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1 Corinthians 10:11 “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.”  
 
Romans 15:4 “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 
 
I.       The Preparation They Required (vv. 10-11) 
 

Joshua 5:11-12 “On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes 
and parched grain.  The manna ceased on the day after they had eaten some of the produce of the land, so that the sons of 
Israel no longer had manna, but they ate some of the yield of the land of Canaan during that year.” 

 
 
 
II.      The Observation They Needed  
 
 
 
III.     The Salvation That God Planned  
 

Joshua 2:9-11 “and said to them, ‘I know that the Lord has given you this land and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and 
everyone who lives in the land is panicking because of you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the waters of the Red Sea 
before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings you completely destroyed 
across the Jordan. When we heard this, we lost heart, and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is 
God in heaven above and on earth below.’” 
 
2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance.” 

 
 
 
IV.    The Illustration That We See  
 

Matthew 16:4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” 
 
Colossians 1:27b “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 
 
 
V.     The Choosing of Our Spiritual Level (vv. 12-18) 
 

1 Corinthians 3:15 (HCSB) “If anyone’s work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be like an escape 
through fire.” 
 
God has His best things for the few who dare to stand the test; 
God has His second best for those who will not take His best. 
It is not always open ill that risks the promised rest; 
The better often is the foe that keeps us from the best. 

          ─Unknown 
 

 



 
 

First Baptist Church Powell 8-21-16 AM 

Sermon 3:  Preparation for Fulfilling the Vision 

 Joshua 1:10-18 

Series:  A Vision Fulfilled 

 

By the time that we finish with the book of Joshua, I think it will be one of your favorite books in the Bible. 

My favorite US President is Theodore Roosevelt (26th President from 1901-1909). I like him because of his 

fearless leadership, his forthrightness, and his courage in every arena. Roosevelt often stated that Joshua was 

his favorite book of the Bible. He frequently referred to Joshua in his speeches. Throughout history, many 

military leaders studied Joshua’s tactics in taking the promised land. General Douglas MacArthur said that 

Joshua was one of the truly great generals in world history. Israeli General Moshe Dayan (1915-1981) studied 

Joshua’s tactics in the campaign to take the promised land of Canaan. In this message, we are going to see 

how Joshua prepared the Israelites to go into the promised land and fulfill the vision God gave him. We will 

learn some principles that apply to this church as we prepare to implement the vision that He is giving us to 

accomplish His purposes. 

 

The book of Joshua is not just a historical account of some amazing military conquests over 3000 years ago. It 

is that, but it is more. 1 Corinthians 10:11 “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were 

written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.” We also read in Romans 15:4 “For 

whatever was written in earlier times [the Old Testament] was written for our instruction, so that through 

perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”  

We saw in the last message that there are different types or pictures in Joshua. Types can easily be taken too 

far, so we want to be cautious with them. We defined a type as “a person, place or event in the Old Testament 

that foreshadows something in the New Testament.” We saw that Israel coming out of Egypt and crossing the 

Red Sea is a type or picture or illustration of salvation. The time in the wilderness is a picture of the miserable 

life of a church or individual who refuses to step out in faith to take what God has given them. But the type I 

want to focus on is the Jordan River. The crossing the Jordan into the promised land is a picture, an illustration 

of the surrendered, Christ filled, Christ empowered life.  

For a church, it is a picture of a people who step out in faith believing God to accomplish, through them, the 

vision God has given them. The first five messages in this series are to prepare our hearts for receiving the 

vision God has for us. On September 11, 2016 we plan to present the vision in the morning service. This will 

come after a lot of prayer by the church body (fifty days of prayer and fasting), seeking input from the 

congregation as to what you see God doing through this church, and many hours of sometimes painful 

meetings of the elders to see exactly where we are as a church, where we are failing to reach the potential He 

has given us, and where God wants us to go. I really believe that twenty years from now, if the Lord has not 

returned, we will see the time period that we are in as one of the most pivotal, important, and fruitful times in 

the 127-year history of this church. 

