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The message I do have to bring this morning is drawn from 2 texts in Scripture, the first 
being 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.

"Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone 
and the new has come. All this is from God who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against 
them and he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are 
therefore Christ's ambassadors as though God were making his appeal 
through us."

And the second coming from Colossians 1:15-20.

"He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, for by 
him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities. All things 
were created by him and for him. He is before all things and in him all 
things hold together and he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead so that in everything he 
might have preeminence for God was pleased to have all of his fullness 
dwell in him and through him to reconcile himself all things to himself, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood shed on the cross."

Peace. The world is hungry for peace. I am a child of the 60s. Those were my formative 
years and like many others from that generation, the study of peace was very important to 
me and it has remained important to me down through the years. And before my walk 
with the Lord, I took courses and went to workshops and study groups and have done the 
same since coming to the Lord and I have to say that like most people, the reach for 
peace has exceeded my grasp much of the time. And I'm not going to share with you 
much of my testimony, it's more a matter of qualifying what I have to say this morning, 
that my wife would tell you that one of the most important things that I ever did was 
become involved with the ministry of Peacemakers back in 1999 and it's because I began 
to understand peace from a scriptural perspective. And over the years as the Lord 
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revealed more and more to me through his word about what real peace is, he also ordered 
the circumstances of my life to give me living illustrations of what peace among men and 
between men and God is really about. He has taught me over the years. Most of those 
illustrations that he used came from the last 14 years of traveling back and forth to South 
Sudan and I'm not going to share a lot of those illustrations with you because I think it's 
more important to share the Scriptures related to peace and peacemaking. But if you are 
interested, I'd love to share stories with you, I'm a storyteller, and you can always go to 
my blog which is plumb-lines-south-sudan because there I have kind of written about 
some of the illustrations of the very principles that I have to share with you this morning.

What I have to share with you is basically an acrostic that I drew from the Peacemakers 
ministry. P-E-A-C-E, peace. We are all so hungry for peace, aren't we? The world is 
hungry for peace. I know this because I've done a Google search on peace and guess 
what? There are almost 185 Google references to organizations and treatises and papers 
on peace. People are hungrier than I even imagined and as I glanced over a number of 
those summaries, I learned that there are articles about the Peace Corps, peace prizes, 
peace polls, peace colleges, peace endowments, peace gardens, peace institutions, peace 
protests. There are women for peace, Jews for peace, Buddhists for peace, religions for 
peace. Musicals for peace, musicians for peace, artists for peace, children for peace and 
pets for peace. That's just a summary glance and while some of the formulas are noble 
and inspirational, many are quite simplistic and superficial and nearly all of them are 
drawn from human efforts to resolve conflict and get along with others. Although some 
of these efforts have encouraged temporary peace and some agreements, few of them can 
report genuine lasting results and nearly all failed to address the ultimate reason there is 
so little peace in this suffering world and therefore most of these approaches are 
described all too well by God's indictment in Jeremiah 6:14, "They dress the wound of 
my people as though it were not serious. Peace, peace they say when there is no peace."

Well fortunately, we don't have to go on an exhaustive search through all those millions 
of Google references for peace and we don't have to turn, thank goodness, to the example 
of international diplomats and negotiators to find the path to peace. Holy Scripture 
provides it for us quite clearly and God has graciously and repeatedly described the only 
one and the only genuine path to lasting peace and that path is beautifully described in the 
text today drawn from Colossians 1:15-20. By the way, I will be repeating some 
Scriptures often for emphasis. "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation for by him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities. All things were created by 
him and for him. He is before all things and in him all things hold together and he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead 
so that in everything he might have preeminence for God was pleased to have all of his 
fullness dwell in him and through him to reconcile to himself all things whether things on 
earth or things in heaven by making peace through his blood shed on the cross." In this 
passage, God provides a more robust and promising and vital formula for real peace than 
do all the millions of articles and speeches and books written by men since the world 
began. His answer to our hunger for peace can be summarized in this acrostic. 
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Real peace is a priority to God. A priority to God. Peace is such a high priority to God 
that he did not send any secondary lieutenants to bring us his treasure, instead he sent his 
only Son, the most exalted and powerful ambassador who ever walked the face of this 
planet. Listen to Jesus' resume, his credentials. "He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation, for by him all things were created, things in heaven and things on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities. All things 
were created by him and for him. He is before all things. In him all things hold together 
and he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead so that in everything he might have preeminence, supremacy. For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him." So this was no last-minute reactionary 
or casual assignment from God. As 1 Peter tells us, Jesus was chosen for this task before 
the creation of the world. God's priority for peace is emphasized by the fact that he 
planned for reconciliation even before the world and all of the conflicts that have ensued 
since the world was created.

