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THE TEMPLE AND THE COURTYARD, REVELATION 11:1-2 

Let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation, chapter 11.  Now I had intended on 
preaching through the first 14 verses of this chapter, and instead we’re going to get through two.  
The reason why, is this a very complex chapter and it contains a ton of symbolism.  Remember 
we talked about the fact that the book of Revelation was made up of visual symbolic images, and 
we need to understand those images and what they represent.  And that requires a good deal of 
investigation and explanation.  So we’re going to be focusing on the first two verses, though I do 
want to read to you verses 1 through 14.  Revelation chapter 11, verses 1 to 14:   

“1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure 
the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the court which is without 
the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall 
they tread under foot forty and two months. 3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and 
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These 
are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.5 And if any 
man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any 
man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it 
rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to 
smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 7 And when they shall have finished their 
testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and 
shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, 
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9 And they of 
the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an 
half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the 
earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these 
two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11 And after three days and an half the 
Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon 
them which saw them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up 
hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13 And the 
same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake 
were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of 
heaven.14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.” 

Now last week we observed that chapter 10 verse 1, through chapter 11 verse 14, were an 
interlude between the sixth and the seventh trumpet judgments.  In this interlude, we are told that 
the gospel is being preached to the wicked.  But just like they do not repent when God brings His 
trumpet judgments to bear on them, neither do they repent when the gospel invitations are 
extended to them. 

The whole time between the first and the second coming of Christ, the gospel is preached to a 
rebellious world, but the world despises the message and the world persecutes the messengers.  
Only the elect embrace the gospel, but they are a small minority in every generation.  The world 



as a whole rejects both the message and the messengers of the gospel, and this compounds both 
their guilt and the wrath of God that is finally brought to bear upon them.  They don’t listen to 
the trumpet judgments, and they don’t listen to the gospel.   

Now last week we saw in chapter 10, in verses 8 through 11, that the gospel was given to John 
the apostle, who was ministering at the very onset of this age.  John represents the beginning of 
the gospel that was preached at the beginning of the time between the first and the second 
coming of Christ.  John, we saw, was given an open book to consume, which represents the Bible 
and its gospel message.  Having taken the gospel into his heart and soul, having received and 
believed the message of salvation, he finds it sweet to his taste as he experiences personally all 
the blessings of the gospel.   

But as he begins to preach that message to the peoples and the nations and the tongues and the 
kings that are mentioned in chapter 10 and verse 11, he experiences the bitter persecution that 
always follows the proclamation of the gospel.  We see that he himself is now exiled on the 
island of Patmos in Revelation chapter 1 and verse 9.  He is experiencing the bitterness in his 
belly of spiritual warfare that arises when you preach the sweetness of the gospel to a defiant and 
a rebellious world.   

John experienced both the sweetness and the suffering that believing and proclaiming the gospel 
always brings.  The gospel is sweet, as we experience the forgiveness of our sins and 
reconciliation with God and the possession of eternal life.  But the gospel is bitter, in that we 
experience great suffering at the hands of Satan and his people, who treat us with hostility and 
contempt, and who persecute us to the point of death. 

Now as we move into chapter 11, we see that the sweetness and the suffering that the gospel 
brings is not just something that John and the first century Christians experienced.  The 
sweetness and the suffering that the gospel brings as we embrace it and live it out and proclaim it 
to others is something that believers in every generation experience.  Chapter 11 tells us of the 
two witnesses, who represent believers of every generation throughout this age, and it tells of the 
treatment that they receive from those that they preach the gospel to.   

So we have John at the beginning of the gospel era, and then we have the two witnesses who take 
that same message that’s sweet in the mouth and bitter in the belly, and we find them preaching it 
clear up until the very end.  We have a sweet message to preach, but we do not get a sweet 
response in return; instead, we receive a bitter response.  We see that in Revelation chapter 11.  
The two witnesses preach the gospel, and they get persecuted and killed for doing so.   

