
 1 

Judgment and Kindness: Romans 2:1-5 
Ben Reaoch, Three Rivers Grace Church 

Sunday, July 8, 2012 
 
 We’re studying through the great book of Romans, and this 
morning we come to chapter 2.  The apostle Paul wrote this letter 
to the church in Rome, and he explains the Gospel here so 
powerfully and so thoroughly, that it will be beneficial for us as a 
church to spend some significant time working through these 16 
chapters.  We want to be a Gospel people.  We want to be a church 
with firm roots going down deep into the amazing truths of the 
Gospel.  Romans is a section of Scripture where we find a great 
array of Gospel truth to meditate on.  The Gospel is found 
throughout all of Scripture, of course.  But this is a place where 
there is a unique concentration of deep truth concerning God’s plan 
of salvation.   
 Over the past several weeks we have made our way through 
Romans 1.  We saw Paul’s greeting to the church in Rome, and 
how he expresses to them his desire to visit them.  And then, in 
verses 16-17, he transitions to the theological content of the letter 
by setting forth a brief explanation of the gospel, which simply 
means “good news.”  Paul had already mentioned the gospel in 1:1 
and 1:15, and then he writes, in verses 16-17, "For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For 
in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it 
is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”" 
 That’s the thesis statement of the whole letter.  And Paul 
will go on to expound on those statements in much greater detail in 
the chapters to come.  But he first turns to another point, which he 
needs to establish at the very beginning.  He has to answer the 
question, “Why do we need this good news?  Why should any of 
us be interested in this message, Paul?  What relevance does this 
have to my life?” 
 So beginning in 1:18 Paul launches into a discussion of 
God’s wrath against sin.  From 1:18 to 3:20 we read this lengthy 
explanation of human sin, and how we are all guilty of sin. 
 Maybe you’re here this morning, and the question on your 
mind is the very same one that Paul is addressing here.  You’ve sat 
in churches, you’ve talked to Christian people, and you’re baffled 
by this idea of good news.  You wonder what Christians are so 
excited about when they talk about the gospel.  What is this all 
about?  And why do Christians think it’s such a big deal? 
 What do you think of as good news?  If you were to win the 
lottery?  If someone were to pay off all your debt?  If the Steelers 
were to win another Super Bowl?  Or if the Pirates were to win the 
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World Series?  There’s all different kinds of good news we might 
hear in our lifetimes, or hope to hear. 
 But the Bible shows us a good news that is on a whole 
different level.  The good news that the Bible talks about is 
something that affects not just the rest of your life, but your eternal 
destiny.  This is way better than the Steelers winning the Super 
Bowl.  It’s way better than having all your financial debt cancelled.  
It’s way better than winning the lottery.  Because when we’re 
talking about the good news of Jesus Christ, we’re talking about 
something that’s deeper than material things.  We’re talking about 
something that’s far more significant than any earthly pleasure. 
 For us to understand what is so good about this good news, 
we first have to come to grips with some sad realities.  We have to 
understand the nature of sin.  We have to acknowledge our own 
sin, and we have to realize how much God hates sin.  I’m not 
talking about the casual acknowledgement that, “Oh, yeah, 
nobody’s perfect.”  Anybody will say that.  But I’m talking about 
the weighty realization that my actions and thoughts and attitudes 
have terribly offended the Almighty God of the universe, and His 
omnipotent wrath is against me, unless something happens to 
change that.   
 The thing that has happened to change that is the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  The good news is that Jesus died on the cross, taking 
upon Himself the fury of God’s wrath.  Jesus took the punishment 
for sinners like us.  And that, my friends, is very good news.  It’s 
better than having your financial debt erased, because in this our 
spiritual debt, which deserves hell, is erased.  And it’s better than 
winning the lottery, because the inheritance we will receive goes 
on forever.  It’s not limited to this life, but will bring us joy and 
satisfaction for eternity in heaven.   
 I hope that you love this good news.  If this is the first time 
you’ve heard some of these things, I hope you’ll talk to some of us 
further and read the Bible and pray to God that you might know 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 The first step in embracing this Savior, and this good news, 
is realizing that we are all guilty of sin.  And this is what Romans 
1:18 – 3:20 is all about.  Every person here needs to be able to look 
in the mirror and admit honestly, “I know that I’m a sinner who 
deserves God’s wrath.”  We need to be able to read verses 29-31 of 
chapter 1 and see ourselves in that list.   