Since God has made peace one of his highest priorities, he calls us to do the same, to 
make it our priority. He doesn't want us to treat estrangement from him or others as an 
insignificant matter that we can just deal with later when it's a better time. He expects us 
to make more than a token effort to seek peace with others. He teaches us never to delay 
going to someone who may have something against us. In fact, his priority for peace is so 
high that Jesus commands us to seek reconciliation with others even before we seek to 
worship God himself. Consider our Lord's command in Matthew 5, "Therefore if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there in the front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 
brother, then come and offer your gift." What more could God say to indicate how high a 
priority he places on peace? He sent his most exalted ambassador to make peace on earth. 
He commands us not to approach him to worship unless we have made every reasonable 
effort as much as it is within us to seek peace with those around us and by his example 
and his commands, God has placed peace at the top of the list of his priorities. How can 
we not do likewise?

In God's economy, a person cannot truly make peace with another unless he is first at 
peace with God. In Romans 8 we are reminded, "Because the carnal mind is at enmity 
against God for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can it be." In describing 
mankind, Paul says, "The way of peace they have not known." When we become 
reconciled to God, he dissolves our enmity and he begins to develop peace in our 
character. Until then, we cannot be truly instruments of godly peace. Paul also claims, 
"Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ," in Romans 5. Here peace implies a cessation of hostilities and a kind of a 
tranquility of mind. This replaces an almost continual dissatisfaction or agitation because 
of the carnal mind's inborn hostility toward God and God's law. And these verses paint a 
clear picture of the horrible contention and enmity that sin causes in us and among us for 
where there is no strife, there is no need for a peacemaker. All of us were at war with 
God for we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient and deceived, serving our 
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and self-centeredness and envy, hateful and 
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hating and judging one another and before our conversion, we each, each of us, needed a 
peacemaker to mediate and make reconciliation for us with God.

2. E. Peace is expensive. To me, something that is expensive is a price that I have a hard 
time being willing to pay. My wife can testify to that although she is worse than I am 
about that. Peace is expensive. Consider for a moment the price that was paid to purchase 
our peace with God. The Son of God had to leave the glory of heaven, descend into a 
fallen and corrupt and dark world, take on the form of a helpless baby, walk countless 
miles over deserts and dusty roads, submit to the humiliation of mocking and beating and 
torture and shed his own life's blood on the cross. As the only Son of God, Jesus' life was 
infinitely precious to God. If his atoning work, his reconciling work, could somehow be 
converted into a material like gold, all the vaults of this world couldn't hold the resulting 
treasure. Why would God be so willing to pay such a high price to reconcile with us, that 
price for our salvation? He tells us over and over and over in Scripture that it is love that 
moved him to pay the supreme price for our peace and our salvation.

Unfortunately, John 3:16 has become a meme like, "Have a nice day," and sometimes it 
bounces off us rather than sinking in. John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life." In his first letter, the apostle repeats and expands on that theme, "And this is how 
God showed his love among us, he sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. This is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins." Dear friends, since God so loved us, so 
ought we to love one another.

Sometimes what might appear to be milk is the meat, amen? Note the response that God 
is looking for in us. If we understand and treasure the love that he has shown toward us, 
we'd be eager to be a channel of that same love into the lives of others. If that love is 
flowing through our lives, we'll be willing and eager to see that resonate in the people in 
the lives around us and we'd be eager to pay the price that is necessary to be reconciled 
with others just as Christ paid an infinitely expensive price, his very life to be reconciled 
with us.

