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1 Samuel 24:1–7 

1 Now it happened, when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, 

saying, “Take note! David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.”  
2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel, and went to seek David and his 

men on the Rocks of the Wild Goats.  
3 So he came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to attend 

to his needs. (David and his men were staying in the recesses of the cave.)  
4 Then the men of David said to him, “This is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I 

will deliver your enemy into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’ ” And 

David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.  
5 Now it happened afterward that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe.  
6 And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the LORD’s 

anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.”  
7 So David restrained his servants with these words, and did not allow them to rise against Saul. 

And Saul got up from the cave and went on his way.  

 

Providence, Yes or No? 

1 Samuel 24 

 

INTRO: 

 

 Two problems confronted David in the events of this chapter. First, he faced an unexpected 

providential test. Second, he had to rise to an amazing challenge and to stake his life on the 

LORD’s faithfulness and protection. Let us observe these events from David’s life and learn 

some vital life lessons from his experience.  

  I. David and Saul (v. 1-7) 

 II. What was David to Do? 

III. The Rest of the Story (8-21) 

 

I. David and Saul (v. 1-7) 

 

A. Chapter 24 resumes the story line after Saul’s battle with the Philistines. We would think 

Saul might take a breather after this battle and give his army a day off. Not Saul, the 

distraction is taken care of so back to the job of finding and killing David.  

 

B. Although David had been in Engedi, he had moved. Providentially, he was hiding with his 

six hundred men in a cave right along the road Saul and his army were right then traveling 

to Engedi. Suddenly, Saul decides he needs a break and heads alone into the very cave 

where David was hiding. Do we gasp when we read this? Probably, not because we know 

the rest of the story. Questions should flash across our minds. Will David be caught? Will 
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Saul be killed by David and his men before Saul can call for help? What will happen? No 

doubt, had we not already known what would happen we would not guess that what 

follows would actually take place. 

 

1. Saul did not know that further back in the black cave, David and men hid. He also was 

oblivious of the conversation whispered back and forth between David and his leaders. 

 

2. David’s men recognized God’s invisible hand of providence in Saul coming into the 

cave alone.    (v.4) 

“Then the men of David said to him, ‘This is the day of which the LORD said to 

you, “Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand that you may do to him as 

it seems good to you.”’”  
David, this is God’s will. Look God has delivered Saul to you. Kill him and claim the 

kingdom which is rightfully yours. 

 

3. Then David, not replying, took action, but ultimately not the action his men 

anticipated. David did not sink his knife into unsuspecting Saul’s back, but he cut off the 

corner of his robe. Was this David’s intention when he slipped silently up close to Saul? I 

do not know. I suspect his first intent was to harm Saul, because of the pangs of guilt 

that he felt.    (4b-5)  

“And David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. Now it happened 

afterward that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe.”  

David looked at the “providence of God” and arrived at a totally different interpretation 

from his men. Did the LORD deliver Saul into his hand to kill him? No, David decided that 

God delivered Saul into David’s hand so he David could deliver a message. 

 

II. What was David to Do? 

 

A. Why was David’s take on the providential act of God so much different from his army’s 

view? It was because David operated on the principles of God’s word. David believed in the 

sanctity of the anointed of God. Saul was a piece of work. He had become mad with desire 

to kill David whom he believed his enemy. However, with all of this, he was still God’s 

anointed and because of the LORD, David would not raise his hand against him. 

 

B. Verses 6-7 records David’s rationale.  

“’And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my 

master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the 

anointed of the LORD.’ So David restrained his servants with these words, and 

did not allow them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up from the cave and went 

on his way.”  
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David did not decide the will of God based on circumstances, but according to the principles 

that God laid down. 

 

1. Do you remember Jonah? In Jonah 1, Jonah was called to go to Nineveh, the capital 

city of Israel’s Enemy Assyria, and Jonah refused to go. Instead, he fled in the opposite 

direction and got on a ship to Tarshis. All the circumstances seemed perfect. He found a 

place on the ship, he had the money to pay his way, and nothing kept him from getting 

on board. Was this God’s will? 

 

2.  Do you remember Job? Job’s friends thought they had the answer to God’s apparent 

frowning providence. Trouble, they said, came from rebelling against God. At times we 

make this same mistake. They were very wrong. 

 

C. How do we keep from making these mistakes? We must remember that God’s Word 

always interprets providence. God leads us through His word, through the Spirit of God in 

us, and through providence.  

 

III. The Rest of the Story (v. 8-21) 

 

A. David’s actions after Saul leaves the cave are very dangerous. Still, he throws himself on 

God’s protection and demonstrates to Saul that he, David, still does not desire to kill him. 

He was willing to do what God wanted him to do, even when doing Gods will was extremely 

dangerous. 

 

B. Saul’s pursuing David was because he believed a lie about David’s motives and actions. 

He told himself, David wanted to destroy him. David wanted to serve him, honor him as 

God’s anointed and to wait for God to keep His promise. 

 

C. There are two significant statements in this last section.  

 

1. First, we see David’s great trust in God to make all things right in verse 12.  

“Let the LORD judge between you and me, and let the LORD avenge me on you. 

But my hand shall not be against you.”  

Let me point out a New Testament parallel thought in Romans 12:17, 19-21.  

“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. . . 

. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. Therefore If your enemy 

is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap 

coals of fire on his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good.”  
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2. Saul did nothing in ignorance of the LORD’s plan.    (v.20)  

“And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of 

Israel shall be established in your hand.”  

God’s plan will happen. Saul, the King, like the New Testament Saul needed to quit 

kicking against the goads. He needed to stop trying to change what God had established. 