"They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless."     
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 Do you recognize those things in your life?  When’s the 
last time you thought about something that one of your friend’s 
has, or something one of your neighbor has, and you wished you 
had the same thing.  That’s covetousness and envy.  When’s the 
last time you talked about someone behind their back, with a 
strange delight in telling others about so-and-so’s problems or 
sins?  That’s gossip.  And we could go on through the list.  The 
point is, we’re guilty.  Nobody is off the hook.  This list of vices 
addresses every one of us.   
 Now, as Paul transitions from the end of chapter 1 to the 
beginning of chapter 2, he transitions from addressing one type of 
sinner to addressing another type of sinner.  Here’s what’s going 
on.  In 1:18-32 the focus is mainly on Gentile sinners who are 
running headlong into blatant, outward sin.  As verse 32 says, 
"Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them."  They have suppressed the truth and 
have given themselves over to sin, and they’re even recruiting 
others to sin with them.  And therefore God has handed them over 
to continue pursuing their sinful passions.   
 At this point, Paul knew there would inevitably be many 
individuals who would be saying, “Yeah, preach it Paul.  That’s 
right, those Gentile sinners are guilty as can be.  We agree that 
they deserve God’s judgment.  Let those sinners go to hell!  
Hallelujah!”   
 It’s the folks who are saying that in their minds that Paul 
turns to address now in chapter 2.  It’s probably Jews he mainly 
has in mind now, but it could also be broader than that.  Once he 
gets to 2:17 he’s definitely addressing Jews specifically.  It could 
be that he begins the chapter thinking generally of any moralists or 
legalists.  Regardless, the point continues to be that we are ALL 
sinners.  Whether you’re the one who has gone down a path of 
reckless and wicked behavior, or you’re the one who arrogantly 
looks down your nose at “those wicked people.”  The lives of these 
two different groups of people may look very different on the 
surface, but the underlying problem is exactly the same. 
 This change of focus in 2:1 could come very abruptly and 
surprisingly to the self-righteous moral person.  They think they’re 
in the clear.  They think this is a great message so far, because the 
person in the crosshairs seems to be somebody else.  It’s such a 
comforting feeling to hear a message that condemns other people.  
And that’s how the self-righteous person feels at the end of chapter 
1.   

Maybe that’s how many of us are tempted to feel at the end 
of chapter 1.  We’re so prone to point our fingers at “those wicked 
people” out there.  But now the finger is pointed right back at us.  
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First the focus is the libertine, in chapter 1.  And then the focus is 
the legalist, in chapter 2.   

 
An Old Testament Illustration 

The way that Paul turns this conversation is similar to what 
Nathan did in his rebuke of King David.  Do you remember the 
parable that Nathan told to David in order to make his point?  
David had committed adultery with Bathsheba, and then he 
arranged things so that Bathsheba’s husband would be killed in 
battle.  And this displeased the Lord.  Then we read in 2 Samuel 12 
that the Lord sent Nathan to speak to David.  And Nathan told 
David this story.  “There were two men in a certain city, the one 
rich and the other poor. The rich man had very many flocks and 
herds, but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which 
he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and 
with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his 
cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. Now 
there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take 
one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come 
to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the 
man who had come to him.”   
 What do you think David’s reaction was?  And remember, 
at this point David doesn’t know that the story is about him.  He 
thinks that the story is about somebody else.  The Bible says, 
"Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he 
said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this 
deserves to die, and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he 
did this thing, and because he had no pity.”"  You see, that’s our 
hypocritical, judgmental attitude.  That’s our hyper-sensitivity to 
other people’s sin, while at the same time being oblivious to our 
own sin.  That’s noticing the speck in your brother’s eye while 
ignoring the log in your own eye. 
 Well, that’s when Nathan turned the tables on David.  
Nathan said to David, “You are the man!”  And he went on to 
explain God’s displeasure and God’s punishment for these sins.  
And David repented.  And God showed mercy toward David, even 
as there was still discipline. 
 All of this is a great illustration of what’s going on in our 
passage here in Romans 2:1-5.  The moral person is thinking, 
“Yeah, those sinners should be judged.”  And then Paul says, in 
effect, “You are the man.  You’re the guilty one.  You, the one 
judging, are just as sinful as the person you’re condemning.” 
 