So let's ask ourselves: is Jesus' love living in me? Am I as passionate about reconciliation 
as he is? Will I pay the price required to spread peace and reconciliation with others as 
God has been with me and continues to be? 1 Peter 5:6 says, "Humble yourselves under 
God's mighty hand." Will we humble ourselves? Stop trying to prove our own 
correctness, our own righteousness, our fleshly tendency to be dead right in our 
perspective? Will we be willing to cast aside our lifelong tactics and manipulations for 
resolving conflict and follow God's path for making peace no matter how difficult it may 
be?

In Matthew 7, Jesus says, "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye 
and pay no attention to the plank in your own? How can you say to your brother, Let me 
take the speck out of your eye when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye and then you will see clearly to 
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remove the speck from your brother's eye." Will we stop dwelling on what others have 
done to wrong us? Will we confess in detail with deep sorrow how often that we 
contribute to a conflict that is ongoing or a broken relationship that remains estranged? 
Ken Sande of Peacemakers tells us that although we might think we're only maybe 2% 
responsible for a conflict, we are 100% responsible for that 2%. By the way, a good way 
to understand how we may have contributed to a conflict when we feel that we are 
innocent is to remember James's admonition in chapter 4 of his epistle. "What causes 
fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that are at war within 
you? You want something but you don't get it. You kill and covet but you don't get what 
you want and you quarrel and you fight." Our hearts are idol factories expressing 
themselves to us as cravings for things other than God that we believe we must have or 
that would make us happy and secure in this life, things that we have set our hearts on 
that we let rule our thoughts and our feelings and eventually enslave us.

What I am about to say is certainly true for me: whenever by God's grace I am able to 
take the time and really look at the frustration or the anger that I experience, invariably I 
will find an idol that is being poked in my own life and that's what I take to the Lord 
before I do anything else, otherwise any effort to reconcile or to come to agreement or 
make peace is going to fail and sin will have its way. By the way, I have found that for 
me it's even those good things that are idols: the desire for respect or cooperation or 
reputation, good reputation. Those things, those good things. It's not the value of whether 
or not it's right or wrong in and of itself, it's about the place that it has in your heart in 
place of God that determines whether or not we are going to be enslaved by it. In 
Philippians 2:3-4, the Apostle Paul writes, "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look 
not only to your own interests but also to the interests of others."

It is hard for us to admit that sometimes others may have more wisdom or understanding 
of a conflict situation more accurately than we might and it's equally difficult for us to 
give as much effort to identifying and meeting others' interests as it is our own. In 
Ephesians 4, Paul writes, "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other just as in Christ, God forgave you." So what about the person that has deeply 
wronged you? Gossiped about you? Betrayed your trust? Failed to keep a commitment or 
a promise? Damaged your property or your reputation or has taken something from you? 
What price will you pay to encourage that person's repentance and restore peace in your 
relationship? Will you let go of bitterness? Will you give up your sense of victimization 
and self-pity? Will you divest yourself of the desire to make that person suffer for the 
wrong he or she has done to you? 

Forgiveness and reconciliation bears a heavy price if we're honest about it, doesn't it?  
Brothers and sisters, Jesus paid a far greater price to secure our forgiveness from God 
than we could ever imagine paying. His love gladly overflowed in his supreme sacrifice 
and he invites us to overflow with the same kind of love and glad sacrifice. Not as an 
obligation, a burden to repay a debt that we owe, but as a way of joyfully reflecting and 
resonating and celebrating the love of Christ in us. I'm sure all of us would love to 
overflow with this kind of love and ability and capacity to make peace but the truth is, 
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certainly if I am any example, that the price of peace is far too expensive and when we 
have been deeply or repeatedly wronged, the cost of reconciliation far exceeds our 
meager resources. We have too little of, too little humility, too little compassion or 
forgiveness to cover the damage caused by sin and conflict in our lives.

