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Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called.” 

Ephesians 5:1-2a (NKJV) “1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love…” 

Ephesians 5:8 (NKJV) “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.” 

Proverbs 22:15 (NKJV) “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child…”    

Psalms 14:1a (NKJV) “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” 

Proverbs 12:15a (NKJV) “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes…”   

Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 
 
 
Wisdom is seeing everything from God’s perspective. 
 
Wisdom is the God given ability to apply knowledge and understanding to the practical everyday things of life and see those 
everyday things from God’s viewpoint. 
 
 
Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV) “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” 
 
 
Wisdom is the application of the fear of God to everyday life. 
 
 
Genesis 50:20a (NKJV) “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good…”   

1 Corinthians 1:30a (NKJV) “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God…”   

Colossians 2:3 (NKJV) “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

Isaiah 11:2 (NKJV) “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” 

2 Timothy 3:15a (NKJV) “and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise…”  
 
 
 
 
I.       To Walk in Wisdom, We Must Walk Attentively (v. 15) 
 
 
 

1 Samuel 26:21b (NKJV) “…Indeed I have played the fool and erred exceedingly.” 

2 Samuel 24:10b (NKJV) “I pray, O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.” 

1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV) “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour.” 

 
 
 



II.      To Walk in Wisdom, We Must Walk Efficiently (v. 16) 
  
 

Psalms 90:12 (NKJV) “So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” 

Ephesians 5:16 (AMP) “Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil.” 

1 Corinthians 7:29a (NKJV) “But this I say, brethren, the time is short…”   
 
 
John 17:4 (NKJV) “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” 

 
 
 
III.     To Walk in Wisdom, We Must Walk Perceptively (v. 17) 
 

 
Romans 12:2 (NKJV) “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 
 
“‘Understanding’ suggests using our minds to discover and do the will of God. Too many Christians have the idea that 
discovering God’s will is a mystical experience that rules out clear thinking. But this idea is wrong—and dangerous. We 
discover the will of God as He transforms the mind (Romans 12:2); and this transformation is the result of the word of God, 
prayer, meditation, and worship.”                                                                                                                 —Warren Weirsbe 
 
A. It Is God’s Will That We Be Saved 
 

1 Timothy 2:3-4 (KJV) “3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4 Who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

 
 

B. It Is God’s Will That We be Sanctified  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 (NKJV) “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual 
immorality”. 

 
 

C. It Is God’s Will That We Submit to Those in Authority  
 

1 Peter 2:13-15 (NKJV) “13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the 
king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise 
of those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men.” 

 
 

D. It Is God’s Will That We be Filled with the Spirit  

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV) “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit.” 
 
 

E. It Is God’s Will That We Give Thanks in Everything 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NKJV) “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

Psalms 37:4 (NKJV) “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” 

 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 8-24-14 PM 

“WALK IN WISDOM” 

EPHESIANS 5:15-17 

#19 in Series, “The Christian’s Wealth, Walk, and Warfare” 

 

   After looking at the Christian’s wealth in Christ in chapters 1-3, we are now looking at the Christian’s 

walk. We are told in Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 

worthy of the calling with which you were called”. Last week we saw that the believer in Christ is to walk 

in love and walk in light. Ephesians 5:1-2a (NKJV) “
1 

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 
2 

And walk in love…” We read in Ephesians 5:8 (NKJV) “For you were once darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light”. In today’s text we are told in Ephesians 5:15 (NKJV) “See 

then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise”. As we saw in earlier studies, our walk speaks 

of our pattern of conduct. Let’s set our mind on this text by contrasting the walk of the fool and the walk 

of the wise. Let’s look deeper at that word “fools” in verse 15. In the Bible, being a fool has nothing at all 

to do with one’s IQ. You can be a genius in IQ and still be a fool by the Bible definition. In fact, we were 

all born with congenital foolishness. Proverbs 22:15a (NKJV) “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a 

child…” What kind of person is the Bible speaking about when it uses the word “fool”? 