Make no mistake, preaching the gospel is spiritual warfare, and we should not be surprised as we 
receive hostility from the enemy.  But the message of chapter 11 is clear: In the end, Christ and 
His message and His people prevail over those who oppose them.  Even though we may be killed 
for preaching the gospel, as these two witnesses were, we will not lose and we will not be 
defeated.   
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The triumphing of the wicked is short—our text says only three and a half days—compared to 
the three and a half years that they had been preaching.  The triumphing of the wicked is short, 
but their defeat is eternal.  And those who are martyred for Christ will be resurrected by Christ to 
eternal life, as we see in verse 11 and 12, while the wrath of God will fall on their persecutors, 
and they will be cast into hell.   

The point we need to understand is that much conflict is going to result from preaching the 
gospel in this age, but we must preach it, nonetheless.  We will be assaulted.  We will fight back 
with spiritual weapons, and the war will rage.  Finally, right at the last, the Church will virtually 
be extinguished from the earth, but Christ will return, resurrect His people, destroy the wicked, 
and the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
will reign forever and ever. 

And so, what should we expect in this age?  We should expect that as we preach the gospel, the 
church will be persecuted by the world, and in the end, the world will temporarily prevail over 
the church; but then the church will triumph over the world, for all eternity.  That is the message 
and the promise of Revelation chapter 11.  And let us begin to explore it together. 

Now as I said, today we’re only going to be looking at the first two verses, and then we will 
proceed in the coming weeks to explain the remainder of chapter 11.   

In the first place then this morning, let’s consider together the measurement of the temple.  The 
measurement of the temple is in verse 1: “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the 
angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship 
therein.” 

Here in verse 1, John is told to measure the temple of God, the altar, and all the people who 
worship inside that temple at that altar.  Now the question arises, What temple is this?  What 
temple is he referring to?  Well, he cannot be referring to the Jewish temple that was in 
Jerusalem.  The reason why is because the Jewish temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD 
by the Romans, and the book of Revelation was written about 25 years after that event.  
Therefore, the temple being referred to here must be some other temple. 

What temple is it, then?  This temple is the one that replaced the old Jewish temple.  It is the 
New Covenant temple, namely, the Church.  The Church is the new temple of God here on earth, 
which replaces the old Jewish temple that was destroyed in 70 AD.  Now the New Testament is 
very, very, very clear that the Church is the temple of God on earth. 

Notice with me if you will three passages that establish that the Church is the temple of God.  
Turn please first to Ephesians chapter 2.  Paul is writing to the church at Ephesus, and he says, 
regarding the church at Ephesus, in chapter 2, verse 19: “Now therefore ye are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 and are built 
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upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone; 21 in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 

So where was the habitation of God in the Old Testament, under the Old Covenant?  It was the 
temple.  The Shekinah glory of God dwelt in the holy of holies.  Where is the dwelling place of 
God, or the habitation of God through the Spirit, in the New Testament?  It is the New Testament 
Church.  And so he says, the Church collectively and universally is a temple, and each individual 
local church is a temple and a habitation of God.  So we have Christ as the chief cornerstone, the 
apostles are the foundation, we are the superstructure.   

You recall in the Davidic Covenant, God promised to David that his son would build God a 
house, and the proximate fulfillment of that was when Solomon built the Old Testament temple.  
But the ultimate fulfillment of that is when the ultimate Son of David, Jesus Christ, builds the 
New Covenant temple, the house of God, that is made up of the saved people of God. 

Notice if you will please, secondly, First Corinthians chapter 3.  Here Paul is speaking to the 
church at Corinth—once again, a local church collectively—and he says to them in First 
Corinthians 3, verses 16 and 17: “Know ye,” collectively—that’s the plural.  It’s not “thou” 
individually, it’s “ye” collectively, speaking to the whole church here.  He says “Know ye not 
that ye [collectively] are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 17 If any 
man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are.” 

