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Matthew 20:16  So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few 
chosen. 
 
Mat 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen. 
 
The Greek word for called is kletos and means invited.  
 
The Greek word or chosen is eklektos and means elect or favorite.  
 
Jesus gives his disciples a parable prior to making the statements about the called and the 
chosen. The first is the parable of the laborers in the vineyard and the second is the parable of 
the wedding feast. Both of them are parables of the kingdom of heaven. Both of them make it 
clear that it is God’s choice that brings some people into the kingdom. Both of them also make it 
clear that there are some people who are not brought into the kingdom by God’s choice. The 
kingdom of heaven was, is, and will be filled with the chosen, the elect of God. No person will get 
into the kingdom of heaven (God’s kingdom) by their own choice. But, many are called and, like 
the invitees to the wedding feast, they might read the invitation, they might even RSVP, they 
might even show up for the rehearsal dinner, but if they’ve not been chosen, they won’t be 
accepted by the host. And many are called and reject the invitation, even persecuting those who 
deliver it. The invitation, the Gospel message, is delivered to many. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:   

 
Paul reminds the Corinthians of when they heard the Gospel. Though many were called, there 
were some who were not called. This too is by God’s choice. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:27-31 27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty;  28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  29  That no flesh 
should glory in his presence.  30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:  31  That, according as it is 
written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

 
2 Timothy 1:8-11  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;  9  
Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began,  10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:  
11  Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 

 
Paul then tells the Corinthians why many are called, though some are not called, and few are 
chosen: for God’s glory, so no man would glory in his own or someone else’s flesh, so Christ 
Jesus would be wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Otherwise, if a wise man 
had shown us the way, and we had chosen the way, the way, the truth, and the life would be in 
us, not in Christ Jesus. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:17-19  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath 
called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.  (Continued)  
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(Continued) 18  Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any 
called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.  19  Circumcision is nothing, and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 
 

Paul wrote in regards to marriage in the first 16 verses of chapter 7. He is discussing the state of 
the person’s being and states that if the God (the Lord) has providentially place a person in that 
state of being, they ought to remain in that state. It is here that a different kind of calling is 
introduced: a vocational, not only a spiritual, calling. What is assumed in the context of the 
scripture is that “every man” has already been chosen by God, called by the Gospel, and has 
responded by the Spirit. Now Paul is focusing in on the state of the person: married or Single, 
Jew or Gentile, slave or free, etc. 

 
1 Corinthians 7:20-24  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.  
21  Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather.  
22  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that 
is called, being free, is Christ's servant.  23  Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men.  24  Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide 
with God. 
 

If “every man” encompasses all of the elect of God, then every calling (assuming that it is an 
honest and lawful vocation) is where God has ordained that the elect should abide. Much of the 
religious world would say the opposite, that in order to truly serve and glorify God (to advance 
the kingdom of God) one should consider his or her original calling as a lower, secondary, means 
and pursue a different, higher, calling as a primary means, such as missons, church leadership, 
children’s ministry, music ministry, benevolence, community outreach, etc. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God. 

 
God does not intend for his elect to abandon their vocations. He intends for them to remain in 
their callings and to “use it rather” to “abide with God” and to “do all to the glory of God”. Look 
at the lists of vocations that Paul provides to the Ephesian and Colossian churches. 
 

Ephesians 6:1-9  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  2  Honour thy 
father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)  3  That it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.  4  And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  5  Servants, be obedient 
to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of 
your heart, as unto Christ;  6  Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart;  7  With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men:  8  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of 
the Lord, whether he be bond or free.  9  And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, 
forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there 
respect of persons with him. 

 
Colossians 3:17-25  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  18  Wives, submit yourselves 
unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.  19  Husbands, love your wives, and be not 
bitter against them.  20  Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing 
unto the Lord.  21  Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.  22  
Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:  (Continued)  
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(Continued) 23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;  
24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the 
Lord Christ.  25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and 
there is no respect of persons. 

