
The Doctrine of the Word of God: SUFFICIENCY 

Recall the five characteristics of Scripture: 

1. Authority 

2. Inerrancy 

3. Clarity 

4. Necessity 

5. Sufficiency 

Have you ever wondered if the Bible is really able to help you with your deepest 

problems? Have you struggled to know what to do with your life, and wished you 

had some special ‘word’ from the Lord? Have you ever thought to yourself that 

the biblical teachings on things like sexuality need updating? Have you ever 

wished for a more direct, more personal revelation than what you get from slowly 

reading through the Bible? Have you ever wanted to take something out of the 

Bible to make it more palatable? Have you ever felt like the Bible just wasn’t 

enough for living a faithful life in today’s world? 

 If you can answer ‘yes’ to any of these questions – and we all will at times – 

then you are struggling with the sufficiency of Scripture.  

Grudem’s definition of sufficiency is excellent: 

The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained all the words 

of God that He intended His people to have at each stage of redemptive 

history, and that it now contains all the words of God that we need for 

salvation, for trusting Him perfectly, and for obeying Him perfectly.1 

This reminds us that it is in Scripture alone that we are to search for God’s words 

to us. 

 God considers what He has told us in the Bible to be enough for us. 
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- Thus, we must be content with the Scriptures we have. As John Frame 

says, God has chosen to rule His church permanently by a Book.2 
 

 E.g. of Catholics, Pentecostals, and Liberals who seek ‘more’ 

revelation than what God has given us in His Word. 
 

 Unfortunately, the inevitable result of this epistemology will be that 

the Word of God is not their ultimate authority, and gives them 

potential excuses for disobedience to God’s words in Scripture.  

But, according to the inspired apostle Paul, all Scripture is breathed out by God, 

that the believer “may be complete” (HSCB), equipped for every good work (2 

Tim. 3:16-17). 

 Thus, there is no “good work” that God wants us to do other than those 

that are taught somewhere in Scripture. 
 

- Cf. the parallelism in Psa. 119:1. 
 

 Those who are “blameless” are those who “walk in Yahweh’s 

law/teaching.” 

So what? 

1. The sufficiency of Scripture keeps tradition in its place 
 

This doctrine undergirds the Reformation cry of Sola Scriptura. That is, 

Scripture alone is our final authority in all matters. 
 

 As helpful as traditions or creeds, councils or confessions may be, they 

must be kept in their right place, that is, subject to the ‘bar’ of 

Scripture. 
 

- Such things are helpful in a supportive role, and can confirm and 

illuminate the truths in Scripture. But by no means do they 

determine what we are to believe or how we are to live. 
 

2. Because Scripture is sufficient, we will not add to or subtract from the Word 
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 When coming to the Bible, we must always remember that we are 

coming to a covenantal book. And covenantal books typically conclude 

with a covenantal inscription curse. 
 

- Cf. Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:5-6; Rev. 22:18-19. 
 

 DeYoung: “This strong admonition, at the end of the whole 

Bible no less, is a strong reminder that we must not add 

anything to the Scriptures – to make them better, safer, or 

more in line with our assumptions – and we must not subtract 

anything from them, even if experience, academic journals, or 

the mood of the culture insist that we must.”3 
 

3. Scripture’s sufficiency reminds us that God’s Word is relevant to all of life 

In His Word, God has given us all we need for life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3), 

and Scripture is enough to make us wise for salvation and holy unto the Lord 

(2 Tim. 3:14-17). 

 If we can learn to read the Bible down (into our hearts), across (the plot 

line of Scripture), out (to the end of the story), and up (to the glory of 

God in the face of Christ), we will find that every bit of Scripture is 

profitable to us.4 

To affirm the sufficiency of Scripture is not to suggest that the Bible tells us 

everything we want to know about everything, but it does tell us everything 

we need to know about what matters most. 

 In the Scriptures, we have enough knowledge to turn from sin, find a 

Savior, make good decisions, please God, and get to the root of our 

deepest problems.5 
 

4. The sufficiency of Scripture tells us that God does not require us to believe 

anything about Himself or His redemptive work that is not found in Scripture. 
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Likewise, by implication, nothing is required of us by God that is not 

commanded in Scripture either explicitly or by (obvious) implication. 
 

5. The sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that in our doctrinal and ethical 

teaching we should emphasize what the Bible emphasizes and be content 

with what God has told us in Scripture. 
 

 It is the characteristic of many cults to emphasize obscure portions or 

teaching of Scripture. 
 

6. The doctrine of Scripture’s sufficiency invites us to open up our Bibles to hear 

the voice of God 
 

 The old adage is true: if you want to hear God’s voice, read the Bible; if 

you want to hear His voice audibly, read it out loud. 
 

- The question is whether or not we will open our Bibles and bother to 

listen.  

Beloved, the Word of God is more than enough for the people of God to live their 

lives to the glory of God. 

 

 

Addendum: Grudem’s understanding of “fallible prophesies.” 
 

This is a simple reminder that no one is infallible, including those who are 

reformed Baptists who write systematic theology books.  
 

 Let us be noble-minded Bereans in all we do (cf. Acts 17:11). 

Basically, Grudem asserts that there are “revelations” in the NT that may or may 

not be correct. Even if they are, they do not carry the same authority of the OT 

prophets or NT apostles. 

 However, this is problematic, and will inevitably questions of determining 

how to know whether a ‘prophetic’ utterance is of the Lord or not will arise. 



The best place to turn is John MacArthur’s book, “Strange Fire,” where an entire 

chapter is devoted to graciously and lovingly showing the errors and dangers to 

Grudem’s understanding of “prophecy.” 

The absolute consensus amongst the leaders at GCC is that after the last apostle 

died, there is no more “special revelation” that God has given, or will give, His 

church (see Eph. 2:20).  

 But this is an entirely different study, and takes us too far afield. 

As we close our study of the doctrine of Scriptures, may we ask God to give us a 

supernatural confidence in their authority, inerrancy, clarity, necessity, and of 

course sufficiency. 

With the Reformers of old, may we live – and die, if necessary – grasping tightly 

and unwaveringly to the basis of our faith and life: Sola Scriptura! 

 

 


