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God’s Word to a 

Hesitating Church 
 

Since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, 

bringing holiness to completion in the 
fear of God. (7:1) 

 
“How to Recognize Christ’s 

Glory” 
 

August 24, 2014 
 
Sermon Text:  2 Cor 3 
 
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 8 
 
Introduction- 
 
2 Corinthians 3:1-6 
(1)  Are we beginning to commend 
ourselves again? Or do we need, as 
some do, letters of 
recommendation to you, or from 
you? 

(2)  You yourselves are our letter of 
recommendation, written on our 
hearts, to be known and read by all. 
(3)  And you show that you are a 
letter from Christ delivered by us, 
written not with ink but with the 
Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts. 
(4)  Such is the confidence that we 
have through Christ toward God. 
(5)  Not that we are sufficient in 
ourselves to claim anything as 
coming from us, but our sufficiency 
is from God, 
(6)  who has made us competent to 
be ministers of a new covenant, not 
of the letter but of the Spirit. For 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life. 
 
A light can appear to be very bright in 
the darkness. But as dawn comes and 
the sun rises and begins to blaze, that 
light (like the stars) is overwhelmed 
and becomes invisible. The sun, you 
might say, has a greater glory than the 
stars (from our earthly perspective at 
least). This morning, we are about to 
see that this is a fit illustration of the 
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glory of Moses (in the Old Covenant) 
as the glory of Christ has risen (in the 
New Covenant) – 
 
2 Corinthians 3:10 Indeed, in this 
case, what once had glory has come 
to have no glory at all, because of 
the glory that surpasses it. 
 
Let’s review and be certain we are 
clear on the flow of Paul’s argument 
here.  The Corinthians were thinking in 
earthly terms. They saw Paul’s 
suffering. They saw that his physical 
appearance was not impressive. They 
concluded that his oratory was not 
particularly great – according to the 
measure of greatness they were used 
to. As a result, they became very 
susceptible to the false teachers who 
had crept in and they were being 
alienated from Paul and from the 
gospel. 
 
Paul, as we saw last time, reminded 
them that when he preached the gospel 
to them, the Holy Spirit worked a 
rather remarkable thing in them. 
Alluding to the imagery of OT 
passages like Jeremiah 31 and Ezekiel 
36, Paul spoke of the new birth – 
 
2 Corinthians 3:2-3 
(2)  You yourselves are our letter of 
recommendation, written on our 
hearts, to be known and read by all. 
(3)  And you show that you are a 
letter from Christ delivered by us, 

written not with ink but with the 
Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts. 
 
Paul argues that he is an apostle of this 
New Covenant, this better covenant – a 
covenant to which all the glory of 
Moses and the Old Covenant pointed.  
The Old Covenant was, you might say, 
earthly and temporary. It was good. It 
had its purpose and was established by 
God. But in Christ it came to an end. 
Christ’s glory overwhelms the glory 
that reflected off the face of Moses. 
Christ, in fact, is the END (ie, the goal) 
to which all else was directing us – 
 
Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes. 
 
The false teachers of course (who were 
most probably Jewish) were exalting 
Moses to a glory never given him. 
Moses’ face shone (see Exodus 34) but 
only with a reflected glory. Christ’s 
glory is inherent in His very being and 
never fades away as did Moses’ glory. 
For example: 
 
Matthew 17:1-2 
(1)  And after six days Jesus took 
with him Peter and James, and 
John his brother, and led them up 
a high mountain by themselves. 
(2)  And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the 
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sun, and his clothes became white 
as light. 
(3)  And behold, there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. 
 
Think carefully now. Do you see what 
we have here? A mountain. Moses on 
the mountain. Christ shining in glory – 
his face shining. Yet there is no other 
glory there for His face to reflect. 
What was happening? Well, we are 
being shown that it was Christ on that 
mountain! It was the glory of Christ 
that made Moses face shine!  Because 
Christ’s glory is inherent in Him as 
God. When He came into this world, 
His glory was veiled or we could not 
have stood in His presence.  
 