So he says to the church at Corinth, collectively, that you make up a temple of God.  And if 
someone came in and defiled the Old Testament temple, what did they do with them?  They put 
them to death, right?  You didn’t mess with the Old Testament temple.  And if someone comes in 
and defiles the New Covenant temple, what happens is that they are put to death as well; that is, 
they are excommunicated out of the church.  They are destroyed from among the people of God.  
And so everything’s done spiritually now, not physically. 

What Paul is saying to the church at Corinth is that the church needs to be pure, and you can’t 
allow defiling elements into the church.  In particular, the church at Corinth had some guy who’s 
living with his father’s wife, and Paul’s saying, Cast that person out!  Don’t defile the temple of 
God with wicked things.   

Now turn please to First Peter chapter 2.  In First Peter chapter 2, Peter speaks also of this 
imagery of the church being the temple of God.  Notice what he says in First Peter 2 and verse 5:  
“Ye also, as lively [living] stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”   

Now the indisputable teaching of these three passages is that when the local church gathers, it 
gathers based on the foundation of Jesus Christ and the teaching of the apostles.  Each person is a 
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living stone, which collectively make up a house of God, within which spiritual sacrifices are 
offered to God by New Covenant priests, which all of you are.  Thus the New Testament church 
is the new temple of God.  It is a spiritual temple made up of people, rather than a physical 
temple made up of stones.  It offers spiritual sacrifices of worship and praise, rather than physical 
sacrifices of animals.  Rather than a special class of priests, all of us are priests of God.   

Turn back please to Revelation 11.  The temple, then, referred to in Revelation 11 and verse 1 is 
the church.  That is what John is measuring.  The temple referred to is Revelation 1 is the church, 
and those who worship within this temple are believers in Christ.  There is also an altar at which 
they worship.  Notice chapter 11 and verse 1, “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: 
and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God,” that’s the New Covenant 
church, “and the altar, and them that worship therein.”   

So the believers gather, they comprise the New Covenant Church, and they have an altar at 
which they worship.  Just like the Old Covenant tabernacle had an altar, we have an altar, and the 
altar at which we worship is the cross on which Jesus died, and the atonement that He provided 
upon that altar.  The sacrifice of Christ on the cross is at the very center of New Covenant temple 
worship, and the sacrifice of Christ on the cross is the altar at which we worship.   

Turn please in your Bible to Hebrews chapter 13.  Now the whole book of Hebrews is written in 
order to demonstrate the superiority of New Covenant Christianity over Old Covenant Judaism.  
And the author of the book of Hebrews makes numerous comparisons: Here’s what the Old 
Covenant Jews have, but here is what the New Covenant Christians have, which is so much 
better.  Okay?  We have a better covenant, we have a better temple, we have a better sacrifice, we 
have a better priesthood, and he goes on and on.   

Notice what he says here in Hebrews 13, beginning at verse 10: “We have an altar, whereof they 
have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.”  You recall that the priests of the Old Covenant 
tabernacle would eat of the sacrifices of the tabernacle, right?  And we have an altar, and we eat 
of the sacrifice of our altar.  Notice it says, verse 11: “For the bodies of those beasts, whose 
blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. 
12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without 
the gate. 13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.” 

What he’s saying is that they have an altar and they have a sacrifice, and we have an altar and we 
have a sacrifice.  And they don’t have a place at our altar.  They have no participation in our 
sacrifice.  All they have is a brazen altar and a dead bull.  We have the cross of Jesus and we have 
the Son of God as the sacrifice upon it, and that’s the altar at which we worship. 

