
Holding True North-Proper Perspective in a Fallen World 

Book of Job 

 

So, I want all of you to imagine with me a minute that you are in a sailboat on the middle of one of 

the Great Lakes with land nowhere in sight.  It has been a calm day with lots of sunshine and a nice 

breeze.  You are eating grapes and sipping on a nice cold lemonade.  Then, in just a few minutes, a 

big storm blows in, and the next thing you know wind and rain is beating on your face and waves are 

coming up over the bow of the boat.  In just a few minutes you have completely lost your sense of 

direction.  You fumble around and finally find your compass, but wonder how will I ever hold a 

consistent course in the midst of this storm? 

We all find ourselves in the midst of a great storm at some point in our lives.  Most of us go through 

many great storms in our lives.  And we usually ask the same question the sailor would ask, “How will I 

ever hold a consistent course in the midst of this storm?” 

The title of my message is morning is:  Holding True North- Proper Perspective in a Fallen World.   

The last two weeks Pastor Mike has given us a glimpse into the wisdom found in Proverbs and Song 

of Solomon.  Today we will look into the Book of Job.  When we look at the composition of the books 

of the Bible, Pastor Mike has pointed out that they are ordered by genre and not always by when they 

were written.  Job is a good example of this.  Scholars cannot pinpoint exactly when Job was written 

or by whom due to the lack of reference points.  But from what reference points we have, such as 

names, family structure, etc. it is likely it is one of the oldest books of the Bible, if not the oldest.  Let’s 

start by reading Job 1:1-5 to give us a little background on Job and his family. 

Read Job 1:1-5 

From this we see that Job was a man of God.  It says “He was a man of perfect integrity, who feared 

God and turned away from evil.”  We read that God had immensely blessed Job with 10 children and 

the greatest wealth among all the people of the east.  And we read that Job loved his children and 

Job loved God, because vs 4-5 tell us Job would offer burnt sacrifices for all his children, just in case 

they had sinned. 

So up until this point it seems like Job would be the type of blessed man that we would read about in 

Proverbs; Job obeyed God and His wisdom, and God blessed Job.  But when we read on we see that 

Job continues to live Godly, but his life goes from best to worst in the course of a few minutes. 

Read Job 1:13-19 

So now that we have some background information, what is the purpose of the book of Job?   

Job is the wisdom book of real life in a fallen world.  The truth is, life is not always ideal.  Ever since the 

fall of man there has been tragic death and adversity, even among God’s people.  I believe the 

purpose of the book of Job is to show us how we should react to tragic death and adversity when we 

can find no answer to the reason why. 



Now my son, Timothy, is at the stage where is seems like every other word out of his mouth is “why.”  

Timothy, you need to go potty on the toilet…Why?  Timothy, we need to clean up the toys off the 

floor…Why?  

Sometimes it can be so frustrating.  But I have learned that asking “why” is how he learns.  If I give him 

a proper perspective, he understands and will stop asking “why”, or at least ask why about something 

else. 

The truth is, many times we do the same thing with God.  Why do my kids rebel? ...Why did I lose my 

job? ...Why did my dad pass at such an early age? ...Why does my son keep asking why?  But when we 

have a proper perspective on what is going on around us, it is much easier to keep pressing on. 

So today I want us to quickly look at four areas that the book of Job provides wisdom for proper 

perspective. 

The first area is: 

PERSPECTIVE #1:  Wisdom Provides the Proper Perspective on Life and Death 

Read with me Job 1:20-21. 

What we just read happens right after Job learns that his children have all died.   

So what can we learn from this passage that might give us a better perspective on Life and Death? 

a. All things and life are temporary in this world 

Job says, “naked I came from my mother’s womb and naked I will leave this life.  The Lord 

gives, and the Lord takes away.”  Unfortunately, this is just the way of life.  Does it hurt?  

Most definitely!  We see that in vs 20 it says Job “tore his robe and shaved his head.”  That 

might sound a little weird, but we see a few times in the Old Testament that this is what 

they did when they were severely grieving. 

Most of you know that my dad passed away recently.  It hurt; it still hurts.  But what I have 

to keep reminding myself, is that even if he had gotten better, his life, like all of ours, would 

still have ended someday.  And even though this life is temporary, for those who know 

Christ, we are promised a new life, an eternal one that is much better than anything we 

could dream up here.  I will see my dad again, but he will never again fell the pain and 

suffering that he endured before he left this earth.   

