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WHY GOD GIVES PEOPLE UP 

(Sin Is Still Sin No Matter How It Is Defined) 

Romans 1: 18-32 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Sin is still sin, no matter how we define it. Sin dipped in chocolate is still sin when 

we bite into it. Judge Ruth Neely in Pinedale recently was told she will be removed 

from her post for refusing to join together in marriage a same gender couple. The 

Wyoming Supreme Court is poised soon to give a final opinion. We don’t have to 

wait for the court decision to know what God says. The prophet Isaiah way back in 

Isaiah 5: 20, 21 spoke in 760 BC, saying, “Woe to those who call evil good and 

good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for 

sweet and sweet for bitter. Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and 

shrewd in their own sight. In 1452 BC, Moses told the children of Israel in 

Numbers 32: 23, “Be sure your sin will find you out. 

 

In Romans 1: 18-32, many Christians concentrate only on the awful sins of idolatry 

and fornication and adultery in Romans 1: 24-25, and on the the same-gender 

sexual sins in Romans 1: 26-27. Have we stopped before reading v.28-32? We read 

in Romans 1: 21-23 that “although they knew God—(that is, they knew about 

God—realizing who He is, mentally) they did not honor Him as God or give 

thanks to Him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory 

of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 

creeping things.” Here is the first occasion of God giving such people up—people 

who knew certain things about God and His nature and His character, but were 

willfully blind to who He was—people who denied that God is knowable in our 

hearts. Notice verse 24-25. “Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts 

to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they 

exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served the creature 

rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.”  

 

Now in the (1) first occasion of God giving people up, we find Him giving them up 

to the lusts of their hearts because they knew about the truth, but they willfully 

exchanged the truth for a lie. Why would God do this? Go back to Romans 1: 18--

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness, suppress the truth.” Tell me 

today—Is our culture suppressing the truth for a lie? Do tens of thousands dishonor 

their own bodies? Yes! The Greek word for suppress in Romans 1: 18 is katecho. 

Katecho means “to hold down fast, in order to hinder the progress of something or 

someone. The enemy has deceived our culture into calling good evil and evil 

good—to hold back the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God is saying here—
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My response is wrath. This suppressing response to God, His creation, His plan of 

redemption, and His promise of forgiveness for those who repent, believe and 

receive Him—this attempt to hold down the call of God to this lost world—this 

suppressing brings God’s wrath. The Greek word for wrath is orge. Orge means 

violent loathing with passionate abhorrence and shrinking back in horror from 

abominable sins God sees and hates. Shrink back from God and He will shrink 

back from you. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” (James 4: 8)  

 

Three times God’s wrath is revealed in the words, “God gave them up.” Each time 

it is the same Greek word—paradidomi.  It means to deliver over to another. God 

is saying, “If you deny I am your Creator that created you in My image as male 

and female, you dishonor your body and your person made in My image. Since 

you hold down the truth of My creation—since you deny Me My rightful place as 

your Creator, I surrender you to what you have chosen—I give you up to strong 

delusion. I surrender you to the lie you want to believe. Paul talks of God giving up 

the wicked in II Thess. 2: 10, 11, “Because they refused to love the truth and so be 

saved, therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what 

is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth, but had 

pleasure in unrighteousness.” This second giving up is because mankind has gone 

further.  God is giving up His creatures to dishonorable passions—to exchange 

natural passions for male-female relationships for same gender sexual relations. 

Romans 1: 26-27 states, “For this reason, God gave them up to dishonorable 

passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to 

nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were 

consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men 

and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.”  

 

Idolatry and sexual sins of every kind go together as they did in the wilderness 

with Aaron and the golden calf. This wrath of God in Romans 1 is not the wrath of 

God that will fall in the end of the Great Tribulation or the wrath of God that will 

come at the Great White Throne Judgment, when God separates His sheep from 

the goats and casts unbelievers into hell. This wrath in Romans 1: 18, is a letting 

go, an abandoning of those who want their own way into the judgment of getting 

their own way as their judgment. God abandons men and women who abandon 

Him. God is judging America today in this 2nd giving up--giving them up to living 

and loving within same gender marriages. Short of hell itself, the worst penalty for 

same gender sexual sin is surrendering such people to love their preferential sin, 

receiving in their bodies the due penalty of such same gender passions as a result. 

