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1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith, Chapter 2, Part 2: “God, having all (r) life, (s) 
glory, (t) goodness, blessedness, in and of himself, is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not 
(u) standing in need of any creature which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but 
only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; he is the alone fountain of all being, 
(x) of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things, and he hath most sovereign (y) 
dominion over all creatures, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself 
pleaseth; in his sight (z) all things are open and manifest, his knowledge is (a) infinite, infallible, 
and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain; he is most 
holy in all his counsels, in (b) all his works, and in all his commands; to him is due (c) from 
angels and men, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience, as creatures they owe unto the 
Creator, and whatever he is further pleased to require of them.” 
 
In the previous lesson, we looked at the first phrase in part 2: “God, having all life…” 
 
The writers of the confession seem to break down the rest of chapter 2, part 2 into these 
sections: 

1. God’s glory. 
2. God’s dominion. 
3. God’s knowledge. 
4. God’s holiness. 
5. God’s worship. 

 
Each one of these sections relate the attribute of God as described to his creation. 
 
1. God’s glory: 
 
(s) “God, having all…glory…” 
 
Glory has many different meanings when used throughout the bible, but all types of glory belong 
to and originate from God. The glory referenced first by the writers of the confession is divine 
glory, what Webster defines as “divine perfections or excellence”. 
 

Psalms 148:1-14  Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him 
in the heights.  2  Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.  3  Praise ye him, 
sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.  4  Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and 
ye waters that be above the heavens.  5  Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he 
commanded, and they were created.  6  He hath also stablished them for ever and 
ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.  7  Praise the LORD from the earth, 
ye dragons, and all deeps:  8  Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling 
his word:  9  Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:  10  Beasts, and all 
cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:  11  Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, 
and all judges of the earth:  12  Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:  
13  Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is 
above the earth and heaven.  14  He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of 
all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the 
LORD. 

 
The psalmist writes that God’s glory is manifest in creation, in decrees, in governments, in 
people of all ages, in his name, and in his sanctified people. 
 
(t) “God, having all…goodness, blessedness, in and of himself…” 
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Psalms 119:68  Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes. 
 
God’s glory is manifest in-part in his goodness. 
 

Exodus 33:18-19  And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.  19  And he said, I will 
make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before 
thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew 
mercy. 

 
Exodus 34:5-7  And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD.  6  And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The 
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth,  7  Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that 
will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon 
the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. 

 
(u) “God…is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient not standing in need of any 
creature which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only 
manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them…” 
 
God’s glory originates from and continues from him alone. Any praise given to God’s creation is 
a result of the operation of God as he manifests his glory in his creation. 
 

Job 22:2-3  Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto 
himself?  3  Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to him, 
that thou makest thy ways perfect? 

 
God’s glory is not affected by what we do. We do glorify him, but we can bring him no greater 
glory than he already is due and already has. We should then be humble in our work, knowing 
that what we do is in response to God’s commands, to reveal his glory, to bring praise unto God. 
 

Luke 17:7-10  But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by 
and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?  8  And will not rather say unto 
him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and 
drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?  9  Doth he thank that servant because he did 
the things that were commanded him? I trow not.  10  So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all 
those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done 
that which was our duty to do. 

 
2 Corinthians 9:8, 11-15  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that 
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 11  Being 
enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.  12  
For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant 
also by many thanksgivings unto God;  13  Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they 
glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal 
distribution unto them, and unto all men;  14  And by their prayer for you, which long after you 
for the exceeding grace of God in you.  15  Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
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2. God’s dominion: 
 
(x) “God…he is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to 
whom are all things, 
 

Romans 11:34-36  For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor?  35  Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him 
again?  36  For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen. 

 
God’s dominion is an inherent attribute because if flows from him being both the creator and 
the sustainer of all things. Dominion is “sovereign or supreme authority; the power of governing 
and controlling” according to Webster. God exercises dominion because he retains the absolute 
right to do so. Any dominion exercised by us (as commanded by God) is an extension of God’s 
dominion. 
 
(y) “God…he hath most sovereign dominion over all creatures, to do by them, for 
them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth…” 
 
The reference provided by the writers of the confession is out of Daniel 4, which is about 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon and his dream, its interpretation by Daniel, and its 
fulfillment.  
 

Daniel 4:24-26  This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most 
High, which is come upon my lord the king:  25  That they shall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, 
and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou 
know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will.  26  And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom 
shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule. 

 
Daniel 4:33-37  The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was 
driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his 
hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.  34  And at the end of the 
days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding 
returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him 
that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is 
from generation to generation:  35  And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
thou?  36  At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine 
honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I 
was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.  37  Now I 
Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works 
are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase. 

 
God humbled Nebuchadnezzar by demonstrating his dominion over him and his kingdom. God 
showed him that any glory or dominion which he had originated from God and was a blessing 
from God, therefore God was due the honor, not Nebuchadnezzar. 
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3. God’s knowledge: 
 
(z) “God…in his sight all things are open and manifest…” 
 

Genesis 16:6-14  But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to her as it 
pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.  7  And the angel of 
the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.  
8  And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, 
I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.  9  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to 
thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.  10  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I 
will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.  11  And the angel 
of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his 
name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.  12  And he will be a wild man; his 
hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the 
presence of all his brethren.  13  And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto 
her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth 
me?  14  Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 
 

God’s sight sees the past, the present, and the future. It sees our outward and inward parts. 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  13  Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

 
God’s sight is inherent with his knowledge. 
 

(a) “God…his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the 
creature, so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain…” 

  
The writers of the confession describe God’s knowledge in three ways: infinite (without limits), 
infallible (without error), and independent (without dependency). 
 

Isaiah 55:8-9  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the LORD.  9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
We, in comparison to God, are limited, prone to error, and dependent upon other sources for 
our knowledge. God is not. One of the common misconceptions in our age about God is that he 
is in some way like us with regards to his knowledge. He is not. He is entirely different than us in 
his knowledge. 

 
Ezekiel 11:5  And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the 
LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the things that come into your 
mind, every one of them. 

 
God’s knowledge includes what is in our minds. 
 

Acts 15:18  Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 
 
God’s knowledge includes all that he has created and set in motion. 
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1 John 3:18-20  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and 
in truth.  19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.  
20  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 

 
God’s knowledge includes what is in our heart (Hebrews 4:12 “a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart”), even when our heart is condemning us, God’s knowledge of our eternal 
state is greater, and he does not condemn us because of what Jesus Christ has done for us. 
 
In the next lesson, we’ll cover the last two sections of part two: God’s holiness and God’s 
worship. 


