
                                                            Ziba's Slander 
Call to Worship:  Psalm 66:1-4       Hymn #3 (Supp)-  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
1st Scripture:  John 8:30-47       Hymn Insert-  Speak O Lord 
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 16:1-4               Hymn-  Majesty 
Introduction:  

 Following Absalom's treason, David has fled Jerusalem, with a large group of followers.  

He has crossed the Brook Kidron, and last time, we trekked with him, up to the top of the Mount 

of Olives, where he worshiped God, after being informed of Ahithophel's part in the conspiracy 

against David.  David has had various interactions with various individuals, in the midst of his 

fleeing, and overall, it has been a time of great sorrow and betrayal.   

 This morning, as David moves a little further across the top of the Mount of Olives, 

heading toward the Jordan River, he will come across another individual, with whom he will 

interact, namely, Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth.  And within this interaction, we will 

discover certain things about Ziba, which up to this point, have not been revealed to us.  And by 

the grace of God, I hope to dig out and bring forth relevant applications, for your consideration, 

as we ponder that which will now be revealed.  


I.  Ziba's Accusation Against Mephibosheth    

 Who is Ziba?  Some of you may recall, that we were introduced to Ziba, back in 2 

Samuel, chapter 9.  There, David had desired to show kindness to someone of the house of Saul, 

the former king.  And so, Ziba, who was a servant of Saul's, was brought to David, so that David 

could question him, concerning whether or not there was someone living, from Saul's family, to 

whom David could show kindness.  And much to David's great joy, Ziba had informed David, 

that Saul's son, Jonathan, had a son, named Mephibosheth, who was yet alive, in a place called 

Lo Debar.  However, Mephibosheth was lame in his feet (he could not walk), because of an 

injury he had suffered as a young child, when his nurse rushed him out of his home, to flee from 

the Philistines, who had just killed King Saul (and three of his sons), leading to a great defeat for 

Israel.   
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 Well now, needless to say, David sent for Mephibosheth, and had him brought to David's 

palace, so that he could show kindness to him.  And David had Mephibosheth eat at the king's 

table every day, as he brought him to live in Jerusalem, with him.  However, David had also 

restored all of Saul's land to Mephibosheth.   And Ziba, along with his large family, was to care 

for the land, providing for himself and his family, while securing wealth for Mephibosheth, his 

master (and his master's son, Micha).  Well, now, this Ziba appears to David atop the Mount of 

Olives, with a few donkeys, loaded with a gamut of supplies upon their backs ("two hundred 

loaves of bread, one hundred clusters of raisins, one hundred summer fruits, and a skin of wine"). 

 Naturally then, David asks Ziba, what he had planned to do with these supplies.  And, in 

essence, Ziba shines forth a sense of thoughtfulness and care, by explaining how all of the items 

were carefully chosen and organized for the king and his followers.  The donkeys were for the 

king's household to ride on.  The bread and summer fruit were for the young men to eat.  And the 

wine was for those who were faint in the wilderness, to drink.  All in all, we would be led to 

believe here, that Ziba is very generous and thoughtful, showing his essential allegiance to the 

king, and all who were with him.  He comes out as "a breath of fresh air," as it were, in the midst 

of great sorrow and betrayal.   

 Well, naturally, David then asks the question, which all of this begs, "And where is your 

master's son?"  "You are here...that is great.  But where is Mephibosheth, who has sat at my table 

for several years now?"  And here is where Ziba, brings forth a very serious accusation against 

Mephibosheth, which, if true, would be a heavy slap against the face of David, who has been 

beyond gracious to Mephibosheth.  In verse 3, we find this response from Ziba, "Indeed he is 

staying in Jerusalem, for he said, 'Today the house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my father 

to me."  

 Obviously, this accusation is very serious!  In essence, Ziba is saying, not only is 

Mephibosheth unwilling to show allegiance to David (by at least showing up, with the intent of 

following him--although David, would probably have sent him back), but furthermore, he is 

using this conflict as a personal means of advancing his own cause!  He is bent on committing 

his own act of treason, assuming that, as David's family implodes, Israel will seek to make him 

king, in place of David (or anyone else in his family, for that matter)!  After all that David has 
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done for Mephibosheth, the insult and offense here, are beyond gross!  However, if that which 

Ziba is saying is untrue, proceeding out of a fountain of his own wicked motives, then his 

offense would be equally severe, against David, and especially against Mephibosheth.     

 Well, without further investigation into the matter, and without hearing Mephibosheth's 

side of the story, David immediately moves to make a judgment.  In verse 4a, we are told, "So 

the king said to Ziba, 'Here, all that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours."  "The land, the 

inheritance; indeed, all of Mephibosheth's assets, now belong to you."   

