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Titus 2:11-14 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  12  
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world;  13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  14  Who gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. 
 
Earlier in chapter 2, Paul counsels Titus to exhort “aged men” (v. 2), “aged women” (v. 3), 
“young women” (v. 4-5), “young men” (v. 6-8), and “servants” (v. 9-10). Then Paul gives a 
general exhortation to “us” (v. 12) in v. 11-14. To understand the context of the exhortations, we 
must look into chapter 1.  
 

Titus 1:16  They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being 
abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 

 
Paul tells Titus that “unruly and vain talkers and deceivers” (Titus 1:10) say they know God, but 
do nothing that indicates that they have been truly converted by God. Everything they do, even 
their “good works” deny God and are worthless before God. Chapter 2 contains Paul’s counsel to 
Titus in regards to those who do know God, who have been converted by God, and who are being 
sanctified by God unto good works for God’s glory. 
 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
 
11a …the grace of God… 

 
Galatians 1:6-7  6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Christ unto another gospel:  7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble 
you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
 
1 Timothy 1:3-4  3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, 
that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,  4  Neither give heed 
to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which 
is in faith: so do. 
 

“The grace of God” here is not saving or sanctifying grace, but is rather doctrinal grace, or in a 
more general term, gospel grace. 
 
11b …that bringeth salvation…. 
 

Ephesians 1:12-14  12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.  
13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  
14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory. 
 

The gospel of Christ (Christ’s doctrine), when trusted, heard, and believed, brings a realization 
of saving and sanctifying grace unto those whose hearts have been pricked by God, as in Acts 
2:37. Doctrine alone does not save. It only reveals salvation unto those who are being saved. 
 
11c …hath appeared to all men.  
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The gospel of Christ is to be heard by “all men”, the whole world, but not all men will receive the 
doctrine. Some men will perish even though they have heard it spoken. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but 
unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 

 
Paul is giving this exhortation to those who have received the gospel into hearts prepared by 
God and have realized their salvation through Jesus Christ by God’s grace and mercy. If we have 
heard the gospel spoken and it has seemed as “foolishness” rather than “power” we are “them 
that perish” rather than “us which are saved”. This is a harsh reality, yet is God’s choice in 
election and the choice that we submit unto, whether knowingly or unknowingly. 
 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world;   
 
12a Teaching us that… 
 
Doctrine teaches us (“which are saved”). Paul is directing his exhortation toward those who have 
been saved. He is writing to explain that the gospel is not only effectual in revealing salvation 
unto us, but it is also effectual in revealing other graces. 
 
12b …denying ungodliness and worldly lusts… 
 
This is one effect of the doctrine of salvation upon believers: denial of sin and of the world’s 
affections. Not denial in the sense of ignoring sin or worldliness, but rather denial in the sense of 
stopping those actions in our lives. 
 

Colossians 3:1-5  1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  2  Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth.  3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  4  When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.  5  Mortify therefore 
your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:   

 
The written or spoken doctrine of Christ, when received by God’s chosen people (his elect 
children), will have an inward effect upon those people, resulting in outward action. They will 
seek and love those things which are above the world. They will actively pursue the end of their 
sins and affections. 
 

Luke 9:23  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

 
Jesus says that denial of self (our sins and affections) is a daily work that those who come after 
him will do as they follow him. It is a turning away from “ungodliness and worldly lusts” unto 
the finished work of Jesus Christ as revealed in his doctrine. If the doctrine doesn’t change a 
man, then that man has not been changed by God. 
 
12c … we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
 
The mortification of sin and affections is not the end. There must be something to fill the void 
that remains as sin and affections are eliminated.  
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Matthew 12:43-45  43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through 
dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.  44  Then he saith, I will return into my house from 
whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.  45  
Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they 
enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so 
shall it be also unto this wicked generation. 

 
As we grow in grace while we remain “in this present world”, the places where sins and 
affections were in our hearts and minds are to be filled in with sobriety, righteousness, and 
godliness, which are all given to us in the doctrine of the gospel of Christ. Jesus Christ is our 
example in all of these areas of spiritual growth. 
 

1 Peter 2:21-24  21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  22  Who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth:  23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:  24  
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

 
Peter presents the reality of the Christian life in this world. We will suffer, but in suffering we 
are to follow the example given by Christ of purity, truth, peace, and righteousness. These are all 
the outcome of a life that is being sanctified by God’s grace. These are all indicators of growth in 
that grace. But is “this present world” all we have?  
 

1 Corinthians 15:19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable. 

 
Praise to God that we are not limited to “this life only”. Otherwise we would be “most 
miserable”, knowing that God had created us as new creatures in Jesus Christ only to leave us 
without hope beyond the suffering in “this present world”. The battle against sin has already 
been won. Our sins, though they continue to be a source of grief in the present, have no power 
over us in the future. 
 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ;   
 

Hebrews 12:1-4  1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  2  Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3  For 
consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and 
faint in your minds.  4  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 

 
Our example again is Jesus Christ. He lived and died “in this present world”. He suffered here 
and “endured the cross, despising the shame” knowing “that joy that was set before him”. As we 
follow after him, taking up our cross daily as he described, we must “run with patience the race 
that is set before us” living in “the blessed hope” that Jesus will do as he promised and return 
unto us again one day.  
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1 John 2:15-17  15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  17  And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever. 

 
John 17:13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they 
might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

 
This is the Christian life: doing what Jesus commanded in the present, hoping in what Jesus 
promised for the future, living joyfully in the temporal life knowing that it is but a part of eternal 
life. 
 
14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
 
14a Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity… 
 

Galatians 1:3-5  3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present 
evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:  5  To whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
14b …and purify unto himself a peculiar people… 
 

John 17:15-21  15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil.  16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world.  17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  18  As thou hast sent me 
into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  19  And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.  20  Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;  21  That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

 
Jesus’ prayer for us is that we would be in the world, but kept “from the evil” and “sanctified 
through the truth”. The gospel of Christ, the doctrine of Christ, is the truth and all who come to 
believe in it will be sanctified (redeemed and purified) by it. No one does this on their own. All 
who believe the truth, believe it because of the work of God through Jesus Christ. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:30-31  30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:  31  That, 
according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

 
14c …zealous of good works. 
 
The outward result of the inward work of God upon his elect (sanctification) is “good works”.  
 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
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1 Peter 2:9-12  9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light:  10  Which in time past were not a people, but are now 
the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.  11  Dearly 
beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul;  12  Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 
Galatians 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. 

 
The purpose of all of these things described by Paul unto Titus: grace, salvation, sanctification, 
and good works is not our own glory, but God’s praise and glory. Let us not become weary, but 
be that peculiar, faithful, joyful, and hopeful people who are strangers and pilgrims the present 
world, but kings and priests in the world to come. 
 

 