In today’s text, we see the Israelites making preparations to enter the promised land and begin to possess what 

God has given them. They had learned the lesson about the high cost of refusing to believe God when their 

parents at Kadesh-Barnea had turned back from the promised land. They had refused to trust God to deal with 

the obstacles that stood in the way of possessing the land that God had given them. Their focus was on the 

obstacles and not on their God who could speak and the obstacles and enemies would have been destroyed. 

Except for Caleb and Joshua (who tried to get the people to believe God and go in to the land of Canaan), the 

high price that was paid for the Israelites lack of faith was that all of the Israelites twenty years old and older 

would die in the wilderness while the nation did laps around Mount Sinai for almost forty years. When we 

come to the book of Joshua, we see no clamoring to turn away from the promised land, as was the case forty 

years earlier. They had learned their lesson well. There was a resolve, a determination that there would be no 

more wilderness wandering. They were at the Jordon River, and now they were willing to step out in faith and 

cross over to the land of Canaan.  



Word comes down from Joshua that in three days they were going to cross the Jordan and go into the land 

God has given them. Why wait three days? That is the focus of this message. The instruction about the three 

days has some clear parallels with this church. We are soon going to be presented with what we believe is 

God’s marching orders for our faith family. We will each face a choice of whether or not we are going to 

believe God and obey what we believe He is leading us to do. What do we need to do to get ready to cross 

over into the promised land? 

 

I.  The Preparation They Required (v 10-11) 
The pattern of Joshua’s leadership (there are a few exceptions) is that he seeks the Lord, hears from the Lord 

and then he tells the people. What a great description of the task of the elders, the leaders of the church. The 

leaders are to seek the Lord, then tell the church where they believe God is leading, and then the church obeys 

God’s direction that comes through the leaders. That sounds rather simple, but the church all too often 

complicates that simple plan.  

What are the people to prepare? It is “provisions.” The KJV translates it with the old English phrase, “Prepare 

you victuals.” In earlier days, victuals meant food. I can remember where I grew up that old English was 

changed to “vittles.” After a good meal, the comment may have been, “Those were mighty good vittles.” Here 

it refers to food and daily supplies. With the rain swollen Jordan River between the Israelites and the land of 

Canaan, one might think that Joshua would have said, “Prepare boats,” or “Prepare bridge building materials.” 

God knew that He was going to stop the Jordan from flowing so the people could walk over.  

So why the emphasis on provisions? In just a few days, there was going to be a major change. Soon after they 

crossed the Jordan, the manna would stop. Joshua 5:11-12 “On the day after the Passover, on that very day, 

they ate some of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.  The manna ceased on the day 

after they had eaten some of the produce of the land, so that the sons of Israel no longer had manna, but they 

ate some of the yield of the land of Canaan during that year.”  

In the wilderness, the Israelites lived on manna which was a miraculous food that God supernaturally supplied 

for them. The manna had all the nourishment that their bodies needed. Other than a few special occasions, 

manna was all that they had to eat. I am convinced that manna is highly overrated in songs and some sermons. 

Manna was a course wafer-like substance. It could be ground into flour and baked, but they had no spices to 

add to it. The word translated “manna” literally means “what is it?” Manna was meant to be a temporary food 

to eat while they were at Mount Sinai getting the law and constructing the Tabernacle. The manna would then 

have fed them on the eleven-day journey to the promised land, and then they would feed on the rich produce 

of the land, called, “a land flowing with milk and honey.” But because they refused to go in to Canaan from 

Kadesh-Barnea, they stayed in the wilderness for almost forty years having manna every day for every meal. 

They never had to ask, “What’s for dinner?” The manna sustained them, but it didn’t satisfy them.  Even if the 

manna was delectable to the taste buds and tasted like yeast rolls, it wasn’t the highlight of their day to eat 

more manna. I really like steak, but breakfast, lunch, and dinner seven days a week and fifty-two weeks a year 

for forty years? Even steak would be dreaded!  