 
Paul doesn’t need to list out every possible vocation. He doesn’t list carpenters, fishermen, tax 
collectors, soldiers, tentmakers, merchants, etc. individually. He uses easily-understood and 
common examples to express a universal exhortation to the elect: every man should do 
whatsoever he does as if he were doing it to and for God. He uses relationships that are as close 
as human relationships can become: husband/wife, father/children, master/slave. These 
relationships have an easily understood authority structure, both biblically, as well as in 
common society. In each of these, Paul writes that God’s elect are to make God (service to Christ 
Jesus) the center of their relationships and associated vocations. 
 

2 Corinthians 10:17-18  But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  18  For not he that 
commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. 

 
If God wants the elect to abide in their callings, how is Christian ministry accomplished? How 
can the elect evangelize, convert, disciple, etc.? It is here that spiritual gifts become useful. 
Spiritual gifts are applied within the context of relationships and vocations. For instance, God 
provided some vocations (callings) to build up the church.  
 

Ephesians 4:11-16  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  13  Till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ:  14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in 
all things, which is the head, even Christ:  16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure 
of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
 

Those whose vocations are designated by God for the building up of the church are to apply their 
spiritual gifts within the context of their vocation. Their gifts are not given to them for general 
application outside of that context. For example, a pastor may shepherd a church, but that same 
pastor is a husband, a father, a child, a servant (employee), and therefore has other vocational 
contexts wherein he may apply other spiritual gifts. Some may crossover, but God intends gifts 
to be used in context. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:4-14  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5  
And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  6  And there are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  7  But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  8  For to one is given by the 
Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  9  To another 
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  10  To another the 
working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds 
of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:  11  But all these worketh that one and 
the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.  12  For as the body is 
one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: 
so also is Christ.  13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  14  For the 
body is not one member, but many. 
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This is true Christian ministry then: the ministry of the elect, using their unique gifts, in their 
individual vocations, both in the church and outside of the church. No vocation, no gift, given by 
God to man, is without value or application. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:22-27  Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be 
more feeble, are necessary:  23  And those members of the body, which we think to be less 
honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more 
abundant comeliness.  24  For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the 
body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:  25  That there 
should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one 
for another.  26  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.  27  Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular. 

 
God’s plan for the ministry of the elect is beautiful. The body of Christ is not made out of cookie-
cutter Christians, but uniquely-gifted, specifically-talented, individual Christians, who by the 
power of the Spirit, come together as a whole. God fits them together, not man, to fulfill his 
purposes, not men’s. 
 

Hebrews 6:9-12  But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we thus speak.  10  For God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister.  11  And we desire that every one of you do shew the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:  12  That ye be not slothful, but followers of 
them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 
 

The writer is addressing his audience with generalities. “Ye have ministered…and do minister” is 
written to a wide group of the Hebrew elect, not only to elders, pastors, and deacons. Therefore 
it can be assumed that there is a type of ministry that all believers can undertake. It is the 
ministry given to them by God: to express the gifts of the Spirit in their everyday life, to do so 
diligently, in hope and assurance that wherever they may be, God intends for them to be there, 
serving Him, for his glory. Finally, in 1 Corinthians, Paul writes a lead-in from the end of chapter 
12 to the beginning of chapter 13 that says “and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way” and 
that “way” is charity (love). Every vocation and gift given by God is to be undertaken and 
employed in love. Without love, they are essentially useless.  
 

John 13:34-35  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another.  35  By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 
This then is the most effective way to reach those who are outside the church: to love one 
another within the church, within the individual relationships and vocations given by God, using 
the gifts of the Spirit in love, for God’s glory. 
 
In summary: 
1. Many (but not all) will hear the Gospel call. 
2. Few that hear the Gospel call will be chosen (elected) by God. 
3. Those that are chosen by God (the elect) should remain in their vocation(s). 
4. The ministry of the elect occurs in the context of their vocation(s). 
5. Christian ministry is not limited to a particular vocation. 
6. Christian ministry is effective when the gifts of the Spirit are used by the elect to build up the church. 
7. Christian ministry, expressed by love for one another in the church, glorifies God and, as such, makes 
God known to those outside of the church. 


