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[Sun. Aug. 24, 2014] Philippians Series, Phl. 3.1-3 - Craig A. Thurman 
 
1 ¶  Finally,  
 

to> loipo<n, nom & acc sing of loipo<j, root lei<pw; KJV remnant, other, 

rest, residue, remain. 
 
In 4.8 to> loipo<n closes the body of the letter and begins the closing 

remarks to the epistle itself.  At this point of the epistle in all that Paul has 
said to encourage them to continue in the fellowship of the gospel,  there is 
a necessity to add this final thought … to> loipo<n; He will give a warning 

against a particular threat that is ever looming against this church, and all 
churches of the Lord Jesus Christ: the false teacher. 
 

my brethren a]delfoi< mou, rejoice  

 
xai<rete, 2nd p pl, pres, imper of xai<rw;   This is not a suggestion, but a 

command of the Word of God.  Like be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5.18)  The 
saints have the commandment to rejoice.  But not just any rejoicing.  
Rejoice in the Lord. 
 
All parents have probably made this statement to their children at least 
once: ‘You better get that look off your face right now!’  Or, ‘You’d better 
change that attitude or I’m gonna change it!’  And if the child has any good 
instruction at all in the home, the child will respond immediately and make 
amends.  We can’t make people happy.  And we certainly cannot make 
people happy in the Lord.  Then how do we reconcile the commandment, 
‘Rejoice in the Lord?’  It must be that this commandment goes out to touch 
the innermost part of our being where the Spirit of God is at work.  And in 
that secret, quiet place He is working to move us to a will to obey the 
command rejoice.  Never are the children of God commanded to do what 
they cannot do.   
 
The Comforter comes to our side and enables us to do 
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Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure.  (He works in us to have the desire to rejoice, and 
to accomplish that desire by the actual doing of it.) 
  
Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 

 
in e]n the Lord. (A review of the previous points in this book:) 

 
As a capstone to chapters one and two:  your fellowship in the gospel with 
me (1.5, 6); your need to learn to judge between things that are, not just 
good or better, but best (1.9, 10) in our lives for Christ’s sake; suffer the 
oppositions of  some (1.15 contentious), all (2.21 poorly motivated), and in 
light of the fact that many are the  (3.18 enemies) of the cross; live worthy 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ (1.27); be likeminded, of one accord, and of 
one mind; have the mind of Christ (2.2-5);  demonstrate your own salvation 
with fear and trembling (2.12); and hold in reputation those whose lives are 
devoted to the promotion of the gospel of Jesus Christ (2.29);  REJOICE IN 
THE LORD.  Brethren, if we do not learn to rejoice in the Lord in both the 
good and the evil circumstances we will be hindered in our service to 
Christ, and probably the greatest opportunity to witness of Jesus Christ is 
missed.  The darker the room is in which we are, if there is any light it is 
always brighter.  What an empty and harsh service this must be without 
having joy in the Lord.  Learn to rejoice in the Lord.  Learn about what it is 
that we have to rejoice about.   
 

Neh.8.9 ¶  And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest 
the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the 
people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor 
weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 
10  Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the 
sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: 
for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy  

 

hvAd4H@, chedvah, gladness, 1Chron. 16.27; hdAHA, chadah, thou 

hast made him exceeding glad, Ps.21.6  
 
of the LORD is your strength.  
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zOfma, maoz, Jud. 6.26 rock; 2Sa.22.33 my strength; Ps.27.1 the 

strength; Ps.28.8 and he is the saving strength of his anointed. 
 
11  So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for 
the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 
 

Question:  is this our joy in the Lord, or the Lord’s joy in us?  
One of the greatest blessings of eternal life is knowing He loves 
us, He is satisfied, He is pleased in us through Jesus Christ. This 
must be where the greatest joy for the sinner can be found:  in 
knowing God is propitiated to us.  The height of our joy isn’t 
knowing Him, but knowing that He knows us. (Ga 4:9  But now, 
after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God …); 
it isn’t loving Him, it is that He first loved us.  (1Jo 4:19  We love 
him, because he first loved us.)  Many focus on I know Him and 
I love Him.  But hardly ever to get to the place where they 
realize this is because He knows us and He first love us.  They 
stand in the kindergarten of faith.  We need to graduate into 
the school of truth and have a faith works beyond how we feel 
at the moment. 
 

