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KJV – Romans 8:28-30 

“Predestination – God’s Election” 

Introduction:  

     This lesson deals with the first point of a five part lesson in a lesson series learning about the 
Salvation of God’s Elect: 

1. Our Selection. 
2. Our Sacrifice. 
3. Our Saving. 
4. Our Sealing. 
5. Our Salvation. 

     The word “predestinate” or “predestination” are scary words to some. For the Child of God that 
rightly divides the Word of Truth they are humbling words, comforting words and words of blessed 
assurance in Him, by Him and for Him. 

     Our main key text that we will begin with this evening for this lesson is from the Apostle Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans.  

Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

     Just what does this word “predestinate” mean? 4309 in the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance; of 
the Greek Dictionary Index to the New Testament it is defined as: determined before; ordained. That 
word “ordained” carries with it; selecting or determining, choosing, calling, naming, approving and 
loving.  

     Wow, He selected us, He chose us in Him. He called us to Him, He named us and approved of us; 
because in that He foreknew us and loved us from the beginning. But questions have been raised for 
hundreds of years dealing with how God does this act of predestination through foreknowledge. 
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     In understanding this we must understand the differences between an attribute of God and an 
act or action of God. God has His own distinct attributes; which is simply defined as: as an inherent 
characteristic; an object closely associated with or belonging to a specific person, thing, or office. 

     Some our God’s attributes are; His Sovereignty, God is Holy and Just. God is love and God is 
Righteous. God is omnipotent, which is all powerful, having virtually unlimited rule, authority, 
power and influence. God is omnipresent, which is present in all places at all times. Our God is also 
omniscient, which is having infinite awareness, understanding and insight; possessed of universal 
or complete knowledge, all knowing. 

     Then there are the Sovereign acts of God or the actions of God which are different from His 
attributes. His attributes define and describe who God is but His acts are what He does because of 
who He is. Some of His acts are grace and mercy because of His attribute of Love; being fair in 
judgment because of His attributes of being Just and Righteous. Abhorring sin because of His 
attribute of being Holy and then there is the act of foreknowledge because of His attribute of 
omniscient, all knowing with infinite knowledge. 

     So we see God’s foreknowledge is an act of God and not an attribute of God. God’s attributes 
make Him who He is but the actions or acts of God, He does because of who He is. So we must 
understand these differences before we even try to understand God’s foreknowledge. But what is 
the foreknowledge of Almighty God? How did He predestinate according to His foreknowledge?   

     Many people that adopt the predestination view of foreknowledge hold to what is called the 
prescient view or pre-science, prior knowledge view. This doctrine view which is the most popular 
view of predestination among evangelical Christians that:  

     “God predestinated according to foreknowledge or the prescient view in the sense the He in eternity 
past look down through the corners of time and knew how we would live and what we would choose. 
Because of Him looking forward into time from the beginning He knew in advance whether we would 
receive Christ or reject Christ. God in His foreknowledge knew all of our choices before we ever made 
them. So God’s choice of election and His predestinating the saints was made on the basis of the 
prescient view that He knew who would choose Him. So therefore He chooses us because He knows in 
advance that we will choose Him. Predestinating the elect because they are those who God knows will 
choose Christ freely. Not according to Sovereignty but according to the prescient view of 
foreknowledge and predestination.” 

     There are some serious issues with the prescient view; and we will attempt to expound upon a 
few of the major issues that goes against God’s Sovereignty.  

1. Prescient view violates man’s Depraved State: 
2. Prescient view violates Divine Sovereignty: 
3. Prescient view violates the Doctrine of Salvation: 
4. Prescient view violates the Decree of Selection: 

     Before we go into our four points, I want us to take a closer look at this word “foreknow” in 
Romans 8:29. Foreknow, foreknew and foreknowledge all come from the root word in the Greek 
“prognosis” as the noun, with the action, the act, the verb being the Greek word “proginosko.”  
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     Proginosko, the act of foreknowledge means: to know beforehand; to choose beforehand; 
foreordained. But to really understand this word and realize what it really means we have to see 
where this word derives its origin from.  

     The words; Foreknow, foreknew and foreknowledge all have the meaning of coming from the 
three Greek words meaning to name, meaning to know in the sense of love as Adam knew his wife 
Eve; and finally from the word meaning before that (of time).  

     So putting all these together in the way it is used describing God’s Sovereign Election is this: God 
predestinated because He ordained and loved us; He named us in Him, before the beginning of time. 
Now that is foreknowledge. Not looking down the corners of time in eternity past to see what might 
happen. Because God does not react to anything, and nothing happens unless God so wills it, either 
by His active or passive intervention God is Sovereign. 

     Now that we understand what foreknowledge is in the sense it is used in the Scriptures and not 
the way we think it’s used let’s dig a little deeper into our four points of the problems with the 
prescient view of predestination. 

