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Song of Solomon 6: 11 and 12; “The Chariots of Ammi-nadib”, Sermon # 56 in the  
series – “I am My Beloved’s”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall  

on August 30th, 2015, in the Afternoon Worship Service. 
 

Now this afternoon I would like us to see what it is that Christ considers, as He comes into the 
garden of His Church and looks carefully into His people’s hearts.  What is He looking at? And 
what is He looking for?  That is what we want to consider.  Well, 1st of all – I want you to carefully 
consider the truth with me that each and every Christian has a garden experience with Christ.  2nd – 
Christ comes into this garden looking to see the beauty of the fruits of the valley.  And 3rd – Christ 
is looking at what His own soul made Him like, in response to what He saw; like the chariots of 
Ammi-nadib.  Let’s see if we can open up this very unusual passage of Scripture so that we might 
grow by it.   
1st of all - I want you to carefully consider the truth that each and every Christian has 
a garden experience with Christ.   
       “I went down to the garden of nuts to see the verdure of the valley, to see whether the vine had 
budded and the pomegranates had bloomed.”  Here in verse 11 there is much discussion by 
commentators about who is the one who is speaking in these verses; whether it is the Bridegroom, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, or whether it is the Bride, Christ’s Church; she who is called in verse 13 of 
this chapter – the Shulamite.  And so, before we go any farther, let me see if I can solve this 
problem so that we can correctly understand what we are looking at here.   
       The great preacher Charles Spurgeon, who I greatly admire, and agree with in almost every one 
of his expositions of Scripture, takes the position that it could be legitimately interpreted either 
way.  And indeed, he does a good job of showing the possibility of interpreting these verses as the 
Bridegroom coming to the garden of nuts and checking to see if the vines had budded.   But then he 
says: “Not that I intend to adopt that view as the groundwork of our present reflections.” “It 
appears to me that without, in the slightest degree, wresting the passage, or deviating from an 
honest interpretation, we may understand that this is the language of the Church concerning 
Christ.”   
       “If so, Christ’s words conclude at the end of the tenth verse, and it is the church that speaks at 
the eleventh.” “There is not an instance in the whole Song, so far as I can remember,” he says, “of 
the Prince himself speaking in the first person singular, either; therefore, this would be a solitary 
exception, or else, following the current plan, where the same pronoun is used, the church is 
speaking to Christ, and telling Him of herself. “I went down into the garden of nuts, to see the fruits 
of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished and the pomegranates budded.” “Or ever I was 
aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Ammi-nadib.”  (End of quote) 
       Now, I can see why Mr. Spurgeon would choose to look at these verses in this way, and I would 
commend to you his sermon on them from that standpoint.  It is a very good sermon.  The only 
problem that I had with what he said there, was that when I checked the whole Song, I found that 
there really are other places where Christ does speak in the first person; one in the 8th chapter, 
verse 8, and more notably, that which is found in the 5th Chapter the 1st verse.  It says there: “I have 
come to my garden, my sister, my spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten 
my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk.”   
       Now, I hope that you can see this; there should be no doubt in our minds; that the One 
referring to himself in the first person here, is the Bridegroom.  And, He had come into His garden 
that first time in chapter 5, for a very similar purpose to what he had come to it here for, in the 
verses that we are studying now.  He had come in chapter 5, verse 1, to partake of the spiritual 
realities of having deep and meaningful fellowship with His sister His Bride.  He had come to His 
garden having already gathered His myrrh with His spice, having eaten His honeycomb with the 
honey, and having drunk His wine with His milk.  When I preached to you on those verses I said to 
you that Christ’s desire, there, was to gather up everything spiritually good and partake of 
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everything sweet which He found in His Bride’s devotions and works to Him.  He had done this in 
order that He might wisely answer her prayers.   
       In answering your prayers, Christ takes notice, not only of your requests, but also of the way 
that you present them to Him, and the way that you live your life for Him.  He takes notice of your 
love for Him and your joy in Him; your sufferings for Him, and your tears for Him.  He takes notice 
of all of your service for Him.  He thinks upon your repentance in relation to your besetting sins, 
and He thinks about whether you are mortifying sin in your members, out of your love to Him.  He 
gathers all of these things into His great mind and heart, and He weighs how He can best answer 
your prayers.   
       And so I hope that you will understand that you, as a believer, are not exempt from Christ’s 
close scrutiny, or His holy evaluation.  Each Christian will have many garden experiences in their 
life; times where Christ will draw near, not always at the most convenient time for you, and He will 
want to have fellowship with you over the most important things in your living your life for Him.   
2nd – Christ comes into this garden looking to see the beauty of the fruits of the 
valley.  
       “I went down to the garden of nuts to see the verdure of the valley.” There were certain things 
that Christ saw, and certain things which He was looking for, when He went down to His garden.   