Jn.15.11  These things have I spoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

 
This is of the fruit of the Spirit, eternal and unchanging. 
(Gal.5.22 xara<) 

 
There are a lot things in which we might take much joy; a human originated 
joy; a joy that all men can experience.  But this is not to be confused with 
what is produced in us for the Lord.  This is specific joy.  Joy in the Lord.  All 
other joys can and will fade away, but this joy no man can take away.   
 

Jn.15.8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. 
1 ¶  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
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2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. 
9 ¶  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in 
my love. 
10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 
11  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full. 

 
Joh 16:22  And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you.(They had grieved because the Lord Jesus had said he was to 
depart them for a little while. And then they would have joy because 
He would go to the Father … having raised from the dead.  The joy 
that could not be taken from them was the joy in the Lord’s 
resurrection and ascension to the Father. He is there for us today, 
and He supplies from the throne of His grace every need that we 
have.) 
 

In the worst of places and conditions, in view of a very grim and future 
prospect that the saints face in the coming days, months and perhaps 
years, while there might not be any other reason to rejoice, we have His joy 
fulfilled in us, the joy in the Lord. 
 

Hab.3.17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 
be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall 
yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls: 
18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.   
19  The LORD God is my strength,  
 

yliH2, cheli; root lyiHa, chayil:  yliH, cheli, This precise verb, with 

suffix, is used only in Job 31.25 my wealth; Joel 2.25 my … 
army 
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and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk 
upon mine high places. ...  
 
1Pe1.3 ¶  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 ¶  Wherein ye greatly rejoice (a]gallia?sqe, great gladness), 

though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness (sorrow) 
through manifold temptations (trials): 
7  That the trial (proving) of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried (proved) with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at (e]n) the 

appearing (revelation) of Jesus Christ: 
8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice (greatly gladdened) with joy (xar%?) 

unspeakable and full of glory: 
9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
 
Php 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Xai<rete 

e]n  Kuri<& pa<ntote. pa<lin e]rw?, xai<rete. 

 
1Th 5:16  Rejoice evermore. Pa<ntote xai<rete 

 

To write  
 

gra<fein, pres, inf, act of gra<fw, ;  

 
Jude, (brother of our Lord Jesus and James [the writer of the book that 
bears his name]) wrote in his epistle, like the apostle Paul here, warning the 
saints against the same threat: 
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Jude 1:3 ¶  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write gra<fein unto 

you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend  
 

e]piagwni<zesqai, pres inf of e]pagwni<zomai, e]pi< upon,  

beside, over  +  a]gwni<zomai, KJV, agonize, strive, fight, labor, 

[conte <st];  only used this once in the KJV. 

 
We can see the distinctions that are made in the prefixes 
attached to the root word, a]gw<n(agon): 

 
NIDNTT, vol. 1, p.644, ‘a]gw<n (agon), fight; a]gwni<zomai 

(agonizomai), fight; a]ntagwni<zomai (antagonizomai), 

fight against; e]pagwni<zomai (epagonizomai), fight for; 

katagwni<zomai (katagonizomai), conquer, defeat; 

sunagwni<zomai (sunagonizomai), fight along with, 

help;  a]gwni<a (agonia), agony, anxiety.’ (underlining 

added) 
 
for the faith which was once  
 

a!pac (having the sense of only once, one time only)  

 
delivered unto the saints.   
4  For there are certain brethren crept in unawares … turning  
 

metatiqe<ntej, meta< with, after, among +  ti<qhmi put, place, 

lay down, appoint, ordain;  perverting, literally repositioning or 
altering. 

 
the grace of our God into ei]j lasciviousness …  

 
a]se<lgeian, acc sing of a]se<lgeia, KJV lasciviousness 6, 

wantoness 2 (Ro.13.13; 2Pe.2.18), filthy 1 (2Pe.2.7).  
 

LXX, Wisdom 14.26 … shameful uncleanness is 
mentioned among a number of vices: defiling of souls, 
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changing of kind, disorder in marriages, adultery, and 
shameless uncleanness. 

 
O.E.D. lasciviousness … inciting to lust or wantoness. 
 
