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GRIEVED BY VARIOUS TRIALS 

I Peter 1: 6-7 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

God has been speaking to me much about trials, and all of us seem to have our 

share of them. Bernie Herms, Hillary Scott and Emily Lynn Weisband wrote a 

song many of you know called, “Thy Will.” It’s a great introduction into I Peter 1: 

6-7. “I’m so confused, I know I heard You loud and clear, So, I followed through. 

Somehow I ended up here; I don’t want to think I may never understand, that my 

broken heart is a part of Your plan. When I try to pray, All I’ve got is hurt and 

these four words--Thy will be done; Thy will be done; Thy will be done. I know 

You’re good, But I don’t feel good right now, and I know You think of things I 

could never think about. It’s hard to count it all joy, distracted by the noise; just 

trying to make sense of all Your promises. Sometimes I got to stop; Remember that 

You’re God and I am not. So Thy will be done; Thy will be done; Thy will be 

done. Like a child on my knees all that comes to me is Thy will be done; Thy will 

be done; Thy will. I know you see me. I know you hear me, Lord. Your plans are 

for me; goodness you have in store. I know you hear me. I know you see me, Lord. 

Your plans are for me. Good news you have in store. So, thy will be done; Thy will 

be done; Thy will be done. Like a child on my knees all that comes to me is Thy 

will be done; Thy will be done; Thy will be done. I know you see me. I know you 

hear me, Lord.” Perhaps, like me, you too have been grieved by various trials. 

 

Knowing Jesus is a walk and a talk with Him in a life of grieving, heavy, and often 

painful joys. James put it this way in James 1: 2-4, “Count it all joy, my brothers, 

when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” Pastor Jimmy Draper in his excellent 

book, “Don’t Quit Before You Finish,” says this about trials and the mystery of 

God’s ways. He writes, “You don’t have to know the will of God; you do have to 

be committed to doing it. Many of us want to know the will of God so we can 

consider it. God wants us to know His will so we can do it. Commit yourself right 

now to do whatever God desires and designs for you to do and He will make His 

will clear to you. The key in dealing with God’s will is to commit to doing it 

before you know it.” Those are powerful true words. Then Pastor Jimmy very 

transparently wrote the story of him being engaged to Carol Ann during their 

junior year at Baylor University. One day as they talked, they realized they were so 

enamored and in love with each other, they were beginning to worry about what 

would happen to them if they didn’t have each other—if they should break up or if 

one of them should die. Realizing they both were feeling too clingy to each other 

and not having faith for the future, they both felt God’s rebuke in their spirit. They 

did something unique after sensing God’s rebuke. They both got on their knees and 
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made a covenant together with God and with each other, promising individual 

obedience to His calling and callings for the rest of their lives individually and as a 

couple. The prayer they settled on was, “Dear God, if something happens to Jimmy 

or Carol Ann, we’ll each keep serving You and loving You for all of our life. Our 

answer is ‘yes’ to whatever You want us to do. Reveal Your will to us and we will 

obey it immediately. We will not argue with you, debate Your direction, or attempt 

to negotiate with You. We will fully submit to You whatever it may involve. For 

now, and the rest of our lives, our answer is ‘yes’.” Beloved, how many of us 

would willingly sign on to such a covenant with God? 

 

 In your distresses and trials, listen closely to the Lord Wordsworth wrote that “his 

greatest inspirations had a way of coming to him in the night, and that he had to 

teach himself to write in the dark so that he might not lose those inspirations.” We 

too, had better learn this trusting art of writing in the dark. The pain we feel is 

often most intense in our night seasons. It would be tragic to bear the pain we 

endure in our night seasons, and then lose what God has revealed to us that He has 

sent to teach us in the night. Adrian Rogers had a unique perspective on those of us 

whom God has called to be leaders in the faith. He wrote, “Be warned! From 

Satan’s viewpoint, you are a pawn in his game of cosmic chess. Plans have already 

been made in Satan’s underworld to sabotage you, your loved ones and your 

family…If victory over Satan means resisting the temptation to get even or not 

engaging in heated arguments with your most vocal opponents, or not reacting 

impulsively when you are confronted, then be willing to fight those battles with 

kindness and restraint.” R. G. Hampe painted a marvelous painting that hangs in 

my office, one that inspires me. It is Daniel in the den of lions. Any of you who 

want to see the picture are welcome to come in and view it. You may see many 

things in the picture, but one thing stands out. “The lions are all looking at Daniel, 

but Daniel is not looking at the lions. He is looking up to heaven, to the Lord.  

