse on us.   
 
God termed that a groaning. It is not the groanings of a dying man.  You have have... I 
have said this before.  You can have, can’t you, different kinds of groaning [?].  And then 
they are laying there and they are good.  [?] groans of somebody who is dying and who 
[?]. You could have the groans, couldn’t you, of an expectant mother about to give birth.  
And then produces life. And this is the type of groaning he refers to us. 
 
Creation is like an expectant mother groaning and there are pains and sorrows.  
Eventually there is going to result in a new world, a new perfect world. 
 
So let me see these things come before our eyes.  We think, “God, why have you allowed 
this?” 
 
We know why, because of the curse.  And therefore, but the pain and the sorrows are in 
the life of an expectant hope and certainty. 
 
We have already mentioned that God’s judgments are not forever.  God has planned 
something different. When God cursed the world, it wasn’t to be that life [?] and we 
know that God would have been just and perfect to have done such. He would have been 
perfectly just to have... yes, [?] created, made things, six days and rested on the seventh 
day and then it all comes man, rebels against him. Would God have been unjust to say 
[?]?  [?] and start again.   
 
None of us could have accused God then as saying, “Well, that is not fair.”  But it would 
have been perfectly just, wouldn’t it, if God to have wiped out everybody in Noah’s 
flood, but he [?] in his goodness and in his kindness to save eight people.   
 
You couldn’t accuse God of being unfair, being unjust because he [?] us in creation.  God 
created us.  God is the potter. The world and we are the clay.  And the potter can do what 
he wants with the clay.  
 
We saw someone who maybe spent many years or many hour making a beautiful vase.  
And they worked away there and they stand and they have made this wonderful vase and 
this beautiful thing. They spent many hours painting it. And they put it on display. And 

                                                
13 Romans 8:22. 



Page 9 of 9 
 

everybody who comes past would say, “Well, what a wonderful vase. That must cost a lot 
of money.” 
 
And then all of the sudden, the vase [?] with a hammer and starts smashing it to pieces.  
[?] you can’t do that.   
 
He says, “I can. I made it.  It is for me to do what I like with it. I am the potter. That is the 
clay. I made it. I put the hours in.  I can break it if I want to.” 
 
And God is the potter.  God has made the world.  But God decided in the [?] quite the 
whole present world out, but his judgments are going to come upon the world. Yes, they 
are, which are experiencing.   God has decided that in the midst of my wrath and my 
judgment I will exercise my mercy and my grace and my kindness and in the midst of 
such, I will redeem, not just the people, but also the whole world.   
 
We said before that heaven is not set on fluffy clouds.  Heaven is not playing harps.  
Heaven is not just singing, standing there, gazing into space.  It is not the heaven, by 
those picture of heaven. The Bible’s picture of heaven is very different because where we 
read of these things in the scriptures, when we read of heaven and the new world to come 
we read of the earth as well.   
 
“But the meek shall inherit the earth.”14 
 
And therefore in the epistle of Peter when he speaks of eternal things and the world to 
come, he speaks of new heavens and the new earth.  So he is looking for something. He is 
waiting for something.  And that thing he is waiting for are new heavens and the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. And that is what he is longing for.   
 
And the old world in which we live will one day be destroyed.  It will be destroyed.  It 
will be done away with.  It will be wiped away.  It will burn with fervent heat. It will melt 
and then world will be no more.   
 
But it is not the end, is it?   
 
We know that there is going to be new heavens.  Think of there in 2 Peter chapter three 
verse 13.  
 
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise...”15 
 
So he has given us a promise. 
 
“...look for new heavens and a new earth.”16 
 

                                                
14 Psalm 37:11. 
15 2 Peter 3:13. 
16 Ibid. 
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Why is it that much of the church we have scoffed at new heavens? We look for new 
heavens.  
 
Peter tells us, “And a new earth.” 
 
“...wherein dwelleth righteousness.”17 
  
Paul speaks about that same thing in Romans eight.  It is the basis for such.  [?] the 
creation, the world is groaning, but one day it will [?].  It will become entirely 
transformed. 
 
How come?  [?] come from? This was [?] telling you what wonderful things, promising 
you here [?]. 
 
Well, the apostle Paul tells us wherein lies this hope.  That hope that he speaks of, as we 
look at more this evening is found in a person.  God’s redemption is for his people.  It is 
not for everybody.  The Bible knows absolutely nothing of a universal salvation where 
everybody one day will be saved and we will all live happily ever after.   The Bible gives 
very solemn and serious warnings about the fate of the ungodly.  By ungodly I mean 
those outside of Jesus Christ who have not repented of their sins, who have not had a 
Savior.   
 
Somebody said, “Yes, then, I think it is the worst thing to ever hear.” 
 