First He saw the verdure of the valley.  He saw the beauty of His own work of planting His grace in 
the lives of the believers and the churches. Each believer is the planting of the Lord that He might 
be glorified.  They are pictured here as nuts, grapes, and pomegranates in our text.  All true 
believers will bear fruit unto God and Christ.  They may differ somewhat in the amount of fruit that 
they will bear, but what Christ is looking for, is good fruit from a good tree.  
       “The spiritual condition of congregations and individual believers are carefully noted” by our 
Christ. (Thomas Robinson’s commentary) He looks for growth and progress in their understanding 
of His ways; what pleases Him, and what does not please Him; what is good in His sight, and good 
to His spiritual taste. He looks at the life and worship of a church to see whether it is well ordered, 
and whether good doctrine is being preached.  He looks at the lives of individual believers to see 
whether they are serving Him; whether they are learning of Him, whether they are manifesting the 
fruit of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control.   
       Further, He checks all the thoughts and intentions of the heart of every believer; to see if there 
are blossoms on their tree; to see whether there are indications that they most certainly will bear 
fruit.  He checks carefully to see whether it is their express intention to bear good fruit, and 
whether they understand how dependent they are upon Him for lasting fruit to be born.  He looks 
for signs of decay in their graces due to worldliness and pride, or the wasteful use of time due to 
foolishness.   All this, He carefully checks in every believer’s life. 
       Second, He was checking to see whether the vine had budded, and whether the pomegranates 
had bloomed.  Grace is found in different stages in the way that a Christian grows.   First there is 
the bud, then the blossom, and then the fruit.  “First the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn 
in the ear.”  “The bud is precious in Christ’s eyes as well as the fruit.” (Thomas Robinson’s 
commentary, once again)   Our Lord is concerned with His plants at all the stages of their growth.  
He is concerned very much as to whether you are bearing fruit to Him and for Him; whether you 
are a younger Christian or an older Christian.    
       You will remember back in chapter 5, verse 1, that the Bridegroom came to His garden to 
refresh Himself in a time of interaction with His beloved, and she was asleep.  But her heart was 
awake, it says there in verse 2.  Christ was knocking and saying ‘Open for me, my sister, my love, 
my dove, my perfect one: for my head is covered with dew and my locks with the drops of the 
night.”  But even though her heart was awake, yet she slept on, and did not open the door for Him.  
And so He departed, saddened and grieved that she did not understand what He was calling her to.  
Do you understand, dear believer, what God is calling you to?  He is calling you to the inestimable 
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privilege of close, intimate fellowship with Him leading to the joy of a holy life, and promotion to 
greater service, in His time.   
       But in all of this He would have you to know how exciting a thing it is to be with Him and let 
Him into every area of your life.  He would have you to grow up in your service to Him according to 
His providential ordering of things in your life; raising you up to that service.  But if you are lazy, if 
you are sleepy, if you are negligent, or a complainer, you may lose this sense of blessedness, and 
not come to know the greatness of the reward there is in following Christ.  There may not be 
promotion, but discipline in relation to His instructing you.    
       Let’s turn to an Old Testament passage which may help us to see how sovereign God is in 
relation to promotion and fruit-bearing in the Christian life.  Numbers 17: 1-10.  “And the Lord 
spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to the children of Israel, and get from them a rod from each father’s 
house, all their leaders according to their fathers’ houses—twelve rods.” “Write each man’s name on 
his rod.” “And you shall write Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi.  For there shall be one rod for the 
head of each father’s house.”  “Then you shall place them in the tabernacle of meeting before the 
Testimony, where I meet with you.” “And it shall be that the rod of the man whom I choose will 
blossom; thus I will rid Myself of the complaints of the children of Israel, which they make against 
you.”  
       “So Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and each of their leaders gave him a rod apiece, for 
each leader according to their fathers’ houses, twelve rods; and the rod of Aaron was among their 
rods.” “And Moses placed the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness.” “Now it came to 
pass on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness, and behold, the rod of Aaron, 
of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth buds, had produced blossoms and yielded ripe 
almonds.” “Then Moses brought out all the rods from before the Lord to all the children of Israel; 
and they looked, and each man took his rod.” “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Bring Aaron’s rod back 
before the Testimony, to be kept as a sign against the rebels, that you may put their complaints 
away from Me, lest they die.” “Thus did Moses; just as the Lord had commanded him, so he did.” 
       Now, you can see that God was making a distinction between Aaron and the complaining 
children of Israel.  We need to apply this, in this way.  God has placed each Christian into the body 
of Christ’s universal Church, and He expects them to join a local church and work together with 
other Christians, serving him by working together with the leadership of the church so that it will 
grow with a growth that is from God.  A pomegranate is a very unusual fruit.  It is between the size 
of a lemon and a grapefruit, and if you cut it open it has all these deep red berries clustered 
together.  Each pomegranate has approximately 200 to 1400 seeds in it.  Each seed has a 
surrounding water-laden pulp surrounding it.   