   First, a fool is a person who refuses God. Psalms 14:1a (NKJV) “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There 

is no God.’” Notice that the words “There is” are in italics. That means that they were added by the 

translators for clarity. Certainly someone who denies the existence of God qualifies as a fool, but that isn’t 

primarily what this verse is saying. The fool is one who says, “No, God”. It is broader than just a person 

who denies the existence of God; it is someone who lives apart from God and just leaves God out of their 

life. It would be like offering brussel sprouts to someone at a meal and they say, “No brussel sprouts for 

me”. They aren’t denying the existence of brussel sprouts; they are just saying that they don’t want 

anything to do with them. Second, the fool makes himself god. Proverbs 12:15a (NKJV) “The way of a 

fool is right in his own eyes…” A fool becomes the ultimate determiner of right and wrong; right and 

wrong are what he says it is. He is his own god and makes his own rules and determines right and wrong 

by the standard of what he deems right and wrong to be. Third, a fool rejects divine wisdom and 

instruction. Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction.” We will talk about true wisdom in a moment, but the fool is the one who rejects 

true wisdom.  

   If we are commanded to walk in wisdom, it would help to know what wisdom is. One way to look at it 

is that a wise person is the opposite of a fool. A fool says in his heart, “no, God!” A wise person says in 

his heart, “Yes God; I surrender to You”. A fool makes himself God by determining what is right and 

wrong, but a wise person looks to God’s Word as the standard for what is right and what is wrong. A fool 

rejects divine wisdom because he has no fear of God. A wise person fears God and that is the beginning 

of wisdom. The short definition of wisdom is that wisdom is seeing everything from God’s perspective. 

I believe that is an accurate simple definition of wisdom, but let’s go a little deeper. Here is the best I can 

do in a more expanded definition of wisdom. Wisdom is the God given ability to apply knowledge and 

understanding to the practical everyday things of life and see those everyday things from God’s 

viewpoint. Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV) "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge 

of the Holy One is understanding.” Wisdom is the application of the fear of God to everyday life. A 

person without wisdom sees a personal tragedy as a chance occurrence or bad luck; a person walking in 

wisdom sees that same occurrence in their own life as something that God has allowed to conform him to 

the image of Christ (Romans 8:28-29). A person without wisdom looks at the view from Mount LeConte 

and says, “What a beautiful outcome of millions and millions of years of Mother Nature’s working.” The 

person with wisdom says, “Glory to God for your creation that is so beautiful even after the curse of sin.” 

A person without wisdom is wronged by another and says, “I demand vengeance!” A person with wisdom 

says with Genesis 50:20a (NKJV) “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 



good…” He recognizes that vengeance belongs to God and chooses to forgive the person who wronged 

him and hand the offense over to God for Him to deal with.  

   How do we get wisdom? You don’t get it in school. It is given by God in Christ. 1 Corinthians 1:30a 

(NKJV) “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God…” Wisdom is a gift 

of God to those who fear Him and are rightly related to Him through Christ. Colossians 2:3 (NKJV) “in 

whom [Christ] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” The Holy Spirit gives us wisdom. 

Isaiah 11:2 (NKJV) “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” We 

deepen in wisdom as we engraft the Word of God into our life. 2 Timothy 3:15a (NKJV) “and that from 

childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise…” Many people know 

the first question and answer in the Westminster Shorter Catechism (“What is the chief end of man? To 

glorify God and enjoy Him forever”) but few know the second. It is “What rule hath God given to direct 

us how we may glorify and enjoy Him? The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old 

and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him”. To summarize, 

only those who are in Christ, fear God, and possess the Spirit of wisdom can know true wisdom. We then 

deepen in wisdom as we know and internalize God’s Word. Let’s see how we walk in wisdom. 

 

I.       To Walk in Wisdom, We Must Walk Attentively (V15)  

   The word “see” means to consider or take heed. Take heed of what? That we walk “circumspectly”. The 

wisdom walk is a circumspect walk. That Greek word translated “circumspectly” means carefully, with 

precision, with exactness, and with alertness. The opposite is to walk carelessly, just mindlessly 

sauntering along like a careless fool. When we fail to walk circumspectly we are so prone to fall into 

Satan’s snares. My point is that it is easy for those who have true wisdom in Christ to revert to 

foolishness.    