God is saying, “Here, it is yours—You can have what you are asking for—“You 

begged for a king in Samuel’s day so I gave you a king.” You asked for schools 

without prayer and without Me as Creator to pray to—Here you are—it is your 
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judgment—I have given you a nation with children growing up without morals. 

Now, you have asked and pled for same gender preference in marriage—I give it to 

you as your judgment with all the due penalties same-sex relations come with—it 

is yours. Is this the end of the chapter? No. Romans 1: 28-32 is still in the Bible. I 

tremble for our country and for our world as I read, v. 28—“And since they did not 

see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased or a depraved mind. 

This final giving up by God is the worst of all for it covers all sinners—not just 

those prone to pre-marital sex, extra-marital sex, same gender sex and 

pornography. Beloved, there are many other sins, and believers who abhor sexual 

sins may not always want to hear about this final category of sins—sins of a 

depraved mind. That’s what God has moved my heart to preach on primarily today.  

 

Our culture says we can be good without God, but it is impossible to be good 

without God, unless we redefine what good is. What is this depraved or debased or 

reprobate mind Paul speaks of in Romans 1: 28? We read, “And since they did not 

see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 

not to be done.” The Greek word for debased is adokimos. “A” means not or 

deprived of. Dokimos means approved, assayed, tried in the fire, or acceptable. 

Thus adokimos means unapproved, rejected, worthless, castaway--not standing the 

test. A reprobate, depraved, or debased mind is a mind that does not approve God. 

The chilling judgment of God on an unapproved mind is God giving people up to a 

mind He does not approve of—making them incapable of making moral choices. 

This last judgment is giving people up who love sin, who insist on their own way-- 

to love broken relationships, so they are unable to make moral choices--to do right.  

 

This last category of God giving up includes 21 sins—the longest list of sins of the 

15 lists in the New Testament. These sins cannot be examined without placing us 

as believers under conviction. Deep within, do we debate with God on even one of 

these 21 sins, and not approve God’s verdict that this pet sin of ours is because of a 

debased mind? Do we practice one or more of these sins, so much that God has 

given us up to love these sins with a debased mind? What are these relationship 

sins? What are these sins which destroy relationships so much so that God gives 

people up who don’t approve Him or God’s verdict on sin? 5 different groupings: 

 

GOD GIVES PEOPLE UP WHO ARE FILLED TO THE BRIM WITH 

FOUR SINS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, EVIL, COVETOUSNESS AND 

MALICE. (I.) Here in v. 29 are four general sins that all go together with the 

phrase-“filled with or filled to the brim with. In v. 28, this list of sins “which ought 

not to be done” refers to doing things that make our conscience scream. The man 

or woman who abandons God and doesn’t approve of His Word not only loses 

godliness. He loses true manhood and she loses true womanhood. This list begins 
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with a 4-some starting with (1) Unrighteousness. The Greek word is adikia. Dikia 

means that which is self-evident, just, a right decision. Adikia means injustice, a 

condition of not being right with God or others and seeing it as acceptable to us. It 

is a condition of living outside of conformity to God’s Word. (2) Evil. The Greek 

word is poneria. Poneria means the active exercise of an inward vicious 

disposition. It means the plotting or planning of evil. Beloved, are we filled to the 

brim with the practice of planning and plotting evil against others? (3) 

Covetousness. The Greek word is pleonexia. Pleonexia means the desire to have 

more, to want what others have in money or influence or authority, greedy of gain, 

and a reckless selfishness to pursue our own desires regardless of how it affects 

others. Is this sin filling your heart. (4) Malice. The Greek word is kakia. Kakia 

means an evil mindset, with shrewd deceit, ill-will, desire to hurt or injure, not 

ashamed to break the law, mean-spirited, and badness—destitute of any quality to 

make one do good. It is a person whose swing in life is toward the worse. Kakia is 

known as the forerunner of all other sins. Would we say, “I am not full with these 4 

sins, but I have plenty of them”? Repent today! Get right with God! Secondly,  

 

