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A while ago now, Frank Peretti wrote a couple of books on spiritual 

warfare, entitled This Present Darkness and Piercing the Darkness. They were 
novels that told of a story in the real world, while we also caught glimpses of what 
was happening in the realm of the angels and demons at the same time. Whether or 
not events could happen that way, the books teach a couple of very valuable 
lessons: 1. Heavenly warfare is tied to earthly warfare and struggles. If something 
is happening on earth that is part of the struggle between Satan's kingdom and 
God's kingdom, we can be certain that there is a similar battle going on among the 
spiritual forces of good and evil, between angels and demons. 2. Prayer has a huge 
impact on the spiritual warfare of the angels and demons. This world of angels and 
demons has a huge impact on our lives, an impact we often don't see or know 
anything about. This passage in Revelation helps raise the veil a little to help us 
see what is happening. 

Before we dig in to the passage, we need to say some things about angels 
and demons, both things that are true, as well as things that are false. Angels are 
created beings that are spiritual in nature. They do not have a body like we do, 
even though they do sometimes become visible to humans in the Scriptures. 
Hebrews tells us that angels are ministering spirits. They protect and minister to 
God's people. Of course, that is not all they do. In Scripture, angels convey 
revelation (in fact, the book of Revelation came to John through an angel); they 
bring messages to people; they surround the throne room of God; they fight the 
forces of evil; they offer praise and worship to God; they warn God's people; one 
angel can kill 185,000 Assyrian troops; they drag Lot and his family out of Sodom 
and Gomorrah; they are curious about the salvation of God's people, and long to 
look into these things, as 1 Peter says. They are extremely valuable and powerful 
servants of God. There do seem to be different orders of angels. Cherubim 
surround the throne of God. Seraphim are the burning ones, and they guard the 
way to God's throne. Then the Bible also mentions that Michael is an archangel (in 
Jude 9). They seem to have some kind of organization, therefore. They can fall 
into sin. That is what demons are. They are fallen angels. There is no redemption 
for demons as there is for fallen humans. 

Demons are tempters. They whisper things in the ears of human beings. 
They accuse us before God. Of course, when we fall into sin, they accuse us as if 
they had not suggested it to us. That is the chief function of Satan, and that is what 
his name means. The Satan is the accuser of the brethren. He fancies himself the 
prosecutor in God's courtroom, laying out charges against God's elect, and against 
everyone else, too. He would want everyone to forget that he is also the tempter, 
tempting us to the very sins he then accuses us of committing. In a very real sense, 



Satan is the ultimate, final, and complete hypocrite. One very interesting question 
about demons is this: why is there so little written about them in the Old 
Testament, and why is there so much written about them in the New Testament? 
Doug Kelly answers that question for us very well in his commentary: “Here is the 
reason: Jesus had come to redeem the human race from the power of the devil and 
so the demons came from Hell, with all their force to attempt to stop it.” Oh, 
demons were still active in the Old Testament times, as we will see, especially in 
the book of Daniel. But it was nothing like the furious activity of the demons in 
the New Testament times.

Now that we have a clearer picture in our minds of what angels and demons 
are, and what they do, let us focus our attention on our text. In the context, Satan, 
in the form of the dragon, tried to attack the church and Jesus Christ. He was 
unable to conquer them, even though it looked like he was so much more 
powerful. Appearances can be deceptive, though, as we saw last week. What 
happened on the earth while Satan was throwing all his force against the church is 
now mirrored in heaven. You see, the events of verses 7-12 are the heavenly 
counterpart to what happened in verses 1-6 on the earth. It helps to explain why it 
is that Satan was not able to overcome the church. As any military commander 
knows, it is very difficult to fight a war on two sides. Satan was trying to fight the 
church on the one side, and Michael and the angels on the other side. Satan was 
not powerful enough to conquer on either side, and so he was cast down. 