And that’s why the Lord’s Supper is the central ordinance of the Church, in which we remember 
that sacrifice that was made upon that altar on that day.  And it is in the merit and worth of that 
sacrifice on that altar that we New Covenant Christians, in our New Covenant temple, with our 
New Covenant sacrifices, approach God in the confidence that He will receive us with favor.   
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Turn back please now to Revelation 11:1.  This temple of Revelation 11 and verse 1—this temple 
that John is measuring—is clearly the Church.  Now the question arises, Why is he told to 
measure it, and what does that mean?  What’s the significance of this measurement?  Well, we 
have to look once again at the Old Testament in order to discover the significance of measuring, 
and what we find is very interesting.  The reason why John is told to measure the Church was in 
order to mark it out for protection and for preservation.  It was to mark it out for protection and 
preservation.  The metaphor of measuring has nothing to do with the actual dimensions of the 
object being measured.  Things were often measured in order to identify them to be specially 
marked out, either for destruction or for preservation. 

Turn please in your Bibles with me to Second Samuel chapter 8.  Notice verse 1.  It says, “And 
after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them: and David took 
Metheg-ammah out of the hand of the Philistines.”  So David’s gone to war; he’s conquering 
people and places.  Verse 2—here’s our verse—“And he smote Moab, and measured them with a 
line, casting them down to the ground; even with two lines measured he to put to death, and with 
one full line to keep alive. And so the Moabites became David’s servants, and brought gifts.” 

Now what verse 2 is telling us is, David comes and conquers the Moabites, and he has a bunch of 
prisoners.  And he tells them, Lay down in a row on the ground.  So they all lay down in a row 
on the ground.  And then he has a fixed length of rope—let’s say, just for the sake of argument, 
that it’s ten feet long, all right?  So here the Moabites are all laying on the ground, and he takes 
this ten foot rope and he lays it down once, and then he moves it and lays it down a second time.  
So he marks out twenty feet worth of people laying on the ground.  And he says, regarding them, 
Kill them all.  And then he lays out the rope a third time, which is another ten feet, and he says, 
Those guys—save them alive.   

So he’s measuring out twenty feet worth of people to put to death, and then the next ten feet of 
people, he says to save them alive.  That’s what’s going on here in verse 2.  Those measured out 
by the first two lengths of rope were put to death.  But those measured out by the third length of 
that rope were allowed to live and were preserved.  And so by this measurement, two-thirds were 
killed and one-third were preserved, and that one-third that was preserved became servants to 
David.   

So metaphorically, to measure something was to have authority over it, and thereby determine its 
fate—either for destruction or for preservation, depending upon the context and the 
circumstance.  And so God is saying to John, Measure the Church and all that is within it, both 
its worship and its people, and I will mark it out for preservation.  I will save it from destruction.   

Now this does not mean that some of the saints will not be martyred, and this does not mean that 
the Church will not go through sufferings.  But what it does mean is that the Church, which is the 
New Covenant temple of God, will not be destroyed; it will be protected.  It is marked out by 
God for protection.   
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Now turn back please to Revelation 11.  We have the measurement of the temple.  God says, I’m 
marking that out for my protection and preservation to be upon it.   

Having then seen the measurement of the temple in verse 1, in the second place then this 
morning, let’s consider together the giving over of the court in verse 2.  Notice verse 2: “But the 
court which is without,” or outside, the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto 
the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

Now while John is told to measure the temple of God, and thereby mark it out for protection, he 
is forbidden to measure out the court that surrounds the temple.  Now in the Old Covenant, there 
was a temple and then there was a courtyard around it.  You had the court of the women, you had 
the court of the Gentiles, you had the area outside the temple.  And of course, only the priests 
were allowed to go in the temple.  And in the same way, in the New Covenant temple, only true 
priests are allowed into the church, into the membership of the church, to minister therein, okay?  
And what do we have outside the church?  The world.   

So we see here in verse 2 that the outer court is not to be measured because it will receive no 
protection from God, like the temple receives protection from God.  He measures the temple out 
for protection, but He doesn’t measure out the court, because He has no intention of protecting it.  
It is not marked out by God as being under His preserving care, or as receiving His benevolent 
protection.  This outer court is not part of the temple of God, that is, it is not part of the Church.  
It is called “the court that is without,” that is, outside the temple, outside the Church. 

