
Romans 13:8-10 (NKJV)  
8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another 
has fulfilled the law.  
9 For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not 
murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not bear false witness," "You shall not 
covet," and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this 
saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  
10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
 
In Romans 13 Paul addresses how Christians should regard and treat civil 
government.  The passage about civil submission was in a section of text 
beginning in Chapter 12  
Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV)  
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service.  
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God. 
He went from there and told us how we should treat others.  First he told how to 
treat believers, then everyone else, and then the civil authorities.  Now he is 
summing up this section.  Verse 8 begins his summary of the section. 
The last thing we were told in verse 7 was to render up what is due to the 
government.  The word for due and the word for owe have their basis in the same 
root word.  He is saying, whatever you are owing, let them have it.  Now he 
continues with that idea of paying up in our text this morning.  First he says this: 
8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, 
Now first off, this is not a prohibition against taking out loans from a bank.  In the 
Old Testament you will find passages telling God’s people to make loans.  The law 
made sure that no one gained an advantage from a brother’s unfortunate 
situation.  They were not to take advantage of a brother’s misfortune and charge 
usury.  But I think if you study it you will find that a loan is a permissible thing.  
Matthew 5:42 (NKJV)  
42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do 
not turn away. So we can see that loans are not prohibited.  Loans are good to 
avoid if you are able.  The borrower is the slave of the lender.  But as long as you 



abide by the terms of the loan they are ok.  The topic of financial loans drawn up 
by a bank is not the context of this verse. 
So what is it saying?  Another way of saying this would be to discharge your 
obligations to everyone.   
Now let’s start at the most literal physical expression of this. 
Suppose you borrow someone’s shovel.  What have you done?  You have gotten 
their permission to take their property and apply it to your use for a time, usually 
not a specific amount of time is stated. 
Do you understand that as long as you have that person’s property you are under 
an obligation?  When you see that shovel, you should see it as a task needing 
completed.  You owe it to the lender to return that shovel.  Why?  Because it is 
that person’s property.  You borrowed it.  And what you do with that person’s 
property it is a reflection upon how you regard that person.   
Have you ever had other people’s stuff at your house for way longer than you 
really needed it.  The person asks you for it.  And you notice some irritation being 
directed to you by the person who owns that property?  Are you tempted to think 
that they are a bit too touchy?  If so, you are seeing it all wrong.  It is you who 
have failed in your obligation.  You kept their property, which conveys a 
disrespect for their person.  That person was not important enough to you to 
return to them that which you owed.  Now you may view that as a small thing, 
but it is counter to what God says about how we should treat other people.  He 
says here in our text to owe no man anything.  I like the New American Standard 
translation which says let no debt remain outstanding.  I think that captures it 
better.  Think about that right now.  What have you borrowed from someone and 
out of your own lack of concern you have never returned?  Today might be a good 
day to take it back.  How about other obligations? 
How about stuff we have promised to another person.  I worked with a man who 
was quick to tell people he is a Christian.  He was bold in his faith.  And I very 
much respected that.  But I continually got phone calls saying this brother 
promised to do this and to do that, but he has never done it.  And I knew he had 
no intentions of doing it.  Or at least he had no plan of doing it.  Our promises 
create an obligation.  We are not to live under that obligation.  These are not 
obligations that should go unmet.   
I saw a quote on facebook the other day.  It said “Just because I have not done it 
yet, you don’t need to remind me every 6 months.”  Isn’t that us too often?  We 
say we will do something.  And we probably had very good motives for agreeing 
to do that thing.  But we never get around to doing that thing.  We need to fully 



