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Former Mayor of Dallas, “YOU HAVE WHAT YOU TOLERATE” 

These three young men tell us four things through their story about living in 
a tolerant world 

I. We must learn to live with Pressure  3:1-12 
There are Two responses--- one can- 
1. Bow Down--- v.2,3 
2He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates 

and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3So the 
satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials 

assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before 

it. 

2. Stand Up 
 As we face the pressures of the world --- we too will do one of two things. 

 We will respond with Convictions---if we are controlled by The Word 
 We will respond with Compromise—if we are controlled by the world. 
 

II. We must learn to live with Principle  3:13-18 
In the face of fear pressure we again have two choices One can respond with: 

1. Courage --which happens when we are controlled by The Word. 
17If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will 

rescue us from your hand, O king. 18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will 
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

Exodus 20:3-4 3“You shall have no other gods before  me. 4“You shall not make for yourself an idol 

in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 

2. Cowardice ---happens when we are controlled by the world. 

   

III. We must learn to live with Perspective 3:17-18 

.  Their Response 

1. Camaraderie 
“the God we serve” (niv) , “Our God” (kjv) 

2. Conviction 
“is able to save us” 
3. Commitment 

“18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods 
or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

IV. We must learn to live with Protection 3:19-30 

2 very good reasons for the fiery furnace. 
1. Our Good  
30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
2. His Glory 

28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent 

his angel and rescued his servants! … 29Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who 

say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be 
turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 

 