This brings me to A in the PEACE acrostic. Peace requires an ally because we cannot on 
our own fully pay the price of reconciliation. We can't wash away another person's sins. 
We cannot cleanse our own hearts from bitterness and self-righteousness. We can't 
forgive truly as God has forgiven us. But there is one who can do all of these things and 
he is eager to come to our side because it is God's priority. He is eager to bear the full 
cost of our sin and give us all the support and resources that we need to restore peace 
with others, with those around us. Colossians 1:19-20 says, promises us that, "God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Christ and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things whether things on earth or things in heaven by making peace through his blood 
shed on the cross." Now, God would not be pleased to reconcile 2 people to himself and 
leave them at odds with each other, would he? His reconciliation is all-encompassing. He 
is our Jehovah Shalom, the God in whose presence we find our peace, therefore he is 
eager to come alongside of us as his children and to become our ally, our friend in 
pursuing peace with others. Philippians 2:13 promises us, "It is God who works in you to 
will and to act according to his good purpose." 

So we have an ally who is eager to see us and to help us make peace with others and he is 
not distant or passive. He is not some theory or concept. He is near and he places all of 
his resources at our disposal if we would only be willing. Ephesians 1:18-20 indicates, 
"Our Savior wants us to know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 
inglorious inheritance in the saints and his incomparably great power to us who believe." 
And that power is like the working of his mighty strength which he exerted in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly  
realms. Our ally is ready to come to our aid. We can seek his counsel, bank on his 
limitless resources and trust that he will never leave our side if we genuinely seek peace 
with others.

Next in this acrostic is C.: real peace is found only at the cross. This world offers many 
formulas and methods for peace and we Americans spend millions of hours and billions 
of dollars every year in bookstores, just go to Barnes & Noble, seminars, counselors' 
offices, courtrooms or negotiation tables, seeking ways to resolve conflict and regain 
some measure of peace. I count myself among them and I know most of this effort is 
utterly wasted because real peace is found only at the cross. Colossians 1:20 teaches that 
it was at the cross that Jesus shed his blood to repay for our sins, purchase our peace, 
reconcile us to God and this gift can be found nowhere else in the world. Acts 4:12 
proclaims, "Salvation is found in no one else for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved." It is at the cross alone that the Gospel of 
Christ is revealed. Jesus has freed us from the penalty of sin and given us the capacity, 
the ability to break free from the sinful habits and attitudes of mind that foster conflict 
and obstruct reconciliation.
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Peacemaking has been a real important part of my vocation and my professional life and I 
have, like I say, the reach has exceeded the grasp in both spheres: vocationally and in my 
personal life. But God is working and helping me that before I go into a mediation 
session, a family conflict, a church conflict, a coaching session or a difficult conversation 
with someone I dearly love and care about, I try to remember, I try by God's grace to 
remember to ask him to keep me at the foot of the cross and each time, each time I can 
honestly say this, each time that I remember to do that I am amazed at how little I do to 
resolve a conflict and how much God does. It's amazing. Of course, the opposite is also 
true. When I forget. When I am caught up in my passion or my attitude or my sense of 
righteousness or my perspective, the opposite happens. Things crash and burn and 
misunderstandings only increase. It's simply true and that serves as God sanctifies me as 
he is doing in all of us, to remind us constantly, remind me constantly that I am totally in 
every moment of my life dependent upon his grace. And as we kneel at the foot of the 
cross, that's where we find our inspiration and the grace and the power to make peace 
supernaturally with others. 

I would love to share with you some of the stories of examples that I have seen this most 
potently portrayed in refugee camps in northern Uganda or in little villages in South 
Sudan. Aaron referenced the reconciliation between 2 villages: a tribe from one village, 
attacking another village, killing 2 people and within a week, the elders of both villages 
got together and insisted that the people come together and reconcile with each other. 
Amazing. They refused to call in police. They refused to call in authorities. They refused 
to call in soldiers because they said, "We have a God that can do so much more than any 
of them." Amazing. Oh, that we could bring that kind of passion to our own culture here.