O.E.D. some of the terms used to describe Wanton:   
 

unrestrained, undisciplined, ungoverned, lascivious, 
unchaste, lewd.  (Carrying the idea of some who would 
evilly preach, Ro 3:8  … Let us do evil, that good may 
come? whose damnation is just.) 

 
the same things to you,  
 

Either this indicates that He has repeated such warnings in his other letters 
of his to the churches, or that when he was present with them he had said 
these same things.  Both are true.  The latter for the Philippians seems most 
appropriate.  They had heard his warnings and they bear repeating for their 
benefit.  They should not grow cold to hearing this essential reminder.  And  
we must be diligent to hear the Word of God as it comes to us again and 
again to remind us against the age-old threats.  For 2000 years the churches 
have needed to hear these things again and again.  How harmful for us to 
ignore the warnings of the Word of God because it has been said again and 
again.   
 

2Pe.3.1 ¶  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both 
which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: 
2  That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by 
the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour: 
3 ¶  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts, 
4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation. 
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The saints of those who have been relentlessly attempting to turn the 
churches away from Christ by every means and scheme possible.  The most 
common is the use of the Law and to bring the churches into subjection to 
Judaism.  That is a constant error that the churches find themselves having 
to fight against in their midst. 
 

Ro 4:14  For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, 
and the promise made of none effect: 
 
Ga 5:4  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 
justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 
 
Eph 2:15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of 
twain one new man, so making peace; 
 
Col 2:14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against 
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
his cross … 
 
1Ti 1:7  Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither 
what they say, nor whereof they affirm. 
 
Our Lord mentioned these same false teachers and their doctrine: 
Mt 23: 1 ¶  Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 
2  Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: 
3  All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and 
do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.  
4  For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay 
them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them 
with one of their fingers. 
 
Ac 15:1  And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the 
brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved. 
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The gentile churches would be especially susceptible to this 
error.  They were quite unfamiliar with the O.T., unlike the 
Jewish heretics who would come to them feigning themselves 
of the faith of Christ.   The first churches did not possess the N. 
T. Scriptures as we have them today.  These false teachers 
would come to them attempting to gain a foothold among the 
churches to turn them away from the true grace of God in 
Jesus Christ.  But the Holy Spirit of God, through the apostles 
provided their necessary instruction by the conference held in 
Jerusalem. (cf. Acts 15) This conference did much to  give the 
churches relief from the wrongful imposition of the Old 
Covenant upon them once and for all.  Through their trial the 
truth becomes firmly established for all the churches by and in 
the Word of God.    
 

But Paul is not just referring to the issue of the law.  He simply warns that 
some will come to them that he calls dogs, evil workers, and the concision. 

 
to me indeed me>n is not grievous, (slothful or sluggardly on my part) 

 
o]knhro<n, nom, sing, neut of o]knhro<j, root o]kne<w; 

 
o]kne<w used once:  Ac 9:38  And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to 

Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent 
unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to 
them. 
 
o]knhro<j; Used three times in the N.T.: 

Mt 25:26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked 
and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed 
not, and gather where I have not strawed … 
Ro 12:11  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord … 
 
LXX 
o]knhro<j is used exclusively in the book of Proverbs.  

sluggard, 6.6, 9; 20.4; 21.25; 22.13; 26.13, 14, 15, 16 
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slothful 11.16; 18.8; (remember this is the LXX; not in the KJV) 
idleness 31.26 (27 KJV). 
 

Perhaps this means that it is not toilsome for him to do this for them, even 
if he had already said these things when he had been with them.  This is 
certainly not a toil to him, as if the sluggard toils at bringing his hand from 
his bosom to his mouth (Pv.26.15), or offers reasons for not getting about 
the necessary business at hand. (Pv.20.4 the cold; 22.13l 26.13 a lion in the 
streets; ) Paul, for the Philippians, is being diligent.  He mentions the 
opposition he faced in his ministry from brethren.  (Phl.1.15 some preach 
Christ … of envy and strife; 2.21 all seek their own)  But now there are men 
who pose a threat to the churches that he has the charge to care for.  And 
he takes up the arms of the Word of God and instructs them as a good 
minister of the gospel should.  He minces no words about these false 
brethren … they are 3.18 many …  and they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ.     
 
This reminds me of parents and their children.  It is one things to insult or 
assault the mature, ‘grown ups’, but to touch the children!  One as well rob 
a  bear of her cubs.  And Paul was as a father to his churches and has a 
fervent and tender oversight for these churches.   

 
but for you it is safe.  
 

a]sfale<j, nom and acc sing, neut of a]sfalh<j; KJV certainty Acts 21.34; 

22.30; certain Acts 25.26; Heb. 6.19 sure. 
 
