
Fruit of the Spirit (8): Faithfulness         Hymns 79, 27

We come  this  week  to  faithfulness—and  I  want  to  consider  it  under  three  heads—faithfulness
defined, manifested, and applied... 

A. Faithfulness defined 
1. The Greek word rendered faithfulness is the generic word most often rendered faith—faith is a

fruit of the Spirit...
2. Now—this fact is obviously very important—for one it teaches that faith, saving and sanctifying,

comes from God...
3. Simply put—God gives faith  initially  and continually to His people—it's  not something man

creates...
4. My friends, faithfulness is a fruit of the Spirit—faithful people are faithful, because of the Holy

Spirit...
5. Thus—by faithfulness  is  meant—the  Spirit's  work of  filing  us  with  faith  to  enable  us  to  be

faithful...
6. [1] A faithful  man is a  believing man—that is—he is a man full  of faith—he believes God's

Word...
7. A faithful person knows their weakness and thus looks outside themselves to Christ for strength

and help...
8. Conversely, a person who proves unfaithful, is someone who lacks faith, or isn't connected to

Christ...
9. [2] A faithful man is a trustworthy man—that is—he is a dependable, reliable, loyal, and trustful

person....
10. Albert Barnes—"The word here may be used in the sense of fidelity,  and may denote that the

Christian will be a faithful man, a man faithful to his word and promises; a man who can be
trusted or confided in..."

11. Jerry Bridges—"The faithful person is one who is dependable, trustworthy, and loyal, who can be
depended upon in all of his relationships, and who is absolutely honest and ethical in all of his
affairs..."

12. Thus—this  Greek  word  (pistis),  is  used  in  at  least  three  different  ways  within  the  book  of
Galatians... 

13. [a] It refers to the gospel, Gal.1:23—"But they were hearing only, He who formerly persecuted us
now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy..."

14. [b] It refers to personal faith, Gal.2:16—"knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the
law but by faith in Jesus Christ..."

15. [c]  It  refers  to  faithfulness  or  trustworthiness,  Gal.5:22—"But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit
is...faithfulness..." 

16. Perhaps I  can put  these three together—through the gospel,  the Spirit  gives  faith,  which He
maintains...

B. Faithfulness needed  
1. Now—before I come to particulars, let me say in general, faithfulness shows itself in every era of

life... 
2. Albert Barnes—"True religion makes a man faithful. The Christian is faithful as a man; faithful as

a neighbor, friend, father, husband, son. He is faithful to his contracts; faithful to his promises. No
man can be a Christian who is not thus faithful, and all pretensions to being under the influences
of the Spirit when such fidelity does not exist, are deceitful and vain..."

3. Faithfulness manifests  or shows itself  in being faithful to God, His word,  and our individual
callings...



4. [1] Faithful to God—this is where we must begin—everything we have, we have as stewards of
God...

5. Lk.19:17—"And he said to him, Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very
little, have authority over ten cities..."

6. According to v11, our Savior taught this parable in order to correct the Jews false notion of His
kingdom...

7. They had thought He came to establish an earthly kingdom, that would liberate them from the
Romans...

8. They further thought, this kingdom would be established now, and not in fact, at His second
coming...

9. [a] All men have a stewardship from God, v13—"So he called ten of his servants, delivered to
them ten minas, and said to them, Do business till I come..."

10. [b] God requires all stewards to be faithful, v15—"And so it was that when he returned, having
received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to
be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading..."

11. [c] Faithfulness starts with smaller things, v17—"and he said to him, well done, good servant;
because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities..."

12. Both servants were given cities to oversee—the first one 10 cities (v17), the second one 5 cities
(v19)...

13. The point being—because of their faithfulness in smaller things, they were entrusted with larger
things...

14. Now—for our purposes, let me make an application—faithfulness starts with the smaller things of
life...

15. For example, if you are a faithful employee, a wise employer will increase your responsibility and
pay...

16. But this is my point, and reason I turned you to Luks 19—all faithfulness is ultimate rendered to
God...   

17. Christians recognize that ultimately,  everything they have comes from God, and they are but
stewards...

18. Physical possesses, spiritual gifts, relationships, jobs, education, it's all from God, and it's all for
God...

19. [2] Faithful to His word—that is, we must be faithful to its true meaning, we must handle it with
integrity... 

20. Now—while this is necessary for all Christians, it's especially necessary for ministers of the New
Covenant...

21. 1Cor.4:1-2—"Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and steward of the mysteries of
God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful..."

22.  A minister  is  a "servant  of Christ  and steward of the mysteries  of God"—that  is—the holy
gospel...

23. What an amazing passage, and a beautiful description of a minister—he is both a servant and
steward...

24. 2Tim.2:2—"And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also..."