understand something at this point.  We are wronging the person that we have 
made the promise to.  We have an outstanding debt toward that person.  It is not 
a small thing.  It is a reflection of Christ.  We are teaching people that Christ may 
intend well but don’t count on Him to do what He says.  It is often the small 
things done over and over that destroy relationships.  The big events are usually 
symptoms of the small ones.  If you said you would do something and someone is 
upset with you for not doing it, don’t blame them for being upset with you.  The 
blame is yours.  It is you who have done wrong.  It is you who owed a debt that 
you did not pay.  They will have to deal with their anger or hurt or frustration.  
But you must deal with your wrong.  You created an obligation that you did not 
fulfill. 
But you might say “I can’t possibly be expected to do everything I say?”  That is 
not what scripture says.  From beginning to end our words are very important.  
We are expected to carry out our promises.  If you find that you have eroded 
people’s trust in you, you might do well to start by not making promises.  Go back 
and examine all the promises you have made that you have not fulfilled.  Make a 
plan for how you will fulfill them.  Put them on a to-do list and put deadlines on 
them.  Then only add promises that you can fulfill quickly.  Put time constraints on 
them.  And every time you make a promise, make a plan on how you will fulfill 
that promise.  Keep a calendar.  Do whatever you need to do.  But fulfill the 
obligations that you have created.  That is God’s will for your life.  If you want to 
obey Christ, be sure to do this.  Let no debt or obligation remain in the “I need to 
do this” file for too long.  Get it done. 
OK so we are to pay our obligations, whether that is repaying money we have 
borrowed, returning items we have borrowed, or fulfilling promises we have 
made. 
 
 
But this command goes beyond this. 
It also has to do with relationships. 
In all your relationships pay your obligations.  And those obligations go beyond 
what you may have borrowed or promised. 
Let’s take a look at something Paul said earlier in Romans that gives us an idea of 
what this means. 
Romans 1:13-15 (NKJV)  



13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to 
come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among 
you also, just as among the other Gentiles.  
14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise.  
15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in 
Rome also. 
So Paul is a debtor.  And he is a debtor to both the Greeks and the barbarians.  
That leads us to ask first, why does he owe them something?  And second, what 
does he owe them? 
As I often do I want to use an illustration Martyn Lloyd Jones uses.   
Suppose you had an illness whose symptoms could not be diagnosed by a local 
physician.  I think this is something that many of us can relate to. 
And you got on the internet and found out that a doctor in Miami has extensive 
experience with this disease and has found a cure.  So you get on a plane and fly 
to Miami.  He gives you the prescription and sure enough, it heals you. 
Now you come back to Oakland.  And you notice people around you who have the 
same obvious symptoms.  How do you respond?  Wouldn’t you feel that you owe 
them something?  Would you not have a debt to everyone who had the same 
disease as you when you see them?  Would you not want to tell them about your 
experience and give them your prescription? 
I believe that is exactly what Paul is talking about when he talks about his debt.  
Their need creates his debt.  And I learned something this week. 
There is something special in this verse. 
Romans 1:16 (ESV)  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
A Greek scholar when reading some old Greek writings came across the word 
translated as power in this verse and it was actually used as a word meaning 
prescription in that writing.  So you could say the gospel is the prescription of God 
for salvation. 
Think about it.  Wasn’t that what happened to us?  We had all the symptoms of 
the disease.  We had sin and there was nothing we could do about it.  We could 
not get rid of it by any method.  And it was damning us.  We were spiritually sick.  
And then we are given the prescription of the gospel.  We take the prescription 
and we are saved. 



That is how Paul saw it.  Paul had a debt, and it was debt to give out this 
prescription to anyone who needed it.  The need is what created the obligation.  
Everyone who has this disease has a claim on Paul. 
And that same debt extends to us.  We have an obligation to love, to meet the 
need we can see, to give out the prescription of the gospel. 
Owe no one anything except to love one another 
Notice too that this debt is always owed and never paid off.  From the day we 
come to Christ to the day we die we owe a debt that we cannot pay.  It is a 
perpetual obligation. 
I have had to be involved in some confrontational rebukes in my years.  And I 
have often found that the response to those rebukes is often to attack in return.  
It is not uncommon for our motives to be challenged, our doctrine to be 
challenged, our efforts to be challenged, and our love to be challenged. 
Sometimes I could defend my motives, my doctrine, and even some of my efforts.  
But I have learned to never defend my love.  Because at the end of the day I have 
never loved enough.  I have never loved you enough.  If you were to come to me 
after the service with the accusation that I have not loved you enough I would 
nod my head.  I have loved you.  But I always owe you more.  I always owe you 
more than I have paid. 
But do you know what?  You have never loved me enough either.  You have an 
unpaid debt to me as well.  This should always keep us humbled.  We have yet to 
die for Christ in His service.  We have never done, and could never do, what Christ 
did for us.  So we are in debt. 
Look around you this morning.  It is so easy for us to think of all the obligations 
people have to us.  We think that person should notice that I did this for them or 
that for them.  The church should notice that I did this thing or that thing in 
service to them.  But when we think that way, we miss the point.  The best 
attitude is to look over this congregation and ask the question, how can I express 
my appreciation for Christ by expressing love to another person?  I am not off the 
hook to anyone.  There is no one that I am not obligated to love.  There is no one 
here I have loved enough.  It is a debt I owe to God that is expressed in service to 
others. 
 