So this court that is outside the temple is the whole world that exists outside the Church.  In the 
Bible, you have the Church and you have the world, don’t you?  And this court represents the 
world.  This court is the totality of the kingdom of darkness that stands outside of the kingdom of 
light.  Now it says specifically that this court is “given” to the Gentiles by God, indicating that 
God is control here, not the Gentiles.  The Gentiles only have the court by permission.  They 
only have it because God has allowed them to have it.  He has given it to them, or else they 
wouldn’t have it at all.  Notice verse 2: “for it is given unto the Gentiles.” 

Now we have to ask ourselves, Who are these Gentiles?  Well the Gentiles referred to here are 
the whole body of the unsaved.  The collective body of unsaved people in the world are called 
“Gentiles” here, and the reason why they’re called Gentiles is because the true Israel of God, the 
true Jews, are the Christians.  Christians, whatever their ethnic descent, are no longer considered 
Gentiles in the Bible.  They are spiritual Jews because they are born of Christ and because they 
are circumcised in their hearts.   

I want us to look at three passages together.  Turn please to Galatians chapter 3.  It’s talking 
about Abraham in verse 6, and it says, “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness.”  How was Abraham saved?  By faith.  Verse 7: “Know ye therefore that 
they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.”   
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Now, do you believe?  Do you have faith in Jesus Christ?  Then verse 7 says, You are a child of 
Abraham.  And if you’re a child of Abraham, what does that make you?  It makes you a Jew.  
Abraham began and defined the Jewish nation.  And if you’re a descendant of Abraham, then 
you’re a Jew.  Now how did you descend from Abraham?  Abraham had through generations, 
Christ, who was the Seed that was promised to Abraham, and then Christ had you, via the new 
birth.  You have been born of Christ, who was born of Abraham, and that makes you a spiritual 
descendant of Abraham, and that makes you a spiritual Jew.   

Notice verse 8: “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen”—that’s us 
former Gentiles—“through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall 
all nations be blessed.”  Now here’s the conclusion, verse 9: “So then they which be of faith”—
that’s the Christians—“are blessed with faithful Abraham.”  

Now in this same chapter I want you to go to verse 29.  Galatians 3: 29 says, “And if ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”  Abraham’s seed are 
Jews.  Now Abraham has two seeds, doesn’t he?  He has the physical seed, which may or may 
not be saved; and he has the spiritual seed, all of whom are saved.  “They are not all Israel which 
are Israel,” correct?  And Abraham had two sons, didn’t he.  He had Ishmael, representing all the 
unsaved, and he had Isaac, representing all the saved. 

Let’s go to Romans chapter 2.  Notice how being a Jew is now defined under the New Covenant.  
Romans 2, verses 28 and 29.  Romans 2:28 says, “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; 
neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh.”  So Jews are no longer defined by 
genetic descent, and Jews are no longer defined by physical circumcision.  Notice how Jews are 
now defined.  Verse 29: “but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” 

So now Judaism is not defined by physical, external circumcision of the body.  Judaism is now 
defined by internal circumcision of the heart, which is equivalent to regeneration.  So when 
you’re born again, when you’re made alive, when you become a new creation—all that is what is 
called circumcision of heart.  The heart of stone is taken out, and you’re given the heart of flesh. 

Now for a third passage, Philippians 3 and verse 3.  It’s interesting that Paul now calls the Jews 
“mutilators of the flesh.”  What was physical circumcision, he now calls the mutilation.  Verse 2: 
“Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.”  Now verse 3: “For we are 
the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh.”  You know, circumcision didn’t go away, it just changed from a mark on 
the outer part of the body to a transformation of the inner part of the body.  Circumcision went 
from being that in the body to that being in the soul.   