   The Christian life is not lived in a playground; it is lived in a war zone where the enemy has placed 

mines and waits in ambush to destroy those who are not alert to his ways. Again, the Christian life is not 

to be compared with skipping mindlessly through a field of daisies but walking alertly through a mine 

field where snipers are waiting to pick us off. This is why backsliding is so dangerous! We backslide and 

stray from the circumspect walk and begin to dabble in something we think that we can handle. Suddenly 

in our careless backslidden condition, we step on a mine and “BOOM”; our testimony and relationships 

and witness is damaged. In my quiet time I have five areas that I struggle with that I pray over them 

regularly that I will be alert to the temptation they bring and that I will walk circumspectly through the 

day and not revert to walking like a fool by giving in to these sins that so easily beset me. The principle is 

to walk in wisdom by walking circumspectly in the dangerous world we live in so that we do not walk as 

fools. When Saul, the first king of Israel was caught in sin, he cried out in 1 Samuel 26:21b (NKJV) “…I 

have played the fool and erred exceedingly." When David sinned by taking an ego driven census, he cried 

out in 2 Samuel 24:10 (NKJV) “…O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very 

foolishly." 

   Oh Christian, keep short sin accounts with God. Regularly examine yourselves. Walk circumspectly, 

carefully, and alertly. Peter gave the same warning as Paul did, only in different words in 1 Peter 5:8 

(NKJV) when he said, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 

lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 

 

II.      To Walk in Wisdom, We Must Walk Efficiently (V16) 

   The key to understanding a biblical approach to the use of time is that word “redeeming” and the word 

used here for “time”. The Greek word translated “redeeming” means to urgently buy something that is a 

great bargain in the marketplace before it is too late. The word for “time” used here means an allocated 

period of time; an opportunity. We have been given by God an allocated period of time here on planet 

earth and we are to urgently buy up every opportunity to glorify God and accomplish the work He has 

created us to do in that allotted time. We must carefully analyze our use of the allotted time God has given 



us. Psalms 90:12 (NKJV) “So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” I like 

the Amplified translation of Ephesians 5:16 (AMP) “Making the very most of the time [buying up each 

opportunity], because the days are evil.” Are you using time (opportunities) to accomplish that which has 

eternal significance or that which has no eternal significance?  

   Why did the Lord inspire Paul to add that little phrase “because the days are evil”? The evil of the days 

gives extra urgency to the task we have been given to go with the Gospel – the only solution to the ever 

increasing evil in the world. We need to hear the message of 1 Corinthians 7:29a (NKJV) “But this I 

say, brethren, the time is short…” There is an old saying, “The greatest fool is the one who says, ‘I’m 

going to.’” “I’m going to get more active in ministry”. “I’m going to start reading the Scriptures and 

having a quiet time every day”. I’m going to stop watching so much TV”. I’m going to share the Gospel 

with my neighbor, friend, co-worker”. “I’m going to get involved with the mobile home park ministry”. 

I’m going to begin working in the FBC@IC”. I’M going to start using the talent God gave me in the 

worship ministry”. “The greatest fool is the one who says, ‘I’m going to.’” There is a sense of urgency in 

verse 16; the days are evil and the time is short.  

   John Wesley divided his day into 15 minute segments and if nothing was accomplished for eternity in 

one of those 15 minute segments, he would repent and confess it to God. Someone who is truly redeeming 

the time is normally not going at a frenetic pace with no time for the needs of people. Someone redeeming 

the time realizes that we are not wasting time when we rest or sometimes do activities that refresh us, but 

there is a sense of urgency about accomplishing the tasks we have been put here to do. As you read the 

Gospels you don’t find Jesus running at a frenetic pace with no time for people. He knew His purpose, 

knew where He was going, and had an eternal perspective that elevated the needs of people above some 

schedule imposed on Him by man.  

   Redeeming the time really has nothing to do with the amount of time God has allotted to us. Some of 

the men and women most mightily used by God lived relatively short lives here on earth. Missionaries 

Jim Elliot, William Borden, David Brainerd, and the great Scottish Pastor Robert Murray McCheyne all 

died before their 30
th

 birthday. Jonathan Edwards and Charles Spurgeon both died in their 50’s. Jesus died 

at 33 and could say to the Father in John 17:4 (NKJV) “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished 

the work which You have given Me to do.” We must aggressively redeem God’s time. A Christian should 

never say, “I don’t have the time” when it refers to something that God has told us to do. Aggressively 

find the time by trimming away time wasters that have no eternal value. 