This war started before Jesus was born. That much is clear from the Old 
Testament background of our passage. In Daniel 10, an angel reveals himself to 
Daniel, and tells the story of how Michael helped him bring the message to Daniel, 
despite having been delayed by the prince of the kingdom of Persia. That is 
obviously a demon of great power. But with Michael's help, the angel that had the 
message for Daniel was able to break through the resistance and come to Daniel's 
aid. The angel, after he delivered that message, then told Daniel that he had to go 
back to do battle with that demon again with Michael's help. It seems clear that the 
prince of Persia there is Satan himself. So, even before Jesus was born, the angels 
do battle with Satan. In Daniel chapter 12, Michael is mentioned again as the angel 
who is the main protector of the people of Israel. 

The battle continues up through the lifetime of Jesus Christ. By the way, 
one of the main questions about our text is when this battle occurs. It seems fairly 
clear actually, that the battle takes place during the humiliation and exaltation of 
Jesus Christ. The only other time period that this passage could possibly be 
describing is the time of the original fall of Satan. But this battle does not describe 
the original fall of Satan into sin for a variety of reasons. Firstly, the words of 
verse 10 wouldn't really fit that scenario. The coming of the kingdom of Christ is 
said to have its basis in the authority of the Christ, which makes much more sense 
of the time when Jesus was on the earth and after that. Secondly, the main weapon 



that conquers Satan is mentioned in verse 11: the blood of the Lamb. Obviously, 
that blood was not spilled before Jesus came to earth. Thirdly, the idea that this 
battle takes place during the life of Jesus on earth, and during His death and 
resurrection fits much better with particular places in the gospels, such as the 
parable of the binding of the strong man, and the time when Jesus sent out His 
disciples, giving them power over the demons. When they came back, Jesus said 
that He saw Satan fall like lightning to the earth (Luke 10). 

But what does Satan's fall mean here? Does it mean that Satan can't do 
anything anymore? No, it does not mean that. It does mean that Satan has no more 
place as an accuser of the brethren. You might remember that Satan does a lot of 
accusing in the Old Testament. The clearest examples are in the books of Job and 
Zechariah. In Job, Satan accuses Job of worshiping God on false pretenses. He 
says that the only reason Job worships God is because God protects Job from all 
harm. Satan is proved wrong in the rest of the book. In Zechariah, Satan accuses 
the high priest, but God removes the dirty clothes, and puts clean clothes on him. 
In the New Testament times, Satan no longer has the power to accuse the brethren 
in God's courtroom. Satan will still accuse us in our own hearts and minds. He will 
still try to say things to us that would bring doubt and confusion into our minds. 
But he no longer has the power to accuse us in God's courtroom in heaven. This 
puts a completely new light on Paul's words in Romans 8, when he says that there 
is now, therefore, no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Why is there 
no longer any condemnation? Because there is no longer anyone to accuse the 
saints! The prosecutor has fled the courtroom in defeat! In verse 33, Paul asks the 
question, “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?” and then in the next 
verse, “Who is to condemn?” Satan is the one who used to do that. But Paul 
responds by saying that it is God who justifies, and it is Jesus who died, and was 
raised. Therefore the demons have been de-fanged. If they cannot accuse us any 
more, then they certainly don't have the power to separate us from our God.  

So, there is this great war in heaven. Satan and his demons are not even a 
match for Michael and the angels. This in itself is very important for us to know. 
There is a bumper sticker out there that says, “Satan votes against you, God votes 
for you, and you cast the tiebreaking vote.” The theology of that bumper sticker is 
pretty hideously out of whack. Satan is not the equal and opposite of God, much as 
he would like us to think that he is. Satan is a demon, which is a fallen angel. He is 
the equal and opposite of Michael, except that here Michael is shown as having 
more power than Satan. 

Why is that Michael is more powerful than Satan? Verse 11 gives us the 
answer: the power of Jesus Christ and His blood shed for our forgiveness has a 
special power in the courtroom of God that Satan cannot overcome. There is no 
Satanic answer for the blood of Christ. Satan cannot throw anything at us if the 
blood of Christ covers us. 



There is a brand-new state of affairs after Christ has conquered. This is 
plain in verse 10. The word “Now” here is emphatic. There has been a huge 
turning point in history with the advent of Jesus Christ. In Jesus the kingdom of 
God has come to earth, and the power of Satan in heaven has been overthrown.