I want to take a few minutes here to take a short detour from the text to bring in something important. When 

God called the Israelites out of Egypt to go into Canaan, He gave them three feasts to celebrate. However, they 

were not to celebrate them in the wilderness. These feasts had a teaching function. The children would ask the 

parents, “Why are we celebrating this feast?” The Father then would teach them how good God had been to 

them and how they had been blessed. For instance, in Canaan, they would celebrate the Passover. The children 

would ask, “Daddy, why do we celebrate the Passover?” The Father would then explain how good God was 

and how He miraculously delivered them from slavery in Egypt. But suppose that after many years in the 

wilderness they had celebrated one of these feasts, and all the children had ever known was manna, sand in 

their mouth, snakes, heat, and more manna and more sand. The Father talks about how good God is and the 

kid begins to think, “I’m not sure, but I think I might prefer Egypt to this.”  

Let me show you how this applies to a family who comes to church most Sundays, but their home life is a 

wreck. They hear about how wonderful the Christian life is and all they have seen is the wilderness. They hear 

about supernatural love, and all that they see is a Mom and Dad who fight all the time. They hear about joy 

and peace, but all they see is fighting, discontent, and arguing over finances. They don’t know what it is to 



pray together as a family, see God amazingly answer prayer, see imperfections in mom and dad, but watch as 

confession is made to God and Mom and Dad ask their forgiveness for losing their temper or for worrying. 

They don’t see God at work in their home. Sometimes (by God’s amazing grace, those children grow up to 

love the Lord with all their heart, soul and mind, but many (if not most) of the time, they decide it is all just a 

bunch of talk, and they decide that they would rather dwell in Egypt. That was a long detour!  

There was a time of preparation before they went in to the promised land. I think that the application for us is 

that we need to prepare for the vision that God is going to give us by getting our hearts ready for work and for 

the battle that will come as we step out to possess our possessions. If you have let your daily time with the 

Lord lapse, this is the time to repent and begin to spend time daily in the Word, in prayer, in examining your 

life, confessing sin, and getting ready for the spiritual battles that will certainly come as we step out in 

obedience to the vision that God gives us. Listen carefully, the strength and stamina that we have in the 

conflicts and challenges in life will be determined by the quality of nourishment you receive from the Lord in 

your private times and corporate worship times with Him. The delay in Joshua 1:10-11 was for the purpose of 

getting ready for the challenges and even the battles that would follow.  

 

II.  The Observation They Needed    
They needed some time for the human impossibility of their situation to sink in. There were over two million 

people who had to cross a rain swollen, overflowing, flooded river. There were no boats, no materials for 

building a bridge, and no way around the flooded Jordan River. The impossibility of their situation needed to 

sink in on them. They needed to realize that apart from God’s work, there was no way they could enter in to 

the promised land to possess their possessions that God had given to them.  

Over and over and over I have told you that the vision that God gives us will only be accomplished by the 

power of God at work on our behalf. When the vision is accomplished God will get all of the glory.  

 

III.  The Salvation That God Planned 
Allow me to jump ahead to Joshua chapter 2 and introduce a text that we will look at more in depth next week. 

When we get to chapter 2, we find that it was in this time of preparation that two men went into Canaan (the 

city of Jericho) as spies and a woman named Rahab came to faith in the one true God. One of the reasons that 

over two million people were paused for three days was so one woman who had responded to the revelation 

she had could be saved. Our Heavenly Father cares for the multitudes, but He also cares for the “one.” Think 

of the examples in Scripture that God cares for the one. There was only one righteous man in Sodom and the 

Lord withheld judgment until he was out of the city. One diseased woman touched the hem of Jesus’ garment 

and His journey to the cross was stopped for Him to meet her need. One poor blind beggar cried out from the 

roadside, and Jesus stopped and came to him and restored his sight. The “one” is important to Him; you are 

important to Him. 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 

toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” The Lord Jesus Christ came to 

bear the sins of all who would repent and believe on Him, but if you have come to Christ, or will come to 

Christ, He died for you – you an individual. Oh, what love. Oh how committed God is to save those whom He 

has called to himself.  