 

As we attempt to learn the lesson Peter has for us today, we need to remember who 

it is in our text that was filled with the Holy Spirit and inspired to teach us. It was a 

man’s man, a man who once even tried rebuking Jesus, because he thought he 

knew better. Jesus had to say to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan.” Why? The reason 

was that Peter tried to forbid Jesus from going to the cross. Slowly but surely, Peter 

finally learned what a servant leader is—a servant leader gives absolute obedience 

to the Father’s will. God must be our leader. When we choose to serve, we are still 

in charge. We decide whom we will serve and when we will serve. But when we 

choose to be God’s servant, we give up the right to be in charge. There is a great 

freedom in this. When we choose to be a servant to the Lord, we surrender the 

right to decide who and when and how and where we will serve Him. We become 

available servants and vulnerable servants as well. Peter wants to teach us that God 
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allows no distresses in our lives, nor does He call us to any trials or pain without a 

specific intended design He approves. God the Holy Spirit is directing me to ask us 

all to take a closer look at the distresses we are facing today. God has a specific 

design and a specific desire for every distress and trial each of us are facing. What 

is this joy God is calling us to in I Peter 1: 6, “In this you rejoice, though now for a 

little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials?” Was Peter only 

referring back to telling us about the joy of being born again—in verses 3-5? 

Certainly Peter is referring back to our salvation and of God guarding us by His 

power for His salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. But isn’t part of the 

Christian life we are to rejoice in, this life that brings us many and various trials? 

 

The foreknowledge of God seen in I Peter 1: 2 lets us know afresh, nothing that 

happens to us takes God by surprise. If God’s design in our specific trials and 

distresses is to be our joy, then let’s discover the different aspects and elements of 

God’s design. Our text reveals 5 elements/aspects of God’s design in our distresses 

He foreknows, directs and allows. What are they? Why should we rejoice?  

 

WE REJOICE IN OUR DISTRESSES, WHICH BY GOD’S DESIGN, ARE 

VARIOUS TRIALS OF ALL TYPES. (I.) Notice v. 6—“In this you rejoice, 

though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials.” Trials come in all shapes and sizes and colors. God may direct, allow or  

foreknow a trial is coming, but all trials must pass by His throne. God paints on the 

canvas of our lives with oil paints, water base, dark colors, bright colors, floods 

and fires. As we fellowship together, we all have various trials—they don’t match. 

Each trial is allowed, planned, designed, arranged, a form of discipline, or 

foreknown by God, and God has a plan to use it in some way for our growth and 

maturity. If I had to face your trials, it might break or destroy me. If you had to 

face mine, it might be too much for you. Yet God knows how far to stretch us. He 

allow us to be bent, broken, bereaved, or even bridled for our best. God uses the 

picture here of refining gold, which we will look at in a moment. Yet this Greek 

word, various, is poikilos. Poikilos means motley in character and color, stained 

with every hue, combinations of discordant elements, many-colored, diversified 

with spots, blotches, and mottled patterns, variegated, diverse, and manifold. 

 

Our distresses, trials and troubles are for sure—many colored. Strangely, this word 

various, poikilos is only used twice in the Bible and Peter uses this word not only 

for trials but for God’s grace in I Peter 4: 10 where he writes, “As each has 

received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of the God’s poikilos, 

His manifold or varied grace. Though our troubles are many-colored, so is the 

grace of God. There is no color in our human situation—no trial, trouble or 

distress, which the grace of God cannot match. Whatever life has dished out to us, 
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God has provided His even more multicolored grace to enable us to meet the trial 

and to overcome it. There is grace to match every trial; no trial without God’s 

grace. Ballington Booth wrote a hymn I love called, “The Cross Is Not Greater” 

The first 2 verses read—“The cross that He gave may be heavy, But it ne’er 

outweighs His grace; The storm that I feared may surround me, But it ne’er 

excludes His face. The thorns in my path are not sharper, Than composed His 

crown for me; The cup that I drink not more bitter Than He drank in Gethsemane. 