Hypocritical Judging 
 Now let’s look at what Paul is saying about judging.  What 
he’s highlighting here is hypocritical judging.  Can you see that 
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that’s the issue?  It’s not judging per se.  He’s not saying that any 
kind of moral judgments are off-limits.  If that was his point, then 
he would be contradicting himself in these very verses.  He’s 
making moral judgments here.  He’s saying very firmly and 
absolutely that certain things are wrong, certain things are contrary 
to God’s will, and those sins will be punished by God.   
 I’ve heard it said that John 3:16 used to the be the most 
quoted verse in the Bible, but now the most popular verse may be 
Matthew 7:1, “Judge not, that you be not judged.”  And that 
statement, taken out of the context of the Bible, becomes the 
perfect slogan for the spirit of our age.  Everyone can determine 
for themselves their own right and wrong, and we should just 
accept any lifestyle as legitimate.  I’ll live how I want to live, and 
you can live however you want to live.  And we won’t judge each 
other, meaning, we won’t say that anybody is wrong in how they 
choose to conduct their lives.  Heterosexual, homosexual, bi-
sexual—I’m not going to judge.  The abortion issue—I’m not 
going to judge.  Divorce, pornography, prostitution, drugs—I’m 
not going to judge. 
 That’s obviously not Paul’s point.  He’s not trying to 
discourage judging per se, because that’s exactly the thing he’s 
doing right here.  He’s making moral judgments.  And it’s what he 
exhorts us to do as well.  We are to be discerning.  We are to call 
sin, sin.  And we need to hold one another accountable within the 
church body (e.g., 1 Corinthians 5). 
 The point here is to chastise those who have an attitude of 
hypocritical judging.  The point here is to put people in their place 
who are self-righteous, who have one standard for themselves and 
a different standard for everyone else.  John Stott summarizes it 
well.  He says, “Paul uncovers in these verses a strange human 
foible, namely our tendency to be critical of everybody except 
ourselves.  We are often as harsh in our judgment of others as we 
are lenient towards ourselves.”1  Do you see the hypocrisy in that? 
 This reminds me of times when I’ve gotten upset with 
Stacy for misplacing something, only later to realize that I was one 
who misplaced it.  When I assumed it was her fault, it seemed like 
a big deal and a big annoyance.  But then when I realized it was 
my fault, I wanted to downplay the whole thing. 
 That’s exactly how we can be so often with sin.  We look at 
other people’s faults and sins, and we inflate them in our minds to 
seem so much worse than other sins.  And then we look at our sins, 
if we even notice them, and we deflate them to seem so much less 
significant and less offensive to God.   
 Paul uses the word “therefore” to begin chapter 2, and that 
seems a little awkward because this statement doesn’t seem to 
                                                
1 Stott, Romans, page 82. 
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follow with a direct logical connection to the previous verse.  This 
“therefore” is probably referring all the way back to 1:18, which 
opens up this whole section.  “For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”  And then he 
expounds on the unrighteousness of many, displayed in their gross 
immorality.  And now, in chapter 2, he turns to admonish another 
type of unrighteousness, namely, the judgmental hypocrite. 
 He made the point that the first group has no excuse (1:20, 
“So they are without excuse”).  They have suppressed the truth.  
They know God’s eternal power and divine nature through what 
God has made.  They even know God’s decree that those who sin 
deserve to die.  They have no excuse for their sin, which is an 
important point to make in proving that God is just in His 
punishment for sin.  God’s not punishing innocent people.  He’s 
punishing guilty people.   
 And now it’s the same point regarding the hypocritical 
judge.  That person, as well, is without excuse.  That person falls 
into the same category of “ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” 
 Do you see how Paul describes the hypocrisy in such stark 
terms?  Verse 1, “For in passing judgment on another you 
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same 
things.”  And again in verse 3, “Do you suppose, O man—you who 
judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—
that you will escape the judgment of God?” 
 Now, it may not be the case that these folks are committing 
the same exact sins as those whom they judge.  But the point is that 
we all fall into that list at the end of chapter 1.  If we think we can 
point our finger at anyone else and say, “Sinner,” then God’s Word 
is pointing the finger right back at us and saying, “You, too, are a 
sinner.  You’ve done the same kind of things.  And you’re just as 
guilty before God.” 
 Verse 2 is the premise that both Paul and the legalist agree 
on.  “We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who 
practice such things.”  The religious, self-righteous person takes 
that premise and concludes, “yeah, therefore those irreligious, 
immoral people should be judged.”  But Paul takes that premise 
and shows that we’re all in the same boat.       
 
Judgment and Kindness 
 Now let’s look at the juxtaposition of judgment and 
kindness in these verses.  This is an amazing thing to see about our 
God.  He is a God who judges.  He is a God of wrath, as we’ve 
seen in previous weeks.  He is good, and therefore He hates what is 
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bad.  He is righteous, and His anger burns against all 
unrighteousness.   
 God is also kind.  Isn’t it awesome that this verse speaks of 
“the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience”?  God 
abounds in kindness.  He is long-suffering.  He is extremely 
patient.  There’s not just a little bit of kindness in Him.  He is 
abundantly kind.   
 His kindness is seen in the fact that He is slow to anger.  He 
is patient in His wrath.  He does not destroy us immediately for our 
sin, but He waits, and waits, and waits, giving an opportunity for 
repentance. 
 Try to put yourself in God’s shoes for a moment.  This 
would not normally be a helpful suggestion—to put yourself in 
God’s shoes.  But just to compare his kindness with our lack of 
kindness, and His forbearance with our lack of forbearance, and 
His patience with our impatience. 
 Imagine if someone murdered one of your family members.  
And imagine that when the case came to court, you happened to be 
the judge who had the say concerning what the punishment would 
be for the murderer.  What would your verdict be?  What 
punishment would you decide on?  Most likely, it would be severe 
and swift. 
 In light of that, isn’t it amazing that God the Father looks 
upon sinful humanity, who put His Son to death, who have 
rebelled against Him, who have scorned Him and ignored Him, 
and God holds back His righteous wrath.  Judgment will come, as 
the end of verse 5 points out.  The day of wrath is coming, when 
God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.  And God’s wrath is 
evident even now in God handing people over to sin, as we’ve seen 
in chapter 1.  But there is also the amazing kindness of God that 
patiently endures our rebellion in order to hold open the window of 
opportunity for those who will repent and believe.   
 
