
CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
 

CHAPTER 10.-Of Effectual Calling. 
 

II. This effectuall Call is of Gods free, and speciall grace alone, not from any thing at all 
foreseen in man1, who is altogether passive therein, untill being quickned and renewed by 
the holy Spirit2, he is thereby inabled to answer this Call, and to imbrace the grace offered, 
and conveyed in it3. 
_________________________ 
 
Question 1.—Is the effectual call of God’s free and special grace alone, and not from 
anything foreseen in man? 

Answer.—Yes. Tit. 3:4,5; Eph. 2:4,5,8,9.  The principal efficient cause of effectual 
calling is God; and the impulsive cause is his free mercy, 2 Tim. 1:9.  The instrumental 
cause is the ministry of the Word, 2 Thess. 2:14.  Effectual calling supposes man to be in 
a state: 1.) Distant from God by apostacy and banishment; 1 Cor. 4:9.  2.) Ignorant, 1 Pet. 
2:9.  3.) Enslaved by this evil world, Gal. 1:4.  4.) Dead in sin, Eph. 2:1.  The object of 
effectual calling is man elected, but in himself as yet miserable, natural, carnal, sinful, 
estranged from the life of God, yet dead in sin, Col. 2:13; Tit. 3:3.  It looks to no cause 
foreseen in man, Rom. 9:11.  Therefore, we conclude that the work of effectual calling is 
wholly of sovereign grace, Jas. 1:18; Phil 2:13. 
Question 2.—Is man altogether passive therein, until being quickened and renewed by the 
Holy Spirit? 

Answer.—Yes. 1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 8:7; Eph. 2:5.  Papists and Arminians are in error, 
who maintain that man is not passive but active in his conversion, cf. Job 14:4.  Because 
1.) We are born spiritually dead—in trespasses and sins, Eph. 2:1.  2.) We are servants of 
sin before we are made free men by the Son of God, John 8:34,36.  3.) Because we are 
by nature under the power of Satan and of darkness, Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13; 2 Tim. 2:26.  
4.) It is God who works in us both to will and to do His good pleasure, Phil. 2:13.  5.) The 
flesh lusts against the spirit, Gal. 5:17.  6.) Scripture ascribes the whole of the work unto 
God, and no part to man, Eph. 2:8,9.  Scripture demonstrates that the calling is effectual 
unto salvation as a result of God’s purpose,...―who are the called according to his 
purpose,‖ Rom. 8:28; for the gifts and calling of God are without repentance, Rom. 11:29. 
The actual exercise of faith in those who are called proceeds from this purpose. And as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed, Acts 13:48. 
Question 3.—Is man, by this quickening and renewal, enabled to answer this effectual 
call, and to embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it? 

Answer.—Yes. John 6:37; Ezek. 36:27.  The man enlivened and renewed by the Holy 
Spirit is enabled to embrace the grace offered in the effectual calling, John 5:25; Acts 
16:14. In calling man, God works in harmony with his human nature, Acts 2:41. The Lord 
does not compel the will, but the Lord grants the intellect eyes to perceive the spiritual 
dimension of spiritual things, and by means of that light the Lord penetrates the will and 
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inclines it to embrace the matters with which it is now acquainted and finds desirable, 2 
Cor. 8:3.  The Lord thus engages both the intellect and the will, 2 Cor. 8:16.That this 
regeneration affects the entire man—intellect, affections, and will—is evident—1.) From 
the essential unity of the soul, Ezek. 18:4.  It is the one indivisible ―I‖ which thinks, feels, 
and wills, Prov. 23:7.  If the permanent moral state of the soul is corrupt, all its functions 
must be perverted, Matt. 15:19.  We can have no desire for an object unless we perceive 
its loveliness; nor can we perceive intellectually the loveliness of that which is wholly 
uncongenial to our inherent tastes and dispositions, Judg. 5:2.  2.) The Scriptures 
expressly affirm that sin is essentially deceiving, that innate depravity involves moral 
blindness, and that the natural man cannot receive the things which are spiritually 
discerned, 1 Cor. 2:14; 2 Cor. 4:4;  John 16:3.  3.) The Scriptures expressly affirm that all 
the ―new–born‖ are the subjects of a spiritual illumination of the understanding as well as 
renewal of the affections, John 17:3; 1 Cor. 2:12,13; 2 Cor. 4:6; Eph. 1:18; 1 John 4:7; 
5:20.  4.) In the Bible the phrase ―to give a new heart‖ is equivalent to effect regeneration; 
and the phrase ―heart‖ is characteristically used for the entire interior man—intellect, 
affections, and will, Ezek. 11:19.  Thus, a man so renewed will find spiritual things 
desirable and so embraces them, John 6:44,45; Phil. 2:13. 
Question 4.—How does it appear that effectual calling is of God’s free and special grace? 

Answer.—The free grace of God, being his undeserved favor, is that whereby God 
favors his creature without any desert of his own, for which reason the apostle does not 
discriminate between the grace and good pleasure of God, Eph. 1:7, 9.  The grace of God 
and the love of God are taken indifferently one for another, Rom. 9:13; wherewith from 
eternity there was a grace whereby God loves his elect people so as to root and ground 
them, Eph. 3:17.  This is a special grace which differs from the grace of God that respects 
mankind generally, which is called φιλανθρωπία, Tit. 3:4. 