And again – 
 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
(1)  Long ago, at many times and in 
many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 
(2)  but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the 
world. 
(3)  He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his 
nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 

Paul then, in his ministry of the gospel, 
is an apostle of this new and better 
covenant. He is setting out here in this 
chapter to demonstrate to the 
Corinthians, and to us, that this is 
indeed the case – that the New 
Covenant in Christ is glorious and 
outshines the glory of the Old. 
Therefore we must all be very careful 
that we do not let worldly thinking to 
draw us away from the glory of Christ 
back to the glory of some earthly, 
flesh-pleasing religion.  
 
Example: Look around you. Look at 
this room we are in. It is “nice” but is 
it glorious? Compare it to some great 
cathedral, as we mentioned last week. 
Now, if you measure “glory” in terms 
of the world, you aren’t going to see 
Christ. You will be duped. Christ’s 
glory has come, but He came in veiled 
glory – for now. He came as suffering 
servant, headed for the cross. Now He 
is seated in glory and one day His 
glory will be revealed to all creation. 
Paul is going to show us here how 
Christ’s glory is present now, far 
greater than the glory of Moses, and 
how that glory “looks” right now in its 
veiled form. 
 
NOTE: Please do not forget what 
Christ looked like when He came into 
this world. Of Him, John says –  
 
John 1:14-17 And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
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have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
(15)  (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, "This was he of 
whom I said, 'He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.'") 
(16)  And from his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. 
(17)  For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
We have seen His glory. But what did 
that glory look like? Well, it was 
veiled. He came humbled, suffering. 
And yet it was glory. We did not see 
Him “face to face” – as He is – 
 
1 John 3:2  Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be 
has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be 
like him, because we shall see him 
as he is. 
 
So this means then that if we are to see 
Christ now, if we are to recognize His 
real servants (like Paul), if we are to 
see His truth and be able to discern 
false teachers and false gospels and 
false christs, we must learn how 
Christ’s glory is manifested now.  Here 
is the first example Paul gives- 
 
The New Covenant is Glorious 
Because of its Writing Material 

 

The Old Covenant was written by God 
on those stone tablets Moses carried. A 
holy and righteous Law. And that 
really was a picture of the whole 
nature of the Old Covenant religion. It 
was external. Outside of man. It was 
physical: 
 
•   A tabernacle 
•   The stone tablets 
•   A priesthood you could see 
•   The ark 
•   Visible enemies and visible 

deliverances 
•   Moses’ shining face 

 
But Paul reminds the Corinthians that 
the New Covenant uses a vastly 
superior writing surface – not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of human 
hearts. As we saw last time, this is the 
fulfillment of God’s promise through 
prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 
that He would put His Law within 
them and write it on their hearts, so 
that each person in this New Covenant 
would truly know the Lord.  Thus they 
would love and obey Him, in contrast 
to the repeated failure of the Old 
Covenant nation. 
 
The Glory of the New Covenant is 
Not from its Ministers 
 
2 Corinthians 3:4-6 Such is the 
confidence that we have through 
Christ toward God. (5)  Not that we 
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are sufficient in ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us, but 
our sufficiency is from God, 
(6)  who has made us competent to 
be ministers of a new covenant, not 
of the letter but of the Spirit. For 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life. 
 
Paul wants to be certain that no credit 
is given him. He is an apostle of the 
New Covenant, and therefore in a 
better and superior office than Moses, 
but not for any reason to be found in 
himself. His competency for his 
calling is entirely of God and in fact, 
as he says elsewhere, he was the chief 
of sinners! 
 
