
1 
 

What Is Revelation?       Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       June 21, 2015 
 

KJV – Psalm 19:1-9 

“What Is Revelation?” 

Introduction: 

     Just what is revelation? Revelation is all that God has revealed unto man. It comes by two 
means, through general revelation and special revelation. General revelation is all that God 
has revealed in the world around us, it reaches unto all people and encompasses the entire 
globe as told to us in the 19th Psalm.  

Psalm 19:1-9 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 

4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them 
hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 

5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a 
race. 

6 His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is 
nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making 
wise the simple. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and 
righteous altogether. 

     This text here gives us a picture of a portion of revelation given to man. It includes the 
evidence of creation and even the conscience of man as Paul tells us in Romans chapters 
one and two.  
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Romans 1:17-22 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith. 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto 
them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse: 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools. 

     This is revelation by God to man, look at Romans chapter two. 

Romans 2:14-16 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

     God’s revelation can bring light and truth if obeyed to all, however if God through this 
general revelation is rejected it brings darkness that leads to condemnation. The second 
means of revelation is special revelation; this is God’s message in what was codified in the 
Bible as communicated by various means.  

     Special revelation is how God has chosen to reveal Himself through miraculous means. 
Special revelation includes physical appearances of God, dreams, visions, the written Word 
of God, and most importantly His Son the LORD Jesus Christ. The Bible records God 
appearing in physical form many times and the Bible records God speaking to people 
through dreams and visions this is special revelation in how that God reveals His message.  
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Here are some various means by which God has delivered special revelation to man down 
through the ages: 

     The Urim & Thurmin – Two special selected precious stones that were used as sort of 
the same function as a lot to determine the outcome to decide something in accordance 
with God’s Will. 

     Dreams & Visions – Used by God to reveal truth to both saved and unsaved. This 
method is not outdated as some might think, however God has put a pause on this method 
of special revelation. It will be used again before the Second Coming of the LORD Jesus 
Christ, primarily in the last seven years of tribulation, Daniel’s 70th week. 

     The LORD Jesus Christ – “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” Our LORD 
Jesus Christ is the most powerful source of special revelation because He is the living Word. 
Biblical truths were constantly revealed in the words and works of Jesus Christ and the 
LORD Himself is the proof of the authority of the Scriptures by His testimony. The truths, 
speaking, signs, and special revelation were revealed by the LORD and we have all we need 
the “living Word” and “His written Word.” Nothing can be added to it or northing taken 
away.  

     Theophanies – A theophany is a super-natural pre incarnated or post ascension 
appearance of God for a special purpose. In most cases to execute judgment or to give 
special revelation to man. Some examples were the appearances to Abram, Isaac, Jacob, 
Daniel, the three Hebrew children. Others that are often overlooked are portions of 
Scripture where it states that “The Angel of the LORD appeared,” another common 
overlooked theophany is “And the Word of the LORD came to . . . .” 

     Angels – Several times within the Scriptures God used angels to reveal special revelation 
to mankind.  God has used angels to reveal special revelation to people like Daniel, the 
mother and father of John the Baptist, Mary and Joseph and many others within the 
Scriptures. 

     Prophets – This use to reveal special revelation as we see in the Old Testament, the 
Gospels and Bible Prophecy has been limited by time to Israel. God used prophets to preach 
and teach the LORD’s message to reveal special revelation. Prophets are not in use today, 
John the Baptist was the last for that past era and was the greatest among men. However 
God will usher in the use of Prophets one final time for the use of His special revelation 
within Daniel’s 70th week, the tribulation period. 
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     The Scriptures – Currently our present day source of special revelation, because this is 
what the LORD is currently using in this current despensation to reveal special revelation, 
the Bible. God’s infallible and inerrant written Word. 

II Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

     This is God’s direct divine revelation to mankind. It is pure and it can be trusted because 
it is literally God breathed.  

II Peter 1:20-21  

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     This is the revelation of God given to men for the purpose of the belief on the truth. But 
with it comes great responsibility. Those who reject light, reject truth, reject revelation, and 
reject the Gospel when they hear it will be worse off than the wicked people that never 
receive truth.  

 

Matthew 10:11-18 

11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide 
till ye go thence. 

12 And when ye come into an house, salute it. 

13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your 
peace return to you. 

14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house 
or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 

15 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the 
day of judgment, than for that city. 
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Matthew 11:20-24 

20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because 
they repented not: 

21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were 
done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes. 

22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, 
than for you. 

23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if 
the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. 

24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment, than for thee. 

 

Luke 12:47-48     

47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men 
have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 

     Jesus has told us how to live until he comes: We must watch for him, work diligently, and 
obey his commands. Such attitudes are especially necessary for leaders. Watchful and 
faithful leaders will be given increased opportunities and responsibilities. Just like this 
applies for the lost as well, the measure of light revealed unto them, the measure of truth 
and revelation given; they are required to heed and obey.  

      God given divine revelation carries with it a great responsibility, the weight of your 
eternal destiny because the more you know, the more you will be held accountable for. This 
is the great responsibility that comes with the receiving of God’s revelation.  

 