1. Prescient view violates man’s Depraved State: 

     This prescient view of doctrine goes against man’s depraved state. It totally violates the teaching 
and the doctrine of the nature of fallen man that is in a depraved state of sin. Total Depravity is the 
teaching that mankind is completely touched by sin in all that he is, a sinner by nature, by birth and 
by choice.  

     Sin has affected all parts of man. The heart, emotions, will, mind, and body is all affected by sin. 
We are completely sinful. We are not as sinful as we could be, but we are completely affected by sin 
in everything and every part of what he is.  

     Total Depravity is a Biblical doctrine that teaches the fallen man, the unregenerate, unsaved 
person, the unbeliever will not be able of his own freewill to chose God and believe in Christ.     

Romans 3:9-12 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

Jeremiah 17:9 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 
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Mark 7:21-23 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

Romans 3:9-12 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

     Total Depravity teaches that the fallen man, the unregenerate saved person, the unbeliever will 
not be able of his own freewill to chose God and believe in Christ. The Prescient view violates man’s 
Depraved State, because how can God look forward into the future to see who will ever be saved if 
man does not have the ability to choose God unless God intervenes?  

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

1. Prescient view violates man’s Depraved State: 
2. Prescient view violates Divine Sovereignty: 

     Is God Sovereign? If you ask that question to an Arminian, they would say; Yes of course God is 
Sovereign, He is complete control. Yet somehow they feel that their own freewill overrides God’s 
Sovereignty.  

     The question is friends is God in control or not? Is He a Sovereign God as the Scriptures teach?  

     If God in eternity past must look forward into the future to see who will accept Him then He loses 
the Sovereign attribute of being omniscient, all knowing.  

     Which simply means at that present time in eternity past when God had to look forward to see 
your future decision for His basis for predestination He was not all knowing. Therefore He is not 
omniscient and therefore He is not Sovereign and cannot be God.  
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     Prescient doctrine of predestination violates God’s Divine Sovereignty. Because God is in 
complete control, nothing surprises Him, He does not have to look forward to see what will happen 
and He does not react to anything. 

     The second way the prescient view violates God’s Divine Sovereignty is that God cannot learn 
from man. I mean honestly folks, has man ever taught God anything? There is no possible way God 
cannot learn from us; and if a Sovereign God has to look forward into the future to learn of our 
decision He is learning which violates His Sovereignty! Does it not?  

     The third way the prescient view violates God’s Divine Sovereignty is that simply put God is in 
control.  He is the author of our Salvation just as Jonah the prophet declared from the belly of the 
whale. 

Jonah 2:9 

9 I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD. 

     The prescient view teaches that God looks forward into the future and learns man’s decision of 
salvation and then bases the predestinating selection off of that decision that He has foresaw. 
Which places man in control of his salvation, this takes the control of God’s saving grace out of the 
hands of God and puts it into the hands of man’s future decision. If this is true then God’s control 
has now been controlled by man future choice; God loses His Sovereignty because the prescient 
view teaches man is in control of his own predestination and salvation based off of the choice that 
God saw in eternity past. 

     This places everyone that God saves responsible for God selecting them based off of their future 
works and merits. What are we thinking here friends, we have taken our weakest fabric of our 
being our so called “freewill” and turned it into our own idol. May God have mercy on us. He is in 
control, He is Sovereign and Salvation is of the LORD. 

1. Prescient view violates man’s Depraved State: 
2. Prescient view violates Divine Sovereignty: 
3. Prescient view violates the Doctrine of Salvation: 

     The prescient view totally goes against the gracious doctrine of Salvation. The natural man 
cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolish to him. He cannot understand 
them neither does he know them, and why is that? Because they are Spiritually discerned, and man 
must be born again of God before he can even repent or believe the gospel. 

Ephesians 2:1-5 

1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
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4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

     It is God, the Holy Spirit that does this quickening work, it is then and only then can the natural 
man receive the things of the Spirit of God.  

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

     The quickening of the Spirit, the new birth, regeneration comes not by the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but by the will of God. Which because God is Sovereign and in control of every 
aspect of our Salvation. That’s why it’s a gift by His Sovereign Grace. 

Romans 9:14-16 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

     There are many out there that hold to the prescient view and they would say: “If God chooses 
some people for salvation and passes over others would that not make God unfair?” It is here that the 
Apostle Paul even anticipates this question of the readers; with asking the question for them in this 
rhetorical form: What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

     God told Moses in Exodus and Paul repeats this in his next verse; I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. Why because salvation is 
not of future works or merits; it is not of the will of flesh or of the will of man. For it is God that 
sheweth mercy and Salvation is of the LORD. 

     Next we have Paul’s decree that the potter, our God is Sovereign. 

Romans 9:21-23 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour? 

