
August 3, 2008

“The Blunt Sermons: Understanding”

Last week we began a sermon series dealing with the truth claims of 
the Bible, which can be quite blunt.  Last week’s sermon also laid the 
groundwork for the next several sermons as we saw that Jesus himself 
said that God’s word, the Bible, is the truth therefore all of our subsequent 
sermons will be based on the Bible and the truths that are found in it.  
Today’s truth claim comes from Isaiah 55:8-9 where God says, “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts neither are your ways my ways”, declares 
the Lord, “As the heavens are higher than the earth so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  Lets’ explore.

God’s thoughts and ways are not like our thoughts and ways in fact 
His thoughts and ways are higher or beyond our thoughts and ways.  How 
much higher?  Well consider God’s truth claim He says, as the heavens are 
higher than the earth so are his thoughts and his ways higher than ours.  
Think about that how much higher are the heavens than the earth?  The 
sun is in the heavens that’s 93 million miles away.  The edge of our Milky 
Way galaxy is out there that’s light years away.  There are other galaxies 
out there they’re thousands of light years away so when God says He is 
higher than us as the heavens are higher than the earth God is saying 
there is an immeasurable distance between you and me.  Remember God 
created it all so He really knows what He is saying.  Our thoughts and ways 
are not even in the same ballpark as His much less same galaxy.  King 
David understood this truth claim as he wrote in Psalm 145:3 and said, 
“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise His greatness no one can 
fathom.”  When it comes right down to it we just don’t get it.  We cannot 
fully understand or comprehend the relationship between God and man 
much less God alone. 

 I think one of the areas that we very short in our understanding is in 
the area of sin.  Yes the ugliest of words.  Sin is a term from ancient 
archery it means to miss the mark.  We miss the mark we fall short of the 
glory of God.  When Adam and Eve sinned it was the single most 
cataclysmic event.  Bit when it comes to our understanding the significance 
of that statement we are no better off than Sir Isaac Newton’s dog.  That 
may sound like an arbitrary statement but let me share a little story with 
you.  Sir Isaac Newton is considered to be one of the greatest if not the 
greatest scientist of all time.  He was a physicist, mathematician and an 
astronomer; by the way he also was a little bit of a theologian on the side.  



The laws of science are few yet Newton is responsible for four of them.  It 
was Newton who gave us the law of gravity and all three laws of motion.  It 
was Newton’s work that today’s NASA scientists use for plotting the 
trajectory of our Martian space probes.  It was Newton who invented the 
reflecting telescope, developed the understanding of light and that it is 
made up of multiple colors as we see when its broken up with a prism, and 
who together with Gottfried Leibniz developed calculus.  It was Newton who 
was working at his desk on the mathematical principles of these things he 
became engrossed in his work as calculation after calculation supported his 
theories yet each new calculation led to new concepts new discoveries and 
new understandings.  Day after Day he kept following the path of his 
calculations and where they were leading.  He worked hour upon hour until 
finally he completed his work, which covered his desk. He had piles of 
paper filled with calculations each based upon the previous page of work.  
He as exhausted he was totally spent both mentally and physically but he 
was done and he was excited by all the new knowledge and understanding 
he had.  It was then that he noticed his dog that had faithfully sat at his feet 
the whole time he worked.  Newton got up and headed for the door calling 
the dog it was time to go for a walk.  The dog excited by the prospect of a 
walk jumped up banging his head on the desk yet with his tail wagging he 
went to join his master and off they went.  When they returned smoke was 
pouring from the windows of Newton’s office upon entering the office 
Newton saw the culprit the candle on the desk had been knocked over and 
all his work had been consumed by the flames.  Newton was devastated he 
then remembered his faithful companion, his dog, and how he had hit his 
desk when he jumped up to go for the walk, that s what knocked the candle 
over.  He turned to his dog and well lets stop for a moment what would you 
do?  Try to imagine developing a whole new field of science and then 
having all your work ruined.  Would you shoot the dog?  Beat the dog?  Yell 
at the dog?  Kick the dog?  Or maybe all of the above?  Newton he simply 
sat down he sat down and wept with his face in his hands his dog came 
over to him and sat down next to him as his faithful yet totally ignorant 
companion. Newton began to gently pet his dog and said, “You will never 
never know what you have done.”

When it comes to sin and understanding that it is the single most 
cataclysmic event within the universe we are like Newton’s dog.  I don’t 
think we can fully understand or comprehend the consequences of our sin.  
We can see that God has a very dim view of sin very quickly.  After Adam 
and Eve sinned first thing He curses the serpent and he does announce the 
serpent’s final destruction when the Messiah comes, He then turns to 



Adam and Eve and kicks them out of the Garden and He follows through 
on His word that He had told them that if they ate of the tree of Knowledge 
of good and evil they would die.  He told them they would experience 
sweat, they would experience pain, they would experience difficult work 
and they would experience death.  Then God cursed the ground, he cursed 
the earth these are major consequences.  Yet like Newton’s dog I don’t 
think we fully understand the severity of what happened or for that matter 
what continues to happen.  Romans 8:22 tells us that since the fall, “the 
whole creation has been groaning.”  With sin came disorder in what God 
had created as a perfectly ordered world.  As sin increases so do the 
physical disasters or groaning of the earth.  Now let me make something 
clear I’m not saying like some individual that wrote into the News Sentinel 
that God is pouring out His wrath on the state of California in the form of 
wildfires because of what our state supreme court has done, God doesn’t 
act like that.  Again the Bible is very clear about how God deals with the 
unrepentant heart of man.  Romans 1:18 says, “the wrath of God is being 
revealed from heaven against the godlessness and wickedness of man.”  
How?  How is God’s wrath being revealed?  Three times Paul says, “God 
gave them over.”  This is the opposite of the covenant where God says, “I 
will be your God and you will be my people.”  When we choose to sin we 
choose to not be god’s people and we choose to have God give us over to 
our sin.  In other words He withdraws His hand of blessing.  Remember I 
said Sir Isaac Newton was a little bit of a theologian too?  Newton’s 
definition of God’s blessing on man was the order of the universe.  God set 
everything up so that it would work correctly.  But without God that order is 
disrupted and we have disorder.  The events of nature, life, just don’t make 
sense.  The next time someone asks why?  Why is there cancer?  Why did 
that person die?  Why are there bigger hurricanes?  Why is there an 
earthquake?  The answer is because of our sin, which has cursed this 
world and brought disorder.  God has given the world over to our choices 
and He’s allowing it to run ramped.  Yet there is hope.

While we can’t fully understand what was in terms of the fall of man in 
Eden or what is as we live in this chaotic world we also can’t fully 
comprehend what is to come.  1 Corinthians 2:9 says, “No eye has seen no 
ear has heard no mind has conceived what god has prepared for those 
who love Him.”  We are again like Newton’s dog we deserve wrath instead 
we get love and we get the promise of heaven which Jesus told His 
disciples He was going to prepare for them and us.  He’s been at it for two 
thousand years no wonder we can’t even imagine how great it will be. Both 
this is one time you really want God to be beyond our comprehension.  For 



as much as we figure out what heaven will be like just think we cant even 
figure out his universe and God created that in six days.  Two thousand 
years of God preparing for us that is going to be spectacular.


