
  What’s Next: Hope  
Ephesians 3:20-21 

 
 

Good morning, everybody.  Turn in your bibles to Ephesians 3.  Today I get to talk to you about one of 
the most beautiful meditations we have in the New Testament.  Christians through the ages have 
memorized, prayed, and meditated on this doxology with great delight for centuries. 
 
Let’s read it, and I want us to consider why this passage has been so treasured through the ages. 
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 
  
It reads:  20 Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to His power that is at work within us, 21 to Him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
(Close your eyes and listen as I reread this.  What word or phrase is standing out to you?) 
 
What single word describes the effect this text has on you?  Write the word on your notes. 
 
For me, it inspires hope.  It crushes limitations. It breaths into our souls faith.  Let’s look at it again. 
 
20 Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, 21 to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 
I’m going to have us consider more deeply the hope that this stanza of praise inspires.  But before I do 
that, let me just place this in its context: 
 
So Paul, in the lead up to this prayer, has been teaching them about the immeasurable riches and 
blessings that are theirs in Christ.  They have been redeemed, forgiven, adopted, chosen by God.  God 
has lavished upon them His grace and mercy by saving them apart from any works they have done.  
He has already conducted a work of transformation inside of them.  Set them free from their futile 
way of living in the lusts of the flesh and employed them into the eternal work of the kingdom of God.   
 
He has made them equals with the Jews, the descendants of Abraham, and they now share with them 
in the covenant promises. They have been made co-laborers and fellow children of God.   
 
Everything was changing for the better.  And that doesn’t even count all that is theirs in eternity.  That 
is the springboard for “now to Him who is able… to Him be the glory….” 
 
So what God has done is the springboard for this eruption of praise; but what is before them is not 
also lost as a part of this praise.  We give God glory because He who has done all this is able to do 
more, and He is at work within us.  So we may as well give Him glory for all that He is going to do, 
which is beyond all the asking and dreaming that we could muster up.   



Nevertheless, it inspires hope.  It should first inspire praise.  But as a forward looking people our first 
reaction seems to be taking in a big drink of HOPE from this fountain of praise.  So what kind of hope 
does this doxology of praise inspire? 
 
Inspiration #1: It inspires hope that shapes our prayers and dreams.   
 
“(God) is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask…”  Another version says, “To Him who is able 
to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we can ask or imagine…” 
 
Literally here is what this is saying:  There is a gap that cannot be measured between all that we can 
ask and what God is able to do.   
 
How might this understanding shape our prayers, dreams and visions of the future? 
 

A.  There is nothing we can ask that exceeds His ability.  This should go without saying, but it 
needs to be said.   
 
My kids have always been able to out ask my ability.  I can out want my ability.  We all can 
desire or ask for that which is beyond our ability.  But there is nothing you can ask in prayer 
which exceeds God’s power or ability to deliver. 
 
And we need to let that shape our prayers.  Pray more boldly.  He may not grant it.  We 
may go outside of His will with what we ask, but whatever is on your heart ask.  Check your 
motives, but seek the Lord about it.   
 
Healing, provision, opportunity, salvation of the lost, transformation of souls, the feeding of 
the hungry…  
 
Try to steer towards things that really matter.    
 

B. Let what you ask be driven by seeking glory for God.   
 
This text is, after all, a prayer for God to be glorified.  Don’t use this verse to motivate you 
to pray to win the lottery or become a star or something dumb like that.  Ask yourself, 
“What would glorify God?  What would impact eternity?” And then let’s pray big prayers 
such that people will see GOD’s answer and be in awe. 
 
Think about this. What ultimately brings glory to God?  Lives that get turned around and on 
track with Him.  People that get delivered from the grasp that satan has on them through 
addiction, debt, disease and such. 
 
When a child is orphaned or abused and experiences some kind of trauma that disrupts 
their learning and development, what would glorify God?  How about a safe, loving family 
to grow up in?  That’s a turnaround story. 
 



I pray for more Christ-centered foster homes than we have foster children in Sauk County.  
The other day I learned that in Sauk County we have no foster parents in place who will 
take teenagers.   
 
That means if a teenager goes into foster care they have to leave their school district and 
either enter a group home or the home of a foster parent in another county. 
 
Now, how might this doxology shape my prayer about this issue? 
 