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 
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23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory, 

     The Prescient view violates the Doctrine of Salvation because freewill will never override God’s 
Sovereignty.  God must do the work by His Sovereign Will so that the purpose of God according to 
election might stand. But before we move to our fourth and final point I want to show you one more 
way that the prescient view violates the doctrine of Salvation and goes against His Sovereignty. 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

     No man can come, that doesn’t mean he doesn’t have the permission to come to Christ; but it 
means that he doesn’t have the ability to come to Christ. Why because he was given to Christ from 
the beginning. 

John 6:44 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day. 

     Not only does a man have to be given by the Father, but He must also be drawn by the Father. It 
is here in two verses that we see election and the effectual calling of God at work for His Elect.  

John 6:37 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

     Those that God hath given to the Son, (election); those that hath been quickened (regeneration); 
when they were yet dead in their trespasses and sin and made alive; (born again) by the will of God; 
one in Christ Jesus. Jesus said all that the Father hath given me, will come unto me and I will in 
nowise cast them out. That’s God’s Grace right there, that’s Gods’ Grace upon the Elect, that’s a 
work’s salvation right there that will work why because it’s God doing the work. God has ordained 
it from the beginning. The prescient view violates the Sovereign work of the grace of God, it violates 
the basic doctrine of Salvation 

1. Prescient view violates man’s Depraved State: 
2. Prescient view violates Divine Sovereignty: 
3. Prescient view violates the Doctrine of Salvation: 
4. Prescient view violates the Decree of Selection: 

     God saves by His grace, just as He selects by His grace. Not of any possible future merit, works or 
worth. But I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will 
have compassion.  What did the Apostle Paul tell the Church at Ephesus about Salvation in chapter 
two? Oh you here this quoted so many times by various groups that hold to preservation of the 
saints but not to unconditional election. They have no issues with verse eight and nine but they 
always want to leave off verse ten. 
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Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     Salvation is of the LORD, it is a gift by the will of God through His grace; not of works or merit or 
worth but by grace are ye saved. It is here that we have (the elect) the riches of God’s grace here; 
Salvation by grace through faith. “That not of yourselves” shows us even that our faith is part of the 
gift of God’s grace which saves and cannot be exercised by one’s own power.  

     Why is it that God gives us this saving grace as a free gift and not something we worked for or 
earned? Because we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. Which God hath before ordained; Remember what I 
stated in the beginning of this lesson when I asked you the question; just what does this word 
“predestinate” mean? Word 4309 in the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance; of the Greek Dictionary 
Index to the New Testament it is defined as: determined before; ordained. That word “ordained” 
carries with it; selecting or determining, choosing, calling, naming, approving and loving.  

     God hath before ordained these good works that we should walk in them, why because this to 
was part of His Sovereign selection so that the purpose of God according to election might stand. 
Now let us very briefly go over some other keys verses that deal with God’s selection of His elect. So 
you can see clearly through the Scriptures that this Prescient view violates the Decree of Selection. 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

God has ordained His elect in Him to believe. 

Acts 13:48 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed. 

Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
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Ephesians 1:4 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

II Thessalonians 2:13 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

II Timothy 1:9 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

II Timothy 2:24-25 

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

I Peter 1:3 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

     God’s election and our selection in Him shall stand, forever; for He is the LORD and He changes 
not.  Is it so hard to accept a God who is in complete control? Is it so hard to swallow ones pride 
because they are holding on to a small imaginary thread as their life line in their own self 
proclaimed freewill?  

     Friends God’s Election of His own is by His Sovereign decree: 

- It is God who makes us born again, and not of our own will; John 1:13 
- It is God who grants that we come to Jesus; John 6:65 
- It is God who ordains men to believe; Acts 13:48 
- It is God who predestines us to be conformed to the image of His Son; Romans 8:29 
- It is God who saves us not by our will, but by His will; Romans 9:16 
- It is God who chooses us to be holy and blameless; Ephesians 1:4 
- It is God who chooses us for salvation; II Thessalonians 2:13 
- It is God who saves according to His own purpose; II Timothy 1:9 
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- It is God who gives us repentance; II Timothy 2:24-25 
- It is God who causes us to be begotten; I Peter 1:3 

     I’m glad it’s the gift of God; I’m glad being born again was not of my own will but the will of God. I 
am glad that Salvation is of the LORD, all of it. Election, quickening, faith, repentance, justification, 
sanctification and one day yes; glorification.  

Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

     But you ask, why does God do this election in Him from the foundation of the world? Will that’s 
easier to understand then the process itself and this is the reason why: 

Ephesians 1:9 

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 

     Now look at verse eleven: 

Ephesians 1:11 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

     Remember this friends; that God is Sovereign in complete control and regardless of your 
theology this is all according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will and God’s purpose according to election shall stand. 

Proverbs 19:21 

21 There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. 