The second perspective on life and death that we need is: 

b. All things are in God’s hands 

Job says “The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away.”   

When we look back at the middle of Chapter 1, we see why all of this took place in Job’s 

life.   

Read with me Job 1:6-12 



It is very interesting to me that Satan tells God to stretch out His hand against Job rather 

than asking permission to do these things against Job.  And God does not say, “No, Satan, I 

will not, but you may.”  God says, “very well.”  Many times we get an incorrect view of Satan 

and how God interacts with Satan.  Here I would have thought Satan would have just went 

out, snuck around and did what he wanted, and then God would have fought back; but that 

is not what we see.  This passage paints the picture that Satan can only do what God allows 

him to do.  And that truly makes more sense than the notion that Satan does what he wants 

and God just reacts when He happens to find out. 

A couple things about God we must remember is that God is omnipresent, omniscient and 

omnipotent.  All present, all-knowing and all powerful.  In all of our circumstances, we must 

remember that He is always with us, knows everything, and has the power to work miracles 

beyond our imagination.  But when God does not work those miracles, we must trust that 

God knows what is best, even though we don’t like it or understand it. 

Now many of you, when I started talking about life and death, probably started thinking of 

someone you loved that has passed.  You may have even tuned me out since then, and 

that’s okay.  But what I really got out of Job about life and death, is that we need to take 

hope in that this life and death is temporary.  And no matter how much we don’t 

understand why, we have a loving God who does. 

So I already said that wisdom provides proper perspective on life and death… 

PERSPECTIVE #2:  Wisdom Provides the Proper Perspective on Adversity 

Job definitely had adversity.  Read with me Job 2:1-10 

The first perspective on adversity we need to understand is that: 

a. Adversity is conditional on God. 

Adversity, like death, can only happen when God allows it to happen.  Job certainly 

understands this principle when he says, “Should we accept only good from God and not 

adversity?”  Again, many times we have the misconception that God won’t let bad things 

happen to us.  That however, is contrary to what we see in Scripture.  But what we can take 

peace in is that only the things God allows to take place, can happen.  Example: God told Satan 

the first time that he could not lay a hand on Job.  Most of you were here when Rebekah and I 

gave our testimony about how Timothy fractured his leg and there was an investigation to see 

if there was an abusive situation.  Looking back on that there were just too many 

“coincidences” for that situation to be a coincidence.  The fact that a resident read the x-ray 

wrong.  The fact that my mom worked in the office that was investigating.   The fact that we 

met Kesha, a Christian lady who just started working for Child and Family Services, who spoke 

out boldly on our behalf.  And the fact that every time we got down, someone was there to 

pick us up.  It is very obvious that God had His hand in that situation, and I believe that He 

ultimately turned people’s hearts to end it. 



But again and again we are left with the question of “why?”  Why do bad things happen to 

God’s people?  

James 1:2–4  

2 Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, 3 knowing that 

the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 But endurance must do its complete work, so 

that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.  

Now this verse is not from the book of Job, but it does describe Job’s experience very well.  

Job’s faith was surely tested, his wife even told him to curse God and die.  Job definitely had his 

endurance tested, and when all was said and done, I’m sure he had to be beyond his years in 

maturity and wisdom.  So the next perspective on adversity we must have is: 

b. Adversity is for growth in life. 

Again adversity is not easy; it is by definition the opposite of easy.  When we take this verse to 

heart, it does help us to see the why.  Now that usually helps us very little when we are in the 

midst of the storm, but it does help keep us from being bitter once the storm has passed.  I 

know for myself, reading the book of Job and this verse in James during some of the storms in 

my life have really helped me to have a better perspective, which gave me a better attitude and 

helped me to deal with the question of “Why?”  This growth also has help me to better 

understand: 

 

PERSPECTIVE #3:  Wisdom Provides the Proper Perspective on Ourselves and God 

 

Read Job 42:1-6 with me. 

 

God has never spoke to me in an audible voice, but this is how I always end up feeling after I 

question God.  It’s usually at least a couple days after I question Him, and He just finds a way to 

show me that I cannot even fathom how great our God is. 

Job says, “Surely I spoke about things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.”  

Job’s statement reminds us that: 

a. Our wisdom is finite. 

