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1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith, Chapter 2, Part 2: “God, having all (r) life, (s) 
glory, (t) goodness, blessedness, in and of himself, is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not 
(u) standing in need of any creature which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but 
only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; he is the alone fountain of all being, 
(x) of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things, and he hath most sovereign (y) 
dominion over all creatures, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself 
pleaseth; in his sight (z) all things are open and manifest, his knowledge is (a) infinite, infallible, 
and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain; he is most 
holy in all his counsels, in (b) all his works, and in all his commands; to him is due (c) from 
angels and men, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience, as creatures they owe unto the 
Creator, and whatever he is further pleased to require of them.” 
 
The writers of the confession seem to break down the rest of chapter 2, part 2 into these 
sections: 

1. God and life. 
2. God’s glory. 
3. God’s dominion. 
4. God’s knowledge. 
5. God’s holiness. 
6. Worship of God. 
7. Service to God. 
8. Obedience to God. 

 
We’ve reviewed God’s the first four attributes in previous lessons: life, glory, dominion, and 
knowledge. In this lesson, we’ll discover God’s holiness and the outcome of his holiness. 
 
4. God’s holiness: 
 
(b) “God…he is most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his 
commands…” 
 

Webster’s 1828 on “holy”: “Properly, whole, entire or perfect, in a moral sense. Hence, 
pure in heart, temper or dispositions; free from sin and sinful affections. Applied to the Supreme 
Being, holy signifies perfectly pure, immaculate and complete in moral character; and man is 
more or less holy, as his heart is more or less sanctified, or purified from evil dispositions. We call 
a man holy, when his heart is conformed in some degree to the image of God, and his life is 
regulated by the divine precepts. Hence, holy is used as nearly synonymous with good, pious, 
godly.” 

 
1 Peter 1:13-16 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  14  As obedient children, not 
fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  15  But as he which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  16  Because it is 
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

 
Holiness is an attribute of God and because God is “most holy”, his children are to be holy. 
Godliness is a synonym for holiness.  
 
The writers of the confession provided three areas where God is “most holy”:  

1. “in all his counsels” 
2. “in all his works” 
3. “in all his commands” 
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What did they mean to convey by these statements? 
 
1. All of God’s counsels are most holy. 
 

Webster’s 1828 on “counsel”: “Advice; opinion, or instruction, given upon request or 
otherwise, for directing the judgment or conduct of another; opinion given upon deliberation or 
consultation. Consultation; interchange of opinions. Deliberation; examination of consequences. 
Prudence; deliberate opinion or judgment, or the faculty or habit of judging with caution. In a 
scriptural sense, purpose; design; will; decree. Directions of God’s word. The will of God or his 
truth and doctrines concerning the way of salvation.” 

 
God’s most holy counsels are his perfect instructions intended to direct us toward holiness 
(godliness). How can we know and understand God’s counsels? 
 

Psalms 119:24 Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors. 
 

John Gill on “and my counsellors”: “…or, "the men of my counsel"; though David took 
counsel with men about affairs of state; yet concerning spiritual ones, or what related to his soul, 
and the concerns of that, not they, but the Scriptures, were the men of his counsel. The Gospel is 
the whole counsel of God relating to salvation; in it Christ, the wonderful Counsellor, gives advice 
to saints and sinners: the whole word of God may be profitably consulted on every occasion, and 
in every circumstance in which a child of God may be; all Scripture, being divinely inspired, is 
profitable for doctrine, for correction, and instruction in righteousness…” (2 Timothy 3:16) 
 
Proverbs 20:18 Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice make 
war. 

 
The testimonies of God contained within the scriptures reveal to us the most holy counsels of 
God for “every purpose”.  
 

2 Timothy 3:14-17  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  15  And that from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.  16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
The scriptures reveal the counsel of God (they are God-breathed) regarding all areas of spiritual 
life with the intent of perfecting (sanctifying/making holy/making godly) God’s children. They 
are also the basis of the preaching and teaching of God’s counsel regarding Jesus Christ and the 
good news of salvation through him (the gospel). 
 

Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 
 

Psalms 73:24-26 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to 
glory.  25  Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside 
thee.  26  My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. 

 
2. All of God’s works are most holy. 
 

Psalms 145:17  The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 
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Everything that God has/is/will create or accomplish, is perfect. How can we recognize God’s 
works? 

 
Psalms 33:4  For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth. 
 

God’s works are always accomplished according to truth.  
 

John 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
 
Truth is revealed to us in the scriptures and confirmed in us as truth in faith by the Holy Ghost. 
God’s works are too vast to list, but can be generally categorized into areas such as creation, 
salvation, and preservation. God’s works in those areas can be recognized because they are 
found in the scriptures. His works reveal unto us God’s power and dominion, but also God’s 
mercy and grace. 
 

Psalms 8:3-4  When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which thou hast ordained;  4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the 
son of man, that thou visitest him?   
 

The vastness of God’s creation and the power he possesses to both create and sustain should 
bring us to consider how marvelous his mercy and grace toward us is in that he should even pay 
attention to us. 
 

Psalms 145:8-9  The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great 
mercy.  9  The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. 
 

God’s mercy and grace are revealed especially through the work of salvation.  
 
Romans 8:28-32  And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  29  For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brethren.  30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified.  31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us?  32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things? 
 

All of God’s commands are most holy. 
 

Romans 7:12  Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and 
good. 

 
Everything that God has commanded his creation to do is perfect. How can we know God’s 
commands for us? 
 

Psalms 119:151  Thou art near, O LORD; and all thy commandments are truth. 

 
John 16:7-15  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  8  
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  9  
Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see 
me no more;  11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 12  I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. (Continued)     
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(John 16:7-15 Continued) 13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come.  14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you.  15  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said 
I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

 
Our source of truth is God’s words as recorded in scripture and confirmed in our hearts through 
faith by the Holy Ghost. We know God’s commands for us by God’s word. 
 
(c) “God…to him is due from angels and men, whatsoever worship, service, or 
obedience, as creatures they owe unto the Creator, and whatever he is further 
pleased to require of them.” 
 
The writers of the confession list three thing due unto God: worship, service, and obedience. All 
three of these actions should happen in response to the holiness of God’s counsels, works, and 
commands.  
 
5-7. Worship, Service, and Obedience to God. 
 
It is God’s holiness that drives us to worship. 
 

Psalms 99:9  Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the LORD our 
God is holy. 
 

Psalms 30:4  Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness. 

 
Worship is not limited to singing (the world has adopted this idea and it is an unfortunate thing 
because it does not encompass true worship).  
 

Acts 17:24-25  God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;  25  Neither is worshipped with 
men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things; 

 
Worship is not limited to the church building (again this is a false doctrine in the world today). 
 

John 4:23-24  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  24  
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 
If worship is in spirit and truth, then worship goes beyond Sunday. If the Holy Ghost indwells us 
and reveals God’s holiness to us through the scriptures, worship must be something that is done 
all of the time in our service and our obedience to God’s most holy counsels, works, and 
commands. All of this is done for God’s glory. All of it is worship to God. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20  For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 
 

What we do in our body and spirit in service and obedience is to glorify (worship) God.  
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When we serve and obey God with our body and our spirit (in good works because of salvation), 
we cause even those who are outside of the church to glorify (worship) God. 

 
1 Peter 2:11-12  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul;  12  Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, 
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they 
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 
Matthew 5:14-16  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  15  
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light 
unto all that are in the house.  16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 
Summary: God is holy in counsels, works, and commands. God’s counsels, works, and 
commands are revealed to us by the scriptures and confirmed by faith by the Holy Ghost. 
Worship is our reaction to the holiness of God and is not limited to the gathering of the saints, 
but is demonstrated daily in their service and obedience to God’s holy counsels, works, and 
commands. 