for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.  
Now we can’t go astray here.  We have got to follow the flow of thought.  You 
might think that if I do these good works by loving people that I fulfill the law and 



therefore I deserve salvation.  But we know based on the rest of Romans that this 
is not even a possibility.  says Romans 8:3-4 (NKJV)  
3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did 
by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He 
condemned sin in the flesh,  
4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not 
walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
We see that the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled, not by what we do 
but by what Christ does.  And what happens to someone for whom Christ has 
fulfilled that righteous requirement?  They walk according to the Spirit.  And what 
is the first fruit of the Spirit?  Love.  And what does love do?  It fulfills all the 
requirements of the law. 
Now it is common in our culture for Christians to misunderstand this concept.  
They begin to think that the law and love are against each other.  They begin to 
think, like the Beatles sang, all we need is love.  They see the law as something 
hard and cruel and restrictive and condemning.  They see love as kind and sharing 
and encouraging and positive.  And they conclude that love is good and the law is 
bad.  They speak as if the law of God is no longer reflective of God’s true will, that 
we have outgrown the law.  It is no longer necessary.  It is no longer helpful.  And 
they might go as far to say as it is no longer true.  I have often heart the Gospel 
preached in such a way a listener would never get the idea that God is angry with 
the wicked and fully intends to punish them because of His extreme justice and 
righteousness. 
Well watch Paul’s reasoning here.  Look what he says about the law. 
 
9 For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not 
murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not bear false witness," "You shall not 
covet," and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this 
saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  
10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
How does Paul evaluate love?  How does he conclude that love is a good thing?  
Does he say, look how it makes people feel?  Or look at the social benefit it has?  
Or look at the glow it puts in people’s hearts? 
No, he says, look how it fulfills God’s moral law.  Look how it submits to God’s 
moral character.  Look how it treats people the way God wants them to be 
treated. 



You see, love is evaluated as good because it is measured by the perfect standard 
of God’s law and it meets it.  We do not.  We all fall short.  But when we live in 
love, this love meets the standard. 
You see again, this is all about God.  It is God who has stated these commands.  
He demands that men and women do not commit adultery, don’t murder, don’t 
steal, don’t bear false witness, and that they don’t even covet.  All of these things 
do harm to others.  God does not want this harm done to His creations.  It is He 
who determined what right and wrong is.  So when love is evaluated, it is not 
measured by the measure of man.  It is measured by the measure of God.  It is not 
the other way around. 
Our society measures God’s commands based on what they think is loving.  They 
have a standard that they have created out of their rock solid confidence in their 
own wisdom and intuition.  And they say that the God of the old testament is evil.  
He is a maniac.  Why?  Because he did not act lovingly toward people.  And how 
did he not act lovingly?  Well, he allowed slavery.  He allowed polygamy.  He 
commanded soldiers to kill men women and children in certain cities.  Therefore, 
based on their human definition of love, God is evil because He is not loving.  Do 
you see how that works.  This is always what happens when people think that 
loving people is more important than loving God.  They are clueless and they are 
very arrogant in their ignorance. 
They forget that someone created this world and it wasn’t them.   
Remember when God addressed Job? 
Job 38:1-41 (NKJV)  
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said:  
2 "Who is this who darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  
3 Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer 
Me.  
4 "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you 
have understanding.  
5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the 
line upon it?  
6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone,  
7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for 
joy?  
8 "Or who shut in the sea with doors, when it burst forth and issued from the 
womb;  
9 When I made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band;  



