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Mark 16:14-20                                           
 

14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided 
them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them 
which had seen him after he was risen. 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And 
these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 they shall take up serpents; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover.  
 

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and 
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following. Amen (KJV). 

 
JESUS REBUKES THE APOSTLES 
 
Mark 16:14                                           
 

14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided 
them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them 
which had seen him after he was risen (KJV). 

 
By this time there were only eleven disciples left since Judas had committed suicide. After 
he had betrayed Jesus he was filled with remorse and sought to return the thirty pieces of 
silver the chief priests and the Sanhedrin. They refused to receive the money citing it as 
blood money unworthy to be put into their treasury. Matthew’s account characterizes the 
account and gives one prophetic fulfillment of this event. 
 
Matthew 27:3-10 
 

3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, 
repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, 4 saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent 
blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. 5 And he cast down 
the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. 
6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to 
put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. 7 And they took 
counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. 
8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. 9 Then was 
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fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremie the prophet, saying, And they took 
the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the 
children of Israel did value; 10 and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord 
appointed me (Zechariah 11:12-13; Jeremiah 18:1-4,19:1-13, 32:6-15), (KJV). 

 
In keeping with the hypocrisy of the Jewish religious authorities we see here it continues. 
They were only too willing to pay a prophecied thirty pieces of silver to have Judas betray 
Jesus but claimed the money to be unlawful for them to take when Judas offered to return 
it in his guilt. They refused to break their sacred law for some actions but as we have seen 
were only too willing to break it multiple times to try and execute Jesus. They decided to 
use the money to fund burials for indigents and foreigners. Graveyards and tombs were 
considered to be unclean places. So this appealed to them as a fitting place to put unclean 
money. 
 
After the Lords ascension back to Heaven Peter continued the story of Judas’ suicide 
preceding the selection of another apostle to replace Judas citing another prophetic 
fulfillment. 
 
Acts 1: 15-20 
 

15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the 
number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) 16 Men and 
brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost 
by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to 
them that took Jesus. 17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part 
of this ministry. 18 Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; 
and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed 
out. 19 And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that 
field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of 
blood. 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, 
and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take (Psalm 
69:25) (KJV). 

 
Jesus enters the place where they were hiding while they were eating dinner and rebuked 
them strongly because of their unbelief even though they had all the Old Testament 
prophecies regarding His death along with His frequent telling them about His death and 
Resurrection for the last three and a half years. Mark used strong language to describe the 
rebuke, which is oneidisen in Gr. This verb is used nowhere else in the Gospels of Jesus. 
The term for hardness is sklerokardian, which means a hard heart. They had the best 
eyewitness experience of anyone, which prepared them for the difficulties they would all 
encounter as they began their life of evangelization. 
 
JESUS GIVES THE GREAT COMMISSION 
 
Mark 16:15-16 
 

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned (KJV). 
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This is what we call the Great Commissions. It clearly calls for the apostles to start 
evangelizing the entire world that is all people everywhere. Paul cites the gospel is to go to 
the Jew first and then to the Gentile (Romans 1:16) but, nowhere is there any message to 
exclude any person or people group on the earth. If a person does not accept this offer of 
salvation he or she is condemned. Matthew’s gospel further defines this command to 
include the making of disciples as well (Matthew 28:18-20). This provides for a wider 
dissemination of the good news of the salvation of mankind. Some have mistakenly read 
this to suggest that baptism is required for salvation. In fact entire ministries of some 
groups center around this mistaken concept. One affirmation of this is Jesus response to 
the criminal on the cross with Him therefore we know that baptism is not required for 
salvation (Luke 23:43). It is the outward sign of what has already taken place internally. 
That is, the regeneration of the human spirit. Paul makes it very clear what is taking place 
and required for salvation. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: 9 not of works, lest any man should boast (KJV). 

 
These two verses make it quite clear that there is nothing anyone can do to achieve 
salvation since it is a gift of God. Baptism, which is a work so to speak, is not the means 
of imparting salvation. Salvation is God’s gift and baptism is an outward sign of 
recognition and declaration of what God has already done in the spirit of man who has 
accepted the gift. 
 
Romans 10:9-13 
 

9 that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12 For there is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon him. 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved (KJV). 

 
Paul again affirms this with Romans 10:9-13. He says that belief is the conduit through 
which God provides our salvation. Then confession is made to affirm what has taken place 
within the individual. This confession with the mouth is analogous to baptism. Both 
describe a public declaration of our salvation to all who will listen of what God had done 
inside of us. 
 
The outcome of a refusal to accept the gift of salvation is eternal damnation. Jesus is 
quoted in John’s gospel saying that the one who does not believe is already condemned 
(John 3:18). The entire world fell in a sinful state that continued until the substitutionary 
atonement of Jesus. He alone provides for the salvation of all peoples past present and 
future. But this is only if one accepts the gift. The Bible speaks more about Hell than it 
does about Heaven so as to make it quite clear what happens to an unsaved person. 
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GOD IS IN COMPLETE CONTROL OF HELL 
 
Matthew 10:28 
 

28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell (KJV). 

