
 
The Church of Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22) 

• The church in Laodicea thought more highly of itself – it thought it was ok  

• The result was they were self deceived, self righteous and very far from God 

I. The Church in Laodicea  

• Situation in a neighborhood of warm springs – lukewarm water illustration 

• It was also well know for its medicine – especially for eye conditions  

• These illustrations were perfect for Christ to address their true condition  

II. Christ’s Description of Himself and His Diagnosis (vv.14, 15)  

• Christ addresses himself to the church with the ‘Amen’ it will come to pass  

• Christ always speaks truth He does not flatter & He’s the creator of all life 

• All things are held together through Him, by His Word He upholds all things 

III) Christ’s Rebuke of Criticism of the Church (vv.16,17) 

• Two major weakness of this church: lukewarmness and self-righteousness  

• “I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” Christ desires us to repent 

• Taking our eyes of Christ, we are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, & naked 

IV) Christ’s Challenge and Warning to the Church (vv.18, 19) 

• vs. 18 “I counsel you” not I command – but I council, I encourage you  

• Refined by fire, “white garments,” and “salve to anoint your eyes.” 

• 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent 

V) Christ’s Encouragement & Promise to the Church (vs.20,21) 

• Further, our Lord says: “so be zealous & repent” 

• vs 20 “Behold, I stand at - door & knock.” This is Christ’s initiative  

• Vs 20: If anyone hears my voice & opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 

him, and he with me. 

CONCLUSION 

• The temptation to become worldly and compromise came from three areas  

1) Anti-Christian persecution: sword, wild beasts, - stake, imprisonment 

2) Temptation coming from the side of the Roman religion, emperor worship 

3) There was the  temptation of the flesh in a godless age  

4) That was true for the church then but even now she still faces these dangers 