Repentance and Impenitence 
 That’s the point we’ll close with—repentance.  There’s a 
connection in these verses between two attributes of God (kindness 
and judgment) and two responses of mankind (repentance and 
impenitence).  God’s kindness is meant to lead one to repentance.  
But if there is no repentance, there will be judgment.  Verse 4 is a 
chastisement for those who are presuming upon the riches of God’s 
kindness and forbearance and patience.  Other translations translate 
this more strongly.  The NIV says, “Or do you show contempt for 
the riches of his kindness . . . .”  The New King James Version 
says, “Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, 
and longsuffering . . . .”  When someone has this attitude of 
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hypocritical judging, the way this plays itself out in one’s 
relationship to God is by despising the riches of His kindness.   
 What would cause someone to despise someone else’s 
kindness?  The short answer is: pride.  If someone were to come up 
to you and say, “I noticed this particular need in your life, and I’d 
like to help you out.”  If you responded by saying, “I don’t need 
any help.  What do you think I am, a needy person?  And who do 
you think you are, that you think you could help me!?  I don’t need 
your counsel.  I don’t need your money.  I don’t need your stuff.  I 
don’t need your kindness to me.  I’ll be fine on my own.”  That 
would be the kind of hard heart that verse 5 is talking about.  And 
that’s what it looks like when we despise the riches of God’s 
kindness. 
 It goes hand in hand with hypocritically judging others.  If 
we think we’re righteous, if we think we’re basically good, then 
horizontally we look down on others, because we feel like we’re 
better than them.  And vertically we despise God’s kindness, 
because we feel like we don’t need anything from Him.  We’re 
good enough on our own.   
 Can you see the deception and depravity of that way of 
thinking?  That self-righteous attitude is just as offensive to God as 
those described in the previous chapter who plunge themselves 
into gross immorality and even recruit others to join them.  
Whether you’re the libertine or the legalist, we are all sinners 
before God.  Whether your attitude is characterized by moral laxity 
or moral pride, we’re all sinners. 
 This legalistic attitude, which judges others and despises 
God’s kindness, is so offensive, in fact, that verse 5 says if you 
continue down that path you are storing up wrath for yourself on 
the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.  
That’s a scary verse.  God’s wrath is coming in a climactic and 
definitive way on the last Day.  And as we’ll look at next week in 
the following verses, God is going to judge us all according to our 
works.  For those who persist in hypocritical judging, there will be 
severe punishment.  There will be hell to pay for their pride and 
impenitence—for having a hard heart that resists God’s kindness.  
That’s the sad news. 
 But the hopeful comment in this passage is at the end of 
verse 4, describing God’s kindness.  He’s referring to something 
that these hypocritical judges do not realize, or refuse to 
acknowledge, and it’s the fact that “God’s kindness is meant to 
lead you to repentance.”   
 Going back to the scenario where someone offers you help, 
and you despise them for it, that person could react in a couple 
different ways.  They could think, “Well, fine then, I’ll never try to 
do anything nice for that person again!”  Or they could patiently 
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continue to look for ways to demonstrate kindness to you, hoping 
that you will at some point acknowledge that you really do need 
some help, and that you would desire their assistance.   
 That’s what God is doing.  In our pride, we have despised 
God’s kindness.  But here’s the thing that ought to blow our minds: 
He doesn’t immediately judge us and condemn us and send us to 
hell for our sin.  He would be just in doing that.  But He is kind 
and forbearing and patient, desiring that we would repent and 
believe and be delivered from that punishment.  He leaves open 
this window of opportunity for us to repent of our prideful 
resistance.  He leaves open this window of opportunity for us to let 
go of our illusion of self-sufficiency.  He leaves open this window 
of opportunity for us to trust in Jesus and what He accomplished 
for sinners on the cross.  And that window of opportunity is open 
to all here this morning—all who will bow the knee and humble 
themselves before this great and mighty and holy and patient and 
kind God. 


