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KJV – Galatians 3:10-12 

 

“Under the Law, Cursed by the Law” 

 Introduction: 

     Open your Bibles to the New Testament book of Galatians chapter number three. 

Galatians 3:10-12 

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 

     The man under law-works is under the curse of the Law. The Law brings a curse because it only 
shows our faults and our great need for grace. Those attempting to earn or merit salvation by the 
works of the law are under its curse. Paul quoted here from the Old Testament book of 
Deuteronomy when he said for it is written. 

Deuteronomy 27:26 

26 Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say, 
Amen. 

      Paul lets us know through his letter to the Galatians that failure to perfectly keep the law brings 
divine judgment and condemnation. Just one violation of the law deserves the curse of God.  

Deuteronomy 28:15-20 

15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do 
all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come 
upon thee, and overtake thee: 

16 Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. 

17 Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. 

18 Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks 
of thy sheep. 
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19 Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 

20 The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand unto 
for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy 
doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me. 

     Paul said to the Galatians if we are trying to live by the works of the law then we had to keep “all 
things.” Yet this is an impossible task. 

James 2:10 

10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 

     No one can keep all the law, but there is one that fulfilled the law, the LORD Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 3:11 

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

     Paul states that no one is justified by the law. 

Romans 3:19-20 

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin. 

     Every unredeemed human on the face of this earth, that ever has and ever will exist outside of 
grace; both Jews who have received the written law through Moses; and also the Gentiles who have 
the works of the law written upon their hearts, so that both groups are without excuse and they are 
accountable to God.  

     So that every mouth may be stopped, closed, accountable because the entire world has no 
defense against the guilty verdict God has pronounced on the human race. To be made just with 
God, we cannot stand alone; we cannot stand in the law. Our only hope is in Christ by the grace of 
God. 

     There is no flesh justified by the Law. Because doing perfectly what God’s moral law requires is 
impossible, so through the law there is no saving power, there is no justification. The law only 
brings upon men the knowledge of sin and the curse that comes with it. 

     Justification is by faith and this saving faith results in obeying the law, not vise-versa.  

Romans 3:28 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
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     Back to our text, let’s read all three of the verses together. 

Galatians 3:10-12 

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 

     As we have seen that the justification that comes from God to man is by faith, without the Law. If 
a man is trying to obtain justification by the works of the law then Paul tells us that they are under 
the curse of the Law.  

     If we violate one commandment of the law, then the Scriptures tell us that we are guilty of the 
entire law.  

     So as in verse twelve, And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 
Justification by faith and justification by keeping the law are mutually exclusive, as the Apostle Paul 
quotes from Leviticus 18:5 – Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man 
do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD. 

     The believer’s justification is by faith alone that is saving faith in the finished work of the LORD 
Jesus Christ. Our works cannot save, nor can the keeping of the Law save. Our good deeds and 
merits cannot save, but acting upon that measure of faith that God has given all men in response to 
the gospel message brings about a right standing and justification with a Sovereign God.  

     Faith in Christ, not out works for if we try to live by the law for justification then we shall be 
judged by the law. Your good works cannot produce salvation but they are the subsequent results 
of God’s empowered fruits and the evidences of it, that one has received God’s provision of grace. 

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

John 15:16 

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. 

     You see my friend the imputed Righteousness of Christ Jesus for a right standing with a 
Sovereign God comes through and by justification by faith. The justification needed is made 
possible through and by the grace of God in His provision of Salvation because salvation is by grace 
through faith.  
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Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

     What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if 
Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the 
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

     Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

Galatians 3:10 

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

     Those who relinquish all claims to goodness and acknowledge they are ungodly are candidates 
for justification.  

     Those who believe God, and trust in the finished work of Christ as their substitute for salvation 
and not their own works of the law, will be justified. For salvation is by grace through faith; and that 
not of yourselves it is the gift of God. What God demands, God provides and salvation is of the 
LORD. 

 

 