Now when I was a kid and up through my teenage years, I thought I knew everything.  It has 

actually become a joke around my family about how “all-knowing” I was.  My grandfather 

reminds of a time that we went over to their house near the river, when we came upon an 

animal I had never seen or heard about.  It was a type of fowl that looked to my young eyes to 

be a cross between a chicken and a duck.  So my grandfather, who always likes to joke with me, 

asked if I knew what the animal was.  I thought a second and confidently gave him the best 

answer I had.  It’s a chicken-duck.  Of course my grandfather hasn’t stopped laughing since I 

said it, but it has brought me to this simple realization:  that when we come upon something 

we don’t know or understand we confidently believe the best answer we can come up with 

(with or without doing research.) 



A good portion of the book of Job consists of several of Job’s close friends who come to him 

to give him wisdom on why these things are happening to him and what he needs to do.  

Sometimes these guys can get a bad reputation from the end of the book, which we will read 

in a minute.  But the truth is, these guys are really giving him what sincere, heartfelt, and what I 

would consider good advice if I was there at the time.  However, we read that there was much 

more going on than they could have ever imagined.  But again, as humans, our wisdom is 

limited to the things we have seen, experienced or read about.  However… 

b. God’s Wisdom is infinite. 

Chapters 38-41 is God’s answer to Job, which we should all read every now and then to keep 

us in our place.  But throughout scripture God reminds us of His wisdom as He baffles us with 

simple miracles.  I mean, to God, really how hard was it to resurrect Lazurus from the dead?  

“Okay Lazarus, go get back in your body.”  Or turn the water into wine, or feed the 5000, or to 

part the Red Sea?  God reminds Job that He is the One who created all things.  And how does 

Genesis tell us He created everything that we know?  He spoke them into being.  He didn’t sit 

and calculate for years how the human cell would work, or how to keep trees from falling over, 

or how to make sure everyone got the rain they needed.  No, He spoke everything into being.  

Talk about not being able to fathom something; I can’t even get my kids to do what I want half 

the time, by just speaking to them. 

So we have looked at the proper perspective on life and death, adversity, and ourselves and 

God; but the greatest perspective we must learn is… 

PERSPECTIVE #4:  Wisdom Provides the Proper Perspective on Restoration 

Let’s take a look at the final verses of Job 42:7-16. 

Wow, what a life!  He went from the greatest man of the East, to losing almost everything, to 

being one of the greatest men in the world in his time. 

This last section I just read deals mostly with restoration. I am going to categorize the 

restorations of this last chapter of Job into two types:  physical and spiritual. 

The physical restoration is what Job experienced.  He lost almost all of his possessions, his 

health and his children, and he had boils from his head to his toes.  However, God restored all 

of that and more.  Did it cover all the pain and hurt, especially the death of his children? No, 

but God brought Job back into a place of joy.  So what was the biggest point that I took away 

from Job’s restoration?  It is that: 

a. Physical restoration comes from God in time. 

Can physical restoration be immediate? Yes, God does work miracles.  But in Job’s case and 

most of our cases, it takes time.  In Job’s case, it took time to build all the wealth back, it 

took time to have 10 more kids and I am sure it took time for Job to heal emotionally from 

all he went though.   



So I want you to start thinking, is there anything in your life that needs physical restoration?  

Some of you may not, but most of you probably already have something or someone on 

your mind.  We’ll come back to this in just a minute. 

The second type of restoration we see in this last chapter of Job is spiritual restoration.  This 

doesn’t seem to be the typical type of spiritual restoration that most of us need, but what 

we can learn from this is that: 

b. Spiritual restoration comes from God immediately. 

Here the three friends were told by God what to do.  They did it and they were restored.   

Too many times we get the physical and spiritual mixed up.  We say, “I messed up, I sinned.  

I need to get my life right, and then I will talk to God about it.”  How many of you have 

done that? 

The truth is, if we want to change, we need God to change us.  He is there with His hand 

out, ready to help us, and our response is, “Hold on Jesus, I need to go wash my hands.  I 

don’t want to get this nastiness on Your hand.  As a matter of fact, let me just handle this by 

myself and then I will take a bath and come back and see You.” 

And here’s Jesus standing there, saying, “Didn’t you hear, I already took the sin of the world 

upon Myself; I don’t think it can get any worse than that.” 

So what do you need spiritual restoration for in your life? 

 

Pastor Ben is going to lead us in a time of prayer.  Hopefully you have zeroed in on at least one thing 

you need prayer for physically and spiritually.  During this prayer time you are encouraged to seek 

God for whatever restoration you might need. 