GOD GIVES PEOPLE UP WHO ARE DEVISIVE WITH FIVE FULL-

MEASURED SINS OF ENVY, MURDER, STRIFE, DECEIT, AND 

MALICIOUSNESS. (II.) v. 29 -- Each of these next five sins are extremely 

divisive—they are sins which divide people and pit people against other people. (1) 

Envy. The Greek word for envy is fthonos. Fthonos Strong’s concordance says is 

the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the advantage or 

prosperity of others. Does someone have what you want or what you don’t want 

them to have? Think about it honestly! (2) Murder. This word rhymes with envy—

fthonos. It is phonos. Phonos means to slay, slaughter, or murder. This means a 

premature destruction or closing out of life in a person—killing on purpose the 

image of God in someone. Envy and murder go together. This was the first violent 

sin in the Bible. Cain killed Abel. Murder is often driven by envy’s as Abel’s 

murder was. (3) Strife/debate. The Greek word is eris. Eris means a desire to 

quarrel, to wrangle, to contend, to debate because of inner enmity or rivalry with 

someone. It is driven by a desire for one-upmanship-wanting to trump someone. It 

means a contentious spirit and a desire to argue and prove your point. Strife is what 

Paul says God abandons or gives up pagans to. Is this our practice? (4) Deceit. The 

Greek word is dolos. Dolos means to use a decoy or trick or bait or wile or craft or 

guile or subtilty. It’s the practice of manipulation and underhandedness. It’s the 

absence of being straightforward with integrity. Christians who would decry same 

gender marriage might often use deceit. God spare us of having God give us up to 

our deceitful ways. (5) Maliciousness. The Greek word is kakoetheia. This is a 

once only word in the Bible. It means an evil disposition that suspects evil or the 

worst in others. Strong’s says this evil disposition puts the worst light on 
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everything. It includes rancor, bitterness, spite and bad manners. This group of five 

sins strike at the heart of unity in the family, at work, and at church. Thirdly,  

 

GOD GIVES PEOPLE UP WHO SPEAK EVIL WITH THE TWIN SINS OF 

GOSSIP AND SLANDERERS. (III.) V. 30—These two sins seek to divide to 

conquer. They partner with the accuser of the brethren. (1) They are Gossips. This 

Greek word is also a hapax legomena—a word used only once—but God hates it. 

It is psithuristes. It means a secret whisperer, slanderer, a secret distractor of 

others from the truth about another. Such people are out to get another person, to 

destroy their reputation, their good name, and their influence through spreading 

rumors. These hurtful rumors are most often delivered in private in low whispers. 

(2) Slanderers. The Greek word is also a once used word—katalalos. Katalalos 

means talking openly against another, speaking evil of others in full view, openly, 

not secretly. Is our life characterized by secret or open slander? Fourthly,  

 

GOD GIVES PEOPLE UP WHO PROUDLY SIN SIX WAYS AS HATERS 

OF GOD, INSOLENT, HAUGHTY, BOASTFUL, INVENTORS OF EVIL, 

AND THOSE WHO PRACTICE DISOBEDIENCE TO PARENTS. (IV.) V. 

30 -Haters of God. (1)The Greek word is a once only word—theostuges. 

Theostuges means hateful to God, wickedness by hating God, and impious, acting 

out irreverence and disrespect to God. This is defiance before our Creator and 

Redeemer—with a fist in God’s face. Insolent. (2) The Greek word is hubristes. 

Hubristes means despiteful violence, an insulter, wrongdoing for the sheer pleasure 

of inflicting pain or death—ie., beheadings by ISIS as their membership cheer. 