       This fruit, I believe, is a good picture of a local church.  God has placed many people together in 
one body, and He would see a true working unity.  What happened in the time of Israel’s coming 
out of Egypt was that many of the children of Israel had complained about Moses and Aaron.  
Moses and Aaron were ministering to them because the Lord had appointed them to that task.  The 
children of Israel had been not only been complaining about God’s leading and guiding them, but 
they had also been complaining about not being allowed to be priests like Aaron.  And so, the way 
that God showed them all that He had appointed Aaron to this work, was that He made Aaron’s rod 
to sprout and put forth buds, to produce blossoms and yield rip almonds.   
       All this out of a stick.  The rod of the man whom God chose blossomed because God wanted it 
to blossom.  Christ had come into His garden and was looking things over.  He does this kind of 
thing in the New Testament Church as well.  The lesson for us is this: Let us learn that it is God 
who chooses people, not only to salvation, but also to work together in the local church.  And, God 
expects the pomegranates to bloom, just as much as Aaron’s rod to blossom.  He expects that the 
man whom He chooses, if he is walking with Him, will bear good fruit for God, because by faith, he 
is trying to be faithful, and God will then cause it to take place.   
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       Let us remember that we are in this together, just as the clusters of fruit in a pomegranate.  Let 
us live in the faith that it is good to labor together and be of one mind and one heart.  Let us bloom 
where we are planted.  For it is very important that we all come to understand that complaining 
will only hinder the work of God; it will hinder our own being of service to God at all.  Philippians 
2: 14 says: “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and 
harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the world of life, so that I may rejoice in the day 
of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.” 
And 3rd – Christ is looking at what His own soul made Him like, in response to what 
He saw; like the chariots of Ammi-nadib.  
       What Christ saw, when He came down to garden to look at it closely, was the beauty of His 
grace at work in the heart of His Bride.  He saw that the vine had budded and the pomegranates 
had bloomed.  The Bride had repented of all of her former sins of laziness.  She had gone from  not 
being diligent enough to get up and open the door, to now seeking where she might find fellowship 
with Him at every point.  Now that she was repentant over these past sins, she was now sought a 
closer walk and greater service to her Lord.  She knew that she loved Him more than the world; 
more than any other person or thing.  And so now, with her whole heart, she besought Him to come 
back to her in her experience so that she would know that He was with her and that she was 
bearing lasting fruit for Him.   
       And so Christ, when He came down to the garden to look, He saw the verdure of the valley.  He 
saw the beauty of her fruits born to Him in the time of her humiliation and distress.  He saw that 
she had been able to see herself clearly in terms of her lukewarmness.  He saw that she was 
mourning over having been so careless, so negligent in terms of her responding to His desire for 
deeper, more meaningful fellowship.  She had been wondering if she would ever find Him again.  
But look at what our text says in verse 12 was Christ’s response to these great thoughts and 
emotions of her heart.  “Before I was even aware, my soul had made me as the chariots of my noble 
people; as the chariots of Ammi-nadib.  “Ammi” means – My people.  And “nadib” means willing or 
princely, or noble.  Christ’s soul had made Him as the chariots of His willing people.   
       What does this mean?   Well turn with me over to Jeremiah chapter 31, verses 18-21.  “I have 
surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself: ‘You have chastised me, and I was chastised, like an 
untrained bull; restore me, and I will return, for You are the Lord my God.”  “Surely after my 
turning, I repented; and after I will instructed, I struck myself on my thigh; I was ashamed, yes, 
even humiliated, because I bore the reproach of my youth.”  “Is Ephraim My dear son?”  “Is he a 
pleasant child?”  “For though I spoke against him, I earnestly remember him still; therefore My 
heart yearns for Him; I will surely have mercy on him, says the Lord.”   
       Let us remember that our Lord sees us perfectly in all that we are and all that we do.  He knows 
repentance when He sees it, and it is transporting to His soul.  When His people are repentant He 
is truly not only willing to forgive, but no longer willing to hide Himself.  “Before He was even 
aware”, does not mean that with Christ there is something that He is not aware of either in Himself, 
or with regard to you.  It means that His soul hearkens back to what He suffered on your behalf in a 
different garden; the Garden of Gethsemane, when He began to bear your sins.  “My soul is 
troubled, and what shall I say?”  “Father save Me from this hour?”  “But for this purpose I came to 
this hour.”  “Father glorify Your name.”  You see, it was by Christ’s will, doing God’s will at that 
hour, that you and I who believe, have been sanctified.  And Christ then by His grace “makes us His 
people who are “willing in the day of His power”, to return to Him seeking the restoration of their 
relationship with Him.  Christ’s soul makes Him as the chariots of His willing people, to come to 
them and give them the sweet assurance that they are His forever.   
 
        
 