So the true Jews clearly are the Christians.  They are those who are Christ’s.  They are those who 
are circumcised in heart.  They are those who worship God in the spirit and rejoice in Christ 
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Jesus.  In a word, the true children of Abraham, the true Jews, the true seed of Abraham, now are 
the Christians who believe in Christ as their Savior, and who have had their hearts circumcised 
by the Spirit in the work of regeneration.   

So humanity is now separated into two groups.  There are the spiritual Jews, also called 
Christians, who are made up of ethnic Jews and non Jews who believe in Jesus as their Savior 
from sin and who have their hearts regenerated by the Spirit of God.  The second group humanity 
is separated into is the spiritual Gentiles, who are also called “the lost.”  Spiritual Gentiles are 
also made up of ethnic Jews and non Jews who reject Jesus as their Savior from sin. 

So ethnicity no longer matters in determining what category someone is in.  An unsaved Jew is a 
Gentile, just like an unsaved Gentile is a Gentile; and a saved Jew is a Jew, and a saved Gentile is 
a Jew, because Judaism is now defined by whether you are regenerate and a believer in Christ, 
irrespective of your ethnicity.  Spiritually, you are a Jew if you are saved; and spiritually, you are 
a Gentile if you are lost.  That’s the bottom line.  If you’re saved, you’re a Jew; if you’re lost, 
you’re a Gentile.  That’s what the New Covenant tells us.   

Please turn back to Revelation chapter 11.  Notice verse 2: “But the court which is without the 
temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they 
tread under foot forty and two months.”  Now the whole body of the lost, who are called “the 
Gentiles” here in verse 2, are going to tread the holy city under their feet for forty-two months.  
Now we have two questions, don’t we: What’s the holy city, and what are the forty-two months? 

First of all then, what is the holy city?  The answer is, the holy city, once again, is the Church.  
Just as the Church is called a temple in verse 1, in the same way, the Church is called the holy 
city in verse 2.  Now the holy city was a term that referred to the literal city of Jerusalem in the 
past, but now this term “holy city” refers to the New Jerusalem, which is the Church.  We are not 
only the temple of God, we are the city of God.   

Let’s look at some passages.  You’re in Revelation, we’ll just stay there.  Turn please to 
Revelation chapter 20.  Notice verse 7.  It says, “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan 
shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out and deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, 8 Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is 
as the sand of the sea.”  So this is speaking of the transnational coalition that is going to happen 
after Satan is loosed—the three and a half day period that is spoken of in Revelation 11, okay?  
And they’re going to come against the people of God.   

Notice verse 9: “9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed [surrounded] the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city.”  The camp of the saints and the beloved city are 
the same thing.  “And fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.”  End of 
story.  So the camp of the saints—what is a camp?  It’s a bunch of people gathered together in a 
spot, right?  We talk about tent cities, okay?  So the metaphor here is that this camp of the saints 
is the beloved city.  The saints collectively are referred to as a city that is loved. 
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Now we have even more clear indication of this in Revelation 21.  So skip down to 
Revelation 21, verses 1 and 2: “1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 
and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy 
city,”—there’s our term, okay?  Revelation 11:2: “and the holy city shall they tread under foot.”  
Here we are not called the beloved city, but here called exactly the same term—the holy city.  
Verse 2: “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”  So immediately we get the idea that this city isn’t 
a literal city.  It’s a bride.   

Now we have further illumination in Revelation 21, verses 9 and 10.  “9 And there came unto me 
one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with 
me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”  So we’re going to see the 
bride, the Lamb’s wife.  What does she look like?  Verse 10: “And he carried me away in the 
spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God.”  The city is the bride.  Clearly, the city’s not literal.   

Turn back please to Revelation 11.  The holy city is the bride of Christ, and the bride of Christ is 
the church, as Ephesians chapter 5 and Revelation chapter 19 make clear, when it talks about the 
church being Christ’s bride, and the marriage supper of the Lamb—when His bride, which is the 
church, comes and is brought to heaven.  So who’s the holy city of Revelation 11 and verse 2?  
Same thing as the temple in Revelation 11 and verse 1.  It is the collective people of God.   