I cringed when she said it.   
 
No, thank you. I am a good Christian.  That is a most wicked thing to say.   
 
I am a good Christian.  If we feel I am a good Christian, that is a good indicator that we 
are not Christian at all.  A Christian is ever conscious, as Paul... just flip back to Romans 
chapter seven. 
 
“O wretched man that I am!”18 
 
This is no reference to before he was a Christian. Paul was a very bright man, a great 
scholar.  [?]. 
 
“O wretched man that I am!”19 
 
The Christian feels their sin, feels their unworthiness, feels, “O wretched man that I 
am!”20 They feel like they are in Luke’s gospel with the man who went into the temple 
there to pray. 

                                                
17 Ibid.  
18 Romans 7:24.  
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid.  
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One “prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are.”21 
 
But then the publican, the tax collector wouldn’t lift up so much his face to heaven, but 
beat upon his breast saying, “God, be merciful to me a sinner.”22 
 
That is the sign of a Christian.  Not so [?] I am a good Christian. I will get to heaven.   
 
For certainty you will not get to heaven.   
 
One of the first things the Holy Spirit does is to convict us of our sin. We have never 
been convicted of our sin, our unrighteousness [?].   
 
And the hope that he strikes of here, the hope for the world, the hope for our planet, the 
skeptic looks around and says, “Where is God?”  The skeptic blames God for these 
things.   
 
Hold on.  It isn’t over yet.  It hasn’t ended. God has something in store for this present 
world, some for everybody.  For those that are in his son, Jesus Christ, because he speaks 
about hope, doesn’t he?  And we look about us this evening.   
 
Verse 24. 
 
“For we are saved by hope.”23 
  
It is not in hope, but it can be translated that way.  It is a reference to Christ, the certainty. 
 
“Christ in you,” says Paul, “the hope of glory.”24 
 
What is our hope for this new world that God will make?  That is Jesus Christ. Why? 
Because it is wrapped up in his redemption.  The very fact that God will make the planet 
new and perfect and complete one day is all wrapped up with the cross and Calvary.  It is 
not separated.  It is all in the fact that we have Jesus on the cross for the forgiveness of 
the sins of his people. Then we have God on the other side planning to make a new world 
and brush everything up.   
 
No, it is all linked together in redemption.  Part of redemption is the saving and making 
new of this world for the people of God. And the big question that should concern 
everybody is: Will I do that?  Will I be that?  Is this only for those that are born again of 
God’s Holy Spirit?  That is a fuzzy feeling.   
 

                                                
21 Luke 18:11.  
22 Luke 18:13.  
23 Romans 8:24. 
24 Colossians 1:27.  
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I remember years ago sitting in a pizza place.  You know, a few of us from church and 
the waitress came up, took our order and she heard we were Christians. And she says, [?], 
“Oh, I am a Christian, too.” 
 
And she had just made a profession. And she says, “Oh, I went out to the [?] to the 
meeting and I was trying and oh I was... and I [?] the tears and I just felt all this. And my 
friend said, ‘Oh, that is the Holy Spirit.’” 
 
But sadly all the evidence, it showed that that poor girl was not a Christian at all.  Ended 
up [?] with the Lord and, you know, married an unbeliever who was a Muslim and just... 
[?] heard her blaspheme.  She had emotion.  So much emotion goes on in the Church that 
they [?] 
 
“Oh, the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Nothing to do with the Holy Spirit. Pure emotions.   
 
The apostle Paul tells us, doesn’t he, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith.”25 
 
You need to be certain.   
 
Am I born again, trusting in God’s Holy Spirit?  Give me a change of direction in my life, 
not [?].  I am going a different way. 
 
It is only then that it is true to ask what we know then that for certainty we will be in that 
new world and that beautiful creation. The world is beautiful enough as it is.  Even after 
the fall.  How much more beautiful will it be when Christ returns and makes all things 
new? 
 
Well, maybe by God’s grace we will be amongst those of God’s redeemed on that great 
and glorious day. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Father, we thank thee for the hope of the gospel.  We thank you for the hope of certainty 
in a fallen world where we see tragedies. We see earthquakes. We see oil disasters. We 
see destruction. But how we bless thee in the midst of all of such. Thou art planning to 
make all things new through Jesus Christ. We pray that we would ever be those who are 
resting in thy Son Jesus Christ, that we would glory in his presence, that we would have a 
great expectancy awaiting the coming of Jesus Christ the King of glory in whose name 
we pray. Amen. 
 
Well, let us close by singing hymn number 86.  
 

Great is thy faithfulness, oh God my Father.  
                                                
25 2 Corinthians 13:5.  
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There is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not. Thy compassions they fail not. 
As thou hast been, forever thou wilt be. 
 
Hymn number 86. 


