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Colossians 1:1–2 

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Grace to You 

Colossians 1:1-2 
 
INTRO: 
 
 The letters of the first century were written a little differently than the letters we write 
today. In the time that the Apostle Paul wrote his letters it was customary to start a letter by 
identifying the author and then describing the folks to whom the letter was addressed. We see 
this pattern here in the letter to the Colossians.  
 
 What does the Apostle Paul want most for the church at Colossae? Paul wanted them to 
have God’s grace and peace. 
 I. The Addresser and Addressees (v. 1-2a) 
II. Grace and Peace (v. 2b) 
 
I. The Addresser and Addressees (v. 1-2a) 
 

A. The Apostle Paul had never visited Colossi prior to this letter. We know this because of 
what he wrote in Colossians 2:1. 

“For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in 
Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh.”  

Because of this, Paul began his letter carefully identifying himself to this church:  
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother.” 
(Colossians1:1) 
 

1. Paul claims a rank in the church of God which only a few hold. He is “an apostle.” We 
know from the rest of the New Testament that Apostles were men who were uniquely 
called and empowered to bring revelation to the baby church. They were men who had 
seen the risen Christ and were personally commissioned by Him. They were men who 
had authority over the churches. 

 
2. Timothy, his co-worker joins him in this letter, but notice that his position is not that 
of “apostle” but of “brother.” 

 



September 6, 2015 AM Message Page 2 
 Dr. Don Gommesen 

B. Having stated who Paul and Timothy are, Paul identified the church which received the 
letter — “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse.” (v.2) 
There are two very significant ways that these folks were described. 

 
1. They were “saints.” They were people who have come to faith in the Lord Jesus and 

who are a part of the local church. The word translated “saints” is literally “holy ones.” 

They were set apart as the Lord’s particular possession. They were also set apart for His 
use. They are a people who, together with the Holy Spirit, grow in holiness.  

 
2. They were described as “faithful brethren.”  The people, who were the church of 
Colossae, were people of “faith,” and that “faith” in their lives produced “faithfulness.” 

 
II. Grace and Peace (v. 2b) 
 

A. Paul wished grace and peace be theirs.    (v.2b) 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Paul desired them to be aware of their constant experience of grace in their lives and the 
peace which flowed from that grace. To understand this prayer for the church in Colossae 
we need to understand three things about God’s grace in our lives. 

 
1. Our standing before God is because of His grace alone. We read in Romans 5:1-2,  

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  

We in our natural state are under the wrath of a holy God. Only through the grace of 
God extended to us in the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, can we be reconciled 
to God. Remember Ephesians 2:8-9?  

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

The first expression of grace that he desired the Colossians to know was saving grace. 
 

2. All of our blessings in this present life come to us through God’s grace. Back in the 
prologue of the Gospel of John we read: 

 “And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace”    (John 1:16).   
We have received from God the Son, “grace after grace.” Every good gift comes from 
God and none of them are deserved. The special gifts and promises our God gives us are 
all out of His magnificent grace. The second manifestation of grace that Paul desired for 
this church was that they would recognize their blessings were not deserved but were 
all of grace. 

 
3. We also need to understand that our usefulness to God comes only through God’s 
grace. In 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 Paul wrote about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In listing evidence of the resurrection, Paul writes about how it changed his life.  



September 6, 2015 AM Message Page 3 
 Dr. Don Gommesen 

“For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly 
than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”  

Although the resurrection transformed him, anything that he, the Apostle Paul 
accomplished was not because of his abilities or talents, it was all through the grace of 
God. I am intrigued with verses like Acts 14:26, 

“From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the 
grace of God for the work which they had completed.”  

While we commission missionaries, I wonder how often we commend them to the grace 
of God? Do we recognize that anything that we accomplish of eternal value God did 
through us by grace? Third, Paul wanted them to receive and know serving grace. 

 
B. The result of God’s grace in our lives is peace. So, Paul prayed for “peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (v.2b) This peace is not simply the lack of 
conflict. Peace is the sense of joy and well-being that we have in Christ. It seems best to 
understand the peace that Paul writes about here as everything that makes for well-being 
that is a result of a growing and trusting relationship with the living God. 

 
1. Paul wanted them to experience peace of God. God’s Peace comes by walking in 
fellowship with Him and obedience to Him. Paul wrote later in this book.  

“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one 
body; and be thankful.”    (Colossians 3:15) 

Peace is a result of the grace of God at work in our lives. 
 
2. The real question all of this asks us is “Do we actively recognize how much we owe to 
the grace of God in our lives?”  The third verse of Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
needs to be our theme song. 

 
“O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be/ 

Let Thy goodness like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it.  Prone to leave the Lord I love. 

Here’s my heart O take and seal it; Seal it for Thy courts above.”  