 

IV.  The Illustration That We See  
The preparation time, the three-day pause is very significant. Think with me about all of the significant events 

that involved three days. In Genesis 22, when Abraham was tested by God and commanded to sacrifice his 

own son, Isaac, the son of promise, the son through whom the deliverer would come, notice the significance of 

three days. It was on the third day of their journey that the angel of the Lord stopped Abraham from taking His 

son’s life and in a sense, Isaac was resurrected in that he was taken off the altar and a ram was substituted as 

the sacrifice.  

Then there is the example of Jonah that we looked at last week. We see in Matthew 16:4 “An evil and 

adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” Jesus was 



using the Old Testament account of Jonah being in the belly of the fish three days, and then delivered, to 

illustrate that He would be in the grave, but on the third day He would rise victorious over sin and death.  

I believe that the three days of preparation before entering the promised land should remind us of Christ’s 

resurrection power which allows and enables us to walk in victory in Canaan. His death brought us out of 

bondage in Egypt, but when He rose from the dead on the third day, He brought us into Canaan’s victory. We 

walk in victory over sin through Christ in us enabling us to walk in obedience to God. He is the living Christ 

who rose after being in the grave for three days. On the cross, the Lord Jesus gave Himself for us, but at the 

resurrection, He gave Himself to us, to live out His resurrection life through us. Colossians 1:27b “Christ in 

you, the hope of glory.” Canaan’s victory is Christ living out His resurrection life through us.  

 

V.  The Choosing of Our Spiritual Level (v 12-18) 
The background of this passage is found in Numbers 32. The people of the tribe of Ruben, Gad, and Manasseh 

came upon a good looking piece of land on the wilderness side of the Jordan River. They told Moses that they 

had just as soon settle there and not wait for Canaan. Moses agreed, but said that their fighting men had to go 

on and fight for the promised land, but their possessions and their families could settle on the wilderness side 

of the Jordan River. It is this agreement with Moses that Joshua is now reminding them of. Here is the 

application that I believe that we can gain from these verses. Using the symbolism of Egypt, the wilderness, 

and Canaan, every Christian and every church chooses the level of their depth in their walk with God. I don’t 

know the depth of your intimacy and fellowship with the Lord, but I believe that many have settled for a nice 

place in the wilderness instead of crossing over the Jordan and trusting Christ not just to give you spiritual life, 

but to be your life.  

Let’s get personal. We can choose as a church to settle down and just run our programs, live our lives, raise 

our children, marry the young and bury the dead. We can give in amounts we are comfortable with and live 

lives without getting the enemy too disturbed and having constant spiritual warfare. We could do good things, 

see a few people come to Christ every now and then, grow old and die. That’s the attitude of the people of the 

tribes of Ruben, Gad and Manasseh. Personally, I am nauseated at the thought of that. I don’t want to be a part 

of a church like that. I don’t want to stand at the Bema of Christ described in 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, and as 1 

Corinthians 3:15 (HCSB) says, “If anyone’s work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be 

like an escape through fire.” The thought of standing before my Savior and hearing Him say, “I would have 

done so much more through you, if only you had stepped out in faith and trusted Me to guide you and 

empower you.” I long to (using athletic language) “leave it all on the field.” I long for us to be a church that is 

constantly being stretched, a church with a Kingdom focus that selflessly reaches out to the hurting, the lost, 

the people that others overlook both at home and in North America, and to the uttermost part of the earth make 

disciples and when we leave this earth and stand before the Savior hear these words – “Well done, good and 

faithful servant.”  

A poet who is unknown to me wrote these words that I want to leave you with. 

God has His best things for the few who dare to stand the test; 
God has His second best for those who will not take His best. 
It is not always open ill that risks the promised rest; 
The better often is the foe that keeps us from the best. 
- Unknown 
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