 And finally then, Ziba responds (vs. 4b), "I humbly bow before you, that I may find favor 

in your sight, my lord, O king!"  Depending upon the truth of the matter, Ziba's response is either 

appropriately humble and commendable, or else, masterfully flattering, wicked and cunning.  As 

we investigate further, we will find the latter of these two options, to be most accurate. 


II. Ziba's Slander      

 [Read 2 Samuel 19:24-30] 

 Now, we will not be breaking down this text, at this time, as we will eventually come 

upon it, but I want you to notice here, that later on, following the death of Absalom, when David 

returns to Jerusalem, David gets the other side of the story.  And the evidence, seems to very 

clearly indicate that Mephibosheth was innocent of Ziba's charges.  He did not groom himself at 

all, since David had left, and his demeanor very clearly represents a demeanor of great humility 

and sincerity.  When David decrees to allow Mephibosheth to divide the inheritance (which I 

believe was grossly unfair to Mephibosheth), Mephibosheth even moves on to say, "Look, let 

Ziba have it all.  Who am I to complain about anything, with all that has been done for me.  I am 

just thrilled to see that the king has returned in peace!"   

 And so, the other side of the story is that, when Mephibosheth had arranged to have a 

donkey prepared to carry him to David (remember, Mephibosheth could not walk---he was lame 

in both of his feet), Ziba deceived Mephibosheth, and took off with the donkeys, abandoning his 

master, so that he might use the opportunity for advancing his own cause with the king, with the 

intent of receiving some type of a reward, including the inheritance, which belonged to 

Mephibosheth.  Suddenly, Ziba does not sound so thoughtful and loyal, does he?  The other side 
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of the story reveals him, in fact, to be slanderous, mischievous and wicked.  But, due to the 

pressing circumstances, sadly, David does not do anything to further investigate and resolve the 

matter.  Nor does Mephibosheth require such an investigation, because, recognizing how 

fortunate and undeserving he has been, he sees himself, as in no position to complain.  He does 

not want to create more contention or distress for the king, who has already been through so 

much, and who is about to face more problems, in the rebellion of Sheba (chapter 20).  Like his 

father, Jonathan, before him, very clearly, Mephibosheth was a good and loyal man, unconcerned 

with material things, which blind the hearts of most, including Ziba. 

 And so, here we find that Ziba had slandered his master, for his own personal gain, and 

he had set himself up to gain the king's favor, by flattering him with a large sum of supplies and 

an artificial presentation of loyalty. 


III. Closing Thoughts and Applications   

 Brethren, let us now close, by considering a few relevant concluding thoughts and 

applications, in light of all that we have just gone over: 

 1) Recognize again, the pattern of covetousness that rests in the hearts of fallen creatures.  

Do we not see a common them of coveting, dispersed throughout all of Scripture, as a root to all 

manner of other evils?  When the Apostle Paul stated to Timothy (in 1 Tim. 6:10) that the love of 

money is the root of all kinds of evil, he exposed the fact that covetousness is an inward sin, 

which manifests itself outwardly, in the direction of all kinds of other evils (stealing, lying, 

murder, adultery, flattery, idolatry...etc).  And there, he was saying that some have even strayed 

from the faith, because of this, piercing themselves through with many sorrows! 

 Did not a young Amalekite fall into this trap, when he had attempted to exploit the death 

of Saul, unto his own gain, before King David?  And he was immediately executed.  And then, 

there were the two captains of Ishbosheth's troops, who had murdered Ishbosheth, hoping to win 

some award and to gain David's favor, because of their own lust in this regard.  And they were, 

likewise, executed.  In the NT, we cannot help but recall the sin of Ananias and Sapphira, who, 

desiring to win the respect and favor of the Apostles, lied about how much money they had 

gotten for the sale of their land; they had coveted, and hid part of the proceeds, which led to their 
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own destruction.  And now, here, Ziba covets his master's goods, and the good favor of the king, 

to the extent that he would throw his master under the bus, so as to satisfy his material lusts.  He 

would slander the life of an invalid, who has greatly benefitted him, all for the sake of additional 

gain.   

 Oh friends, brethren, beware the addictive curse of covetousness!  Let us plead with God, 

to establish our hearts in a foundation of contentment in Christ!  Let us see, again, the utter 

idolatry and evil, attached to a covetous heart, which cheapens the riches of Christ, and lusts 

after material, temporal things.  What a gross insult to our God, who is our chief joy and good!  

In fact, if we are to covet "gain," let us covet godliness with contentment, which the Apostle Paul 

affirms to be great gain!  Brethren, we have everything we could ever need or desire in Christ!  

And though the enemy and our flesh, would constantly seek to convince us otherwise, treasure 

this reality by faith, daily, lest you slip away into the deceptive sway of worldly pursuits.  

