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Chapter 3: “Of God’s Decree” 
  
Part 1: “God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably, all things, whatsoever comes to 
pass; yet so as thereby is God neither the author of sin nor hath fellowship with 
any therein; nor is violence offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty 
or contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established; in which 
appears his wisdom in disposing all things, and power and faithfulness in 
accomplishing his decree.” 
 
What is a decree? In general, an order, edict or law made by a superior as a rule to govern inferiors. 
Established law, or rule. In theology, predetermined purpose of God; the purpose or determination of an 

immutable Being, whose plan of operations is, like himself, unchangeable. (Webster’s 1828) 
 
What does it mean to decree? To determine judicially; to resolve by sentence. To determine or resolve 

legislatively; to fix or appoint; to set or constitute by edict or in purpose. (Webster’s 1828) 
 
God’s decrees then are his unchangeable (immutable), predetermined, purposes, 
determinations, and plans. God decrees then by determination, resolution, appointment, and 
constitution his purposes without any outside influence. 
 
Part 1a: “God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably, all things, whatsoever comes to 
pass;” 
 
Reference: Isaiah 46:10. 

Isaiah 46:9-11  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am 
God, and there is none like me,  10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure:  11  Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a 
far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will 
also do it. 

 
God can decree as he does because he is Jehovah Almighty, the existent God. The writers of the 
confession use these phrases to denote the origin of God’s decree: “in himself” and “of his own 
will”. “All things, whatsoever comes to pass” originate from God and God alone.  
 
Reference: Ephesians 1:11. 

Ephesians 1:7-12  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace;  8  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence;  9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in him:  11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will:  12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in 
Christ. 
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God purposes, predestines, and works “all things after the counsel of his own will” for his praise 
and glory. Paul is writing specifically about salvation (“redemption through his blood”, 
“forgiveness of sins”, and “trusted in Christ”) and is saying that salvation is predestined by God. 
We are only saved because God has sovereignly, graciously, determined and purposed that we 
are saved. Jonah discovered this truth when he was in the belly of the fish and proclaimed 
“Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9) 
 
Reference: Hebrews 6:17. 

Hebrews 6:17-20 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise 
the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:  18  That by two immutable 
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:  19  Which hope we have as an anchor 
of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;  20  Whither the 
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec. 

  
The “two immutable things” are God’s counsel and his oath, which are his decrees. Verses 9-12 
describe the perseverance of the saints, then are followed by the assurance of preservation by 
God, resulting in consolation and hope because of the accomplishment of God’s decrees as seen 
in the work of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reference: Romans 9:15 and 18  

Romans 9:13-18  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.  14  What 
shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.  15  For he saith to Moses, I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion.  16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.  17  For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for 
this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared throughout all the earth.  18  Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

 
Predestination, perseverance, preservation are encompassed in “all things” that God has 
decreed. Paul writes that election is also part of God’s decrees. Election is not by man’s will or by 
man’s work, but by God’s mercy and grace. Paul also writes that God’s decrees encompass man’s 
will and work.  
 
Part 1b: “yet so as thereby is God neither the author of sin nor hath fellowship with 
any therein;” 
 
Reference: James 1:13 

James 1:12-18  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13  Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man:  14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed.  15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.  16  Do not err, my beloved brethren.  17  Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  18  Of his own will begat he us with the word 
of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
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It is common to accuse those who believe that God predestines all things to come to pass of 
saying that “all things” encompass sin. God does use the wicked for his purposes (Proverbs 
16:4), but he is not the origin of wickedness and sin. As James writes, “every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed”. Deceived in the garden by the serpent, 
man’s pride is the origin of sin. God uses sinful men for to accomplish his will in his decrees. 

 
Reference: 1 John 1:5 

1 John 1:5-10  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6  If we say that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.  8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us. 

  
For man to say that God is the origin of sin is to deny who God is. If he is Jehovah Almighty, if 
there is “no darkness at all” in him, then it is a lie to say that he is the origin of sin, rather than 
man. John also indicates here that we cannot enjoy the purity of God without the work of the 
blood of Jesus Christ to remove the darkness of sin and our ongoing confession of sin, 
forgiveness of sin, and cleansing of sin by God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Part 1c: “nor is violence offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or 
contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established;” 
 
Unfortunately, the writers of the confession do not make this phrase easy to understand. Are 
they saying that God does not influence the will of the creature? Absolutely not. They are saying 
that, left unto themselves, the creatures do not need any help in order to sin, nor do the 
consequences of their sins need assistance in their effects. God, however, uses the causes and 
effects to accomplish what he has decreed. We cannot separate the omnipotence and 
omniscience of God from the decree of God.  
 
Reference: Acts 4:27-28 

Acts 4:23-31  And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief 
priests and elders had said unto them.  24  And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to 
God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and all that in them is:  25  Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast 
said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?  26  The kings 
of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and 
against his Christ.  27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast 
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of 
Israel, were gathered together,  28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel 
determined before to be done.  29  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and 
grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,  30  By 
stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the 
name of thy holy child Jesus.  31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the 
word of God with boldness. 
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Reference John 19:11 
John 19:6-18  6  When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, 
Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault 
in him.  7  The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God.  8  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 
9  And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave 
him no answer.  10  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not 
that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?  11  Jesus answered, Thou 
couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: 
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.  12  And from thenceforth 
Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not 
Caesar’s friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.  13  When Pilate 
therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place 
that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.  14  And it was the preparation of the 
Passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!  15  But they 
cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your 
King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.  16  Then delivered he him 
therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.   

 
In both of the reference scriptures given, the writers provide examples of the decrees of God 
being accomplished by the sinful actions of men. The sins are of man, not of God (as Jesus states 
in verse 11), but they are used by God to accomplish what he had “determined before to be 
done”. This does not make God to be evil in any way. Instead, it glorifies God because he alone 
may use evil to do good.  
 
Part 1d: “in which appears his wisdom in disposing all things, and power and 
faithfulness in accomplishing his decree.” 
 
Reference Numbers 23:19  

Numbers 23:16-20  And the LORD met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, Go 
again unto Balak, and say thus.  17  And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt 
offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said unto him, What hath the LORD 
spoken?  18  And he took up his parable, and said, Rise up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, 
thou son of Zippor:  19  God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, 
that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good?  20  Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he 
hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it.   

 
Balaam accomplished good because God decreed he would do so. Even though Balaam sinned, 
God used his sin to do what he determined Balaam would do. His decrees will not be thwarted 
because of man’s sins. They will be accomplished in spite of them. 
 
Reference Ephesians 1:3-5 

Ephesians 1:3-14  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  7  In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;  8  
Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;  9  Having made known unto 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in 
himself:  10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:  (Continued)  
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(Ephesians 1:3-14 Continued) 11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will:  12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ.  13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise,  14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory. 
 

Whatever God decrees will be done to produce good things for his glory because he alone is 
perfectly good. Sinful men and the results of their sinfulness are used providentially by God to 
accomplish what he has decreed. Men made righteous in Jesus Christ and the results of their 
righteousness are use providentially by God to accomplish what he has decreed. “All things” is 
all encompassing. Nothing lies outside the decree of God. Our response to this is to be praise 
and glorification of God, for no one else, no creature, could do what he has determined to be 
done and have the outcome be perfect good. 