The New Covenant is Glorious 
Because it is Life-Giving 
 
2 Corinthians 3:6a …not of the 
letter but of the Spirit. For the 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
 
As Paul is about to explain, the Old 
Covenant written on stone (which is 
what he means by “the letter”) kills. It 
condemns. The Old Covenant was of 
this nature: 
 
Galatians 3:10-12 
(10)  For all who rely on works of 
the law are under a curse; for it is 
written, "Cursed be everyone who 
does not abide by all things written 

in the Book of the Law, and do 
them." 
(11)  Now it is evident that no one is 
justified before God by the law, for 
"The righteous shall live by faith." 
(12)  But the law is not of faith, 
rather "The one who does them 
shall live by them." 
 
In contrast, the New Covenant is 
“energized” and internalized by the 
work of the Holy Spirit in all who 
believe. Therefore it is more glorious 
because by this new birth work of the 
Spirit, Christ gives us life! 
 
•   Justification 
•   Redemption 
•   Forgiveness 
•   Resurrection 
•   Glorification 

 
Any religion that is “of the letter” kills. 
Condemns. And that means that any 
religion or any ethical system designed 
to set a person right with God can only 
condemn. Only the New Covenant in 
Christ justifies the sinner because it is 
only through faith in Christ that the 
Spirit effects this new life.  
 
The New Covenant is Glorious 
Because its Glory Does not Fade 
 
Alright then, follow along as we read 
this next section that is rather curious 
at first glance and which no doubt has 
been the source of a number of 
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differences of opinion. I think we can 
sort it out however: 
 
2 Corinthians 3:7-13 
(7)  Now if the ministry of death, 
carved in letters on stone, came 
with such glory that the Israelites 
could not gaze at Moses' face 
because of its glory, which was 
being brought to an end, 
(8)  will not the ministry of the 
Spirit have even more glory? 
(9)  For if there was glory in the 
ministry of condemnation, the 
ministry of righteousness must far 
exceed it in glory. 
(10)  Indeed, in this case, what 
once had glory has come to have no 
glory at all, because of the glory 
that surpasses it. 
(11)  For if what was being brought 
to an end came with glory, much 
more will what is permanent have 
glory. 
(12)  Since we have such a hope, we 
are very bold, 
(13)  not like Moses, who would put 
a veil over his face so that the 
Israelites might not gaze at the 
outcome of what was being brought 
to an end. 
 
Paul is of course referring us back to 
Exodus, and Moses and Israel at Mt. 
Sinai, after the sin of the golden calf 
idolatry. Yes, what God did through 
the Old Covenant was glorious. 
Moses’ face shone as a reflection of 

the glory of God. But the problem was 
that this glory was one that the 
Israelites could not stand to gaze at. 
That is to say, the Old Covenant did 
not effect a face to face fellowship of 
God with His people. Their sin 
estranged them from God’s presence 
and all the glory of the Old Covenant 
did not change that. They still stood 
condemned. They could not look at 
even a reflection of God’s glory. 
 
Now, Paul goes on, in Christ the 
ministry of the Spirit, writing on our 
hearts, effects what the Old Covenant 
did not. Reconciliation with God. That 
means then that we can expect to see 
in the New Covenant MORE glory, a 
surpassing glory, a permanent glory as 
we are drawn progressively closer and 
closer to God.   
 
Therefore we must take care not to 
exchange our birthright for a bowl of 
mush! The fact that the Spirit of Christ 
has changed our hearts and taken up 
residence in us, raised us up to new life 
in Christ, is glorious and it is a 
precursor to the glory which is to 
come. That glory is veiled now, but we 
can see it shining if we know where to 
look.  
 
Barbara’s Comments on Moses’ Veil 
 
This last week Barbara Roberts wrote 
to me about this mention of Moses’ 
veil, and I think she did a very good 
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job explaining Paul’s argument. I 
didn’t realize it, but she said that she 
has run into people and commentaries 
that maintain Moses had selfish and 
sinful motives in using the veil. 
Namely, that he didn’t want the people 
to see that the glory on his face was 
fading and since he wanted to maintain 
a big image in their eyes, he duped 
them by hiding the fact that the glory 
faded.  There is no indication in 
Scripture that this was Moses’ purpose 
in using the veil.  Listen to Barbara’s 
explanation: 
 

[Start Quote] 
 
“I think Scripture is clear that Moses 
put the veil on because the Israelites 
were afraid— they were scared of his 
shining face (Ex. 34:30).   
 