Hubristes is not out of revenge, just out of a lust for showing violent contempt for 

others. Haughty. (3) The Greek word is huperephanos. It means wanting to appear 

conspicuous above others, with a swollen estimate of our own powers or merits, 

looking down on others, and comparing oneself with others which is not wise. (4) 

Boastful. The Greek word is alazon. Alazon means a vagrant bragger, full of 

empty claims tho’ living as a vagabond. (5) Inventers of evil. The Greek word is 

epheuretes. Epheuretes is another hapax legomena. It means a contriver. What an 

expression of pride! Since such proud folk are not content with normal expressions 

of evil, they come up with fresh, creative ways to do evil. (6) Disobedient to 

parents. The Greek word is beyond not cleaning your room, when asked. The word 

is apeithes. Apeithes means unpersuadable, to despise and reject and treat with 

contempt any parental command, to kick at obeying, because they say they know 

more and better than their parents, stubborn, rebellious, willfully obstinate. 5thly,  

 

GOD GIVES PEOPLE UP WHO ARE WITHOUT MORAL 

DISCERNMENT WITH FOUR SINS OF BEING FOOLISH, FAITHLESS, 

HEARTLESS AND RUTHLESS. (V.) We read in v. 31, “Foolish, faithless, 
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heartless and ruthless. (1) Foolish. The Greek word is asunetos. All four start with 

a. It means no discernment, no moral sense or compass, morally moronic and 

stupid. (2) Faithless. The Greek word is a once used word—asunthetos. It means a 

covenant breaker, treacherous by not keeping marriage vows, not keeping  

respectful in relationships of honoring parents, in everyday promises. They are 

without understanding and say as we hear today, breaking promises is no big deal. 

(3) Heartless. The Greek word is another once used word—aspondos. It means 

implacable, never pacified, unwilling to be appeased, in constant enmity, 

unyielding, not willing to be moved by entreaty or prayer, remaining in a state of 

warm. It literally means without libation, meaning no amount of sacrifice nor any 

attempts at peace will win such people over to reconcile with you or others. If you 

are there, repent now. Don’t continue! God forbid it! (4) This last one is Ruthless. 

The Greek word is also a only once used word—aneleemon. It means unmerciful 

and ruthless. To get the meaning, know that eleemom means compassionate, 

merciful, able to empathize and take pity as our Heavenly Father does for us. 

Think of the priest and the Levite who walked by the nearly dead man who had 

been attacked, robbed, and badly beaten on the Jericho Road. The absence of 

mercy is apathy. When we can sit by and watch a crime going on and do not 

intervene, that is ruthless and unmerciful.  

 

This passage ends with v. 32 which says, “Though they know God’s decree that 

those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them, but give 

approval to those who practice them.” How should we as sinners or believers apply 

this text? Are any of us, one of us, many of us, most of us—practicing some of 

these sins? Are we holding on to our profession of faith and yet holding on to some 

of these sins, and arguing with God that they aren’t that bad? I warn us—if any of 

us are consistently living in these sins, we are probably not new creatures in Christ 

Jesus—We cannot be Christian disciples and regularly practice sin. Maybe, we 

have said, “Lord, Lord to Jesus, but we are not doing the will of the Father. 

Repent! Perhaps we are saying, “This is just one passage. Let me close by having 

us look at another of the 15 lists of depraved mind sins. Turn to Galatians 5: 18-21. 

Those who do—meaning those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God.” The end of our message is, (1) Sin must not reign in us as 

believers. We must in the power of the Holy Spirit—stop it. (2) Professing to have 

received Jesus and not living for Jesus means our only hope is to repent of sin and 

truly follow Jesus. (3) If we are truly saved, and these sins are at times having 

control in our lives, today and for the rest of our lives, we need to run to Jesus for 

forgiveness and grace. Let’s go to our knees today and say, “Thank you Jesus for 

the Gospel. You hate these depraved sins in me. May today be a day when there 

are no more excuses. Let me today turn from these sins and by your indwelling 

Holy Spirit, live for you. That’s my fervent prayer, in Jesus’ Name, Amen. 


