
John (74): Three Effects of Christ's Crucifixion          Hymns 238, Projected Hymn, 392 

 

I mentioned last week that John's gospel can be loosely divided into two halves—chs.1-11 describe His 

ministry as surrounding 7 miracles, and chs.12-21 describe His last 7 days—thus beginning with ch.12 our 

Savior entered Jerusalem, will partake of the Passover the next day, be betrayed, arrested, crucified, and raised 

from the dead... 

 

Thus we saw last week, beginning with v20, Philip was approached by some Greeks who sought an audience 

with Christ—Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus (v22)—vv23-36 is our 

Savior's response, that was given in the hearing of His disciples as well as unbelieving Jews—having 

considered vv23-26 last week, we come this morning to vv27-33 and the single theme—Three Effects of 

Christ's Crucifixion...  

 

I.   Three Effects of Christ's Crucifixion—vv27-33 

II.  Three Lessons from Christ's Crucifixion  

 

I.   Three Effects of Christ's Crucifixion—vv27-33 

 

A. The Father is glorified—vv27-30 

 

1. V27—"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this 

purpose I came to this hour. Father glorify Your name..." 

2. The first thing I want to do is, remind you what is meant by this term "hour"—if you recall last week I 

suggested it refers to our Savior's crucifixion and subsequent exaltation... 

3. From the first promise of Christ's coming (Gen.3:15), everything has been pointing to and anticipating this 

HOUR... 

4. Thus, our Savior's HOUR (time) began with His arrest, mock-trial, physical abuse, and the death of 

crucifixion... 

5. But it must be remembered, that the very heart of our Savior's suffering, was the endurance of God's 

wrath... 

6. This is why our Savior's soul was in trouble—"My soul is troubled"—that is, it was in turmoil over what 

He anticipated... 

7. Now—I trust it's obvious that our Savior was troubled over the physical abuse and shame that awaited 

Him... 

8. But what troubled our Savior was—the bearing in His human soul, the penalty that our sin justly 

deserved... 

9. Melancthon Jacobus—"It was not a shrinking from mere bodily sufferings...but it was an inward, 

overcoming sense of the divine wrath which He had to endure as a substitute for sinners..."  

10. Dear brethren, it's absolutely impossible for us to grasp, the agony of soul that our Savior endured on the 

cross... 

11. For it was their that His soul was made a sacrifice for sin, and He endured in that soul the penalty for our 

sins... 

12. He, while upon that cross, endured the equivalent, of what sinners will experience for eternity in the fires 

of hell...   

13. Now, before I go further, let me remind you that our Savior is one person in two natures—one human the 

other divine... 

14. Thus, his human nature is comprised of a body and soul—our Savior had a full and real human nature—

body and soul... 

15. It is for this reason, He experienced every human emotion without sin—sorrow, joy, love, and here—

DISTRESS... 

16. In fact, we could even say—He experienced these emotions in the purest and deepest way, more than any 

man... 

17. The reason being—because His human soul was sinless, it was able to experience emotion without the 

distortion of sin... 
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18. The word rendered "troubled" literally means—"to sir up or agitate"—it refers to "the agitation of the 

soul..." 

19. Our Savior's sinless human soul was agitated or stirred up, as He pondered what the cross would mean for 

Him... 

20. And yet He says—"and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this purpose I came to 

this hour..." 

21. In other words—our Savior was determined to endure the cross and shame, regardless of what it all 

entailed... 

22. And thus the question—WHY—what was the reason or reasons, our Savior willingly endured that old 

rugged cross... 

23. Well, I want to answer that question for the remaining time, by suggesting three major effects of Christ's 

crucifixion... 

24. Now let me simply say these are not all the effects of Christ's cross, but they are three found within this 

text... 

25. V28—"Father, glorify Your name"—last week I said, that both Christ and His Father were glorified at the 

cross... 

26. The Father responds—"I have both glorified it and will glorify it again"—that is, the Father was already 

glorified in His earthly ministry... 

27. The phrase—"and will glorify it again"—likely refers to the crucifixion, and also, the subsequent 

exaltation... 

28. In other words—the Son glorified the Father in every thing He did—His life, death, and resurrection, 

glorified Him... 

29. Thus, again, let me clarify—Christ's hour was His crucifixion and exaltation, both of which glorified the 

Father... 

30. Now, the question I want to here answer is—in what ways did Christ's bloody death, glorify the name of 

God... 

31. Ps.85:10-11—"Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed. Truth shall spring 

out of the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven..." 

32. Psalm 85 was written after the Babylonian exile, and thus, anticipates God's gracious salvation, v7—

"show us Your mercy, LORD, and grant us Your salvation..." 

33.  This salvation (from Babylonian captivity), shadowed or foretold our salvation from sin, Satan, and this 

world... 

34. Thus—the salvation promised (v9), is ultimately the salvation purchased or secured through the death of 

Christ... 

35. This is why, the salvation described in vv10-12, is then associated with a single person, v13—

"Righteousness will go before Him, and shall make His footsteps our pathway..." 

36.  In other words—this coming and anticipated salvation, would ultimately and finally be realized in Jesus 

Christ... 