“ I so love the chorus—“The cross is not greater than His grace. The storm cannot 

hide His blessed face; I am satisfied to know that with Jesus here below, I can 

conquer every foe.”  

 

Varied, motley trials makes me think of olive trees and their harvest. The results of 

how olive oil is produced from olives is so poikilos—so varied, but all the 

variations have a purpose. Olive trees, for centuries, have been beaten. Sticks are 

used to beat the trees and branches to knock the olives off. Then the olives are 

crushed in stone or wooden mortars or beam presses. The olives are ground to tiny 

bits, which produces a paste that is mixed with water, then processed by 

centrifugation, moving the paste from the center to the outside. This separates the 

oil from the other remaining olives substance called pomace. So you ask—what are 

the various, poikilos results? There are 12 standard labels in the store. (1) Cold 

pressed extra virgin olive oil—this is the very best grade of olive oil, obtained 

without heating the pressed mass of crushed olives. Heating slightly lowers the 

quality, but it also frees up more olive oil, and changes its chemistry. (2) extra 

virgin olive oil—comes from the first pressing of the olives and it has 0.8 % 

acidity, it has a superior taste. (3) virgin olive oil—can have up to 2 % acidity and 

is not just from the first pressing. (4) olive oil—a blend of virgin olive oil and heat 

refined virgin olive oil with a weaker flavor. (5) imported from Italy olive oil—Not 

really—but it means it is bottled in Italy through grown in Spain, Italy, Greece, 

Turkey or Tunisia. Spain produces half of all olive oil. (6) 100% pure olive oil—

the lowest quality produced for some retail stores. (7) made from refined olive 

oils—the essence is captured, but the taste and acidity is chemically produced. (8) 

light olive oil—suggests a lower fat content, but really it is a lighter color—all 

olive oil has 120 calories per tablespoon. (9) from hand-picked olives—manually 

picked up olives, not picked from the tree, but manually picked up off the beaten 

olive trees. (10) first cold pressed oil—another label for olive oil not heated, so its 

chemistry is not changed. (11) olive-pomace oil—a blend of refined pomace, olive 

substance mixed with olive oil. It is fit to use for cooking, but it is not real olive oil 

alone, but a mixture. (12) lampante oil—is olive oil not fit to be consumed with 

food. It is used for oil burning in lamps. Not one drop of suffering, being cold-

pressed, pressed with heat, centrifugated, mixed—nothing is in vain—no trial is 

beyond God using in our lives. Secondly,     
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WE REJOICE IN OUR DISTRESSES, WHICH BY GOD’S DESIGN, ARE 

SHORT-LIVED, BRIEF, AND NECESSARY TRIALS. (II.) Notice v. 6—“In 

this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary…” This Greek word for 

season or for a little while is oligos. It means brief, puny in length, a short season. 

It means a number that is few, little, small, or slight. Peter adds in I Peter 5: 10 – 

“And after you have suffered oligon a little while, the God of all grace, who has 

called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself, restore, confirm, strengthen, 

and settle or establish you. Even if the suffering we are experiencing is a discipline 

God has designed for us, Hebrews 12: 11 is clear, “For the moment, all discipline 

seems painful rather than pleasant, but later, it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” This matter of a little while is 

too often, a misperception, and perception is often the cruelest form of reality. 

Whatever is said or believed to be true doesn’t have to be true to be hurtful. Facts 

often become irrelevant when our perception trumps proof. On Friday, I got a 

sweet letter from Greg Rumler who came to Christ before going to federal prison. 

My how he is growing in Jesus. His Bible was stolen so I sent him another one. He 

wrote, “ I finished reading my Bible a couple weeks ago. It took me since January 

to get it done. It’s the second time I have read through the Bible completely. I got a 

lot more out of it this time. I’m doing okay, trying to stay next to God. It is really 

hard in a place like this. I got my time down to a decade and some change left. 