10 When I fixed My limit for it, and set bars and doors;  
11 When I said, 'This far you may come, but no farther, And here your proud 
waves must stop!'  
12 "Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the 
dawn to know its place,  
13 That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, and the wicked be shaken 
out of it?  
God has a way of bringing prospective to a discussion.  Dear man.  Who do you 
think you are. 
Our modern day fools who evaluate God by manmade standards forget about 
creation.  And if God had the awesome power to create, don’t you think he has 
the full right to order His creation as He sees fit?  So we may be a bit hasty to 
start telling Him our opinions.  We do better to shut up and get His opinions. 
You see, all proper understanding of love comes from first loving God.  And we 
know that we could not do that except Christ first loved us. 
We know nothing about love but that which we learn from the one who loved us. 
Now, what about this law?  How are we to understand it? 
I remember the first time I heard Mike preach on this.  He taught that all of the 
law can be stated under a single heading 
Love God 
And then it can be broken down more. 
Love God and love people.  But you must begin with Love God.   
All of the law can be placed under one of those two categories. 
And we can gather from all this that this is what God wants man to do.  This is 
what God created man to do.  And this is what God will require men to do. 
And we can see by this that God’s focus is not primarily based upon the external 
actions.  His law is based on who we really are.  And what the law does in the life 
of a non believer is it shows him what a failure he is.  It shows him that neither his 
behavior nor his person measure up.  It shows him that he does not obey God 
primarily because he does not love God.  And he cannot make himself do this. 
What a dreadful state. 
But to the born again person, the law of God is an aid, it is a guide, it is a lamp.  It 
is good information to aid us in becoming the people God intends for us to be. 
This is what the Pharisees missed. 
Let’s look at what Jesus taught: 
Matthew 5:17-48 (NKJV)  



17 "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come 
to destroy but to fulfill.  
18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one 
tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.  
19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  
20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  
21 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder, and 
whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.'  
22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be 
in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell 
fire.  
23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you,  
24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  
25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest 
your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, 
and you be thrown into prison.  
26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have 
paid the last penny.  
27 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit 
adultery.'  
28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.  
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is 
more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole 
body to be cast into hell.  
30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it 
is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole 
body to be cast into hell.  
…..44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute 
you,  



45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same?  
47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do 
not even the tax collectors do so?  
48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
Do you see it?  Does Jesus say anything bad about the law?  No.  He says bad stuff 
about us.  The law describes a way of living that is better than anything we would 
ever think of, anything that we would ever do.  It gives us a standard by which we 
can measure love with.  How do you know that what you are doing is loving?  It 
doesn’t violate a single law.  It lives according to God’s standards.  It treats others 
according to God’s standards.   
This is what happens when the Spirit accompanies the Word.   
The law is a whole.  It isn’t an accumulation of various things, like the junk 
drawers most of us have in our houses.  You know, the drawer where you put 
things that you don’t know where else to put it?  The drawer where a husband 
can spend a week looking for something and the wife can just reach in and pull it 
out? 
Well the law is not like that. 
The law is more like your circulatory system in your body.  There are a lot of items 
that vary, but they all cooperate to perform a function with complete harmony 
and unity.  It is a reflection of how God wants to be loved and how his created 
beings should be loved. 
The law has to it a positive element.  When a person is empowered by the Spirit 
the law becomes powerfully positive.  The Spirit uses it to guide us to be spot on 
in our decisions about how to live for God.  It gives us a powerful tool to help 
fellow believers. 
The Pharisees missed this.  They didn’t get it.   
Matthew 23:23 (NKJV)  
23 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice 
and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others 
undone. 
The Pharisees missed the point of the law.  They saw it as a to do list to get to 
heaven instead of a schoolmaster to get them to Christ.  And then a guide as to 
how to please Christ. 



Some believers would now say, but now we have Christ.  We really don’t need to 
worry about the details of what God said.  We can just follow the Spirit to love 
people.  But isn’t it odd that this is not what Paul did?  He went right to the 
details.  He brought up quotes from the law.  He understood its importance.  
There is no battle between love and the law.  The law perfectly lived out from a 
heart that loves God is the best expression of love. 
We will take up with this passage next week. 
For this week, what obligations do we have that we have not fulfilled?  Again, I 
want to make a powerful appeal here.  This is where relationships fall apart and 
respect is lost.  Ask the Lord prayerfully, what obligations have I not fulfilled, and 
come up with a plan to fulfill them. 
Then consider, how do I look at people around me?  Am I resentful that they have 
never loved me enough?  Well that is true.  But the same could be said of me.  I 
have never loved them enough.  Will we seek to carry out our obligation to God to 
love them?  We will never be done, but we should always be busy. 
 
 