37. In Christ Mercy and Truth have met together, Righteousness and Peace have kissed—and this esp at the 

cross... 

38. This is how the Father was glorified in Christ's crucifixion—all of His attributes are revealed and 

harmonized... 

39. [1] Revealed—that is, His mercy, truth, and righteousness were made known or manifested at the cross of 

Christ... 

40. Now—God's glory is made known in all that God does—for example, even creation tells about God's 

glory... 

41. Rom.1:20—"For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood 

by the things that are made..." 

42. We learn something about God through creation—we learn the Creator is powerful, wise, and above His 

creation... 

43. But in redemption we not only behold His attributes more clearly, we also are able to behold all of His 

attributes... 

44. In creation we only get a glimpse of God—we are not able to see His mercy and grace as we do in 

redemption... 
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45. At the cross of Christ—we behold all of God's attributes—His power, wisdom, righteousness, justice, and 

truth...   

46. Perhaps I can put it this way—nowhere else, but the cross, are all of God's attributes so fully and clearly 

seen... 

47. [2] Harmonized—now by harmonized I mean, all of His attributes are harmonized from apparent 

contradictions...  

48. There obviously are not any TRUE contradictions in God—His attributes are all perfectly and eternally 

harmonized... 

49. In fact—we must go further than this—all of His attributes are various ways of describing His single 

essence... 

50. God is Mercy, He is Truth, He is Righteousness, and He is Peace—these are not merely parts or pieces of 

God... 

51. God isn't one-fourth Mercy, one-fourth Truth, one-forth Righteousness, and one-fourth Peace—these are 

not parts of God... 

52. Our Confession teaches—"God is without parts"—that means, He is one, single, undivided, essence or 

being... 

53. But—we can speak of these attributes as being harmonized at the cross, if we mean, they were vindicated 

from all apparent contradiction... 

54. For here at the cross, every single divine perfection is given equal glory, and thus not a single one is 

neglected... 

55. It's for this reason the Psalmist speaks about Mercy and Truth meeting, and Righteousness and Peace 

kissing... 

56. That is, he pairs up two seemingly contrary (or opposite) attributes, and describes them as being 

reconciled...  

57. Ralph Erskine (The harmony of the divine attributes displayed)—"Not one attribute of the divine Majesty 

can, or will be glorified to the dishonor of any other attribute, but mutually embrace each other in their 

everlasting arms..." 

 

B. The devil is cast out—v31  

 

1. V31—"Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out"—that is, through 

His crucifixion... 

2. In other words—the cross of Christ, would have a direct impact upon this world and Satan—consider two 

ways... 

3. [1] The world is judged—that is the world of lost sinners, Jews and Romans, as influenced and controlled 

by Satan... 

4. William Hendriksen—"We take the term world here as indicating the Jewish people who rejected him 

their leaders who condemned him, Judas who betrayed him, the soldiers who mocked him, Pilate who 

sentenced him – in brief, this whole society of evil men, alienated from God and having the devil as its 

prince..." 

5. Thus—it appeared that Satan won at the cross, in that he influenced a world of sinners to crucify God's 

Son... 

6. But—in fact, that very crucifixion was the means of their judgment, because to reject it, is to reject all 

salvation...   

7. The cross is a judgment upon those who reject it—it's a judgment upon those who ridicule, deride, and 

mock it...  

8. [2] The ruler is cast out—by "ruler of this world" is obviously Satan, who is the ruler or god of this evil 

world...  

9. Thus, the question becomes—In what way was Satan "cast out" through the crucifixion or cross work of 

Christ... 

10. Well, I suggest the answer is found in v32—"And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples 

to Myself..." 

11. As we shall see in a few minutes, by "all peoples" is meant—the Gentiles, or people from every tribe and 

nation... 
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12. Thus—by being "cast out" is meant—Satan will no longer hold the entire Gentile world in darkness or 

bondage... 

13. In other words—Christ is going to send His gospel into all the nations, and deliver sinners from Satan's 

kingdom... 

14. Thus—by being "cast out" is meant—Satan will lose the position that he once had before the cross, that of 

blinding the nations... 

15. Through His cross work, Christ would loosen the grip that Satan had over the nations, He would bind the 

strong man...  

16. Matt.12:29—"Or how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the 

strong man? And then he will plunder his house..." 

17. This is simply a figurative way of saying, the exact same things we find in Jn.12:31-32—notice two 

things... 

18. [a] Binding—Christ binds the strong man (Satan), through His cross work—that is, He limits Him in some 

way... 

19. [b] Plundering—Christ then plunders his house—that is, having bound Satan, Christ now saves the 

nations...  

20. Rev.20:2—"He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 

a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal  on him, so that 

he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished..." 

 

C. The sin debt is paid—vv32-33  

 

1. V32—"And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself"—this verse has two basic 

parts... 

2. [1] If I am lifted up from the earth—this refers to our Savior's death, in which He would atone for our 

sins...  

3. Thus, John interprets this phrase for us, v33—"This He said, signifying by what death He would die"—He 

would be lifted up on a cross... 