So as we kneel at the foot of the cross, we find inspiration and grace and power to make 
peace with others and Ken Sande writes in "Peacemaker," one book that for 15 years I 
constantly return to, "Take hold of the liberating promises of the Gospel. Trust that Jesus 
has forgiven your sins and confess them freely. Believe that he is using the pressures of 
your present conflict to help you grow and cooperate with him. Depend upon his 
assurance that he is watching over you. Stop fearing what others might do to you and 
know that he delights in displaying his sanctifying power in your life and attempt to do 
things that you could never accomplish in your own strength such as forgiving someone 
who has hurt you so deeply." It's good to study the scriptural principles of conflict 
resolution but these principles and skills will produce only a superficial result if they are 
not inspired and guided by what Jesus did for us at Calvary. Genuine, lasting peace, 
found at the cross.

Finally, PEACE has E.: eternal consequences, the fifth principle here. When Jesus shed 
his blood on the cross, he opened the door for us to be fully reconciled to God, to enter 
the halls of heaven and to enjoy the Father's love forever. Jesus promised us in John 6, "I 
tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life." Embedded in this gift of peace, is 
the privilege and the responsibility of sharing the message of eternal life with others. Paul 
writes in 2 Corinthians, the other text for this morning's message, "Therefore if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone. The new has come." All this is from 
God who reconciled himself to us through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
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reconciliation, that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men's sins against them and he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We 
therefore are Christ's ambassadors as though God were making his appeal through us.

For those of us who have received peace and reconciliation and eternal life through Christ 
Jesus, he calls us to share this gift with others. Although words alone will, I suppose 
sometimes, be enough to draw others to the Savior, Jesus taught that our most persuasive 
testimony is communicated by how we love one another. "As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another and by this all men will know that you are my disciples if you love 
one another." Not convince one another. Not bring another along but love one another. 
The love that is most eye-catching and persuasive to the world around us is not the love 
that we show to those who love us. As Jesus taught in Luke 6:27-28, anyone can love 
those who love them. Anyone. But what marks us uniquely, what marks us as sons and 
daughters of God is our love for those who are in conflict with us. God's servant Paul 
tells us plainly, "Now all things are of God who has reconciled us to himself through 
Jesus Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their trespasses to them and has committed 
to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ as though God 
were pleading through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God for he 
made him who knew no sin to be sin for us that we might become the righteousness of 
God in him."

We play a part in becoming peacemakers by becoming reconciled to God by his grace 
and this is the first step in the primary criteria for becoming a true peacemaker. Paul tells 
us that he had been given the word and ministry of reconciliation as his function as an 
apostle of Jesus Christ but he also tells us that we as followers of Christ are called and 
being prepared by God to assist in causing the reconciliation of this dark, suffering world 
to God. This step toward being a peacemaker is the result of his working in our lives over 
time. This sanctification process creates within us the ability to be a peacemaker by his 
definition, not ours, as he conforms us to the image of his pattern Son and prepares us for 
glory.

The process, however, is painful, isn't it? Our human nature, my human nature, clings 
tenaciously to attitudes and behaviors and habits which provide a constant challenge to 
maintaining peace with God and others. Paul describes his battle with it in Romans 7 and 
in other numerous exhortations to us to employ by his grace self-control and love for God 
and the brethren. This leads us to understand that peacemaking certainly involves more 
than mediating some dispute between others but that peacemaking, real peacemaking, is a 
constant responsibility and lifestyle. It's a way of life, of living out moment to moment, 
even in the small moments of our lives, that God uses for his economy and his purposes. 

So its achievement is possible but made more difficult, it seems at first, because of many 
factors which we all attempt to identify as being factors that are preventing it from 
outside of ourselves rather than understanding that really most of the factors preventing  
peace are generated from within us and thus peacemaking can have eternal consequences. 
He uses these conflicts. He uses our resistance and breaks it down and reveals it to us that 
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we would confess it to him, that he would conform us to the image of Christ when we 
love and forgive those who have deeply hurt us. None of us get through this life without 
being deeply hurt and when we humbly confess our own wrongs, we are demonstrating 
the reality and the reconciling power of Christ living in us. Thus God may use our 
witness as peacemakers to lead others to trust in God and find eternal peace through him. 
We're so eager to do that ourselves and inpatient to do that ourselves and yet it's God who 
is doing it in and through our lives as we look to him. 