Exodus 34:30 Aaron and all the 
people of Israel saw Moses, and 
behold, the skin of his face shone, 
and they were afraid to come near 
him. 
 
The people were so scared by Moses' 
shining face that they were afraid to 
come near him! So if Moses hadn’t put 
on the veil after talking to the leaders 
and relaying to them what God had 
said, he would have been utterly 
isolated as he went about his daily 
activities in the camp: everyone would 
have given him a wide berth because 
they were scared of his shining face! 

They were scared because it showed 
them how mighty and pure and 
powerful God is, and how sinful and 
impure and depraved they were. 
Remember when they begged not to 
hear the voice of God at Sinai? Same 
kind of thing. [Also note that they had 
just committed their atrocious sin of 
worshipping the golden calf, Exodus 
32] 
 
Then, when the New Covenant has 
come, Paul uses the veil story to point 
out that the Old Covenant, a ministry 
of Law and Condemnation and 
Death, was glorious, so glorious that it 
made Moses’ face shine — and so 
glorious that the sign of glory (the 
shining face) made the Israelites feel 
afraid. Can you imagine what some of 
them would have been thinking? ‘If 
that’s what it did to Moses when he 
spent time in God’s presence, how on 
earth could I ever stand in God’s 
presence?!’  
 
Now, the Old Covenant was not to last 
— it was going to fade and be replaced 
by the New Covenant. The Old 
Covenant was to become obsolete, was 
going to fade and be replaced by the 
New Covenant, a covenant that was 
much more glorious. And the Israelites 
could not bear to look upon the  glory 
of the Old Covenant, a glory which 
was shown by the shining face of 
Moses, and that glory, so stupendous, 
was so much less glorious than the 
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glory of the New Covenant.    The New 
Covenant is far far more glorious, but 
we don’t have to be afraid, indeed we 
can be bold, because God has made us 
competent to be ministers of the New 
Covenant not of the letter but of the 
Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life. (v. 5-6) 
 
I have observed that many 
commentators seem to interpret this 
passage from their own prideful 
mindset; the one-up-man-ship 
mentality of ‘Who is the greatest?’ — 
the same mindset which so bedeviled 
the disciples even up to the Last 
Supper. They think that Moses put the 
veil on his face because he wanted to 
hide from the Israelites the fact that his 
face gradually lost its shine after he 
hadn’t been in the tent of God for a 
while. See how that fits the prideful 
mindset of stupid pastors? They are 
constantly trying to pose as big shot 
authority figures and lording it over 
their flock with their  masks of 
Pharisaic righteousness, so they 
imagine that Moses had the same 
mindset as them, and they interpret his 
veil as a mask like their masks. When 
I’ve proposed to such men how wrong 
that interpretation is, their minds 
cannot even compute what I am 
saying. . .  But I’m only a woman, so 
what should I expect?  
 
The critical verse is verse 13. …Moses, 
who would put a veil over his face so 

that the Israelites might not gaze at the 
outcome of what was being brought to 
an end. 
 
My interpretation is that Moses put the 
veil on out of kindness, sensitivity 
and compassion for the frightened 
Israelites.  He kindly put on the veil so 
they were not scared like rabbits 
caught in the headlights. And also so 
they didn’t give him such a wide berth 
(shun him) when he was going about 
his daily actives in the camp.  
 
And I see the ‘outcome’ as the glory 
of the Old Covenant which was 
evinced/ displayed/ outpoured  by the 
shining of Moses. 
 
The Pharisaic interpretation is that 
Moses put the veil on his face to 
prevent the Israelites noticing that his 
shine was fading. The Pharisees see 
the 'outcome’ as the fading of the 
shine. And they see Moses as trying to 
prevent the Israelites from seeing that 
fading.  Their interpretation makes 
Moses seem like a narcissist and a con 
artist, a man with something to hide. I 
think they attribute motives to Moses 
through their own depraved mindset.” 
 