4. I mentioned last week, one primary reason our Savior's death was that of crucifixion, was because it was 

public... 

5. Our Savior was lifted up upon a cross, outside of a large city, that was swollen with up to a million 

worshipers...   

6. Why—but because the Father intended to let everyone see the extent His love—the cross was a public 

platform... 

7. But, there is another reason, why Christ was lifted up upon a cross, and that was to fulfil the OT type 

(Num.21:7-9)...  

8. Jn.3:14-16—"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 

life..." 

9. If you remember, because of their grumbling, the people had been bitten by fiery serpents, and were 

dying... 

10. God in His mercy provided the remedy—a brass serpent lifted high upon a pole—a type and shadow of 

Christ...   

11. Thus, when our Savior says—"If I be lifted up"—He means, If I become the surety for the sins of My 

people... 

12. If I become their ransom—if I pay their sin debt—If I purchase them—If I satisfy divine justice on their 

behalf... 

13. [2] I will draw all peoples to Myself—by "all peoples" Christ meant people from every tribe, tongue, and 

nation...  

14. Melancthon Jacobus—"The term all here used in reference to men, means all without distinction; not all 

without exception—all nations, and not the Jews alone..." 

15. By "draw to Myself" is meant—effectually and savingly—He will bring to Himself His sheep scattered 

throughout the earth... 
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16. His crucifixion or death, ensures that certain people, throughout this world, will be drawn to Him and 

saved... 

17. Put another way—Christ's death actually bought the salvation of His people—it was a real ransom that 

redeems... 

18. His death bought every aspect of our salvation—our regeneration, justification, sanctification, and 

glorification...  

19. In other words—Christ's death didn't merely make salvation possible, but it actually made salvation 

certain... 

20. Now—before I leave this last point, let me point out that Christ is not only the cause but object of this 

drawing... 

21. That is—Christ draws sinners to Himself—He draws them to Himself as the once slain but now reigning 

Lamb... 

22. 1Cor.2:2—"For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified"—

Christ must be lifted up—first by way of crucifixion, and secondly by way of proclamation... 

 

II.  Three Lessons from Christ's Crucifixion  

 

1. Here, I simply want to be suggestive, and set before you, three grand and beautiful lessons from what 

we've learned... 

2. [1] Let every Christian rest in the love of a crucified Savior—brethren, it's not possible to fully grasp these 

words... 

3. V27—"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this 

purpose I came to this hour..."  

4. This verse describes the unshakable resolve of our Savior, to endure the unspeakable sufferings of the 

cross... 

5. Jn.13:1—"having loved His  own who were in the world, He loved them to the end"—to the end of His 

mission... 

6. Thus—when I say we must "rest in the love of a crucified Savior"—I mean, rest in His love shown at the 

cross... 

7. REST or TRUST in what this love accomplished—rest or trust in what this love purchased and secured for 

us...  

8. This was the prayer of the apostle for the Ephesians, that they would—"know the love of Christ which 

passes knowledge" (Eph.3:19).... 

9. That is—the love that Christ has for us is beyond exhausting—it's impossible to plumb the depths of His 

love... 

10. Thus—I want to digress just a few minutes, and suggest three benefits of resting in the love of a crucified 

Savior... 

11. [a] It gives greater ASSURANCE—that is, the more we understand His troubles, the less our soul will be 

troubled...  

12. The more we fully grasp and rest in His death, the more we should be assured, there is no more wrath for 

us...  

13. Matthew Poole—"That He was truly troubled, and that such a trouble did truly agree to His office as 

Mediator, is a great foundation of peace, quiet, and satisfaction to us..." 

14. Put another way—since Christ as our Mediator was troubled in our place, there is nothing but peace left 

for us... 

15. Now—this doesn't deny, that for various reasons, our consciences are at times troubled and agitated for 

sin... 

16. But my point is this—here lies the remedy for this trouble and distress—Jesus Christ was troubled on my 

behalf... 

17. All of the eternal turmoil and distress that I deserve, He endured—this is the grounds of all my peace and 

joy...  

18. [b] It gives greater CONFIDENCE—by this I mean, if God gave us His Son, will He not also give us all 

things we need... 
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19. Rom.8:32—"He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 

Him also freely give us al things..."  

20. [c] It gives greater MOTIVATION—by this I mean, a knowledge of Christ's dying love motivates us to 

obey...  

21. The more you are assured you are forgiven, confident that He will keep you, the more zealous you become 

to serve Him... 

22. [2] Let every Christian rejoice in God's wisdom seen at the cross—how amazing is God's plan of 

redemption... 

23. The cross is like a multifaceted diamond—look at it from any angle, and it shines form with beautiful 

glory...     

24. Here we behold the power of God, the holiness of God, the righteousness of God, and the goodness of 

God... 

25. [3] Let every Christian hold forth the cross to a world of lost sinners—Satan has been cast out, and 

salvation secured...  

23. This is the great message we are privileged to proclaim—we must not only trust in the cross, but proclaim 

it... 

24. What a message to proclaim—that through His cross, Christ has glorified God, defeated Satan, and 

secured salvation...  