 

III.     To Walk in Wisdom, We Must Walk Perceptively (V17) 

   The walk of wisdom is a walk in God’s will. Therefore the prerequisite of walking in wisdom is to 

understand the will of God. The word “understand” in verse 17 literally means to bring together; it means 

to put the pieces of a puzzle together. To walk in wisdom and thus glorify God, we must put together the 

will of God. I believe that many Christians make the will of God too mystical, too subjective, and too 

mysterious. I get a little suspicious of those who say “God spoke to me and showed me that this is the 

way I should go.” It depends on what they mean by “God spoke to me”. I hear people talking about 

agonizing over understanding the will of God. I’m not so sure about that. I sometimes agonize over 

yielding completely to do the will of God or making myself totally pliable in His hands to do whatever He 

says to do, but normally, I don’t think we need to agonize over understanding the will of God. Some make 

the will of God so mystical that it almost sounds like thinking rationally and logically about God’s will is 

carnal. Sometimes God may lead us contrary to human logic, but most of the time He works through our 

rational minds. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

Why would God tell us in Romans 12:2 to renew our minds if we are not to use them to prove or put on 

display the will of God? Warren Weirsbe says it well: “’Understanding’ suggests using our minds to 

discover and do the will of God. Too many Christians have the idea that discovering God’s will is a 

mystical experience that rules out clear thinking. But this idea is wrong – and dangerous. We discover the 

will of God as He transforms the mind (Romans 12:2); and this transformation is the result of the word of 



God, prayer, meditation, and worship.” [Weirsbe, “Be Rich”, Page 132]. I agree with Henry Blackaby 

when he says that we put too much emphasis on “The will of God for my life” instead of “The Will of 

God, period”. “The will of God for my life” puts the focus on me. “The will of God” puts the focus on 

God. Our task is to plug into the will of God. We find the will of God in the Bible.  

   About 35 years ago I was introduced to a little booklet entitled, The Will of God Is Not Lost. It was 

referring to that phrase “Finding God’s will”. As we read and study and meditate on the Word of God, we 

see the will of God. If you get a concordance and look up the phrase, “The will of God”, you may be 

surprised how many things are spelled out that the Bible says, “This is the will of God”. Here are just a 

few of the things that you will find. Here are five of the things that were in that little booklet I was 

introduced to about 35 years ago. 

A.   It Is God’s Will That We Be Saved  

   We read in 1 Timothy 2:3-4 (KJV) “
3 

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 
4 

Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” The word, “will” is 

translated “desires” in the ESV and the NASB. This is not the will of God that He has decreed, but that 

which brings Him pleasure. 

B.   It Is God’s Will That We Be Sanctified  

   1 Thessalonians 4:3a (NKJV) “For this is the will of God, your sanctification…” The context of this 

verse is that we are growing in spiritual maturity and Christ-likeness. That comes through appropriating, 

reckoning on all that happened to us on the cross and then instilling Christian disciplines in our life like 

Bible intake, prayer, worship, and stewardship.  

C.   It Is God’s Will That We Submit to Those in Authority  

   1 Peter 2:13-15 (NKJV) “
13 

Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, 

whether to the king as supreme, 
14 

or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of 

evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 
15 

For this is the will of God, that by doing good you 

may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men”. In other passages, we are told to submit to church 

leaders (Hebrews 13:17), to God’s order in the family (Ephesians 5:22; 6:1), and in the workplace 

(Ephesians 6:5-7).  

D.   It Is God’s Will That We Be Filled with the Spirit 

   Our text in verse 17 says that we are to know the will of God and in the next verse we read in 

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV) “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the 

Spirit”. In our next study in Ephesians, we will see that the Christian like becomes gloriously possible 

when we allow the indwelling Holy Spirit to fill us.   

E.   It Is God’s Will That We Give Thanks in Everything 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NKJV) “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you.” This “thanks” is an expression of faith that God is at work in all that He allows and causes. We are 

not thanking Him for what happened, but for how He is using it to work for our good and His glory 

(Romans 8:28-29). 

   There may have been one or two more instances in that little booklet where the Bible tells us that “this 

is the will of God” but I’ll let you search those out for yourself. Here is the way we “understand what the 

will of the Lord is”. When we are surrendered to and totally committed to the will of God and learning 

and obeying the Scriptures, then God will do two things to guide us in the specifics of His will as 

individuals and as a church. First, He will put a desire in our heart for what He desires us to do. Psalms 

37:4 (NKJV) “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” That 

means that He puts His desires in your heart so that they become your desires. Secondly, He opens doors 

that agree with those desires He has put in your heart.  

CONCLUSION 

   To walk in wisdom is to walk attentively, efficiently, and perceptively. Don’t be a fool! 