Faithful instruction in the Word of God makes the walk of the saints sure, 
certain, safe.  It will secure us from the error of all false teachers and their 
evil doctrines.  Beware … 

 

2  Beware (See!) 
 

ble<pete, 2nd p pl, pres, imper, act of ble<pw; 20 times this imperative is 

used. 
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Of the twenty times this imperative is used they can be reduced to these 
major warnings: take heed … of false doctrine, of false brethren, and a false 
walk. 
 

False doctrine 
Mt 16:6  Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware ble<pete 

of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.  
… 
Mt 16:12  Then understood they how that he bade them not beware 
of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of 
the Sadducees. 
 
False brethren 
Mr 12:38  And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware ble<pete of 

the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in 
the marketplaces, 
39  And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms 
at feasts: 
40  Which devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long 
prayers: these shall receive greater damnation. 
 
False walk 
Col 2:8  Beware ble<pete lest any man spoil you through philosophy 

and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ. 
 

Only by constant recourse to the Word of God are we protected from false 
teachers and their evil doctrines.  Brethren, if we haven’t been in the Word 
of God for ourselves in a while we ought to mark it down that trouble is on 
the way.  Everything cannot be well with us.  Unsuspecting changes have 
already begun to reside in our hearts and we are blind them.  By keeping 
the Word of God close to our hearts we  are in a constant state of readiness 
to battle against the crafty inroads that sin and error make in our lives.   
 
How many times will we hear the common cry:  How did I ever come to be 
in this place?  How!  It wasn’t a single move from joy to sorrow.  It was bit 
by bit, piece by piece, a month, a year, two years, five, where we had 
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slowly, gradually digressed from the faith.  The warnings against false 
brethren are plenty and real.  The warnings are given to the saints of God.  
Why?  Because we not be as diligent as we ought to be in keeping watch for 
our soul’s welfare.  And such a warning says, wake up!  Examine ourselves 
again.  
 

1Jn.4.4 ¶  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 
5  They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them. 
6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of 
God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit 
of error. 
7 ¶  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one 
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  
 
Jn.10.7  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
I am the door of the sheep. 
8  All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the 
sheep did not hear them. 
9  I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and find pasture. 
10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I 
am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. 
11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep. 
12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and 
fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for 
the sheep. 
14  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine. 
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We must see this fact:  while the sheep will not hear the voice of a 
stranger (Jn.10.5), their faith can be overthrown for lack of diligence 
to keep to the Word of God.   
 

2Ti 2:18  Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the 
resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. 

 
It is sad, but so many professors of Jesus Christ just want enough faith to be 
able to live in the world.  Just in case something big happens we have a plan 
that we can fall back on.  ‘We got people.’   That is indicative of the nature 
of a goat, not a sheep.   
 

Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me … 
 

I will not spend a lot of time consoling a goat in the church.  If we want to 
walk in fellowship with Christ, and in a N.T. church relationship until Christ 
Jesus comes again.  Amen!  But, if all that we want to do is have a church 
membership, have some moral friends, come to services every now and 
then, pick and choose the doctrines that we like constantly butting heads, 
with others, talk like the world, dress like the world, and bring the world 
into the church, then honestly, church membership isn’t what we need.  Do 
everyone a favor and stay out of a church until we know that the God of 
glory knows us by His saving grace.  Then get into that church and serve 
Christ by a faithful, learning witness of the truth.  Have  genuine love and 
willingness to follow Christ. 
 
Walking with Christ will make it so that we can recognize for ourselves false 
brethren, false teachers, and a false way. 

 
of dogs,  
 

What a word to be used to describe people!  All of us at some time have 
probably used this word to describe someone! 

 
ku<naj acc pl of ku<wn;  used 41 times in the Bible (LXX & Gr. N.T.); 9 times 

in the N.T. and always translated from the English word dog;  
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Dogs should not be given that which is set apart for others: Mt.7.6 
Give not that which is holy unto the dogs …; 15.26; Mk.7.27,  It is not 
meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs … the dogs 
eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. 
  
Dogs are attracted to corruption (sores); Lk.17.21 … the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 
 
Dogs are typical of false brethren; Phl.3.2 Beware of dogs … (2Pe.2) 
 
Dogs, by nature, return to their own filth; 2Pe.2.22 … The dog is 
turned to his own vomit again … 
 
Dogs, in a figure, refer to those who remain outside of the eternal 
city; Re.22.15 For without are dogs … 

 
In Deu.23.18 dogs might be a type of the sodomite.  Here dog is equated 
with profits gained through whoredom.  The dog may well refer to the male 
counterpart, the whore, and so the sodomite. 
  