We don't know in his economy what he is doing in and through us, do we? Not really. 
And every now and then he gives us a bit of encouragement along the way. I received a 
letter on my birthday not too long ago from a young woman when I was working at a 
crisis pregnancy center who I had not heard of in 33 years since she was a pregnant, 
teenage, high school dropout who thanked my wife and I for our ministry to her because 
why? We insisted she come to church and sit next to us and we took her out and spent 
time talking with her. That's all. Never knew she was now a grandmother and a faithful 
attender and member of that same church that we had left 33 years ago. Praise God that 
he would reveal that to us to encourage us along the way, using the smallest moment of 
interacttion of our lives. To encourage us when we are most discouraged, maybe. 

Thus God may use our witness as peacemakers to lead us to trust in Christ and find 
eternal peace through him and we need to remember, again, where envy and self-seeking 
exists, confusion and every evil work will be there, but the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure and peaceable and gentle and willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
by those who make peace.

Finally, the church is a supernatural spiritual body, the body of Jesus Christ. It is an 
assembly of us people called to prepare for God's kingdom and participate in and support 
the church's work in feeding the flock and preaching the Gospel of peace to the world 
around us and the church has 2 primary duties: provide a means of calling others to 
reconciliation and peace with God; and to provide the full counsel of God to help the 
called know God and become holy and this is the vocation and work of all of us 
Christians in the church.

I am reminded, just one illustration, a brief illustration of a Bouma chief in South Sudan. 
A Bouma chief in South Sudan has authority over a number of villages in a given district 
and my son-in-law was meeting with a Bouma chief and I think it was a few years ago, a 
trip with you, Aaron, I think. But he said something that really stuck with me. We were 
responding to an appeal to establish a church in this particular village which is there now, 
praise God, so it was a few years ago. But he said, William said, "Why? Why do you 
want a church here? Tell me I need to understand what your heart is. Tell me why?" He 
said, "William, in every village where there is a church, in every village that I am over 
where there is a church, I have no need for policeman." What a great testimony. Boy, if 
that were true here.
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Anyway, although as Christians we may have little or no control really over others and 
mediating peace around us or between disputing parties, this shouldn't dissuade us from 
living in the conduct of peacemakers and being ambassadors for Christ. In and of itself, 
this is our godly calling and vocation. Peacemaking is indeed a high standard and a 
worthy vocation and it yields a wonderful reward that is worth bending our every effort 
and will to submit to God and seek to glorify him in our lives.

So who then really are the real peacemakers here or in South Sudan? They are those who 
may never sit at a formal negotiating table and they may never have the opportunity to 
issue declarations or agreements or engage in public rhetoric or sign agreements or 
treaties. They may, like most all of us, simply live out their lives as farmers or selling in 
the marketplace or providing a needed service or keeping a home, but in their interaction 
with others just in the daily course of their lives, those small moments, and through the 
sanctifying process that God is working in and through them, they are the ones whom 
God will establish, through whom God will establish his peace. And they may be meek 
and largely unnoticed by the world but our Lord says what? That the meek will inherit the 
earth. Please, Lord God, count me among them.

The world is hungry for peace. Not the superficial temporary peace that millions of 
confused and misleading voices speak of day after day but the deep and genuine and 
lasting peace that God secured for each of us through the death and resurrection of his 
Son. So every time we experience a conflict, each of us has the opportunity to show and 
the privilege, to show others how to find real peace and may God grant us to do so in a 
manner which points clearly to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
My challenge to myself and all of us here this morning is that let's think of someone, 
before we go to bed tonight, let's think of someone with whom we need to make peace 
and commit to prayer and to the counsel of God's word the steps that we need to take to 
go to that person and confess to God our resistance to do so.

Thank you for the opportunity to preach this morning.
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