25. The word of God was to be "committed" that is "entrusted" to "faithful men"—that they may
teach others...

26. The gospel is a treasure of eternal value, and thus Paul commands it be entrusted only to faithful
men...

27. [3]  Faithful  to  our  callings—that  is—our  callings  as  husbands,  wives,  church  members,
employees, and employers...  
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28. Husbands and wives must be faithful to their covenant vows—they swore before God and man, to
love each other to death...

29. Church members  are to be faithful  to their  local  churches—faithful  to commitments  made in
membership...

30. Employees need have a sense of faithfulness to their employers, of working and prospering the
business...

C. Faithfulness applied  
1. Here, in closing, I want to suggest five general lessons that came to mind, as I've pondered this

fruit...
2. [1] Faithfulness is despised by the world—the world thinks very little of the grace or trait of

faithfulness...
3. Faithfulness,  trustfulness,  and  commitment—are  no  longer  character  traits,  esteemed  by  this

generation...
4. There  was  a  time,  in  this  country,  when  even  non-Christians,  had  integrity,  reliability,  and

faithfulness (no more)...  
5. I trust we all agree, that faithfulness has fallen on hard-times—faithfulness has become a rarity in

our day...
6. Thirty years  ago, there was at  least  a social  and general  faithfulness,  that  characterized most

people...
7. Brethren,  I  think  most  of  us  would  agree—this  present  generation  lacks  all  resemblance  of

faithfulness... 
8. Ps.78:7-8—"That they may set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His

commandments;  and  may  not  be  like  their  fathers,  a  stubborn  and  rebellious  generation,  a
generation that did not set its heart aright, and whose spirit was not faithful to God..."

9. Prov.20:6-7—"Most men will proclaim each his own goodness, but who can find a faithful man?
The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are blessed after him..."

10. [2] Faithfulness describes all true Christians—all Christians have the Spirit and thus the fruit of
the Spirit...  

11. Eph.1:1—"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of god, to the saints who are in Ephesus,
and faithful in Christ Jesus..."

12. Some of  you  will  know, that  Catholics  often refer  to themselves  as "the faithful"—the Pope
addresses his audience as "the faithful..."

13. But—this is actually also true in protestant writers and preachers, for John Calvin often, in his
sermons, often refer to his people as "the faithful..."

14. And it has Biblical roots—"the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus"—are the
same people...

15. These are NOT two groups of people—they were saints, but then within that group there was the
faithful...

16. No—every Christian in Ephesus was a saint and was faithful—they were "the faithful in Christ
Jesus..."

17. That is—they were in union with Christ, and because of that, they had His Spirit who worked in
them the fruit of faithfulness...

18. Rev.17:14—"These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is
Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful..."

19. [3]  Faithfulness  is  the  result  of  God's  faithfulness—Christians  remain  faithful  because  God
remains faithful...

20. Throughout  the OT and NT, He's  described as a  faithful  God—faithful  to  His character  and
promises... 
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21. Ps.36:5-6—"Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the great mountains; Your judgments are a great deep; O LORD, You
preserve man and beast..."

22. Ps.89:1-2—"I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever; with my mouth will I make known
Your  faithfulness  to  all  generations.  For  I  have  said,  Mercy shall  be  built  up forever;  Your
faithfulness You shall establish in the very heavens..."

23. Lam.3:22-24—"Through the LORD'S mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions
fail not. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. the LORD is my portion, says
my soul, therefore I hope in Him..."

24. 1Cor.1:4-9—"I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to
you by Christ Jesus...eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also
confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord..."

25. 1Thess.5:23-24—"Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely; and  may your
whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
who calls you is faithful, who also will do it (2Thess.3:3; Heb.10:23)..."

26. 2Tim.2:13—"If we are faithless, he remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself"—this can either be
a sober threatening, or a wonderful encouragement... 

27. [4] Faithfulness is the result of Christ's faithfulness—that is, faithfulness to His covenant vows
made to His Father...

28. These  were  made  in  eternity  past,  in  what  we  commonly  refers  to  as  the  Covenant  of
Redemption...  

29. Thus—we could look at Christ's faithfulness from a couple directions—first as a faithful son to
His Father, secondly,  as a faithful Messiah to God, and thirdly,  as a Faithful Husband to His
Marriage vows...

30. Heb.2:17—"Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a
merciful and faithful High priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of
the people..."

31. Heb.3:1-2—"Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
High priest of our confession,  Christ Jesus, who was faithful  to Him who appointed Him, as
Moses also was faithful in all His house (Num.12:7)..."

32. [5] Faithfulness is graciously rewarded by God—He gives us His Spirit, who works this fruit in
us, and then He rewards us for it...

33. Matt.25:21—"His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a
few things. I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord (Lk.16:10-11;
Lk.19:17)..."

34. Rev.2:10—"Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is
about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life..."
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