De 23:17  There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a 
sodomite of the sons of Israel. 
18  Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a dog, 
into the house of the LORD thy God for any vow: for even both these 
are abomination unto the LORD thy God.  Dog here could mean the 
person being a sodomite … the contrast between a whore who gains 
through selling her body, and a man selling his?  Both are selling their 
body to men to be abused.  (cf. Re.22.15) 
 

John Gill, vol. 2, p.101, ‘and so as the hire of a whore answers 
to one in the preceding verse, the price of a dog to a sodomite 
here …’ 

 
Dogs and swine are paired together in the N.T. twice.  The first Scripture 
(Mt.7.6) concerns distributing to those who stand outside of our sphere of 
ministry what is meant for others.  
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Mt 7:6  Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 
pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn 
again and rend you. 
 

If we were to interpret this text with Mt.15.21-28 we could 
conclude that those things which are holy and are as pearls are 
those things that belong to someone in particular, and in this 
case Israel.  So that what we are taught is that what was for 
Israel was being given to the gentiles, who are in the types of 
dogs and swine.  In Mt. 15.21-28 we have a woman of Canaan 
begging the Lord to have mercy on her daughter, who was 
vexed with a devil.  Our Lord having come expressly to minister 
to the house of Israel is being asked of this woman to divert 
from His mission to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  (verse 
24) and heal her daughter.  That is the raw, harsh reality and 
interpretation of this text.  Does what occurred in our Lord’s 
day have any relevance to our lives today?  Is there an 
application that we can make of this?  Are we being warned 
about giving out our precious doctrines before those who 
cannot bear them?  I’ve thought it so.  But is it?   
 
Application of this for us would be to be diligent to remain 
focused in our ministry as Christ was in His.  First of all, to be 
clear, who are we?   We are referring to the N.T. church saints.  
Now, we are, as a church of Jesus Christ, to be diligent that we 
remain focused on the goal that our Lord has given to us.  As 
our Lord was sent to the Lord sheep of the house of Israel do 
we have a similar calling in the earth today.  I believe our work 
and Christ’s work is the same in this respect.  If I were to state 
the goal of this church in a single statement it would be said 
like this: be a witness of Jesus Christ in the midst of a sin-
cursed world.  We are not here for religious, social or political 
reform.  We are not here to reform people.  
 

To get them to quit their drunkenness and drug abuse, 
their sexual perversions, smoking and cussing; close 
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bars, movie theaters, casinos, and stop all of the 
country, rock, and punk concerts.  
 
Mt 10:5  These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded 
them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and 
into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 
6  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
 

We are here to witness the power of the resurrected Lord in 
our lives, if not a single soul ever, from this time forward, 
comes to Christ in faith.  We’re not looking for results.  So, in 
this sense we should not give that which is due to children, the 
lost of the elect of God that are scattered through the earth, 
over to issues that lie beyond the pale of our ministry.  We 
waste the precious resources that the Lord has put in our trust 
when we attempt to do things that we were never called of 
God to do. 
 
Parallel with the dogs are the swine in this text.  Again 
considering the earthly ministry of our Lord to Israel, it would 
be to cast the beautiful works that he had performed in Israel 
to the gentiles.  It could be equated to: 
 

Pr 11:22  As a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout … 
 

In the next instance the Scripture where the dog and the sow (swine) are 
mentioned it concerns false teachers and their doctrine. 
 

2Pe 2:22  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, 
The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

 
The whole of second Peter chapter two is about false teachers. 
 

2Pe 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord (despo<thn, Sovereign) 
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that bought them (He redeemed all by His blood to dispose with as it 
pleases Him), and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
 

The Word of God uses the nature of these two animals to teach us a very 
important matter concerning those who would come to us being false 
teachers.  False doctrine is not an issue that we should be ambivalent 
about, and when having to deal with false teachers we need to be clear.  
Some of these false doctrines are qualified as being the doctrines of devils.  
(1Ti.4.1)  They always cause division in a church.  (1Co.11.18  Divisions are 
caused by anything from improper teachings to false teachings.)  The whole 
purpose of a false teacher and his doctrine is gain; followers (many shall 
follow their pernicious ways, 2Pe.2.2; Ac 20:30  Also of your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.), 
wealth, and/or influence (through covetousness shall they with feigned 
workds make merchandise of you, 2Pe.2.3).  But they are the servants of 
corruption, (2Pe.2.19) and in a matter of time they shall manifest their true 
bondage in iniquity.  (2Pe.2.20 the latter end is worse with them than the 
beginning)  The dog returns to his vomit, and the sow to her wallowing in 
the mire every time whenever the opportunity presents itself.  It seems to 
indicate that these have some outward reformation for a time.  The gospel 
of Jesus Christ does have some initial affects upon them and they do make 
an outward turn to religion and fare for some time, but they shall return to 
those former corruptions. 
 