Now what we see from Revelation 11 and verse 2 is that the unsaved, here called the Gentiles, 
are going to trample the church, here called the holy city, under their feet.  That’s what it says in 
verse 2.  “But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given 
unto the Gentiles: and the holy city”—that’s the believers—“shall they”—that’s the Gentiles, the 
unsaved—“tread under foot forty and two months.”   

So what we see from Revelation 11:2 is that the unsaved will trample the Church under their 
feet.  Just like the Babylonians came and trampled Old Jerusalem under their feet, so the unsaved 
will trample the New Jerusalem under their feet, too.  The unsaved will treat the Church like dirt 
under their feet.  They will treat the Church with scorn and contempt and disdain, and they will 
spit on the Church like you spit on the ground.  In the eyes of the Gentiles, that is, the unsaved, 
the Church is unworthy of any respect or any regard, and they will persecute the Church as much 
as they are able, and they will seek to stomp it out with their feet.   

So then, to trample the Church is to persecute the Church.  Now the question is, How long is this 
going to go on?  Verse 2 tells us it’s going to go on for forty-two months.  Forty-two months is 
exactly three and a half years.  According to the Jewish calendar, which has twelve months of 
thirty days each, the Jewish year is 360 days long.   
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Now notice verse 3 of Revelation 11.  “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they 
shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.”  Now what’s 
interesting is that a thousand two hundred and sixty days is also exactly forty-two months—same 
length of time.  It’s exactly three and a half years.   

Now if you go over to Revelation 12, verse 6, it says, “And the woman fled into the wilderness, 
where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days”—the same length of time.  One thousand two hundred sixty days.   

Now notice chapter 12 and verse 14: “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, 
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and 
times,” plural, “and half a time, from the face of the serpent.”  That’s three and a half—three and 
a half years.   

So forty-two months, three and a half years, twelve hundred and sixty days, are all referring to an 
identical length of time.  This time period of three and a half years, or forty-two months, or one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days, occurs repeatedly in the book of Revelation.   

Now when we studied numerology together as we introduced the book of Revelation, you’ll 
recall that seven was the number that symbolized completeness.  God completed the creation of 
the world in seven days.  We also saw that the complete scope of human history, symbolized by 
the number seven, is divided into two halves—there’s the time from the creation to Christ and 
the time from Christ to the consummation.   

So the complete period of human history, symbolized by the number seven, has a dividing point, 
and that’s the coming of Christ—two halves.  Everything that occurred from the creation to 
Christ, one half; everything that occurred from Christ to the consummation, the second half.  So 
if human history is then divided into two halves, the number three and a half would symbolize 
the first half of history, and the number three and a half would also symbolize the second half of 
history; that is, the time between the first and the second coming of Christ. 

So three and a half years, forty-two months, and twelve hundred and sixty days, are all symbolic 
numbers that represent the time period between the first and the second coming of Christ, which 
is the second half of human history.  These symbolic numbers represent the entire church age.  
So how long is forty-two months?  It’s the time between the first and second coming of Christ.  
How long is twelve hundred and sixty days?  The time between the first and second coming of 
Christ.  How long is three and a half years, a time and times and half a time?  It’s the time 
between the first and the second coming of Christ.  And this will become abundantly clear as we 
get into Revelation chapter 12.   

How long do the two witnesses witness on the face of the earth?  All the time between the first 
and the second coming of Christ.  That’s how long the gospel witness goes on—forty-two 
months, symbolically speaking.   

!  11



And so during this entire time between the first and second coming of Christ, the unsaved are 
going to trample the church under their feet.  They are given space to do so, and they are given 
time to do so by God.  He gives them their space when He gives them the court, that is, the world 
in which to function.  And He gives them time when He gives them forty-two months, that is, the 
time between the first and second coming of Christ, to do so.   

