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Message #47             Leviticus 25:23-34 

 

In the O.T. God has promised Israel at least three things, which to this point she has not received.  

He has promised her a specific land with specific boundaries.  He has promised her a king who is 

completely righteous and reigns in total righteousness.  He has promised her a kingdom in which 

she will be esteemed and honored as “the” nation of God. 

 

Now the process of getting Israel to the land begins in Genesis with the calling of Abraham and 

the actual story of beginning to take Israel as a nation to the land is in Exodus.  One thing is clear 

concerning the land and that is Israel did not possess it because of her military expertise or 

because of her shrewd business negotiations–she got it because God gave it to her. 

 

When we come to this section of Scripture, verse 23 states an important principle for Israel– 

namely, their land is His land.  The land God gave to Israel is His land and He is the one who 

decided to give it to Israel.  Therefore, there are certain regulations God gives to Israel as to what 

is to be done with this land. 

 

WHEN GOD GIVES US HIS   SACRED   ENTRUSTMENT, WE HAVE THE 

RESPONSIBILITY TO CARE FOR IT AND USE IT IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS 

WORD AND WILL. 
 

Now you and I do not inherit land like Israel.  However, we have been redeemed from sin.  God 

has given us salvation and we have the responsibility to protect it and care for it in accordance  

with the Word of God and the will of God.  God gives us gifts and we are to polish them and 

protect them and use them for His glory. 

 

CASE #1 – What to do if a man is   poor   and has to sell his land inheritance.  25:24-28 

 

Verse 24 begins with this point–every piece of promised land was to contain a redemption 

clause.  In other words, if a person were to legally sell his land, that land was to be such that it 

could always be bought back. 

 

Verse 25 makes it clear that if a man became poor, he was to sell his property to his nearest 

relative.  If some economic disaster or loss occurred, the nearest relative had the first obligation 

to come buy or redeem the property.  This was not only true in redeeming property, but also in 

avenging blood (Deut. 19:4-6).  The word “kinsman redeemer” refers to a close family member 

who had the responsibility to deliver another family member in need.  This term is rightly and 

graciously applied to God.  He was Israel’s redeemer and He is ours. 

 

God is a merciful God and He will never leave nor forsake His children in their hour of need.  

When we find ourselves lacking, we need to run to Him. 

 

If a man did not have any kinsman but sold it to another man and then got the money to buy it 

back, he was to calculate a fair price and redeem the land from the family to whom he sold it  

(v. 26-27). 
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If the man did not get enough money to redeem back his land, he must wait until the “year of 

jubilee” at which time the land reverts back to him. 

 

What are some applications we may make of this? 

1. We have a responsibility to take care of our immediate family. 

       Not just physical family but spiritual family in the church. 

2. One must be very careful about protecting something God has given. 

       Whether it be a job, a ministry, a spiritual gift–protect it. 

3. If one has lost some blessing, that person should do everything possible to get it back. 

4. Let us always remember that our Kinsman Redeemer is Almighty God.  When we find 

       ourselves lacking, let us be quick to run to Him. 

 

CASE #2 – What if a man sells his house within a   walled   city?  25:29-30 

 

A house in a walled city was more valuable than one in open country.  If a man needed to sell his 

home located in a city, he had one year to buy it back and if he didn’t, the home became the 

property of the one who bought it.  It did not revert back to the original owner at the year of 

jubilee. 

 

There is an important principle to see here–there are some blessings that the people of God may 

lose.  Some blessings are time constructed, which means God gives us so long to regroup and go 

back after the blessings or else we can lose them. 

 

CASE #3 – What if a man sells his house   outside   a walled city?  25:31 

 

If a house is outside the city, the permanent law of redemption is applicable and so is the 

“jubilee” principle. 

 

CASE #4 – What if a man were a   Levite  ?  25:32-33 

 

The Levites had a permanent right of redemption and they had jubilee rights.  A Levite’s 

existence was contingent upon the faithfulness of the people.  As verse 34 says, never was their 

pastureland to be sold –it was the Levite’s permanent possession.  The Levites were God’s 

priests for the people and they, too, were to be cared for. 

 

A Levite was not given a tribal land allotment, but they were to be cared for.  They were given 

pastureland adjacent to their city (Num. 35:1-5).  These could not be sold (Acts 4:34-37). 

 

When God grants His blessings, take good care of those blessings for that is what pleases Him 

and that is what leads to further blessings. 

 

 

 