2Pe 2:19  While they promise them liberty (license, Robertson), they 
themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom (&?, dative, by 

whom, [or, of what, Robertson]) a man is overcome (worsted, 
Wuest),  
 

h!tthtai, 3p sing perf, ind, pass of h[tta<omai, h!tthma, 

h!ttwn; Weust translates this worsted. 

 
h[tta<omai, KJV inferior 1 (2Co.12.13), overcome 2, 

(2Pe.2.19, 20) 
 
h!tthma; KJV diminishing 1 (Ro. 11.12), fault 1 (1Co.6.7) 
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of the same is he brought in bondage. 
2Pe 2:20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with 
them than the beginning. 

 
And while we have considered the church’s work in the service of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost elect world, let me insert this also. 
 
What blessing shall we expect to receive, what rewards shall we receive 
from our Lord Jesus Christ for having kept the letter of the Great 
Commission if we had not adorned our lives with the Spirit of that letter?  
What is it but to beat the air? (as Paul said in 1Co.9.26)  Just how important 
is our outward walk?  Does it matter?  I think it is as wrong to neglect 
doctrine and emphasize a moral life, as it would be to stress doctrine and 
neglect Christian living.  The truth of the matter is, they both go hand in 
hand; like faith and works: faith works.  A faith without works is dead.  The 
gospel affect upon our lives is the only way that I know of where we can 
show that Christianity is real.  That, brethren, is very important and should 
never be minimized.  Godliness is a holy and precious character to possess.  
This is the target of the false teacher and their evil doctrine.  Corrupt the 
character of the saints and the mission is stymied.   
 

1Ti 2: 8  I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy 
hands, without wrath and doubting. 
9  In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, 
or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 
10  But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good 
works.   
 

How can we recognize a godly men and women?  Don’t look at 
their machoism, the jewelry, pearls, or expensive clothing.  
That is not the cue.  Men whose conduct in all that they find to 
do with their hands is holy, without wrath and doubting.   For 
women, modest apparel, shamefacedness, and sobriety are 
issues that come from the heart.  This one takes thought about 
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how suggestive her clothing might be, isn’t brazen in her looks 
into other men’s faces, and has a gained a grave perspective 
which can greatly assist the younger women in the important 
decisions they have to make concerning their future. 

 
Tit 2:10  [Servants] Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that 
they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 
(through their good, Christian conduct) 
 
1Pe 3:3  Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 
4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 
corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price. 
5  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who 
trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their 
own husbands … 
 

False teachers will mostly look for women upon whom they might exert 
their influence.   
 

2Ti.3.1 ¶  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. 
2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers 
of God; 
5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 
such turn away. 
6  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive 
silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 
7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 
8  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also 
resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 



The Book of Philippians 
 

20 
 

9  But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest 
unto all men, as theirs also was. 
10 ¶  But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, 
purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 
11  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at 
Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all 
the Lord delivered me. 
12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution. 
13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived. 
 

The goal of such men is to use and waste the lives of the people of God in 
the churches.   
 

Gal.6.12  As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they 
constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer 
persecution for the cross of Christ. 
13  For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; 
but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. 
14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world. 

 
False teachers can ruin the testimony of Christ in our lives and in our 
church.  While they would move us away from the truth, and by this move 
our lives away from living like Christ.  The apostles allowed no such matter 
to take a foothold for one moment. 
 