Well, I love you, and God bless. Greg Rumler, Rummy. To be in prison for so long 

must be incredibly difficult, but Rummy is through the trial, getting ever closer to 

God. Praise the Lord! It’s just for a little while. Thirdly,  

 

WE REJOICE IN OUR DISTRESSES, WHICH BY GOD’S DESIGN, ARE 

PAINFUL AND GRIEVOUS. (III.) Notice v. 6—“you have been grieved by 

various trials.” In the pain, we can rejoice because we are doing God’s will, not our 

own thing. Do you remember the incredible test God gave Abraham with Isaac? 

After passing the test, God said to Abraham in Genesis 22: 12, “Now I know that 

you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 

The Greek word for trials here is peirasmos. Peirasmos means putting to proof, by 

an experiment for good. It can mean various forms of discipline, adversity, or 

temptations God allows us to face and wants to help us to overcome. When the 

apostle Paul speaks of suffering—dying, but behold we live, punished, yet not 

killed, sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, and having nothing, yet possessing all 

things in II Corinthians 6: 1-10, he starts the passage graphically. Speaking of 

trials, he says, “Working together with Him, then, we appeal to you, not to receive 

the grace of God in vain.” God will take us through every trial, but we can only 

make it through our trials by God’s grace. Yet if we become angry with God or 

with others, we can in our grief, receive God’s grace in vain. God forbid. 4thly, 
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WE REJOICE IN OUR DISTRESSES, WHICH BY GOD’S DESIGN, ARE 

LIKE FIRE REFINING US AS GOLD IS REFINED BY FIRE. (IV.) Notice v. 

7. “So that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 

honor…” Yes, God uses trials, His proofs putting us to the test, to heat us up. 

Heating gold to its melting point, makes impurities float to the top. Then as the 

refiner removes the dross, he keeps removing the impurities until He can see His 

face in the metal. If we want to prolong the trials, we can murmur, accuse God or 

others, we can complain, and receive God’s grace in vain when the heat is on. 

When we allow dirt and impurities, proud, arrogant fool’s gold to remain, God has 

to heat us up. We are trusting in finances, our bank account, our gold bars, our 

money hidden under our mattresses, and God has to burn it off. Too often there is 

pride in our faith. It’s true if we want recognition—Burn it off, Lord. These 

impurities hinder our testimony and our experiencing God to the fullest. When God 

starts seeing His face in our silver and gold, that’s when He sees we are utterly 

dependent upon Him. What does this look like? II Cor. 1: 8-10-look. Fifthly,  

 

WE REJOICE IN OUR DISTRESSES, WHICH BY GOD’S DESIGN, ARE 

TO RESULT IN PRAISE, GLORY, AND HONOR AT THE REVELATION 

OR COMING OF JESUS CHRIST. (V.) Notice v. 7—“May be found to result 

in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Beloved, the 

rapture of the Church is near. The revelation of Jesus to the whole world at His 

second coming, His revelation is near. When Jesus comes back, His glory will be 

reflected not just dimly, but magnificently, by His grace in the mirror of our tested 

faith. The Trusted One, The Hoped for One, The Rejoiced in One, will soon come 

and receive us unto Himself. God’s glory will shine that day in our faith, hope, 

love and joy. The more God has refined you and me, as gold in the fire, the more 

clearly God’s character and beauty and worth will be reflected in us. So, by God’s 

design, our very distresses now will be and will have become our joy as we share 

in that great coming day in the very praise and glory and honor of Jesus Himself. 

Beloved, my final word for you each and every one is—don’t listen to your logic 

as you face trials. You may say, as Pastor Jimmy Draper says, “Stepping away 

from ministry is the only sensible solution, for me and my family.” God is saying 

to you this morning through your shepherd, “Stop, in the midst of your chaos, 

don’t panic, your despair will pass. Stay the course. Don’t quit before you finish. 

Never take your eyes off the goal God has set for you. Don’t isolate yourself and 

become easy prey for the enemy. Serve God in the shadow of obscurity. Real 

success is not found in what we do for Jesus, but living in confidence of what He 

has done for us. This grief will pass. God will ultimately get the glory in your life 

and mine if we will stay the course and be faithful. I love you all. Amen.  