 
HELL WAS PREPARED INITIALLY FOR SATAN AND THE DEMONS 
 
Matthew 25:41 
 

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels (KJV). 

 
PUNISHMENT IN HELL IS ETERNAL 
 
Isaiah 66:24 
 

24 And they shall go forth, and look Upon the carcases of the men that have 
transgressed against me: For their worm shall not die, Neither shall their fire 
be quenched; And they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh (KJV). 

 
Luke 16:26 
 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that 
they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, 
that would come from thence (KJV). 

 
Daniel 12:2 
 

2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt (KJV). 

 
Matthew 25:46 
 

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into 
life eternal (KJV). 

 
Mark 9:43 
 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched (KJV). 

 
Jude 7 
 

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them, in like manner 
giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set 
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire (KJV). 
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Revelation 14:11 
 

11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they 
have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and 
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name (KJV). 

 
HELL IS A PLACE OF SEPARATION FROM GOD 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:9 
 

9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power (KJV). 

 
HELL IS A PLACE OF FIRE 
 
Matthew 3:12 
 

12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather 
his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire  
(KJV). 

 
Matthew 13:41–42 
 

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42 and shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth (KJV). 
 

Matthew 13:49-50 
 

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever 
the wicked from among the just, 50 and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth (KJV). 

 
Revelation 20:13-15 
 

13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according 
to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire (KJV). 

 
HELL IS FOR THE WICKED 
 
Psalm 9:17 
 

 17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that forget God 
(KJV). 
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THE WISE WILL AVOID HELL 
 
Proverbs 15:24 
 

 24 The way of life is above to the wise,  That he may depart from hell beneath 
(KJV). 

 
WE CAN ENDEAVOR TO SAVE OTHERS FROM HELL 
 
Proverbs 23:14 
 

14 Thou shalt beat him with the rod,  And shalt deliver his soul from hell (KJV). 
 
Jude 23 
 

23 and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the 
garment spotted by the flesh (KJV). 

 
HELL HAS NO POWER OVER THE CHURCH 
 
Matthew 16:18 
 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (KJV). 

 
Revelation 20:6 
 

6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years (KJV). 

 
MIRACULOUS SIGNS FOR THE APOSTLES 
 
Mark 16:17-18 
 

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 they shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands 
on the sick, and they shall recover.  

 
These five signs attest to all who believed during the apostolic era. These signs 
authenticated the belief of the earliest believers and were not for any period after that. 
These sign gifts were used to jump-start the Church in the first century (II Corinthians 
12:12; Hebrews 2:3-4). Apostolic believers would be able to do miraculous things in Jesus’ 
name. They would drive out demons, which showed Jesus’ victory over Satan’s control. 
Many of Jesus’ followers had already been given this gift and had already expelled 
demons. The early church clearly did this too (Acts 8:7; 16:18; 19:15–16). They would be 
able to speak in new tongues. This is generally presumed to refer to natural foreign 
languages that allowed the evangelizers to communicate with other people groups 
regarding the gospel. This was clearly shown to be effective at the birth of the Church at 
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Pentecost (Acts 2:4–11) and later in apostolic period of the early church (Acts 10:46; 19:6; 
1 Corinthians 12:10; 14:1–24). At Pentecost there were Jewish men from the diaspora who 
came to Jerusalem and could hear the gospel in their own language. Languages which the 
apostles spoke and had no previous training for. 
 
Mark 16:18 in Greek should be rendered as conditional clauses with the third clause as the 
conclusion. This should be more correctly read “And if they be compelled to pick up 
snakes with their hands and if they should be compelled to drink deadly poison, it shall by 
no means harm them.” This promise of immunity by divine protection in either situation 
refers to occasions when persecutors would force believers to do these things or there was 
an accidental occasion. There is no intention to suggest that all believers should have this 
immunity or test the Lord with attempting to perform these foolish practices. Since Paul’s 
encounter with a snake at Malta was unintentional he received immunity (Acts 28:3–5). 
There are no records of either of these practices in the New Testament. This section ends 
with the final sign gift of healing wherein the apostles would put their hands on sick 
people and they would get well. Supernatural healing is mentioned in Acts 28:8 and the 
gift of healing was prevalent in the early church (1 Corinthians 12:30)  
 
THE ASCENSION 
 
Mark 16:19-20 
 

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and 
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following. Amen (KJV). 

 
Mark quickly moves through the forty days that Jesus was still on the earth in His 
resurrected body. During that time he appeared to many people before He ascended (Acts 
1:9). The apostles and other eyewitnesses watched Him ascend form the Mount of Olives. 
As He went up angels assured the watchers that Jesus would return in a like manner the 
second time in clouds. He sent the Holy Spirit to comfort them as well as empower them 
to start the Church spreading the gospel. When Jesus work was complete He sat down at 
the right hand of God The Father where He had authority over Heaven and earth (Romans 
8:34; Hebrews 1:3, 8:1). 
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