Ga 2: 3  But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was 
compelled to be circumcised: 
4  And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who 
came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 
that they might bring us into bondage: 
5  To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that 
the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 
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Acts 15.2 no small disputation; 7 much disputing 
 

To give that which is holy to dogs and casting pearls to swine is typical of 
misspent, misdirected efforts.  The work of false teachers, like the type of 
dogs, is to have us divert our efforts from the commandments of Jesus 
Christ to other things that the church should not even get involved in.  
How easy it is for us to become distracted.   Beware!  We must remain 
focused on our mission! 
 

 
beware ble<pete of evil workers,  

 
kakou>j, acc pl masc of kako<j  

 

e]rga<taj, acc pl of e]rga<thj, root e@rgon 

 
We must consider what people do.  We must look at their fruit.  These evil 
workers come in sheep’s clothing and promise great things in the name of 
Christ but cannot produce.  Examine the doctrine, judge the man.  Beware! 
 

Mt.7.15 ¶  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. 
19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cast into the fire. 
20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
 
2Pe 2:18  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they 
allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those 
that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 
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Jude 1:16  These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own 
lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s 
persons in admiration because of advantage. 
 
We must discern these men by their actions.  Man men today, and 
more are rising up who have a persona, an influence, a charisma that 
captures the minds of the unsuspecting.  And most of this occurs 
because so many are dangerously ignorant of what the Scriptures 
teach.  You say, well that will never happen to me.  We’re seeing this 
take place in the lives of some of us as our children leave the home.  
They have gone to mega-church groups and are living as they please, 
and flaunt a worldliness that has tremendous impact on their peers 
and younger.  See, I can do this and not get burned.  Just wait.  Those 
who play with fire get burned. 

 
beware ble<pete of the concision.  

 
katatomh<n, acc sing of katatomh<, kata< according to, down +  te<mnw; to 

cut. 
 

LXX, te<mnein, Lev. 25.3, 4 prune; 2(IV)Ki.6.4 cut down. 

LXX, te<menoj, Hos. 8.14 groves (mar. cut offs). 

 
As with the Greek word, katatomh<, the English emphasizes that these 

persons had received in their flesh the cutting with the knife.  Con – cision, 
the prefix of Latin derivation, from com, meaning with or together +  cidere, 
cut.  O.E.D ‘… applied contemptuously of the Judaizing Christians. 

 

3  For we are the circumcision,  
 

peritomh<, root perite<mnw, peri<  about, concern + te<mnw; to cut. (vs. 5) 

 
This is the term that is to be applied to the true people of God.  Focusing 
more than on an outward cutting, by an inward cutting. 
 
Let me be sure we understand this.  Those who are of the people of Israel 
and circumcised according to the rule found in Gen. 17 and are not of the 
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faith of Christ are, here in our present text, called the concision.  These 
have had a cutting away of excess in their flesh, but have no work of God in 
the heart.  There are those Jews that are of the faith of Christ who are also 
called the circumcision in Acts 10.45 & Gal.2.12.  Romans 2.28, 29 tells us 
who the true fleshly and spiritual descendants of Abraham are.  In other 
words, the true sons of Abraham among the Jews are those who have 
received Jesus as their Messiah.   
 
Now, gentiles are not Jews and never shall be Jews.  But we can have the 
work of God in the heart.  And this is what Paul refers to here.  The saints, 
both believing Jews and believing gentiles are commanded to be on the 
‘watch’ for the concision.  We are the circumcision which worship God in 
the spirit … 
 
Specifically, the plural pronoun we probably refers to Paul and those who 
are with him while he is in Rome.  There are those who come to you in 
pretense as the people of God and are not.  We, Paul says, come to you 
being the true people of God, who worship God in spirit and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus.  We are not of those who will set apart any part of the work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ for us to God.  We accept His person as the Son of God 
come to us, being Messiah, Mediator, Intercessor, Savior, Lord and King. 

 
which worship  
 

latreu<ontej, nom, pl, masc, part, pres of latreu<w. 

 
That is, we serve … 
 

Heb 13:10  We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which 
serve latreu<ontej the tabernacle. 

 
God in the spirit,  
 

In other words our service isn’t regarded as true, acceptable service except 
it comes from hearts that have been purged from sins by the grace of God 
through the shed blood of Jesus Christ for us.   
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Heb 9:14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
 

It is not that our works purge our hearts from sin so that we can serve God 
(such is self-righteousness), but rather that our hearts are purged by Him 
through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross so that we might serve Him 
acceptably. 
 