Coveting leads to a heap of evils, removing all regard for God and others!  It is the 

quintessential, "trampling sin," which drives us to trample over all else, in a feverish rage to 

obtain temporal, worldly, material things!  Brethren, consider again, the prime example and 

author of covetousness: Who was it that refused to be content with his own, wondrously glorious 

position, leading him to lust after more, so that he rebelled against God, whose position he 

coveted?  Was it not satan, himself?  Indeed, remind yourself of this reality, as the urges of 

covetousness begin to infiltrate your heart, so that you might, all the more, beat it back with a 

fierce vengeance!  [Covetousness, on its own even, will send the unbeliever to hell!] 

 2) Let us recognize the gross and harmful affects of slander.  Here, Ziba slanders his 

master, leading David to turn against the innocent Mephibosheth, ordering his assets/inheritance 

to be given over to Ziba.   

 I suppose that only the Day of Judgment will reveal the full extent of the devastating 

affects, which slander has caused throughout this world.  What is slander?  Is it not a form of 

murder, in that, it seeks to assassinate and destroy the very character of another living soul?  And 

friends, slander is so carelessly and easily disseminated today, in our internet world, isn't it?  

How many times do we find rumors spread, about others, filtered through the media, pasted on 

FB walls, and discussed as the hot topics of our day?  And, at the other end of the rumor, a 
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suffering party, works hard to undo the great harm, which has been mercilessly cast against 

them?  [Ex: Girl with scars on her face from dog bite, allegedly kicked out of a KFC, for scaring 

other customers; judgments intentionally made about the actions of people, before "due process" 

has been exercised...etc] 

 Let us be cautious of starting and/or spreading potential slander, recognizing the evil of 

the acts, and the great harm, which can result. 

 3) Let us be cautious to hear both sides of a matter, before making a firm judgment, over 

any accusation.  Proverbs 18:17 teaches us that, "The first one to plead his cause seems right, 

until his neighbor comes and examines him."  And brethren, I believe that David had failed in 

this regard, when dealing with Ziba's accusation.  And brethren, I believe that probably all of us, 

have failed in this way, at least at one time or another, if not many times...I know I have.  And I 

can't tell you how many times, I have been so convinced by one side, only to be profoundly 

unconvinced, once I have heard the other side.   

 Even in the present, I have been grieved to see good, godly men, slandered publicly, by 

other good, godly men...in the Reformed faith, on the internet, in published books...etc.  And 

sadly, so many have heard only one side of the matter, leading them to cast a jaundiced eye 

toward other dear brothers/sisters in Christ!  It is a horrible evil, indeed!  How the devil must 

rejoice to see brethren, from the same household of faith; brothers and sisters, united in Christ, 

slandering one another, tarnishing characters and witnesses, when we all ought to be working 

together for the faith of the Gospel!  Did not our Lord say, "A house divided cannot stand?"  Oh 

brethren, be careful with the judgments you make; be cautioned against slander and gossip (the 

"church killer"), and be prepared to give an ear to both sides, before receiving an accusation. 

 4) Lastly brethren, recognize the gross evil of flattery.  Here Ziba's words, considered 

apart from the hidden intent of his heart, seem so precious and loyal.  But when the heart is 

exposed, the gross evil of flattery, brings forth a filthy stench, doesn't it?  And what makes 

flattery so dangerous, is not only that it is a means of bribery, but it is often hidden so well in the 

heart of the flatterer, isn't it?  Flattery is such a chameleon, that the only difference between it, 

and true loyalty and edification and encouragement, is the inward motive, which drives it.  

Flattery cloaks itself in the form of edification and encouragement, doesn't it?  It impersonates 
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critical Christian virtues, unto which Christ calls us, daily.  And so, all the more, it is wicked and 

deceptive...indeed, a snake in the middle of a beautiful garden.  But praise be unto God, that He 

is in the business of exposing the evil, in due time.  But note for now, brethren, that motives, 

which are not driven by a desire to glorify and exalt Christ; motives that are driven by selfish 

ambition and selfish pursuits, will bring forth corrupt fruits, one of which, is flattery.  If you want 

to search your own heart, as you seek to serve others, consider whether or not your drive is fixed 

in the desire to see Christ glorified, in and by you.  Make it your regular practice to examine 

yourself in this regard, because even as Christians, we tend to shape shift, at various times, 

because of the remaining sinful urgings of the flesh.  Indeed, brethren, none of our motives are 

ever 100% pure; we always need the shed blood and intercession of Christ to make any of our 

services acceptable in the sight of God, but there can be, and are times, when we would merge 

into sinful motives, of which we need to be aware.  And as we find such remaining corruption 

coming out of our hearts, let us, by grace and prayer, put it to death! 


AMEN!!! 

  

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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