[End Quote] 
 
Conclusion 
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Here then is the point of Paul’s 
argument.  Listen to him once more 
now – 
 
2 Corinthians 3:6-18 
(6)  who has made us competent to 
be ministers of a new covenant, not 
of the letter but of the Spirit. For 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life. 
(7)  Now if the ministry of death, 
carved in letters on stone, came 
with such glory that the Israelites 
could not gaze at Moses' face 
because of its glory, which was 
being brought to an end, 
(8)  will not the ministry of the 
Spirit have even more glory? 
(9)  For if there was glory in the 
ministry of condemnation, the 
ministry of righteousness must far 
exceed it in glory. 
(10)  Indeed, in this case, what 
once had glory has come to have no 
glory at all, because of the glory 
that surpasses it. 
(11)  For if what was being brought 
to an end came with glory, much 
more will what is permanent have 
glory. 
(12)  Since we have such a hope, we 
are very bold, 
(13)  not like Moses, who would put 
a veil over his face so that the 
Israelites might not gaze at the 
outcome of what was being brought 
to an end. 

(14)  But their minds were 
hardened. For to this day, when 
they read the old covenant, 
that same veil remains 
unlifted, because only through 
Christ is it taken away. 
(15)  Yes, to this day whenever 
Moses is read a veil lies over their 
hearts. 
(16)  But when one turns to the 
Lord, the veil is removed. 
(17)  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. 
(18)  And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
See it?  First, Christ in the New 
Covenant gives us righteousness and 
life. A right standing with God – 
justification. That means we have life. 
Eternal life. The curse and death 
removed.  
 
That means then that we CAN see the 
glory of the Lord – unveiled! That 
shining glory which the Israelites were 
terrified by. This time the glory does 
not fade but grows as we are being 
brought into a clearer and clearer view 
of God Himself. In addition, we 
ourselves are being glorified – made fit 
for being in His presence.  
 



 10 

How are we seeing the glory of God 
more clearly? How is He revealing 
more and more of Himself to us, as 
Jesus did just for a moment at His 
transfiguration? The veil that blinded 
us to God’s glory has been removed by 
Christ.  And notice the effect of this. 
When unbelievers read God’s Word 
(Moses, as Paul says) they cannot see 
God’s glory because they do not see 
Christ’s glory. But when we read the 
Scriptures, Christ shines forth! By the 
Spirit, we “get it.”  
 
We will see this again in the next 
chapter – 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 
(3)  And even if our gospel is veiled, 
it is veiled only to those who are 
perishing. 
(4)  In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. 
 
The gospel is veiled. Christ is veiled. 
Satan blinds the minds of the lost. 
They do not see the glory of Christ 
when they read Moses (Scripture). The 
gospel is the glory of Christ, but He is 
veiled to them until the Lord takes that 
veil away and gives them eyes to see.  
 
This life is temporary. Every single 
one of us is on a pilgrimage. No one 

here is going to live in this present 
body and life forever. Our bodies are 
growing old – even the youngest of us 
– and each of us will experience 
physical death.  
 
Where are we headed? 
 
In Christ, we are headed for glory. The 
glorious, shining, presence of God in 
the New Creation. I’m on my way 
there, and if you are a Christian, then 
so are you. At the resurrection we will 
be given bodies that are immortal, fit 
for this eternal home. An eternal 
creation like Eden, but better – 
 
•   No darkness 
•   No fear 
•   No death 
•   No pain 
•   No broken relationships, not 

even a misunderstanding 
•   No separation 
•   Nothing that can cause hurt of 

any kind. 
 
This is the good news of the gospel of 
Christ. It is the good news that these 
Corinthians needed to be reminded of 
so that they would not be led astray by 
the false teachers. And it is something 
we need to be reminded of constantly 
as well.  
 
 