1Pe 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. 

 
and rejoice  
 

kauxw<menoi, nom, pl, masc, part, pres of kauxa<omai. 

 
in e]n Christ Jesus,  

 
Paul in effect states a great distinction between them and these false 
brethren.  We do not reject or minimize any part of the work of Jesus 
Christ for His people.  He is our righteousness to God for us.  We willingly 
and humbly fall at the feet of Him through whom the Father has made Him 
to be everything to God for us.  He was made our sin-bearer (2Co.5.21), he 
took our death, he is our resurrection (Jn.11.25), our hope (1Ti.1.1; 
Col.1.27), our faith, our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption.  (1Co.1.30, 31)  But it is not so with these others who come.  
Beware!!! 
 

1Co 1:31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth 
kauxw<menoj, let him glory in the Lord. 

2Co 10:17  But he that glorieth kauxa<sqw, let him glory in the Lord. 

 
and have no confidence  
 

pepoiqo<tej, nom, pl, masc, part, perf 2 of pei<qw. 
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Meaning, unlike the concision who put all their trust in the fact that they 
are the fleshly descendants of Abraham, we look not to the flesh at all, but 
cast ourselves upon the Rock (Mt.21.44), having been given an 
understanding that we may know Him (1Jn.5.20), that He has made every 
provision for us that we might serve God in righteousness.  
 

2Co 1: 7 ¶  And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are 
partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. 
8  For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which 
came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above 
strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: 
9  But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not 
trust in ourselves pepoiqo<tej, but in God which raiseth the dead … 

(Our hope is not in this life, but in God who raised our Lord from the 
dead for us.) 

 
in e]n the flesh.  

 
sarki>, dat sing of sa<rc. 

 

True brethren will testify that there is nothing about any of us wherein we 
might boast before God concerning the things that we have done, or shall 
ever do.  All that we are, and ever hope to be is because of His working in 
our lives.  All that we would do is from what our Lord has bestowed upon 
us as a gift from him.  Consider,  
 

Ex.31.1 ¶  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
2  See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, 
of the tribe of Judah: 
3  And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in 
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 
4  To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 
5  And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to 
work in all manner of workmanship. 
6  And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, 
of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I 
have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded 
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thee …  ( The sense that Moses might have felt … How are we going 
to accomplish such a great work?  And then the LORD reveals that He 
has put it in the hearts of Bezaleel and Aholiab to know, and to be 
able to instruct others.  cf. chpt. 35.30-35) 
 
1Co 4:7  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why 
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 

 

Now Paul, in defense of the true faith of Christ, sets up the argument that if any 
man could have had confidence in the flesh, it was he.  And yet he discounts all 
that could be attributed to him as personal gain as loss.  He confesses that had it 
not been for Christ Jesus he would have lost all, even his own soul.  Jesus Christ 
saves our very existence from eternal destruction, and has given us eternal life.  
And we can live an abundant life in Him now; not a life with the abundance of 
things, but an abundant life, meaningful, full life with God: have confidence, joy, 
blessing, contented, at peace in a world gone mad, hope unto eternal life to 
come.   
 
Imagine a life otherwise.  Live it to the hilt to lose it all in the end, plus our own 
souls into an eternity without God.  If you are without Christ today you don’t 
know what I’m talking about. You go on without a care in the world.  You’re 
probably thinking, ‘Why give up all of this?  I’ll get around to it one of these days.  
There’s still time.’  And then what?  One day, God instantly requires your soul and 
you’re gone into eternity.   
 

Lk.12.16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully:  (It could as well have been a poor man.) 
17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have 
no room where to bestow my fruits? 
18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; 
and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 
19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. (No thought of God; never 
considered what His will might be; no mention whatsoever; no room) 
20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 
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21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 
 
Friends, time is but a speck and so insignificant when compared to eternity.  And 
yet many put all of their time and effort, their whole lives into our little piece of 
time, some a few days, some a few months, some a few years, but all go to their 
long home.  (Ecc.12.5)  Every single person here today will enter into eternity, no 
question about it.  And every single person here today falls under the command 
of God to repent of their sins.  And every single person here today falls under the 
command to believe that God sent His only begotten Son into the world to save 
sinners; that Jesus’ death on the cross is the only satisfaction for the punishment 
of sin that is accepted with the Father;  That whosoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, suffer eternal loss, but have everlasting life.  Believe in Him and be saved.  
It’s not being a Baptist, it isn’t religion, it isn’t what you have done or not done. It 
is Jesus Christ that saves 100%; all or nothing.  Trust in Him today, and make it 
known, be baptized, and get into a N.T. church at your earliest opportunity and 
walk with Christ among His people.  Do it today. 
 