Satan's heavenly influence, and his ability to accuse the saints has been 
annihilated. That does not mean, however, that Satan can no longer do anything at 
all. Verse 12 makes sure that we understand this. Heaven has absolutely nothing to 
fear, and those in heaven can't be touched by Satan any longer. However, Satan 
was thrown down to the earth, and he can still wreak havoc among the inhabitants 
of earth. His heavenly banishment is what starts the earthly conflict. His anger 
makes him more dangerous, especially because he knows that his time is short. 
The rest of the chapter is going to tell us about what he will do on earth to make 
war against all the offspring of the woman, who, as we saw last week, is the 
church. 

Notice the final state of those who have conquered Satan. They have a 
testimony by which they can conquer Satan. The importance of our testimony can 
hardly be exaggerated, but look closely at the nature of this testimony. This 
testimony is tied very closely to the blood of Christ. It would not be a stretch to 
say that our testimony is founded on the blood of Christ. It is a testimony that 
prefers heaven to earth. One of the Puritans used to say that most people in the 
world would prefer Heaven to Hell. The mark of the Christian is that he prefers 
Heaven to earth. And that is what we find here. The text says that “they loved not 
their lives even unto death.” That means that their testimony was more important 
to them than their lives. Indeed, their testimony is what connected them to the 
blood of Christ. As Christ suffered, so they expected to suffer. Christ's blood not 
only cleanses us, but also paves the way for our suffering.

So, how do we apply this text to our lives? Firstly, recognize the reality of 
the spiritual warfare, and make sure that your prayers take the spiritual warfare 
into account. When you pray “Thy kingdom come,” you are praying for Christ's 
kingdom to overcome Satan's kingdom, both on earth, and in the spiritual realms. 
Never forget Paul's admonition in Ephesians 6, that our war is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the powers of this present darkness. Pray for God's 
kingdom, and against Satan's kingdom. Pray for the angels to overcome the 
demons. Pray that Satan might be confounded, and that all his attempts at rebellion 
be thwarted. All too often, our prayers center on ourselves, especially medical 
needs. Those are not wrong to pray for, but there is so much more that we need to 
pray about. I find it exciting to pray about the spiritual realm, because so much 
happens there, and I know that God uses those prayers in very special ways. In 
Frank Peretti's books, he makes the angels' power dependent on the prayers of the 
saints. While that might go a bit beyond the evidence of Scripture, he is still 
making an important point: God uses our prayers in the spiritual warfare in ways 



that we cannot even imagine. 
Secondly, recognize again that Satan is a defeated enemy. This is one of the 

main messages of the book of Revelation, so we will hear it a lot. We heard it last 
week, and we hear it again this week. But there is an added element here that we 
must not miss: the reason for Satan's defeat is the blood of Jesus Christ and the 
testimony of the saints that rests upon that blood. The reason it defeats him is that 
the blood of Christ answers the law, and renders Satan's position as prosecutor null 
and void. As verse 10 says, Satan accuses the brethren night and day. But he can 
no longer do that in any official capacity as prosecutor. Our testimony must be 
based on the blood of Christ. When it is, it is unshakable. If Satan cannot shake it, 
then no one on earth can either. That should greatly encourage us when we seek to 
share the gospel with the lost. We have an iron-clad testimony, if it is based on 
what Christ's blood has done for us.  

Thirdly, how do we see our suffering? It is tied to Christ's suffering. As one 
commentator puts it, “the suffering of Christians is a sign, not of Satan's victory, 
but of the saints' victory over Satan because of their belief in the triumph of the 
cross, with which their suffering identifies them.” Satan may try to do battle over 
our bodies, but only after he has lost the battle for our souls. Things may look dark 
on earth, but the spiritual warfare looks very different. Satan is being routed. Yes, 
he is wounded, and is therefore furious, but he is still in his death throws, and his 
time is short. This present darkness will be pierced by the blood of Christ. Rejoice 
in that victory, no matter what happens to us physically.        