I remember reading a story in the book Radical about the church in Alabama that decided 
their membership would provide all the foster homes the county needed.  Granted, it was a 
large church and had lots of families.   
 
But would that glorify God in the church and in the Christ?  That’s praying big and aiming in 
God’s zone of ability.  It wasn’t selfish; it was motivated by the love of God and the glory of 
God. 
 

God’s tool bag has things we don’t know about in it.  When you read the Bible you see God respond 
and intervene in ways no one would ever ask.   
 
Think of the ways He motivated the pharaoh of Egypt to release the Israelites.  Think about those 
plagues.  God delivered an entire army sending hornets on their enemies.  Hornets!  God held the 
rotation of the earth during a battle for Joshua so nightfall would not interfere with the progress. 
 
God has a tool bag with things He can do that man has not yet seen.  We serve a glorious and 
powerful God and we need to let that shape what we ASK of Him.   
 
Inspiration #2: It inspires hope for what WE can become. 
 
Look at v. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to his power that is at work within us 
 
His power far exceeds all what we could ask or dream; and that power is at work within us.  
 
“within us” 
 
I don’t often place bets.  But if I were to place a bet, it would be that most of us probably don’t have 
our internal world on the list of things we want His power to touch. 
 
What I mean is I wonder how little are prayers actually focus on what we want God to do “in us”.   
 
The spiritual power we need for serving Christ, for loving the lost, for overcoming fear, for forgiving 
other people, for sharing the gospel is “at work within us”.   
 



The bible teaches us that when we decide to trust Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior our old man dies 
and a new man comes alive.  Christ in us is the Hope of Glory.  Old things pass away, all things become 
new.  We are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.   All these things are said, which describe a new reality at 
work within us, so that what we do, we no longer do alone.  What we attempt, we no longer attempt 
by our strength but by the power at work within us.   
 
I think, up here (in our heads), we intellectually understand that.  That God empowers us to live and 
serve and act in a strength not our own.   
 
But that is different from what we are becoming.  The power at work in us is not merely for what God 
wants us to do – but for what God wants us to become like.  For becoming something better than 
what we currently are. 
 
God’s power at work in us can help us become people: 

1. Who don’t take up offenses so easily. 
2. Who don’t hold grudges so much. 
3. Who forgive more quickly and more easily. 
4. Who have more love within them. 
5. Who are more patient with people than we have ever been before. 
6. Who are less judgmental. 
7. Who are more self-controlled and even-tempered. 
8. Who desire ungodly, unwholesome things less and less. 

 
The power of God is there to empower a more godly and holy character and being.  What do you 
want to be like?  How would it be good for you to be different than you are?  Guess what? 
 
This prayer inspires us to believe that God’s ability to do infinitesimally more than we can ask for or 
dream about is already present within the believer.   
 
God can change me.  God can change you.  And we’d all do well to begin thinking and praying about 
the changes we’d like to see in ourselves.   
 
Sometimes we are just flat out too tolerant of ourselves.  We tolerate stuff in ourselves that should 
not be tolerated.  Christians who are ok about leaving things unhealed.  They can blow their lid about 
something or act inappropriate in some way and then never bother making things right and asking the 
tough question of ourselves. 
 
Where did that come from?  Why did I act that way?  Why did I handle something in such a manner?  
Instead we justify and tolerate it as no big deal. 
 
What do you see in Jesus that you would like to see in the mirror?  Let’s believe that God not only has 
great things to do through us -- but also great things to do in us.  Whether we are 15 or 50 or 75; 
Teenagers, parents, or grandparents. 
 
  



Conclusion:  
 
The effect that this beautiful little stanza can have is this: It can inspire us to pray more boldly, dream 
bigger, and attempt great things in service to Christ and the Gospel.  But, hopefully, it can help us to a 
place of faith that with an all-powerful God living inside of us, we can become just like what God 
envisions we can be. 
 
We will be able to do and be what is hard for us to even imagine. 
 
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or think according to the power 

that is at work within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations forever and ever. Amen 

 
The ultimate aim of the gospel is to bring great glory to God by what it does in and through ordinary 
people like us that make up the church in every generation, in every nation around the globe. 
 
Christ in us is the hope of (God receiving) glory!! 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 
  

 