And this explains exactly what we have seen for the last two thousand years.  The unsaved have 
everything outside of the Church.  They have the whole world in which to function.  The unsaved 
have dominated the globe for the last two thousand years, and they have trampled the Church 
under their feet for the last two thousand years; and yet, the Church has been protected by God 
and the Church has been preserved by God.  And though the Church has been small, it has been 
safe from all efforts to stamp it out.   

On the other hand, the kingdoms of this world are not under the protection of God.  You recall, 
they weren’t measured.  And so the kingdoms of this world have been destroyed countless times, 
and will continue to be destroyed.  The kingdoms of men come and go.  The kingdoms of men 
rise and fall.  The kingdoms of men are transient and passing, because they are all the kingdoms 
of the unsaved.   

But the kingdom of God has continued for two thousand years without being extinguished, and it 
will continue to go on until Christ returns.  And at the very last, when they’re almost on the brink 
of extinguishing it, Christ will return and destroy them and deliver His people.   

We are told of the ultimate defeat of the Gentiles, and our ultimate triumph when the seventh 
trumpet sounds and “the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever.”  The Church will finally own the courtyard that is 
outside the church currently, and the whole earth will become ours.  The third Beatitude says, 
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”  And so someday, the temple is going to 
own the courtyard, and the Gentiles are all going to be cast into hell.  No longer will they trample 
us under their feet. Then, they will be under Christ’s feet and under the feet of His people.  And 
we shall reign forever and ever. 

So, what do we expect in this age?  The Church will be persecuted by the world, and the Church 
will be protected by God.  That’s what we expect.  God has marked out the Church for Himself, 
and He will be with it until the end of the age.  And thus, we conclude verses 1 and 2. 

Now this week we’ve looked at the identity of the Church, we’ve looked at the protection of the 
Church, and we’ve looked at the temporary permission that the world has to trample on the 
Church.  Next week, we’re going to look at the witness of the Church and see the reaction that 
the world has to that witness, as we look at these two witnesses, these two olive trees. 
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So who are we?  We’re the temple of God.  What altar do we worship at?  Christ on the cross.  
Who’s inside the temple?  Jews.  What’s outside the temple?  The world.  Who are those in it?  
The Gentiles.  What are they doing?  Trampling on the people of God.  For how long?  Between 
the first and the second coming of Christ.  So don’t be surprised if the Church is persecuted.  But 
remember, the church is also protected.   

Have you ever wondered how we lasted this long?  We’ve been measured and marked out for the 
protection of God.  It doesn’t mean we won’t be martyred and it doesn’t mean we won’t suffer, 
but it does mean the kingdom of Christ will not be destroyed.  Where is Babylon?  Where is 
Rome?  Where is Medo-Persia?  They’ve all been destroyed.  Where’s America going to be?  
Mark it down, it’ll be destroyed.  Mark it down—China, Russia, go through the list.  No 
kingdom of this world ever lasts because they’re not marked out for the protection of God.  But 
the kingdom of God is, and it will last.  And that’s our comfort and that’s our confidence and 
that’s our optimism regarding the future.  Shall we pray together. 

Our Father, we thank you so much for this wonderful book.  And Lord, thank you that you’re 
helping us to understand it and rightly apply it to our lives.  Father, I just ask that you would give 
us grace to be able to endure the trampling that the world gives to us.  We know that that 
trampling will come to an end and that one day they will be, along with Satan, crushed under the 
feet of the saints.   

Father, thank you that our Lord Jesus has determined that this is the means through which He 
shall be glorified, and Father, we are content with that.  So Father, we just pray that we might go 
forward in the confidence that while there is going to be bitterness, there is much sweetness.  
And the bitterness is temporary, but the sweetness is eternal.  Thank you, Father, that the wicked 
have an end, but the righteous never do.  Father, be pleased to encourage our hearts in these 
things.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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